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ROBER':c M. YODER ON TIIE BEAT AT CEICA@ DAILY NE!''S
Of the various Yoders who lived and died in the 20h century,

perhaps the most widely recognized was Robert M. (McAyeal) Yoder,
newspaperman and humorist, who served as an Associate Editor at
the Saturday Evening Post and of Woman's Day, These bastions of
the well-read American middle class brought him a large audience for
his works during the 1940s and 1950s. We would like to thank his
daughter, Ann LaPietra, for sharing much ofthe information and the
photographs contained in this biographical sketch.

Robert M. (Bob) Yoder was born in Gibson City, Illinois on
August 180 1907, to Milo Franklin and Lyda (McAyeal) Yoder. Milo
(b, 1865 l\{c|-ean Co., Il,) was the son of Jonathan J. Yoder
(YR127322) and Catherine Ballaman. whose familv is shown below:

. ]OSEI' I I  . 'OD] 'N

The 1929 annual publication of the Illinois Stale Historical
Society included an in-depth afticle by Olynthus Clark, Professor at
Drake l[niversity, on Joseph Joder (1797-1887). The ISHS has
given permission for the YNL to synopsize this article and also to
display it intull on Yoder Hompage atyut!:@,!!2@!!@&

Joseph Joder was of Swiss ancestry. (Etlitors note: Fourth chiltl of
David, youngest son of Chistian, son of the "Widow Barbara

ftN2aal David Yoder was married, about 1790' to Jacobine Eash,
who came with her parents fron Switzerland during the American
Revolution, in the year 1780. To this union were born three sons and
five daughters, Joseph being the fourth chi ld and youngest of the
sons, born near Mdoytown, September 13' 1797. ln 1811, David
Yoder with his family moved from Berks County' the ancestral home
for nearly one hundred years, to Mifflin County, where he purchased
land and continued farming unti l  his death in 1820, his wife having
preceded him in 1817.

It was here in Mifflin County tbat Joseph Joder grew to
manhood, married and reared a family ofseven daughters and one
son. His wife was Catherine Lantz, daughter of Christ iLn Lsatz
and sister of John Lantz, who married Magdalene, called "Lenar" the
sister of Joseph Joder. He continued farming as his gainful
occupation, but added to that teaching school, doubtless more for
his love of learning than for the small remuneration he received for
teaching. To better his circumstances he moved with his increasing
family to the adjacent county of Juniata, where he continued his
rural school teaching along with farming. Fai l ing, however, to get
ahead and in debt to a confiding and generous fr iend and
neighbor, he decided to better his economic status by migrating
to the West.

In the early spring of 18,18 he departed with his family, in
company with two other famil ies, those of El ias Yoder, his
nephew, and Yost Yoder, his brother- in-law, for the region of
central l l l inois. Glowing descript ions of these prair ie lands had
been sent back by relatives and friends already there. The families
disposed ofall oftheir livestock and other propefry, except a minimum
of household effects, and went by canal and tramway, known as the
"Pennsylvania System," toPittsburgh, wherc they took passage on an
Ohio River steamboat, Belle of the lil/est, to St, Louis and there
transferred to another boat which took them up the I l l inois River
to Pekin. From here about the middle of May the families of Joseph
Joder and his brother-in-law were hauled overland by wagon to the
Mennonite community in the vicinity of Slabtown, long since extinct,
near the site of the present village of Congerville. This was just inside
the newly organized county of Woodford and about nine miles
southeast of Eureka, in what was known is Walnut Grove, the
thriving sett lement of Kentuckians, fol lowers of Alexander
Campbell.

CONTINTIED ON PAGI] 3
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PLAN NOW TO ATTEND

THE 2006 NATIONAL YODER REUNION

************************************************************

AT THE HOUSE OF YODER
See Page 8 for Details

FARMER AND POET
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I he Yoder Newslctter- Founded l98J by

Ben t '  Yoder (1913-1992)'  Chris I 'oder & Rachel Kreider
FROM ] 'HE EDll 'ORS C'hris Yoder, I idi tor, Batt le Creek Ml; John
W. Yoder, Circulation lllanager, Middlebury. IN; Rachel Kreider'
Scnior Contr ibuting t-ditor, Coshen, IN; Esther E. Yoder'  Mail
Manager, Goshen, IN; Donald Kauffman, \ 'NL Homepage
Webmastcr. Edmonton,,\ lberta, ( lanada. Other Contr ibutors:
Richard H. l'oder, Bechtclsvillc, PA; Ilubert A. Yoder, Charlotte'
NC; Dorothy Yoder Coffman, Malvern, PA; Dr. I)on Yoder, Devon,
PA; Neal D. Wilfong, ( l leveland, NC.
************************************************************
SDN D YN t, CORRESPONDENCE:

- FOR ( ' lRcl l I-AI ' ION ISSUES ONI-Y such as new or renewed
subscriptions, changes of address, orders for back issues to: Yoder
Newsletter. P,O. Box 594, Goshen' IN 46527-0594'

- ALL OTHER CORRXSPONDENCE- Dealing with ancestral
queries or contributions for future YNLs or archives (such as reunion
notices, letters to the Editor, copies ofBittle records or other historical
information) to: Chris Yoder, 551 S. lllaple St., Saugatuck, MI 49453

gl gma'r.at.qpJ*#I++#j i,.... ... .... . ... r....,. .,
YNL PRICE TNFORMATION $$$$ (Price unchanged since 1983!)

-The YNL subscription is on an annual basis-two issues for $3.
-BACK ISSIiES of the YNL are $1 per issue.

Visit: httn://www.vodernewsletter,orpy'subscriF.html for mail-in
subscription form.
*** ********* * ** ** *** ** ***** ****** ************ ******* ***** ***

BOX F'OUND OF HARDCOPY YODER NEWSI-ET'TERS 1-25!
lf you had previously asked to be placed on reserve for a copy

if and when reprinted, you won't have to wait. l-rt us know you
had asked to be on the "wait list" and you will have first shot at the
recently discovered first printing. $25 & $3 postage. Total $28
Make check out to "Yoder Newsletter", After waiting a month to
make sure th<lse who previously asked for onc have replied, the
balance will be issued on a first come, first served basis until gone.

YODIIR DATA ON DISK, Included back issues of YNL, text '  census
an county records, family group data and pictures and scanned
images. Thc price for our "Yoder Data on Disk" is $10 (postage
included). Send to YNL address in Goshcn.
************************************************************
ORDER THE YODERS OF NC BOOK: The l{istorv of the Yoder
I,'amilv in \orth Carolina by Dr. Fred Roy Yoder has been reprintetl
and is avai lablc once morel!  Funds raised wil l  be used tt l  restore old
Yoder gravestones and up-keep of cemeteries at Churches signif icant
to the Yoder Family and the ancestors of the Author. Price $25
(postage included). Scnd checks to :  "Yoder Memorial Fund" at l
! 'oder Family in North Carol ina, c/o: Bi l l  Yoder, 2707 Zion Church
Rd. Hickory, NC 28602 .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

WILLIAM J. YODBR FAMILY BOOK
Bishop Wil l iam ,f .  Yodcr l ived near Nappanee, In, frorn 1858-

1936. This new book, The Wil l iam J. Yoder Familv -1858-2004
published Feb, 2005, includes information and some stories about the
dcscendants of his 16 children. William J. Yoder is the son of Jonas D.
Yoder (\'Rl253e). Price $24 (postage included). Order from: Merle
Christner, .110 W. Knott, llesston, Ks 67062, Questions:
merle/Dch r istners.nct
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Who knows this fel low?

Ax By "Levy (Levi) \'oder.
blacksmith, Lancaster, Pa,
1887. "

Letters to the [,ditor:
When I wenl to read the latest newsletter, I was delighted to

see a picture of my Grandfather - James Michael Yoder. Yes, it is a
picture of him. This picturc is him with some sheep at his farm
outsidc Wolcottvi l le, Indiana. Behind him is his 1946 (?) Chevy
business coupc. Grandfather was a Dekalb dealer and was noted for
introducing chemical fert i l izcr to the Amish, and others in nqrthern
Indiana. l t  is my understantl ing that he would give a sample to a
farmer he knew and tel l  them to try i t .  He would then cal l  on them
the following year and, with few, if any, exceptions, he would sell them
some fertilizer for that year. [Ie also was the first person to have
clectric lights in his house. He loved to read, and *'ould read late into
the night. IIe purchased a wat€r generator and rigged it up on a
stream at his farm. lle then had electric lights!

I sure wonder where the picture came from? Maybe Rhena
had it before she passed away. I visited with her and her daughter
just days before she passed away. lt was sure good to sec it in the
newsletter.-James W. Yoder, Jr., 1320 Seminole Drive, Johnson City,
TN_ 37604, rusfbqgq@hojm ail.c.gm

Also heard about James Michael from descendant Rebecca Sweigert,

I was born
Yoder born May 2,
well  unti l  we read
contest,

Our trvo sons, Glen A. & Fred Timothy, and their lovely wives
continue to operat€ the home building business YODER BUILT
which Dorothy & I started here in '73. We surely did not think we
would bui ld mil l ion $ homcs back then. A spec home under
construction recently sold for a bit more.

We sold our lovely large home about 9 years ago and bought a
condo. l,ast vear, we sold the condo and bought an existing 3 BR 2
bath small  home & made i t  into a master suite & computer room &
book shelves, and a T\/ room, both small. It's a delight for us. We get
lots of help - but do little things ourselves. Oh yes, our extended
family includes 3 great grandchildren. - Frcd A. Yoder, Fountain
Hills, Az.

PHOTO IDENTIFTED--AfIer reading YNL 44 I realized that Mattie
Stahley, wife of Yost Yoder, was a sister of my husband's great-
grandfather, Peter Christian Stahley. Her father's name was
Christian Stahley and he was one of the first pioneers of Nappanee.
The person in the picture shown was Christian Stahley, not Christian
Yoder. He was Mattie's father. IIe died around 1909. There was a
disagreement between Christian and Peter Christian about the use of
windmills. Many people had died from gickness from house wells so
the windmills would help stop many deaths. Peter Christian left
Nappanee and moved to Stuttgart, Ark. where he bought 160 acres in
1898. -l enjoyed your Yoder Newsletter.-Wendy Stahly, Moore, Okla.
* * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * *  * * *  * *  * *  * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * r l * * * * * * * * *

** * ** *** **** ******** ******** ******** * ***********************
THANKS F'OR YOT,IR STJPPORT OF TEE YNL!

* * ** ** * ** * ** * * * ** * ** ** * r. * rt* r.* * * * * rr *** r. * * **Jr* ***** **** * **t* r.*

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r t * * * * * * * * * *

OLD YODER CEMETERY IN *THE
GLADES'NEEDS WORK

'Ihe 
Old Yoder cemetery in Stony Creek Township, Somerset

Co, Pa needs some work It is located in the middle of the Zubeck
strip mine north of Brotherton. In the October 1998 yNL we
reported on the {.clean-up" of this cemetery (see;
httn://www.vodernewsletter.ore/YNl/vnl32.html ), and we
subsequently reported on the placement of a monument at that site.
During a recent stop through that area, we noticed that it is becoming
overgrown once more by nature. This cemetery holds the remains of
John Yoder (YR239), his wife Barbara, and a number of others. As it
is located on the original .,schweitzer Christian" yoder homestead,
we believc it almost certain that he was buried there as well (d
ll/2011816), along with his second wife Barbara llooley (d. 3ll2fttl}\.
fhis site is one ofthose planned to be visited during the 2006 National
Yoder Reunion at the House of Yoder, and it would be great if it can
be made presentable before that time. Who is willing to help out?
Drop a line to Chris Yoder at: cvoder@tds.net.
* *  * * *  * * i  * * * * * ' t * * *  * + *  + , * * * *  * * *  * *  * * * * * * * + i * { . * * + * i  r r + + * * * * * * * * *

2/l8ll? = 93 years ago. Wife Dorothy Weickert
same year. We thought we \ryere doing unusually
the page I story about rcaching 107 years. No

YODER VIDEO NOW AVAILABLE ON DVD
*PII,GRIIIAGE OF' f AITII", thc wonderful video which describes
the Joderlr"odcr history from Switzerland to America is now avai lable
on DVD as well as VHS videol Price for either is the same $25 post
paid. Order from Virgi l  Yoder, 110 Northumberland Rd., I lwin, Pa.
156.12. PERFECT to shorv at vour next YODER REIINION!



CON'TINTIED FROM PAGE I
There being no farms tenantless at this t ime of year, the

comers were cared for by the sett lers as best they could, in frontier
fashion and true pioneer hospitality. The Joder family was temporarily
domiciled with the family of Christian Ropp, a prosperous farmer and
Mennonite preacher, who lived just across the Mackinaw River, north
of Slabtown, Sleeping quarters for the young members of the tempo-
rary, joint household were provided in the large unplastered"upstairs," immediately under the shingles. --- Here the Joders l ived
for six months, Mr. .Ioder and three of the daughters working on the
Ropp farm for pay, particularly in cultivating and harvesting the
crops. In the meantime Mr. Joder purchased from the Government,
for the sum of $50, forty acres of timber land adjoining the Ropp
farm. A vacant log house was secured and the neighbors staged a
housc-raising frolic try tearing it down, hauling the logs to the new
farm and rebuilding it. Late in the autumn the family moved into
their new home,

The family lived here but a year, Mr. Joder renting twenty acres
of wheat and corn land from Mr. Ropp to augment his own meager
"clearings" for a crop. By autumn, 1849, the Joders were ready to sell
out to Mr. Ropp, who wished to add to his holdings, and they leased a
farm a few miles distant and west of the then county seat town of
Versailleso often visited by Lincoln on his circuit court junkets. Mr.
Joder cherished the memory of Lincoln, whose acquaintance he made
in thosc ycars. Here the familv remained for five years, when in 1854
they purchased a farms on the prairie about eight miles to the
southeast and fourteen or fifteen miles from Bloomington. This farm
was just inside the Woodford County line, the extreme southwest
corner of Kansas Township, in the Rock (lreek area, and was situated
on the third principal meridian, two miles south of the Carlock-
Benson settlement of White Oak Grove and bordering the settlement
of the Rowell families recently come from New England. Herc the
Joders lived till 1862, when, the family grown to maturity, the son and
five of the daughters married and settled on farms round abouto they
made one more and final move. Mr. Joder, having also secured
another forty-acre tract, several miles to the north, sold the combined
eighty acres' for $1,200 and bought an eighty-acre farms three miles
to the southeast in Dry Grove Township, Mclcan County, and nearer
Bloomington.

Here i t  was that his l i fe companion died in 186J, and his widowed
daughter, Mir iam, Mrs. Jonas Kauffman, whose husband was a
vict im of the cholera epidemic of 1855, and having already returned
with her infant son to the old family home, became his housekeeper
and homemaker. The two other daughtcrs were also of the family,
Emma, the youngest, for a few years until her marriage, and Mary,
unmarried and a school teacher unti l  her early death in 1871. In 1868
Mr, Joder sold the south forty acres of the farm to his daughter,
Miriam, and doubtless used the proceeds to pay off the long-standing
debt to his creditor friend in Pennsylvania. Later he also deeded the
other halfofthe farm to her for taking care ofhim in his approaching
old age. Retiring from active work, he could now gratify his fondness
ior otudy a.d -cultiiaf€*his-talent.for writing- and-the ten years
immediately following were the most productive in all his literary
efforts. He died on the last day of the year, 188?, and on ,Ianuary 3,
1888, his body was laid to rest in the family lot in the Lantz cemetery,
two miles southeast of the present town of Carlock.

Joseph Joder's schooling was very limited, consisting of a few
months at a time in the later years of his childhood, and confined to
the mere elements, But upon coming to manhood he had acquired a
mastery of the three R's and evinced a thirst for knowledge, which he
manifested all through life, and to a high degree satis{ied. -- He
became in educated man, largely self-taught and self-trained. His
interest in learning and his ideal ofservice impelled him to teach, that
he might help others to have something of what he attained,

On coming to lllinois, it seems, he did little teaching. He was
engaged to teach a school in the winter of 1848- 1849 at $10 per
month, but was prevented by floods, the district lying on both sides of
the Mackinaw, and an epidemic of sickness in the neighborhood.
Later, after moving to the farm on the third principal meridian he
received a certificate from the superintendent of schools of Mclean
County, Watkins, and for a term taught the rural school located on
the west edge of what was known as the Vance prairie.

He became a l inguist of no mean attainment, applying his
increasing knowledge of words and forms of expression in the several

languages to his understanding of the Scriptures. He became highl-r. �- �
expert in expressing shades of meaning, applying his knowledge to thc
correction of religious beliefs and practices among his own
communion, the i \ lennonite, fol lowers of the West Friesland, German
reformcr, Nlenno Simons.

Besides his proficicncy in the study and use of L,nglish and
German , the latter his mother tongue, , loseph .Ioder took up the study
of Greek and Latin, and f inal ly, in his old age, also that of Hebrew. , . .

. . . . .Joseph Joder's int imate knowledge of German antl  English,
couplcd with his well  known passion for precision, led him to chanse
the establ ished spel l ing of his family name, changing yoder to , fodei.
Just when he effected the change is not yet known, but it seems
evident that he had wrought the change before coming to l l l inois,
which means that he had become expert in the study of German and
llngl ish in his Pennsylvania period. The name translated into English
by simply taking over the Gcrman pronunciat ion, made i t  "yoder, ' ,
the rrdrr in the translat ion having early displaced the "t," doutr led
("tt" )  in the ( ierman pronunciat ion antl  spel l ing. The "yod" being
the partly Anglicized spelling, came from the German sound of the
letter " j"  pronounced "yot." Now, keeping the',od" in the English
writing of the modified German pronunciation of the letter "j" as a
basic part of the name, our critic contended that in writing the name,
the German spelling and not the German sound should govern the
English spcl l ing; hencc, we have "J-od" instead of ' ,y-od," making
the name "J-o-d-e-r" Joder.

None of the numerous famil ies , however, going back to thc f irst
American ancestor, Barbara Yodcr, would accept the revised spelling
of this reformer kinsman, this stickler for linguistic exactness,
disturber of thc divine ordcr of things. His only son, Iddo, howevcr,
continued the revised spel l ing and pronunciat ion. The three sons of
Iddo Joder adhere to the same style, one of whom has six sons, hence
the name Joder gives some promise of being perpetuat€d. (Editors
Note: some of his descendants have kept this speiling to this day)

As observed before, that which distinguished Joseph Joder,
sett ing him apart from the many, was the fact that he came to think
on various matters of life, and to write down his thoughts. He wrote
both prose and poetry, choosing for the most part the poetic forms of
expression ; there are but few prose articles of his extant. All his
writ ings tend toward the poetic; in fact, his speech in common
conversation was often rhythmic as i t  was'formal and precise." His
poetic inst inct, his fascination for rhythmic expression led him to
write poetry.

' I 'he poems in German, practical lv al l  of them, deal with rel igious
themes, while thosc in English cover a pretty wide range of subiect
matter. In addition to those already listed in footnotes, the follouling
arc the most noteworthy :

IN ENCLISH" Rejoice Everma re,, (before I g60).
"Our Father,s Mllt, (about Ig62_Ig60.
"'The Son of Mtn is Lortl also oJ the Sabbarh.',"English vs. German,, (in the t70,s).
"A V'isit b.t' Sermot' (in the ,70,s).
" I.ol,e."
"To t Little Girl.,,

IN 'GERMAN
"Die Frolic Botschaft,, (Gtad Tidings) (1g69)."Nachtrag Zur Frohen Botschaftt, (1g70).'"',Zweiler Na<.htrag Zur Frohen Botschoft', (lg7l)."Nachtrage Zu F'rohen Botst,haft" (Ig7l).
" Du l'erheiszung; das ewige Lebenn

_ 
" Kirchweih Hymne,, (dedication hymn for the North Danvers

Mennonite Church, I 872).

. ._ { l :  author's l inguist ic interest is portrayed in his poem enti t ler j ,"English vs. Ge rman,' ,  in which he praises wiat to him is the strength
and beauty of the German language as compared with the B,ngl ish. l t
is a couplet poem of t24 l ines, both narrat ive and discursive, Oepict ing
a dispute between two school boy truants, one English 1"fng; ' ;  anJ
the other German (, 'Germ"), The anecdote on wh-ich this l inguist ic
disputation is based reads thus :

"Two urchins playing near a pool,
Both truants from the vilkrge school,
Amused themseh,es in idle play,
Sticks, mud, and stones in piles to lay:
And gather on the barren strand
Shells, pebbles, and the shining sand.

CONTINT]ED ON PAGE 63



CONTINUED FROM PAGE I
YR127322-.lonathan .1. Yoder (4/9/1840 Faffield Co, 0-12/11/1924 (or
12/12/1923) ML m I1/8/1864 Mclenn (b, IL Catherine llallanan
(1 1/20/1844 llutls (i:..O- 2/27'i924 Mcl,ean Co Il) (V'hIl,80) (1920-
trlcl,eun Co. III(1cr lt i nurr;' ges-.lonalhan J. Yoder m. I 1/9/1862
Elizaheth F-risr,,'n. ni. ! L3/t!i64 Cutherine Balumon)
+yR1 2: j:: I -,r; ii,t lirankt; q (8/-/t 865 M L- Gihson City, Il) m. 9/12/1895
Chicugo, Il Eli:u "l.ida" .lenning; McAyeal (12/17/1872 Mo- Gibson
L'rU,fl)
YR I 273222- Samuel (c I 865 Il- )
+YR1273223- John H'. (12/12/1868 Danven, II-3/6/1923 Danvers, lt) m-
I/2-l/1895 ML Ervina C. Kinsinger (5/20/1876 Danvers, Il-10/17/1962
Rkxtmiagton, Il)
(1920- Mclean Co i,,.Iohn W nL to Ervina age 43 b. II)
YR1273224- Allace (Mary Alice) (c|869 II- )
+VRl 273225- Jucob E. (.lake) (6/24/1E71 Danvers,Il-9/25/1956 Donvers,Il)
m 2/2-1/1891 Tbpelia, I Mary C. Greenawalt (2/l/1875-9/28/1957)
I'R1273226- rtinnie (c 1875 Il- )
YR1273227 t)ree E (c1873 II- )
vR1273228 ryud (Ira J) (c|877 II- ) m. (irace _ (cI8E2 Il- )
(1920- Mcl-.'un Co, IL)
vR|273229- Chester L. (c I 879 n- ) m. I.ula M. _ (cl 885 Il- )
(1920' Llerd, L, l|.Iacoupin ()t, Il)
YRI27322o-Carey(-)

N{ i lo nrarr ied El iza (L ida) Jennings NtcA-veat  on 9/12l1895 in
( ' h i cago ,  l l l i r r o i s .  I n  a r l d i t i on  t o  Robe r t ,  t he l , had ' I hcodo ro  l ) a l e
(VR1273221) (Feb.  zt , l90l  Gibson Ci ty-May l t , l990 Los Alamiros,  Ca).
"Dale" as he was known, marr icd Mabel  E, l izabeth Nott ingham on
8116/1921 in Pleasant Pla ins,  I l  and had a long and dist inguished
career as a professor of  economics and industr ia l  re lat ions,  Dale wrote
leading texts iu h is f ie ld.  Robert 's  daughter Ann understands that
there was a! \0 a s i ( ter  who died young, and bcl ievcs th is chi ld 's  namc
tnal  havc bct .n \ Iargaret .

Bob did not  ta lk about h is chi ldhood, One story hc did tc l t  h is
daughter (not  necessar ih,bel ieved,  as. .stor ics"  $ 'ere a ni l tural  prr t  o l '
h is  being) $ 'as that  hc ran arvay f rom honrc at  16 to becontc a
reporter .  \ l  h i le she bel ieves that  hc did gra{ lu:r te f rorn l l igh School  in
Gibson Ci t r ' ,  the Naval  Reservc personnel  record he f i led out  in thc
19.10s shorvs that  f rom 1924 to 1933 he rvorked for  the Dccatur  I lcra ld
As 'a "reporter, kiler telegruph editor on a daily newspaper of
appro.timatel.t 30,000 circulatiotr. ..ls a reporter Io (.over ail), n|.l}ss stu4,
to which assigned, or to work on suclt heuts as ttrc citl, hal!, coun4,
courthouse, etc..ls telegraph editor. to.iudge the inportance of nt:*,s
rec'eived front press association wires, etlit it for publication arul nmkt
up."

He reports h is univers i ty  educat ion as:  [ in ivers i ty  of  i l l inois
(Sept 1925-. Iun 1927 and Feb l93l-Aug l9J2),  Lrnivers i tv  of
Wisconsin (Sep 1930-Jan l93l) .  t rVhi le there is  not  an indicat ion thaf
he received a degree,  he did report  167 % semestcr  hours of  vrhich 50
% hours were in Law and 20 in Political Science. tle told his daughter
that  hc and Hoagy ( larmichacl  dropped out  of  Indiana t tn ivers i ty
because thev hated their  8:30 am class in . .sewer"  (c iv i l )  larv.  ( l 'ou ' i l
note he did not  l is t  U of  Ind.  on his naval  record.)

Bcb rnarr ie<l  Vi l -g in ia [ . ipsrornb,  nf  Dccatur ,  l l l inois,  on ,Jun.
20,  1932, and thel  were to have three chi ldren:  Ann. Robert .  and
. f  ona  t han .

From \lay 29, 1935 to Dec. 5, 1936 he was a reporter *,ith the
(ihicago lfureau of the r\ss'ciated Press, hircd: ..t, cot,er nerys stories
of national interest and write them for Jiling the 1200 nvnber
nerespapers o.f a national press associatiott or wire sert,ice,,. From Dec.
5,  l93J to Feb. 26,  l9. l , l  he was an E,di tor ia l  page Columnist  for  the
Ch i cago  Da i l y  News . , t o  n r i t e  a  d r i h , co l umn  o f  pc r sona l  op in i on .  un
subjects of  author 's  choosing for  ct j i tor i l l  page of  a nenspirpcr  of
appror imatel !  ,150,000 c i rculat ion. . '  At  the Dai lv  \cws,  he uas the
author of  the cdi tor ia l  page column . .Sharps an, l  l - la ts"  rvhich had
bccn or ig inated by l ,ugene Fie lds.

Chicago Dai ly  News Publ isher F-rank Knox,  who had been the
Vice-President ia l  nominee * ' i th Al f  l ,and,n in 1936, becanrc l i l )Rs
Secretary of  Navy in r940.  Robert 's  darrghter  credi ts Krr ' . r  n. i th
get t ing her father a Naval  commission so ht i  could wr i te spccches for
Admirals. lle was assigned on 28 Feb 194.1 as an Assistant in thc
Office of the Director of public Relations for the Naval Bureau of
Personnel in Washington. That same year Bob publishcd his first
book, 

-fhere's 
No Front Like lrome. This boeik con.sisterJ of se'entccn

articles; most reprinted from his columns in thc Chicago l)ailv Nerlrs.
and is  prefaced:

*I'his is u partial acu)unt of a side oJ the war that has not been
heroic, but has a certain confusittg charm all of it's own --- the civilian
side. It is dedicated to all cuslt custome$ who are rutioned and F-rozen:
who tre or huye been (h,erage, Non-essential, or Non_dekrrable; who
htve found themselves I-A, 2-I], or 3-A, going on 4-F: whose Victo4,
Gtrdens didtt't grow nuch, and who don,t rate anything more than an
.,1 mrd "/,\n ',A card',, thc mnst generous rationing allotment, might
go to sonrcone who worked in a defense industry.)

.\ sample of his humor follows from his first article *Drop that
Raisc":

"l'or many, the hollowest laugh of the civilian side of this war
(ame the day it was announced that we t+terc Frozen Frcm that nament
hence, it became illegal for urr.fone to lure us from our job b.y the offer
of u better one, nor coukl our loving entployers give us a raise, To'pay
,rrore ntotte): was no longer merely contrury to the boss's every instinct, it
w*as now conlr(rry tofederal law.

"This, if it lud any connectiort with reatity, would be wonderful.
Ilere x-ou go along for years, feeling non-essential, irrelevant, and
itrtmatefial, feeling that not even the Missing persons Bureau would
cure if disappeured from the Missing persons Bureau An then it turns

LT. ROBERT M. YODER SEC. OF NAVY FRJAI{K KNOX
out that Vou ere so valuable that thq, do not stop at putting a little
eledrified harbed wire around v-ou, or stopping paymenl on yow pq,
c heck, but pass a law warning off any bounder who would lure vou f)om
,1'our regular place oJ employment. It puts thousantls of us' un-tler a
special protection formerly acconled only to the crown jewels,
I'residents, and sttteen-year-old daughters. The catl who tries to'pay us
nurre ,rrot E: is lucky if he doesn't end up in jail.',

Bob's work for the Navy was well received. His official
performance rcport said: ,.This officer is an exceedingly competent
public relations officer. He is an exceedingly facile writer, withgreat
ability. His services are particularly useful in the preparations of
speechcs and articles. IIe has a wide background of professional
writing and newspaper cxpcrience and is highly capable in the
editorial f ield." Sincc 1941, Bob had contr ibuied to the Saturdav
Ii'cning Post, As the war wound down, he receivetl an offer from thc
Post to become an Associate Editor. Vacancies rarely occurred in such
positions, and this was an opportunity not to be iaken lightly. Bob
requested and rvas granted an early release from his commisiion so
lhai he could take thc job. I le moved his family to a new home in
lhla-Cynn.vd Pa. I'rom hcre he could go in to ihe post's offices in
Philadelphia, but he also did free.lancc, writing from the thirtl floor
nrom he turned into his off ice.

KENT ROAD, BAI.A-CTNI{YD, PA
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Over the following years he appeared in the Post more than
X) times with articles, short stories, humorous essays, editorials and
tck-of-the-book features, From 1945 to 1949 he wrote th€,.Keeping
osted' page in each edition. Curtis Publishing, the Post,s owner, also
vned aWoman's l)ay'and Bob helped edit that publication as well.
few of the titles of his articles included:

. Airplane, Stay Way from My Roof, Sot. Eve. PostNov 30 1946

. Armchair Athlete Is Vindicated, Sat. Eve. PostNov 7 1942

. Buck Rogers Would Love ltHere, Sat. Eve. Post Oct20 195.1

. Didn't Anybody See Me in Television, Sat. Eve. Post Jan22 1949

. Don't Feed the Golfers, Sat. Eve. Post Aus.l9 1944

. Don't Shoot Your Wife Before March Fifteenth, Sat. Eve. PostMar
5 1949

. Helpful Hints for the June Bridegroom, Sat. Eve. Post Jun 14 1947

. How to Wallpaper a Floor, Sat. Eve. Post Dec 27 1947

. Is There a Life AfterForty?, Sat. Eve. PostNov 15 1947

. The McGees of Wistful Vista, Sct Eve. Post Apr 9 1949

. My Country 'twas of Thee, I'lt'oman's Dav Apr 1945
o Rightwith You, Prof. Einstein!, Sat. Eve. PostFeb25 1950
. She's Dear, But Is She Deductible?, Sat. Eve. Post Oct 12 1946
. Someday They'll Get Slick Willie Sutton, Sat. Eve. Post Jan20

195 I
. They Get Paid for Not Working, Sal Eve. Post Mar 17 1956
. Were YouBoiled as aBaby, Sat. Eve. Post Aus29 1959
. What Do Women Want, Anyway? , Sat. Eve. Post Sep 17 1949
o What You Should Know About Your Discharge Papers, Sat. Eve.

Post lan 12 1946
. Where's All the Meat, Sat. Eve. Post Aus L4 1943
. Will Your Newspaper Come by Radio?, Sat. Eve. PostNov 23

1946

BOB COMMENTS ON GRADUATIOT{S I|EEN DAUGETER II}IN
GRJADT'ATES EROM SIGE SCS@L

Bob also did a variety of freelance work He wrote a series for
he Ford Times, taking pryment in the form of I new Lincoln
onvertible to be picked up from the factory in DetroiL One of the few
rmily vacations daughter Ann recalls took place in 1950 as they
lrove their new car back to Pennsylvania through Canada at "break-

n speed", "something like 27 miles per hour,.

€eF
_ 

m&e#in

Ann remarks that her father would have liked to have been a

Fred Allen or a Groucho Marx. He used the same kind of biting

humor and would have liked the greater degree of notoriety held by

those two. Bob was a member of the National Press Club' Sigma

Alpha Epsilon, a Democrat, a Presbyterian, and according to his

daughter also was a member of the Procrastinators' Club. The

Presbyterianism was taken on from his mother, but he did not display

it much. Ann does recall when she was twelve her father woke her and

her brothers at midnight to come down stairs, as his friend the Judge

was there and was prepared to baptize them, which he proceeded to

do.
Ann reports that her ftther was not a "family matn. oFrom his

Yoder family, he claimed onty the uYoiler ean", (iugJikc, we all have

them) and the uYoder greal-toe". ll/hen I was born he ileclared himself

too young to have children - we were to cau him "Bob""'While Bob

did not speak mucb of his extended fanily, e bit ebsut a favorite uncle

appea$ in a letter he sent her shortly after her graduation from

university:
uDid you by chance receive a graduation glft from your Great

uncle, I gaess he vould be, Carey, ol Danvers, IIL? Carey was your

grandlather Yoder's youngert brother, and dad lweil him particutarly

because Carqt really needed Dad- A thing I always liked about Carqt

was his indorttuble courage while driving. He kepl tuning Fords and
Chiwies over on turns because he scorned to alter hk speed He was of
cource right, thoagh ahead of his times In time, they banked those *#!

D@! tums. (tut adjustedfrom original)
*ll/ell, last time I saw Carey he nust have been crowding eighqt'

and he is a thorough-going fundamcwalist He would in particular like
to save my soul because heJigures, secretly, tha it will be mighty dull up
there in Heavery just hittt, the okl lady, Mooily the Evangelist, and
maybe Billy Grahant If I'm along, he knows, we'll go lo a rcstaurant,
and that old coot will - as he ilid last time - say to the waitress, "lVhat

time do you quit work, HaTel?"
"I have neglected him shamefully, but he writes me a card,

occasionall!, alwtys opening Dear Nephew & Family, always closing Yr
Loing Uncle. Arul in the last card, yesterilay, perhaps, he asked if that
red headed ilaughter of mine (I tol.l you he was an observaw old
*@!Se/o! (tqt adjusted) ever got her graduation gift It seems - and
this is my point - that not knowing your address, he simply sent it to the
President, Notthwestern College (sic), and asked him to deliver. Unc
Carey fiildles around with no middlemen"

Virginia Yoder passed away in Feb. 195E' and Bob continued
to live at their Bala-Cynwyd home. Also that year, Bob edited and
published his second and final booL' @
Carnival of Humor . This volume included the best of 50 years worth
of humor from the Post, including the story of Tugboat Annie, and
works by P.G. Woodhouse, Irvin S. Cobb, Will Rogers, Ring Lardner,
James Thurber, Booth Tarkington, Daymon Runyon, Nunnally
JohnSon, Dorothy Parker and'Wanna Buy a Duck' by Joe Penner.

Bob died of a heart attack on Nov. 6, 1959 et Bala-Cynwyd,
leaving three children and a treasury of comedy. As we met with his
daughter Ann and discussed her father's life and accomplishments, at
one point my wife let out e good chortle while reading a 1950's vintage
Post article. Ann immediately remarked that this was the best
testimony to his life - that almost 50 years after his death' he could
still make people laugh.

Editors note: When my mother, raised in the Chicago suburbs, first
met my Dad in 1941, Robert M. Yoder was the only person she'd ever
heard of having that (uncommon" surname, -Chris Yoder
* **** ** *** **** **** * ** ** ** ***** ** *** ***** *** **** **** * ** **** * *

YODER
THESPIANS

f Oley Yoders Joseph
f (Samuel Chase) and Jeff

[ (Ben Franktin) ere cast

f members in the Reading
f Civic Theatre presentation
I of "1776". Joe is seen

f beardless for the first time

f since 1990! -
**
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A MONTREAL
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In harnutny tlteir time they spend
H'hile both pursue a common enrl:
..[ttd tu perpetuate their fame,
Resoh'e to give their piles a nonz.
Eng calls thent mud, antl ()ernt says Dreck
I lere thcy fa l l  out ,  each scorning the speech of  the other andprais ing that  of  h is own.

()n coming to l i l inois,  Schoormaster Joder became a charter
nrem ber of  thc newlv organized Rock Creek Mennoni te Church,  1g53,
of  which his o lder b iother,  Reverend Jonathan yoder,  who two years
bcf i r rc a lso migrated to l l l inois,  became the pastor  and bishop.
Rcrcrcnd Yndcr was l ikewisc a man of  keen mind,  sel f_educated and,
for that da1., a progressivc and, moreover, a wise leader. The fw'
brothers apparcntry hacr much in common, but  Revcrend yoder,s
dcath,  in l {169.  soon brought about a change, evidencer l  in an at tack
upon the teachings of  thc l ibcral  layman, Joseph Joder.' In h is th inking and c lose study of  the Scr iptures,  Joseph Joder
bad comc to cmbrace the doctr ine of  God's love instead of  ad'her ing to
the or thodox v iew of  the wrath of  God. . . . .  Our controvers ia l  poet
r+ ' rot . '  set  eral  other poems, one af ter  another,  in German and,
thcrcforc.  intcndcd for  thc IVlennoni te peoplc,  especia i ly  for  the
church leadcrs.  prcachers and bishops.  The f i rs t  of  these,  in 1g69,
cntitf(f, Die l;rohe BotschaJi translated Glad Tidings, sets forth fully
the new r loctr ines of  love and universal  salvat ion.  The poem created a
conrmrrt ion,  coming before the General  Mennoni te Conference at
Ful ton,  Ohio,  in 187(f .  l t  led at  once to h is persecut ion and soon
thereal ler  to h is being pronounced a heret ic .

- .  
Th:  issue ra ised by th is object ionable poem came to a cr is is  at  the( jeneral  ( lonference of  Me.nnoni tes in 1S70, meet ing in Ful ton County,

Ohio,  when af tcr  a long discussion i t  was voted that  those members
nho pcrs is l  in spreading such doctr ines,  af ter  being warned, should
be cxpel lcd '  But  that ,  af ter  a i l ,  was a matter  that  was in the hands of
thc l)astor or bishop of the congregation, and, in this case, Rever.end
Stuckcl '  rc fused to expcl  h is par ishioner,  author of  the poem, At  the
annual  confer .ence.  held in lgTl  at  Meadows, L iv ingston County,
l l l inois,  a cornmit tee was appointed to invest igate the whole matter
and report  at  thc ncxt  confercnce.  Then at  th i t  conference in lg71,
held in l ,agrangc county,  Int i iana,  t t te "o.mit iee made a rather
'ague rep(rrt on the attitude of Reverend Stuckey, the conference
cndenror ing to extor t  f rom him some sort  of  publ ic  confession or
disavowal ,  but  d id not  succeed, The poem under f i .e came up in the
discussions,  and af ter  publ ic ly  ieading several  of  the most
objcct ionable 'erses,  the conference voted io prace under the ban ai l
pers{ros who erpresser l  adherence to the v iews, A specia l  commit tee
again rra i ted on Revcrend Stuckcy in October,  lg i2,  and upon his
declar ing that  hc regart led Mr.  Joder as a brother in the church,  he
was informed that  the Gcneral  Confercncc would be obl iged to
w i t hd ra r r ' f r om  h im  and  h i s  cong rega t i on .

\ lh i le thc controversy was s izz l ing the okl  Rock Crcek Church
srvarmcd, d iv id ing into two separatc congregat ions,more or  less geo_
graphicall-v, but arso theorogicailv, althougri with feerings of muiual
good wi l l . . l rach group,  upon abandoning t i ie  o ld locat ion,  bui l t  a new"meet ing 

housc."  Rcv.  Stuckey became i -he minister  of  the one rocated
to thc south and east  ncar Danvers ant l  known as the North Danvers( lhurch,  rvhich was dcdicated in the autumn of  that  year,  1g72. The
heret ic  In)ct ,  s t i i l  in  good standing in the local  church,  was requested
br Rer.  Stuckcv to wr i te the dedicatory hymn, which he did,
producing in (ierman, Kirchweih Hymne. He had previously written
scveral  hrmns of  mer i t ,  not  a l l  of  which,  however,  had been accepted
bv the.  b ishops.

ln the meant imc the decrce of  the General  Conference,  a sort  of
nredieral  inte ld ict .  went for th,  most  of  the churches rat i fy ing i t .  The
\or th l ) i rnrcrs ( ihurch,  hoping that  the wave ofopposi t ion to lhe poet
larman would gradual ly  d issolve,  ignored thc act ion.  Later ,  however,
undcr unrc lent ing pressure and af ter  h is congregat ion had been
ou \ t c ( l  f r om  thc  con fe rence .187J .  Reve ren r l  S tuckey .  t he  b i shop -
pastor .  d id v ie l t l  to the extent  of  "set t ing back" f rom communion the
disturbing nlcmber.  I \ l r .  . Ioder,  but  wi thout  expcl l ing him from the
church.  , \ f ter  communion had bcen denied him, even though not
forrnal l r  expel led,  ! I r .  Joder absented himsetf  ent i re ly f rom
attcndancc at  church serv iccs,  s ince he regarded such act ion as v i r tual
crpuls ion and *hol l l  unwarranted.  - I 'he 

fact  is  that  he was not  a
nrenrhcr in goor l  s tanding and fu l l  fe l lowship and no longer so

regarded. He thereafter continued, unruffled and without bitterness,
his accustomed rerigious rife in the privacy of his home and his study
with-relatives and friends.

He was a large man physically, tall __ six feet, two inches, when in
his prime- rough-boned-and lank, loosely put together, with long arms
and legs and big feet. He was not robust, but a man of strength with
an iron constitution, never sick

In habits, he was abstemious; rigidly tcmperate. He was not
gluttonous, although he did not simply eat to live, for he was a good
liver 

.- he always enjoyed a good table. His one indulgence:was
smokfulg, In his old age, he at times "swore off," vowed he woutd quit,
what he regarded as a bad habit, and threw his pipe as far as he could
throw it; but he always managed to remember just where he had
thrown it" '  and without apologies resumed smoking.

. He dressed plainly, Until old, he wore "home_made,, clothes and
only in later years did he resort to "store,r clothes or ,,hand_me.
downs," even then the creases were first carefully ironed out before
putting them on. His daughter, Mary, was not only a school teacher
but also a seamstress, making suits for him and his numerous
grandsons. While he was reared in the hook_and_eye age of his
religious faith, he early discarded the peculiar superstitior that the
Lord had decreed a certain style of dress, and took to buttons. Until
old age, however, untir he began wearing the custom made suits, hewore the trousers without the buttoned vent, continuing the old_
fashioned drop front. He always wore the plain white muilin shirts,
the only adornment being the, long, wide, well_worn, black tie-band
under the wide, turnover attached collar, His hat was neither 'rstove-
pipe" nor derby, but an old-fashioned, high, full_crown hat one hat
scrving for many ycars-with a home..made straw of similar style toi
the two hot months of the summer. Without were his interest-plain
living and high thinking may truly be applierl to Joseph Joder,

lTlfJ*':--Ji:'�; i."* l.T:;.. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * + r * * * * * * * + * * * *
Joseph Joder - He Stirred the pot.

During the 1800s the American,n"r, oo.rll il?:yrHi:ff;
As the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, lowa, and Nebraska were
created, Amish and Mennonite people were among those who moved
west. Into the settlements came folks from pennsylvania, Maryland,
and other eastern states, from Ontario, Canada, and directly from
Europe.feople brought with them their ideas ofhow things should be
done. The American mid-west became a melting pot of regional
differences with conflict between the "tradition-minded" und th""change.minded". Joseph Joder was one of the change.minded,
although not an official leader in the Amish church. He had a
profound affect on the way things developed. He was a ..thinker" and
not satisfied with art of the prescribed Amish doctrines, He pubtished
his ideas and in the process he..stirred the pot",

Changes in the Amish were happening. By the time of Joder,s
death these changes was well underway. Some foit<s remained Amish,
and became the..Old Order Amish,'. Some folks became.,Mennonite,,
(various kinds). Some took the middle-of_the_road path and became
Amish-Mennonite, trying to keep the best parts oi the Amish, but
accepting Mennonite ways as well. By 1920 most Amish_Mennonites
had dropped the "Amish" part of the name and were ,.Mennonite',, or
something else. Joseph Joder was one who helped to make these
changes happen.

To read more about these changes see the following:
-Yoder, Paton, ..Tradition and Transition _ Amish Mennonites and
OId Order Amish 1800-1900", Herald press, Scottsdale, pA., t99l-Smith, Willard, ..Mennonites in lllinois", llerald press, Scottsdale,
PA.. 1983
-Smith,C. Henry, ..Smithls Story of the Mennonites',, Faith and Life
Press, Newton, Kansas, 1981
-Nolt, Steven ltt.,..A History of the Amish", Good Books, lntercourse,
PA., t992
******* ** **** ** * ***** ** ***** ** * ** *********************** ***
A PERFECT GIFT FOR THAT YODER ON YOUR LIST! _Give a
subscription to the Yoder Newsretter to family and friends! $3 for one
year, or $6 for two. When you order say *Begin the subscription by
sending the last published issue,'. Thanks for your support! [dail your
order to Yoder Newsletter, p.O. Box 594, Goshen. ln 46527****** ****** * ********************** *** ** ********************
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***************** **** *******gueries*** * **** ******** ** ** ** * * *

The YNL will publish Yoder related inquiries or exchanges at no
charge. Please limit as possible to include a full return addrcss. All
inquiries are checked against our records to see if we can help too. If
you reccive added info, please share it with the YNL for our files.
Send Queries to: Chris Yoder, 551 S. I|laple St., Saugatuck, NII 49453
or email at cYoder@tds.net .
****** **** ******************* *** **** **** * ****** * *** *** * *** **
Am curious about the history of several post card$ | have. The-v- were
addressed to Miss Salome and Mary Yoder writ ten in l9l0 and l9l l .
I\{ary lived in Johnstown, Pa. and Salome in Jerome, Pa. The cards
were purchased in Norfolk, and were written by a John, Anna, and a
Lucy. One ofthe postcards talks about the individual preparing to go
to C[ina, perhaps as a missionary. Anyone who can idcntify these
people, please drop a line to Mansycook@verizon.com .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * r l * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * *  * * *  *  * * * * * * *  *  *  * * *  *  * r l * * *  *

SEARCHING FOR YODERS: In respect for the privacy of living
individuals, we suggest that if you are able to help make the
connection sought, that you pass the name and contact information on
to the individual or family involved, and let them initiate contact with
the person who has made the query.*The Editors, YNL

DON YODER, LIVED lN IL{RVALA, GR-tf,CE- I'm rrriting you
from Thessaloniki Greece. I (on behalfof my father) am scarching for
a certain Don Yoder who. in the late 60's, was staying in the town of
Kavala . Greecc. He rvas a clnse friend of m1, fatherrs (Prodromor ll.
Markoglou. poet) and they harl a mail  exchange after \ l r .  \ 'odcr lcft
Greece, but as hc was constantly changing addresscs in the l l .S.A. wc
finally lost contact.. He was marricd (probably is still) to an Amcrican
lady and tbeir son was named Karl. .  I I is main job at the t ime lvas
correcting texts for numerous editions, It is not a malter of great
importance or emergency but my father asked from me to check in
the net for this person so I ended up to you... Yours faithfulll ,
Markoglou Harris, "Xaris Markoglou" <xmarkoglour?)hotmail.com>
******** ********* ** **** ************ ** ** * ** * ** * ****** * ** * *** *
ROBERT YODf,R, MII,ITARY SER\'ICE IN PT]ERTO RICO- MY
Grandfather was Robert Yoder and he was an officer'in the Arnred
Forces, probably the Air Force. My dad told me the famil-v name
comes from Pennsylvania. My grandmother died in the early 90's and
my dad met his father only oncc. I was born in Puerto Rico as my
father Carl Abraham Yoder, and m] t \o unclcs Robert and John
Marshall. Carlos Ayra Yoder, 1044 Wood Stream Dr, Orand Prairie,'t'x 75052
f  * r f  r i i i v r * * ' f  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * + * * * * r * * * * t * * * *

Yoder House Opportunity
In June I had the privi lege of hosting the l 'oder l louse in

Spruce Forest Artisan Village' Grantsville, NlD. During the week 200-
some individuols toured the house. Some chose to take the sclf-guided
tour from tbe beautiful root cellar to the attic, which was used as a
smoke house and area for drying fruits and vegetables. Others spent
more time studying the architecture of the magnificent structure.
Several were particulsrly interested in the story of the Yoders. This
Y'oder Houre is *+eplice of whal ie Selieved +eSe theloase one of tle
earliest Yoder immigrants built Yost Yoder. Ilowever' I doubt that his
family experienced the comfort of air conditioning or heat as I tlitl!

Going stairs often is not a rcquirement, but grceting people is!

Kenneth Yoder and Paul Yoder are local resource persons who
worked very hard in building the struct[re and continue to be
involved with scheduling hosis and providing much background
information. Why not consider a week or month, or year of
volunteering! Contact Paul H. Yoder, 507 llemlock Drive, Grantsville,
21536 or phone him at 301-895-5411, -contributed try listher [,. Yoder

t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r f  * r . * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

VISIT THE YODER HOMEPAGE A'T:
WWW.YODE RN IWSI.,ET'I'F, R.ORG

* * * *  *  * * * * * * r r * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * *  * * * * * *  * * * t l * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * J . * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r l * * * *
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YODER FATHER AND SON ARTISTS

C'laudc H. \ 'ot ler {fhc f ir thcr) was born in the vi l lage of
Grantsvi l le in the mountains of \ \ 'estcrn ,\ Iaryland. His Amish
parents were IIane) and Annie Iorler ' .  l , ' rom infanc_-v Claude had the
desire to creatc art. lle skctchetl on thc sitle of sheds, scrap
cardboard, and an)' paper that he could find. llis pockets were always
full ofsmall stones, pieces ofrrood. or seeds. IIe would carve objects in
these found obiecLs. fle was constantl-v rlisciplined in the "Yoder

School" for drawing when he shoukl bc rcading.
H.e marricd Hazel Beach.r-, a Nlennonite woman, purchased a

farm and continucd his urge 1r rre. l !r .  l l is f :rrol i tc medium becanre
sculpture, I le fashioncd:l  lvorl i  spi lr t  in his birscnrent with a butcher's
block and his tools. l le carrrt l  Li lds, i tnir lals, people and rel ief
landscapes from assorte(l  materials that he col lected or people
brought him.

IIe startcd shon' ing his work :rt  local fcst ivals. I lc had one-man
shows in four ncarb;" colleges . ltt l')i2 he representerl illarvland at
the Smithsonian Institute ltestival of .-\ntcrican l;olklore for two weeks
on the mall  in Washinston D.( ' .  l le leturned in 1973 to teach chi ldren
to carve,

IIc bad three pieces displart: t l  in the inaugural opening ofthe
Amcrican Visionary Art Nluscunr in l lal l imore, \{aryland. In the
AVANI's sccond shon his cight firot lloses rvls shoryn and a piece of
music rvas written about it.

llis work was featured in the book "Nlountain People,
Mountain Crafts" and " ' l 'hc I ' r 'ee of L. i fc".

Olaudc dcsigned hc and l lazerl ' r  tornbstone. I le placed a bar of
music on i t  for l lazcl a singer lnd a bird on a l imlr for his love of
nature. ( l laude would have loved his 'nork tu tre real ist ic. but the lack
oftraining rcstr icted his dcsire. I t  is this naite unschooled quali ty that
made his rvork charminri  and disl inct ivc.

Claude passed away in l99l at the age of ll7. Most of his
carvings havc becn donated to a muscum in Cumberland, Maryland
where a portion of thcm are always on display.

Olin's (the son) first memories of his liather was sitting on his
lap at the kitchen tabl€, kerosene lamp lit as he drew on the back of
the oil cloth. One of Olin's prize possessions is a painting done by his
f,'rtler of e Moose entcring a snowy forest Color was supplied from a
cheap wafercolor set but he had no brushes. IIe fashioneti brushes
from chicken feathers and completed thc painting.

Olin attendcd the 1\Iarylanrl Institutc of ;\rt in Baltimore.

oil paintings are in corporate collcctions and he has been in
innumerable group and one-man shows. His favorite shows were the
two that combined he and his F-ather's work, It was called, "Amish
Father/City Son". At the present time he displays forty oil paintings at"I lelen's Garden" in Balt imore, The paint ings are constantlv changed
and can be scen on his wcbsite. (*uu.oi lsbrol in.com) Olin also is a
cartoonist and has used them in banquet speaking engagements.

Claudc passed the love of creating art to Olin and ()lin passed
it on to his daughfer Cinrly who has a dcgree in the Graphic Arts.

* * * * * f  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ENOS D. YOD[R FARI!- Dr. Don Yoder cal led to identi fy the farm
of his grandfather (page 6, YNL ,15).
***********************************************************

This was a great joy for me Bnd I learned much from othel Yoders Nlaryland and was Rwarded a Mnsters in Fine Arts. He has taught the
who visited. The house includes an adeqrratc basement apartment visual arts for over fifty years and still tcaches at Catonsville
with a very comfortable bed, kitchen, bath and neeried comforts, ln Community College. Olin has received awards in his educational
addition volunteers receive meals at the neartry Penn itlps restaurant career. He was tcacher of the year in 1991 in Anne Arundel County
a tha l f  p r ice .Formeaspec ia lp lus inc ludedbe ingapar to f thev i l lage  and a  s ta te  f ina l i s t '  I {e  has  served on  ar t  counc i l s  and rece ived a
where artisans are at work, including our well'known Gary Yoder, prestigious award for his contribution to the arts.
bird carver. Olin maintains a studio in Linthicum Heights, Maryland. llis
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UPDATE FROM THE OLEY YODERS
Hello from the Oley branch of the Yoder Family. We had our

annual reunion on July l6 at the Fire Hall  in Oley, PA. There were 35
people in attendance with the oldest attendee, Colonel Harry Yoder of
Iloyertown, PA at 89 years and the youngest two l3-year old girls'
Adrianna Gentile of Ewing, NJ and Rachel Balderrama of Reading'
PA. Everyone was treated to table favors of miniature colonial hats
made by Molly Yoder and bundles of hand-made dishcloths made by
Gertrude Seiz. During our visi t ing t ime we had a chance to meet and
greet old friends and to make new ones. Bob Keller and Dick Yoder
were there to answer questions about genealogy and Yoder family
history. At noon we enjoyed a buffet luncheon with homemade
desscrts and "make-your-own" sundaes.

Our guest speaker was Jim D'Allesandro, who spoke on
('omme morative White House Christmas Ornaments. His
presentation was informative and entertaining and the ornaments,
which hc shared with the audience, were not only beautiful but
carried a special historical significance. Jim shared facts and
anecdotes about the White House. the Presidents and their families
and events that shaped our country. He had the audience guessing
about questions on past presidents and also had them laughing at
manv unusual insights to l i fe in Washington in the early days'
Everyone seemcd to enjoy the presentation and was amazed at being
able to handle the delicate special edition ornaments.

We also had a presentation by Eva Mae Crist of llalam' PA
representing the Grantsville, MD group about their upcoming
National Reunion in October of 2006. The Oley Yoders hope to
charter a bus to attend that reunion next year. If you are from our
area and would like to join us or would like more information please
write. cal l  or email  us at:

Address: Nancy Yoder 415 State St. Pottstown, PA 19464
Phone: Nancy Yoder 610-323 -1136 or Joe Yoder 61U779-5932
Umail: Ken Yoder Bryp4gr@Elcarrier.com,

The end of the reunion was a raffle for an assortment of gifts
and treats. Everyone had a chance to buy tickets for a chance on the
item or items they wanted to win. It seemed the day was a success and
we hope that you will be able to join us next year.

One final item of interest, two area Yoders, Joe and Jeff were
members of the cast for the spring presentation of the Reading Civic
-f'heatre's "1776" at the Sovereign Center in Reading, PA' Joe played

Samuel Chase of Maryland and Jeff was Ben Franklin. Those of us
who attended hail their performances and the success ofthe show'
-The Oley Yoder Heritage Association
*** *** ***** * *** *** **** ******* * ******************************

YODER'SMOOTH J AZZ" ARTIST
To learn more about Yoder musician, paul Thomas Yoder'

visit: http://www.paulthomasvoder'com. His new CD "Dreamin"' is

avai lable for order.
+ * * * * + * * * * * * * * * * * * + * + * * * * * * * * + * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * + * * * * f ,  *

lgth Annual Meetine gf l.Ioqse o[,Yo.dg.r
'fn" tT%ffiil *eting of House of Yoder, Inc' will be held at the

Yoder llouse in Grantsville, Maryland on the grounds of the Spruce

Forest Artisan Village on Saturday, November 12 from 10 a'm'-I2:30

p.m. The featured speaker will be James Yoder who will talk about

ihe first Yoders in the area as well as speaking about women who as

Yoders eventually changed their names by marriage' Other busines,s

items and fellowship will also be highlights of the meeting' There will

also be an update on the emerging plans for the National Yoder

Reun ion tobehe lda t theYoderHouse in the fa l lo f2 f i )6 (oc tober19-
22), All interested persons' especially those with the Yoder name

and/or Yoder ancestry' are welcome at the annual meeting'

Qucstions-please contact Lonnie Yoder at 1066 Smith Avenue'

Harrisonburg, VA 22802; 54U432-6461; or y@!d@!!.!].@'. . . .
*  + *  t  * *  * * *  * * * * * * * * * * t f  * * * *  * * * *  { ' * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

2006 REUNION PLANS- National Yoder Reunion - Thurs" Oct' 19-

22 (Sun.), 2006 in the Grantsville, Md' area' Will include: dedication

"o.t tou.* of the Yoder House, arts and craft sale' a day long tour of

Y o t | e r s i t e s i n M D a n d S o m e r s e t C o . , P A a r e a s ' a n o r i g i n a | d r a m a
fcaturing the life of Jost Joder of Steffisburg, Switzerland' and a

worship service in the Yoder House on Sunday morning' Persons

dcsiring further information at this point and/or wanting to receive a

registration form may contact Lonnie Yoder at 1066 Smith Avenue'

llirrisonburg, VA 22802, 54V432-6467, or voderld'Aremu'edu'

************************************************************
YODER PASSINGS:
-- Nelt Yoder, 88, Goshen, [n, died, May I l, 2005- widow of YNL co-
founder Ben
-- Luella C. Yoder, 91, died June 26, 2005. Born Grantsville,
daughter of the late Christ ian J. and Amanda (Mil ler) Yoder.
--- Martha Lynn (Yoder) Elston, died February 6' 2005 in Tornillo
(TX)., age 53. From t ines: YRl26, YR26l26l l '  and YRC4.
--- Crist L. Yoder retired amish farmer and woodworker of Baltic, Oh
died Feb. 15, 2005, age 83. (Desc. of Michael Yoder YRC). See his
photo in YNL26 at NC Yoder reunion)
--- Kenneth Wayne Yoder, 78, Willow Island, Neb. d. Apr.3, 2fi)5,
Son ofJay Arnold Yoder YRl27327e
-- Witliam A. Johnson, died Apr. 28, 2005, Des Moines, Ia. Friend of
the INL and contributor of Yoder research
--- Dorothy R. Yoder,9l, died Apr.20, 2005, Lancaster, Pa, widow of
the late Stephen R. Yoder
--- Sherman M. Yoder,9l,  died May 2,2005, b. Wolford' ND to Aaron
C. (YR267356 ) and Sylvia Renno Yoder.
-- Sue (Collins) Yoder, 89, dicd Aug. 28, 2005, last surviving child of
Norman S. Yoder (YR2611915) and Annie Yoder (YRI21736) of
Pinto, NId.
************************************************************

Dick Christal and Magdalena (Ilooley) Yoder
- By lva Lou Yoder, Edited by Betty Hartzler

descendants gathered in the Allensville Amish-Mennonite cemetery
for the dedicatlon of new tombstones marking the graves of "Dick

Christal" and Magdalena (Hooley) Yoder.
The original mountain stones, marked "DY 1847" and "MY 1840"

(plus a third stone with no markings) had weathered and split.
Percy Yoder enlisted the help of Lewistown Monument Co. and at

three different times apptied a sealer. Despite these efforts, the

stones continued to deteriorate and would eventually have

crumbled. Percy then began a campaign to replace the old stones
with new ones. At three different reunions of DY and MY

descendants, collections were taken and held by Iva Lou Yoder'

acting trcasurer. Other ctlntributions from a number of relatives
given to Percy made up the majority of the cost. The original stones
will be preserved in the Mennonite Heritage Center in Belleville'

PA.
During the bricf service, Percy Yoder spoke on Yoder family

history, stressing the hardships of the pioneer families. Lee Kanagy

had a scripture meditation and prayer. Gilbert Yoder served as

photographer for the occasion. There was time for questions and

anr*"e.t and fellowship. This was a memorable time for those who

had a part in preserving the memory of Dick Christal and

Magdalena Yoder.
Di 1847 was Christian Yoder (Dick or Thick Christal)' He was

born in 1761 in Berks Co, PA and was the sixth of nine children

born to "Strong" or "Stark" Jacob and Anna (Beiler) Yoder' He

married Nlagdalena f looley (1761-18'10), daughter of John and

Catharine (Blank) HooleY.
.Iohn Hooley moved to Kishacoquillas Vatley (Brown Township) in

1791 and was the f irst Amish minister in Miff l in County' "Dick"

Christal and Magdalena soon followed' raising three sons and three

daughters in the Valley: Daniel, Christian, Magdalena, Jacob,

Catharine and Barbara. Daniel was the only son to remain in Big

Valley, buying the farm along Saddlers Creek in Huntingdon

C'ounty. (It is now occupied by Robert and Virginia Renno')

Theie are hundred of descendants in Big Valley and elsewhere

who come from this familY
* * * * * * * * * * * * + + * * * * t * * * * * * * * + * * * * * * * * + * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * + * *
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On a sunny Sunday afternoon, September 19, 2004' twenty-five


