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A YODER AND "THB LOST BATTALION'

ROBERT S. YODER (1890-1947) (Provided by Jack M. Fosmark)

THE HISTORY AND THE MOVIE:
One of the many heroic tales of WWI is the story of "The Lost

Battalion." For five days between October 2-7.1918, elements of the
308th Infantry and of Company K of the 307th Infantry were trapped
in a ravine behind enemy lines in the Argonne Forest, holding off
assaults by superior numbers of German forces. On the 4th day,
al though surrounded bv the enemy, out  of  suppl ies,  and wi th 50
percent casualties, the major refused a surrender demand from the
German commander.  On the 8 'n of  October,  re l ief  came. The
survivors walked out of the ravine (rvhich came to be knorvn as ,,The

Pocket")  carry ing their  s ick and rvounded.
The Arts and Enterta inment (A&E) te levis ion channel  made a

TV movie about th is event  in 2001, starr ing Rick Schroeder as the
Congressional Medal of Honor winning Major Charles Whittlesey,
leader of the American soldiers. One of the featured players is a "Bob

Yoder," depicted as a "cowboy from Montana," a simple man who
dies courageously during the battle. Last fall, as the YNL 40 was at
the printer, we were contacted by historian Robert J. Laplander,
author of  the for thcoming book "Epic in the Argonne: A
Comprehensive History of Charles W. Whittlesey and the Lost
Battalion." Mr. Laplander was interested in learning more about
"Bob Yoder."

TIIE HUNT FOR "BOB YODER"
A review of our files found no Bob Yoder, cowboy from

Montana, who died during WWI. Mr. Laplander then checked his
references further and found that perhaps he had been drafted from
Minnesota. We found no Robert Yoder in Minnesota. But we DID
find an internet site listing WWI service members from SW
Washington state, which says:

"Robert S. Yoder- enlisted in the service 1 Jul 1918 at Camp
Lewis lla. He was assigned to the 56th Co. I4th Battalion, I66th Dept
Brigadg, snd was settt to Camp Kearney. Here he was transferred to Co.
L, I6d' Inf and sent overseas I Aug 1918 on the Troopship Nestor. He
landed in Liverpool England, and from there was sent to Ld Harve
France. He served one month on M. P. duty, when the 40th Div. was
broken up and used as replacements for the 7/n Div. Yoder was then
lransferred to Co. E, 308n Regt. and served throughout the Meuse-
Argonne offensive. On the front he acted as stretcher bearer from the
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In the last  issue,  we announced a major  breakthrough
ident i fy ing the bi r thplace of  the immigrant  Melchior  yodcr.  In
preparat ion for  h is 2002 " l {er i tage Tour" ,  noted histor ian Dr.  l )on
Yoder found a copy of  a let ter  in h is f i les f rom the late farni lv
researcher Kar l  Joder in Germany. This let ter  had bccn sent  to
of f ic ia ls of  Weidenthal ,  and asked about a Joder fami ly there.  * .h ich
included a son "Johann Mclchior" .

The church bi r th records Kar l  c i ted,  as corrected bv revierv o l '
LDS microf i lm copies,  shorv:

Side l2-  l4 Jan 1725 born Johann Albrecht ,  parents Nickolaus
Joder & Anna Cathar ina, . .b i r th-wi tness" Albrecht  Wei lachcr.

Side 14- 4 Jan 1728 born Anna Nlar ia Susanna, parents
Nickol .  Joder and Anna N{ar ia,  rv i tnesses Samuel  Burkdor l 'er  ant l
wi fe,  Susanna Johanna

Side l8-  l2 Nov l7-10 born Johan Jacob, parents Nickolaus
Joder & Anna Cathar ina,  rv i tnesses:  Johann Jacob \ \ ' i t tmcr.
Bestander zu _ und Anna Mar ia,  wi fe of  Samuel  Burkdorfer

Side 2l -  l5 Aug 1736 born Johann l l le lchior ,  parcnts
Nickolaus Joder,  Anna Cath. ,  wi tnesses Johann Nlelchior  Ackermann
& Anna El isabeth

From thc conf i rmat ion records.  we see:
Sheet 102 -On Easter  in 1739 became conf i rmed Johlnn Albrecht
Joder l 5 1'ears of age
Sheet 103 -On Easter  1745 became conf i rmed Johann Jacob Jocler  l . l
years of age

And on Sheet 108 lyc see -  on 15 Apr 1739 t l ies Nicol : r r is  Jut l t r

MELCHIOR YODER BREAKTHROUGTIS IN
GERMANY AND PENNSYLVANIA

I t  is  c lear that  these records refer  to our. ,Mclchior  Yor lcr"  (Nl)
and his brother "John Jacob" of  lSth century Pennsr ' lvania.  (  arr  r re
f i t  th is fami ly into our Stef f isburg Joder l inks? At  th is point  r r .c ' rc
found nothing to prove connect ions,  but  many th ings rvorthv of
educated speculat ions.  l t  is  var iously recorded, \ \ ' i thout
documentat ion,  in some of  the n,r i t ing of  Kar l  Joder and Ottnrrr .

Name 1790 1800 l8l0 1820 1830 1810 1850 1920 193
YODER 23 36 56 91 130 152 {09' :652 i l .71
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' l  
he Yode r  Novslet ter-  Founded 1983 by

Ben F Yodcr (1913-1992),  Chr is Yoder & Rachel  Kreider

FRONI THE EDITORS

C-hr is Yoder.  I ' l t l i tor ,  Bat t lc  Creek,  N{ l ;  John W' Yoder,  Circulat ion

Manager.  Nl i t ld lebur l ' ,  IN;  Rachel  Kreider,  Senior  Contr ibut ing

Edi tor .  Goshen, lNl  Esther E.  Yoder,  Mai l  Manager,  Goshen, lN;

Donald Kauffman, YNL Homepage Webmaster,  F)dmonton,  Alberta '

Canada. Other C'ontr ibutors:  Richart l  H'  Yoder '  Bechtelsv i l le '  PA;

Hubert  A.  Yoder,  Char lot tc,  NC; Dorothv Yodcr Coffman, Malvern '

PA: Dr.  Don Yor lcr .  Devon, PA; Neal  D'  Wi l fong'  Cleveland,  NC'

*  *  *  *  *  * ' *  *  *  * : !  * ' !  *  *  *  * ' l  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * ' *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  * *  * *  * *

SEND YN l .  CIORRI ' l 'SPONDIlNCE :
-  FOR ClR( l l - l l .AI ION ISSUES ON[.Y such rrs nerY or renewed

subscr ipt ions,  changes of  address,  ordcrs for  back issues to:  Yoder

Nervslet ter .  P.O. Box 594,  Goshen, IN 46527-0594'

-  At . t .  O' t t lER ( IORRFISPONDENCE- Deal ing rv i th ancestra l

quer ies or  contr ibut io l rs for  fu lure YNl,s or  archives (such as reunion

not ices,  let ters to the l ld i tor ,  copies ofBib le records or  other h istor ical

in lbrmat ion) to:  Chr is Yoder.  203 Lakeshire Rd' ,  Bnt t le Creek'  Ml

49015 (or  b l  e lectrotr ic  mai l  to "75757.3371(a'compuserve'com") '

* * * * * * * i - * * ' ! d - * t r l r : f * * * ; ! _ r _ * ; t ; k ' l : ! - * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * + * * * * * * * * * * * *

YNI- PRIC'E lNIr( )Rl I . \ ' l ' lON S$$S (Pr ice unchanged s ince 19831)

- I 'he \  NL suirscr ipt ion is  on atr  annual  basis- two issues for  53'

- I lA(-K ISSUES of  the YNl.  arc $ l  per issue.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * -  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * ' *  * ' *  d ' *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  * *  *  * *  *  *

IIAIII)BOI.]ND YNL OU'T OF STOCK
Thc last  ferv renrain ing copies of  the hardbound Yn' l -  Back- issues are

erhausted.  BACII iORDt ' -RS are being taken (rv i thout  deposi ts)  and

* 'hen a suf l ic icnt  r 'o lunle exists to launcl t  a rcpr int '  you wi l l  be

contactcd ant l  of lcrct l  a "prc-publ icat ion pr ice" to help fund the basic

cos t s  o f  r ep r i n t . ' l he  Yodc r  Ne*s l e t t e r  l s sues  I  Th rough  25  -  bound

240-pagc volutne includes a topical  index of  major  ar t ic les,  and an
"ever l  nante int ler" .  Scnd Iour rescrve order to ( lhr is  Yoder at  the

emai l  ant l  r t 'gular  adclress abovc.  l t  nrav be several  years unt i l

suf l ic ient  orcters are assenrblcd to lar tnch a rcpr int '
* * * t r t f * * * a a * t r t r * i * : r : t * i * t : * * * * * * * * - * * * * * * * _ l _ * * * * * * * * * * * * - * * * * 4 ' * * *

YODEn DA-I 'A ON DISI{  C' I IANGFI '  NIUDIA: As rvc have non'

exceedcd 6 disks rvorth o l  data,  rve are changing over to using a CD

for thc Yoder lnforntat ion. ' th is rv i l l  a l lorv the expansion to inc lude

a<lc l i t ional  f i le  t lpes such as pictures and scanncd images. ' l 'he pr ice

for  our " \ 'o t ler  f )ata on Disk" rv i l l  s t i l l  be $10 (postage included) '  A

reminder--- , \n1one rv i th internet  access can get  the f i les AT NO

CHARGI, I  hr '  f i lc  t ransfer  f rom the Yoder Nervslet ter  Homepage (see

the "ftp" dircctory at rlu'rv.1'odernel'sletter'org)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * *- tt * * 1- * *- * * d- * * {_ * * * * * * * * * * * *- * * * * * * + * * * * * * * *** * **

ORDER 
'l'Iltr YODllltS OF N(l BOOK: rhe Eblelt-elirc

Yoder Famih in Nr i r th ( 'arol i I4 b1'Dr.  I ' - red Ro.v Yoder has been

repr intet l  and is  ata i lable once urore! !  Pr ice $25 (postage included) '

Send chccks to :  " \ 'oder Nlemoria l  Fund" at :  Yoder Fami l -v in North

Carol ina.  e/o:  l l i l l  Yocler ,  2707 Zion Church Rd. I l ickor--v '  NC 28602

J : * * * * * * * * i - * - * * * * * * * * : r . * - * * * J . * * - * * * ' L * * _ : k * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

NC YODEIIS I.]I 'DATE PROJECT C]ONTINI.]ES!!
' l  

h is  nrul t i -1c: , r r  project  a i tns to br ing the descendants of  Conrad

Yoder up to date and at td l ines f ront  a l l  over t l te nat ion '  l 'he help of

a l l  ( 'onrad fanr i l l  t t tc tnbers is  needed to assemble current

in lbrmat ion.  Notet t  h istor ian Dr.  Don Yoder has promised a major

introduct io i l  to th is revis io l t  on the histor l  of  the Yoder fami ly.  
' I 'o

help,  contact :  l l i l l  Yoder,  7 '10' /  Z ion ( lhurch Rd. f l ickor l ,  NC 28602

emai l :  brodcr ' ! !q4t l thoo.cotn or  Chr is Yot ler  at  203 l ,akeshire Rd. '

.B$i '.". !': s: l r ) i I 1 39,1 i: 9 l'l'lil : :I g9 : :(f it$i:'1"'1,
Amish ant l  . tp!111 N' lennonite Genc:r logies Reprint
Cir te" i l . l t ,  t lugl r  1" . .  rnd Rachel  W. Kreider '  ' \mish and Ant ish-

$lennoni te ( icncalogies. ' 'u ' r '  2t l  pr int ing.  l  'ancaster .  Pl ' :  Lancaster

N lennon i t e  l l i s t o r i ca l  Soc ie t l . 2003 '  8S8  pp '  $70 '00  ( c l o th ) '  F ' o r  ma i l ed

orders outs i t l t '  P i r . ,  at l t l  $(r .50 postage/handl ing ($76'50) '  For mai led

orders in Pa. ,  acld 6(X,  s i t l ts  tax ($81.09).  Crcdi t  cards accepted'  E-

mai l :  ln thsia lnrhs.r t lg I 'hone:  (717) 393-97'15 l tax:  (717) 393-8751
* * * * * + * * * i ! i . _ r - * t r * * * * * * t i : k : f * i - * * * d _ * * * * d - * * * * * * d - * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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. ts i .qH,\nt  YODER FLAG DONA'|  ED- June 13.  2002
"sccretar l  of  State IJob Bro*n ant ic ipatcd Flag Da1'  

- lhursdav 
b1'

h o s t i n g a r e c e p t i o n f e a t u r i n g a l 0 0 ' 1 ' c a r - o l t l . t n r e r i c a n l . | : r g t h a t l r ' a s
d o n a t e d t o h i s o | f i c c ' T h e f l a g o t t c r : s t t t t i t l l l c s i t l c t h c r l e l l " r r l ' l h c n I a r I
lvho held Broln 's posi t ion a century ago'  Brorvn's guests at  the

recept ion included Anne Yoder NIcDonald,  the great-n iece of

Ab rahamYodc r , r vhose rvedas i \ I on tanasec re ta r vo l ' s t a te l i ' om l905
to  l 9 l t .  N l cDona l t l '  * l r o  l i v cs  i n ' l ' ennessee .  sen t  t he  l l ag  t o  t he

Sccret : r11 of  state 's o l f icc last  1ear.  l {ccogniz ing i ts  h istor ical

s igni l icance,  Brorvn had the f lag rnet iculousl l  rcstored and hung in a

s p " e c i a | l l m a d e c a s e o n t h e r r ' a l l o f h i s c o n f e r e n c e r o o n l . l v h e r e t h e
recept ion was held.

"yo<t"r ,  an Ohio t l : t t ive '  cantc to Nlontana in l t l82 and became a

prominent But te businessman. L ike Brorvn,  he ran for  secretary t l f

, tut"  u,  a Republ ican.  I Ie suf fcred f ro ln poor hcl l th rnd died whi le in

ol f ice.  F ' rani  Bird I - inderman'  rvho scrve d : rs Yo<lcr 's  assistant

secrctnr) 'of  s tate before gain ing reno\ ln as a l lontana author and

histor ian,  once dcscr ibcd Yoder as a " lv i l rnt  f r icnd'"  (sce YNL 3l)

"  Fol lowing thc rccept ion,  NlcDonald ant l  hcr  fami l l 'p lanncd to go

to Butte,  to v is i t  Yodcr 's  o l t l  s tonrping grounds,  and to Kal ispel l  to

v is i t  L indcrman's grant lson ant l  gran<tdaughter,  ' )ack Wal lcr  and

Sal l l '  l Ia t f ic l t l . " -copied rv i th permission f rom Press Release

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * a -  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *

Letters to thc Fld i tor-
-Hi  Chr is,  NI l  Aunt  Louise Yoder of  Kingl ishe r '  Okla '  cc lebrated her

95tr '  b i r tht la l  Jan.  20,  2003. I  am including a photo of  her ( lc f t )  and

my mother,  [ imma (Yoder)  Barnum, age 93 (r ight) .  The last  surv iv ing

of  thc l2 chi ldren of  Pear l  l l l l io t  Yot ler  (Con3l6l4) .  -Kei th Barnum.

Sl lNl lcA YODl i lR (O\ ' , t3. la)  G,\R 128th Rcg ( . 'o  H MI ' \

Chancel lorsvi l le  5/3/1U63 m b-v Rev August t ts  l lcrnr i ln 9/9/1865 Sarah

Ann ( I f  enr ict ta)  I le ister  (11411845-21111938 St John's l le lbrmcd Ch'

Kutztonn).  "A photo of  I  union sold ier  in uni l i r rnr  rcc l in ing rr i th h is

r i f le .  canleen.  bet t ro l l ,  cup and other necessi t ies of  the per iod'  
' [ 'aken

b r ' ( l has .  ' \ .  Sa l l o r ,  S . l i .  ( l o rne r  S i r t h  and  Penns  S t s . ,  Read ing '  PA '

l l is  n i te uas Slrah I l iester  -  Yodcr t r l to m. . lanrr :s Kt ' l lcr  of  
' I 'opckl '

KS al lcr  her ! i rs l  husbi lnds dcir th.  Scncca Yodet 'born Nor ' .  -10 '  1848

rrnt l  d iecl  \ Iar .  l7 l t l72 t r t2 l  l rs  o ld.  Al l  th is informat ion is  \ l r i t ten on

thc  back  o f  l hc  pho to .  N t r .  Yodc r  g ; r r c  t h i s  pho t c  a l ong  r r i t h  a

handkcrchief  and a pin-back brr t ton to a lndl  k i ror t t l  ls  '  Grandrna
( l lauson . lones.  " ( i r i rnc lma Clauson-. f  t tncs l lankv ovcr , \bot t t  75 or  80

1'rs o ld.  ( i ivcn to hcr  by a Union Soldicr  in C' i r i l  War for  lc t t ing him

slccp orer .  F lar l  b ig bngs l i l l l  o l 'n icc th ings.  Sorr te onc s l re kne*.  "

tr *- *:! *- r: * * * d_ * i- d- * * i * :{- * * * tr'* * * *'t:! i- i- * * l.I- * t-:! ,r * _i * 1 i- * ti * * * t- a- * * * * * * * * * *



YAl4-Andrew Yoder b 10/16/1825 "on the ocean" d g/ lg i lg lg
(81511928 per Mishawaka Enterprise) and his wife Nancy Klingaman
rvho he married in 1849. Nancy went to help neighbors stricken with
Diphttteria, caught the disease and died in-a slntle dav in 1g64_
l  harrks to Picrre Stcphenson Ocean park.  \ \  ashingion
x  *  +  *  +  +  +  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  * *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * * *  *  *  x

ST. JODER's DAY CARD CONTEST WINNER!
( iongratulat ions to our St .  , foder 's  Day Card contest  winner Anqela
Ann Yoder (YR2354681l5l ) .  Her or ig inal  ar t  wi l l  be user l  for  the 2003
St.  Joder 's  Day Card and rv i l l  be avai lable for  download f rom the
Yoder f lomepage as both a mai led card,  and an . .e-mai l "  vers ion.
Wc' l l  cont inue to accept other submit ta ls and may post  addi t ional
ones for  use dur ing August  i6 'h St  . foder 's  Dal  celcbrat ions.  The
cards and instruct ions on how to use thcm wi l l  be avai lable by ear ly
surnmer at  the Yoder Homepage (  rywlv.yodernewslet ter .org )  .

Angela reports "The design was
inspired by sta ined glass,  which I
have looked at  a lot  s ince I  am
Cathol ic .  I  wanted to v isual ly  l ink
us all back to that special person
we can al l  t race ourselves to;  that
at  one t ime he was star t ing over
with his family, and I feel I can
relate to that ,  too. ' fhe c i rc le
represents all of us as a famill', no
matter  how our last  names are
spel led.  I  am reaching back to the
past  to understand mysel f ,  my
Amish her i tage,  star t ing over,  and
keeping Faith."

/\ngela returned to school alter working in the lbod industry lbr ll
years and graduated in '02,  at  the age of35,  f rom The Evergreen State
College with her second B.A., in Visual Art. She is working at a local
theatre company,  Har lequin Product ions,  as the Props Mistress and
have helped in other capaci t ies wi th set  paint ing and spot l ight
operat ion.  Her husband Craig Dickson who coaches Cross Country at
Evergreen. They moved to Washington in '95 from Colorado. She is
descended from Christian Yoder (YR2), "Red Jake" (YR23546), her
Grandfather was Jacob N. (YR23546811),  and her father is  Elmer Jav
(YR235468t I  5) .
***-*******************************************************

Do You Read German Script?
And have access to an LDS Family History Center??? I have
transcribed the Joder records of Muri (a neighboring town to
Steffisburg is Switzerland). I believe I've interpreted the Joder
indiv iduals and dates fa i r ly  wel l ,  but  there are a var iety of  other
family names referenced in the Joder records which I either had to
guess at  or  just  leave blanks in the names. I 'd  l ike to get  an expert 's
proofing of these microfilmed records against my transcript before I
post them on the Homepage or develop a YNL article for publication.
Please replv to: Chris Yoder at: cvoder@tds.net
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  * *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  * *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  * * *  *  t *  *  * *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  * * *  * *  * *  *  * *  * *

********************** ********* **** * ******** *** ***********
'THE 

SAMUEL P. YODER FAMILY IN ILI,INOIS
-by Wilda Yoder Ken nedl- (rvkenn edy(g nrtco.com)

Samuel  Peter  Yoder was the f i rs t  of  our lami lv l ine to be born
in l l l inois,  near Morton in Tazwel l  Co. ,  in Nor, .3,  1859. He rvas a son
of John B. Yoder ryho was born in Wavnc Co..  Oh.,  on Scp.  I  l ,  1834.
John's f i r ther lyrs petcr ,  a son of  Solonton Nhose fathcr  nas (  hr is t ian
Yoder I l  of  Somerset  Co, Pa.  

' fh is 
Chr ist ian,  born 1728, ryas the son

of the ( lhr is t ian who came over on tht 'ship Francis ant t  Et i tubt th in
1742.

\ \ 'e  do not  knorv wh1, John B. c lecided to nrove to l l l inois,  but
his parents had died and therc was much immigrat ion into thc centra l
I l l inois area.  Short ly  af ter  he arr ived f ront  Ohio.  he marr ied El izabcth
King in 1856. The"v" farrned near Nlor ton but  thc lanr l  rvas poor ant l
John supplemented their  income rv i th carpenter  rvork.  I 'h i r teen
chi ldren rrerc born to th is union,  one of  n 'honr \ t , ts  our granr l father.
Samuel  Peter  Yodcr.  IVIany of  . Iohn's and El izabeth 's dcscen<lants
have remained in thc area.  and. lohn and Fl l iznbeth are bur ied in the
cemetery in I \ {or ton.  I 'he fami lv rverc Apostol ic  Chr ist ians.

Samuel  marr ied Mar l  Naf fz iger in 188.3 and the1.  l ived for  a
few years on a farm near Morton rvhere their  f i rs t  lbur chi ldren l rere
born.  Thel  mo!ed to a farm northeast  of  Fairburv in 1892 uhere l ive
more chi ldren jo ined the famih.  Sanruel  a lso did carpentrv in
addi t ion to farming.  In l9 l6 Sam and Nlarv moved into a large rvhi te
house in Fairbury.  Their  grandchi ldren loved to v is i t  thcre ancl  some
of them stayed wi th Grandmother and the t rvo unmarr icd aunts rvhi le
at tending high school .  Kat ie and l . izz ie d ic ln ' t  nrarrv ant l  s t lvcr l  hornc
with their  parents.  Samuel  and l - r 'd ia d ied in infancl .  butJohn. \ \ ' i l l ,
Dan, Ed and Chr is remained c lose.

Our father,  Wi l l iam Yoder,  marr iet l  Nlar ion Goot la le in l9 l5
and in later 1,ears farmed near the family fram not far from the
Vermi l ion River in Pleasant Ridge Twp. We have kept  in c lose contact
rv i th the cousins in the famih. l i 'or  a nunrber of  years *e have held the
Samuel  Yoder Reunion in and around l -a i rburt , .

* + + ) : + + 4 + { . + + . F . y . . } { + + , y _ + + + { + { _ - t + + + ; t + { _ + + + + + + + + + + . y _ + , F + + $ + + _ ! + + +

"This is  thc redding picture of
. Ionas H. (1858-1894) and N, larv
A. (Kauffman) Yoder, m)'
great-grandparents.  Jonas n 'as
the son of  l lenry J.  (YR231b2)
and Nlarv (KaulTntan) Yoder.
. Ionas died of  lung fever at  the
age ol  35 ) 'ears near
Middlebury,  IN.  leaving his
wil'e rvith fir'e childre n."-
contr ibuted by Elaine l loolev
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Continued from Page I

front line to the first uid station. He y,as in actiott at the Meuse Argonne

from 25 Sep to I1 Nov. He rentained on duty in France until 19 Apr
1919, when he sailed for home on the U.S.S, American. He tea's sertt to
the Presidio where he received his discltarge 23 Mcry 1919."

Sounds good, but  obviously th is fe l lorv d idn' t  d ic.  NIr .
Laplander pointed out  that  he had found nrany inaccuracies in the TV
scr ipt ,  rvhich had been loosely based on a 1938 book by Johnson and
Prat t .  "The [ ,ost  Bat ta l ion."  A fur ther review of  h is nrater ia ls found
some evidence that  Bob had been only rvounded.

Who was the Robert  S.  Yoder? We quickly d i rected our
speculat ion on the eldest  son of  David B.  Yoder (YR12a39l)  and
Judi th R. Zimmerman, one Robert  Stubblef ie ld Yoder,  born in
Oregon in Nov.1890.1 'he Oregon Yoders have a very act ive group of
fami ly h istor ians,  and quickly rve were in touch wi th Joel  Daniels (see
YNL -15) and J im Yoder,  and soon . Iack M. Fosmark jo ined the mix
wi th valuable data.  His grandnrother lvas the s ister  of  Judi th
Zimmerman and he had been col lect ing informat ion about the fami l -v. ' .
In i t ia l ly ,  Jack fe l t  that  th is Robert  \ \ 'AS NOT the one lve searched
for.  He reportcd "Robcrt  w'as a school  teacher,  probably born on
Judi th 's inher i ted farm a mi le north of  Needy,  Clackamas County,
OR." I le a lso provided the featured port ra i t  l rom his mother 's  fami ly
mater ia ls.  . loel  Daniel 's  reported that  Robert  S.  Yoder had been his
mother 's  school  teacher at  Rural  Del l ,  Clackamas County,  Ore.  Jack
was to ld that  Robert  was eventual ly  a pr incipal  and teacher in a
school  somervhere up in Washington state.  Jack also had informat ion
about the wi fe and chi ldren,  and immediately sent  of f  an emai l  query

to a daughter Ei leen (Yoder)  Schnei ter  of  Anchorage. She conf i rmed
that  her father had indeed served in WWI. but  had NOT been
wounded and she and Jack rvere both unconvinced that  Robert  S.  had
anything to do rv i th "Bob" in the movie.

Robert  Laplander,  and the YNL, horvever had been convinced.
Laplander wrote:

"l did a little research of ny own ufter I receivedyour news tltat
Yoder wus trot killed. T'he information I hail at rtrY tur,ted out to he
exaggerated. He was only wottnded, and the nan who saw him carrietl
out of the pocket on mid-day October 8th clid not think he would make it.
He gave the information to the nten who did the 1938 book, tulto then
includecl that he had in fact been killecl without researching the story

further. Hence his inclusion on the |isl of the dead."
"Asfor his daughter soyittg that he wos never wounded or in lhe

hospital, there x,ere a large percentage of men n'ho were in 'the pocket'
v'ho were not r,ounded in the clussic serrse thdl were curled out on
stretchers the afteruoorr of Octoher 8th. Tlrcse nten reere sinply loo weak
to wulk after Jive days of no.food, Iittle water, and strained nerves. R.S.
Yoder was originally liste.l as killed. I have an eyewitness who has hint
"lightl1, re64n7od" (I had to tlig back in nty recorcls deep ufter having my
memory jogged by Chris Yoder und renembering the quote front
somewhere.). A light wouncl may well have gone unnoticed as far as
paperwork is concerncd, espccially during the messed up affair of the
Muese-Argonne."

"Unfortunutell', olmosl all thc enlisted nten's records from lhe

first world war were held at the Sl. Louis reconls center, which suffered
a catastrophic fire in 1973 in ruhich nearly everythittg tt,os clestroysal.
The governnenr kept no copies of anyttfti11g, no nricrofilm, no
microJiche, no nothitrg. All gone... So trucking dovn u service recorcl is
nearly impossible for an enlisted mtn of W'I|/I. T'he infornation y-ou
provided is ubout all we are likely lo gel."

"l believe heJits my criteria ond I con place this man there. Like
I said, I |eds ttol there to see it witlt t,ty orut two eles, so I can only go

nitlt tulrat I have been left with by the guys rpho were there. And at least

five mentiotr a'Bob Yoder', rvhile one fitetttiotts a'Bob S. Yoder'and
another nentiorts a 'Rob't S. Yoder'. He x,as listed on a list I have seen
(not lhe official urnty list) as 'R. Yoder' und having been killetl, tt,hile

one o.f the previons metiioned has him as "slightly tt,ortncled." He x,as

also in the corrcct coiltpany ttithirt the 308tlt et llte correcl time. One
nan in a letter trritteil in the '30s nentiorts loading rifles fbr him and
anolher tnan to sltoot with. I am convinced enough to put it in the

hook."
There th ings stood f rom last  fa l l  unt i l  . Ianuary 200- l  when Jack

M. Fosmark received a nine-page hand rvr i t ten diar l  f rom Ei leen in

which Robert  descr ibed his WWI mi l i tary serv ice rvhich took him into

the "Argonne woods."  The c i rc le rvas c losed,  and Robert  was

conf i rmed as being the man in qrrest ion.  I 'd  l ike to thank ' lack,  and

Robert 's  daughtcr  Ei leen,  for  a l lo* ' ing us to reproduce th is

informat ion below:

Diary Overseas--by Robert Stubblefield Yoder

Courtes-v of  h is daughter Ei leen NI.  (Yoder)  Schnei ter ,

Anchorage, Alaska.  (Transcr ibed b-v Jack l \ I .  Fosmark,  Salem,

Oregon, January 2003)
lle x'ere Jirst members of the 40th Division. LeJt Canrp Kearny

July 27, 1918for Camp Mills New York: left Cantp Mills to board the

boat, which was our stdrt for F'rance, August 8, 1 9 I 8.

Thirteen days ott the deep blue Atlantic rvhen we lundecl in

Liverpool England around the 22 of August. From here h'e h'ent to

ll/inchester over King George's wagon road. Here we n'ere allorued to

rest two or three days, llte visited tle villrye of ll'inchester, feastittg our

eyes on the English lsssies ... beauty??
August 24 tske,t to Southhampton and crowcled on the Yale in

which we crossed the Channel and landed at La Havres, I.ratrce on

the soil of Lafiryette Aagust 25, 1918. Serrt to ntt English rest cantp' Gotl

bless thc English if they can rest itr sttclt a place. ll/e did not. ll'e

renrairted over night when thil never-to-bc-forgotten order was passed

down the line "roll your packs and fall irt." Oh! Yes, that was a stiff

march to and frotn tlre rest camp. First peep at the starving b-renclt rvho

begged "bully beeJ"
August 26, 1918 boartled train for sonrewlrere in Frattce. Hcre we

got our first impression of the ta,tsportiltion facilities of our mosl

honored I'rench natiotr, Box cqrs. On each otte *'ds x'ritten or printed

40 llontnt I Cheveaux.
They ilropped us at u God forsaken lookirrg place, I huve forgotten

the nsne. ll/e had breakfast in an open Jield after which we were

mnrched 9 or 10 kilos to San Coitts. IVe stopped here about 20 days und

slept irr some goocl Frencltmans cow barn.

We were ordered to Roll Packs and Fall in around the 18 of Sept.

1918. After which we had a forcetl nnrch trt the railroud statiort ttrtd

bosrded the truin for a destinatiort nnknown, hut rthich proved to hc the

front Iirrc.
The Jirst boont of the ca,tnon wus heard wlrcn nse unlosded at St

(Men<r holtl) Forgot hott to spell the nante of the station. We cumped

until our escort orrived b,ho l'i'ras to lead us to the 77th rlit'ision uul the

Argotne woocl, and so, os rlils always the cose, |!e took up the march

after night aild marclted and nrurched, when everloile was all in and

coultl JIop irt tlte nud the Conrmand halt was giverr and it tlicl not have to

be issued twice -- we all sank our weary hones in lhe mud and prayed for
the end of the worl.l. In about an hour the officer in command saitl,
"ljltell, men rre stay ltere tottight. Go irrto tltese woods and make yourself

cotnfortable. "

lle found we were in a swanp and the rsin tvhich was fullirtg ntade it
ver)t disagreedble for comfort. The next norning we woke up to the song
ofcannon balls. ll/e remained here about trro days and here b,e were put
in with the 77th Division.

Abottt dark everybody was infornrcd to prepare batlle pack and
round about rrine o'clock we began the narch to the lanl of hell.

On tlre 26th of Sept. I9I8 we went over the top for the rtrst time at
about 5 o'clock in the ntorning- Got lost andfooled uound n bit hut b1,6
o'clock we were in the right trenches and the order was passed hack to
Iosd and Iock 1,suv rifle. A little furtlter on the "ltlood curdlirtg" tt,otd
came to "fix bayonets." I thot we would just step out of the trench ancl
begirr to cut 'em to pieces but x'e never heard a shot until along ahout
l0:30. Fron then on it was nothing but rain, nrud, lhirst, hunger, shoot,
and kill until the end came on Nov. I I , 19 18.

Immediately the Divisiotr was morched back to Orgcs f-rance a
distailce of about 175 kilos anel there trained, plultefl vur, afid Jretted.
Always hopeing for the day that would take us ltome. Tlte most repeated

x,ords were "wlten do we eat" and "lake us home."
Tlre next ,rtove b,os to Avesse and Sl. Owen. Many were the happy

conjectures when we left Orges for *'e lhot A'e wcre homettard bourttl,
bttt slsm! tlrcy unloaded at Avesse und there we stuckJbr another ntoilth

or treo. Tlte one happy cottsolatiorr 'i''as tltot everJ' time n'e moved it
brought rrs closer to d sedport,

Ahout April 1 5 they loaded us ort lories and took ils lo sonte totr'il
in France ... Sable ... and shipped us to Brest. On April 19 we

boarded the good ship America and was honev'ard bound Jbr sure.
Landed in New York April 28. Went to Camp Mills and wus dektused
yet thot night. Good eats, real edts, and watcltful waiting.

April 29, I/2 of company r+'as given passes to thc cit!'of New

York.
Moy 5 had Company picture tdkett at Canrp il[ills. Dinner at I I

o'clock. Left Cump Mills for Nett York - Weilt to Armon' - Left ortr pack

therafor tlte parode.
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May 6. Paraded dowtr Sth Avcnue Net+,york from l4tlr to ll6th
street, Passed about 3,000,000 people. Grantlstutrds on bout sides of
streel.

LIuy 7. Left the Arnnry nt 9 o,clock, tlre |testen, boys for Camp
Mills untl the i\iew York ho1'sfor Lipton. packs ttt our hacks most of trie
tiue x'hiclt weighed about 7S pound.

Mu1' 8, 1919, Laid around with nothing to do.
May 9. Rolled packs antl were separatetl according to our can ps oJ.

rlischarge. Laid around the rest of the day with suspense running high.
May I0 - Nothing doing. Laid around again still waitirtg foi a iain -

No news. Alortg tttwurd evening spirits sort of low.
May I I Sunday - Cursad and waited but ort no avail,
May I2 - Laid uround. and damned the Army.
tr'[a1, 13. Nothing to tlo but curse until we were black in the foce.
Muy ll, Ditl nothing but lttT,arountl and tolk about our jrurd luck

for being attachcd to the 77th Division.
X[ay- 15 Rolled pucks -- narched to the Garden Ci6,station qnd

boorded train for the Presidio, Califurnia.

l. The 77th Division x,as the Jirs! complete drafred tti,isiott to take
over ( sectur oJ the front line.

2. T'hcJ.landed on foreign soil April Ig, lgIg.
lThere was no peragruph 3. --TranscriberJ
4. They hod four replacements as follows: lst By Casuals 2nd By

10th Divisiott 3tl By 76th Division 4th bf 31th Division
5. 961 I cttsualties. 317 officers,9294 men

69 officers and 1299 men b,ere killed.
I0 o.fficers and i,88 men clied of wourrds receivetl in actiotr.
69 ofJicers and I 894 men were severely *,ountletl.
82 o.fficers anl 2889 nten slightly wountletl.
7l tfficers and 2297 tnen were gussetl.
I.l ofrtcers und bg6 ilteil or( mis.sing.
3 officers and 3l men were prisoners in C)ermany.

They captured 750 prisoners. l3 Germuny oJJicers antt 737 nen of
rt,hich 630 w,erc taken in the Argonne lfootls.

Tlray taptured 7600 ri.fles IB pieces of Heuv1, Arrittery 14 pieces of
light Artillery' ,16 ?-rench mortars 277 machine guns

7l I/2 Kilometers oJ territory asJbllot+,s:
On the L'esle-Aisne settor they took I2 Kilo.
On thc Argoune sector they took 22 Kilo.
On the Aire-Meu.se sector they took 37 % Kito.

They w,ere I 1 2 day.s on four fronts, Nantely:
15 doy-s Bsccilrot sector, a training sector
-l-t ikl,.s l/esle sector
20 clays itr tht: Argonne drive
l2 days in the Aire to Meuse tlrive
Trlent-1, Division weilt ovcr tlre top in the Argonne Sepl. 26, Iglg.
2750 cannon put over lhe barrage The Aire to Meuse cost the II.S.

Got. $350,000,000fitr n burruge.

Conmondcr of Diyisiort
(Dittisional Conmander) Major Gen. Robert Alexander.
llrigade (ommunder Gen, prite.

('ommandcr of Reginent Col. N. K. Averill.
Conntander of Buttttliott Major McMurtry.
Company Comnander Captuirt Grffith.
Lieutenants Allen, Sntith, and Lancv.

SURVIVORS WHO EMERGED FROM ''THE POCKET''

'fhe 
Lost Battaliott got i,t the pocket on Oct. 2 and was rescued Oct. g,

I 9 I 8, ufter suffering Jrom thirst, hutrger, and lack of sleep. 550 nren
wertt it, under the command oJ Cltarles Ilhittlesey (major). At tlre time
of rescue l9.l mcn werc uble to walk out. (Your datl v,as in this outfit)
/End/

lThe parenthet ical  comment in the last  sentence above was apparent lJ '
added later  t r l  an unknown person,  perhaps author Robert  S.  Yoder
himsel f  or  h is wi fe Gladl 's  Amel ia (Bai ley)  Yoder,  and appears to have
been directed to their  chi ldren.  - -Transcr i t rer l

THE ROBERT S. YODER (YR12a39l)  FAN,I ILY
' fhanks 

to Jack NI.  Fosmark,  we have some detai ls  on th is
Yoder fami l l .  And thanks to the photographs passed on by his mother
Grace (Ri t ter)  F 'osmark,  and some from E, i leen (Yoder)  Schnei ter .  we
also have a t rove of  i tems to i l lustrate th is h istory.  Robert  marr ied
Gladys Amel ia Bai ley '  and they had chi ldren:  Ei leen,  Robert  l I I l ,  and
Wilma.

Robert  Yoder Gladvs Amel ia Bai ley

, fack rvr i tes:  "Judv,  as Judi th [Robert 's  mother l  rvas knorvn,
and her l rusband David B.  Yoder l ived on a farm opposi te my
grandparents Jake & Kate (Zimmerman) Ri t ter  in the north Need1.
dist r ic t ,  Clackamas Count.v ' ,  Ore.  I t  is  there,  one mi le north of  Needy
School  (now defunct) ,  that  Robert  S.  yoder grew up.  David was a son
of a school  teacher,  Asa Yoder (183S-1905),  f i rs t  teacher in Evergreen
School ,  forcrunner of  Yoder School  rvhich I  at tended. lSee phoio in
YNL35).  Robert  obviousr ' r ' inher i ted some of  h is grandfather 's  tarent .
f o r  i t  i s  sa i d  t ha t  Robe r t  cndcd  up  as  a  t eache r  and  p r i nc i pa l  o f  a
school  somc*here in washington state;  I 'm st i l r  seeking conf i rmat ion
of  thal .  I  bc l ieve you rv i l l  agree that  earh,  evidence of  h i ,  l i t . ro. ,
ta lcnt  shorrs up in h is dair . r ' , "

" . ludt '  and Kate,  and thci r  only,  brothcr Rudolph Zimmerman
inher i ted s izcable farms f rom their  parents '  estate . . .  I 'or  the f i rs t  l l
years of  l i fc ,  I  resided near yoder,  about g mi les distant  f rom Needv,
and for  a b i t  over t lvo years,  l939-1941, resided in Kate 's house rvhen
my mother rvas car ing for  Kate who r las terminal ,  Drrr ing that  t ime, I
and ml o lder brother Bob at tended the one_room Needy School .  the
same one I  suppose Robert  yoder at tended. Tn,o of  Judy,s grandkids
IDale and Kenneth Yoder l ,  rvhose father Albert  had taken over Judv,s
larm, w alke d thc mi le to Necdl  School  rv i th mysel f  and Bob."

bont inued on Page 6
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ANNUAL UPDATE TO YODER HOMEPAGE
I 'NL Webrvonder Don Kauffman has completed the annual

data updates to the Yodcr Homepage. The update includes changes to
38 of  our master  l i les made over the past  twelve months,  a NEW
presentat ion of  farni ly  descendant charts,  and for  the f i rs t  t ime.. .n
sect ion contain ing PHOTO ESSAYS and col lect inns. . .  we' l l  keep
adding more as long as space al lows:  Misc.  Photos f rom the Amish
Yoder [ , ine ;  Photo 's f rom the [ , ine of  Conrad Yoder of  North
Carol ina ;  The John S. Yoder Home opens ;  Yoder Fami lv Historv -
lVl isc Yoder l tems ;  Yoder Hi l l  Inc l ined Plane ;  Amish Cemetery in
Stark County.  Ohio ;  A Nluseum of  Var ious Yoder Commercia l
Products ;  Concord Church Cemetery in Knox Co..  Tennessee ;  The
Yoders of  Yoder.  Oregon and their  Amish Mennoni te Connect ions ;
and Yoder l ler i tage 

' four 
to Europe -  photos .  Vis i t  the , .What 's

New" l ink f rom the YNL Homepage: nww.yodernewslet ter .org .

f,



Continued from Page 5

David & Judy Yoder Jonathan Yodcr

David B.  Yoder (1862-1928),  husband of  Judi th R. Zimnterman (#6).

David was a son of  Asa J.  & Cather ine ( l i rey)  Yoder.  David 's father
Asa J,  Yoder (1835-1905) rvas the ninth chi ld and l i f th son among the

l l  chi ldren of  Jonathan & Magdalena (Wagner)  Yoder.  Asa was the
f i rst  teacher at  l )vergreen School ,  precursor of  Yoder School ,  Yoder,

Cfackamas Ciounty,  Oregon. Dal ' id  B.  Yoder 's grave \ ras in 1912 at

the instance of  h is son Clal ' ton C. Yoder,  re locatcd f rom Zimmerman
Cemeter-v,  one mi le north of  Needy,  to a posi t ion beside the grave of

his wi fe Judi th in the Clayton Yoder Cemctery (o ld Aurora IOOF-

Cemeter l ' )  on N{er id ian Road, Clackamas Clount} ' .  Bur ia ls in

Zimnrerman Cemeter l  had ccased in l94l  (m1'  grandmother Kate,

Jud1, 's  s ister ,  was the last  bur ied),  so Judi th,  rvho l ived to be age. l00,

could not  be bur ied there.  Judi th Ruth " . ludv" (Zimrnerman) Yoder

(1871-1972),  wi fe of  David B.  Yoder (# l ) .  David and Judi th were

marr ied on October 9.  1889, in Need1, ( l lackamas County,  Oregon.

They had s i r  chi ldrcn in th is order:  Robert ,  i \ lber t ,  Emnta,  Druce,

Albert ,  Cla l ' ton,  and Harr1.  Judi th rvas the daughter of  David &

El izabeth (Wolfer)  Zimmerman, Jr .  . Iudi th 's  father was founder of

the Aurora Colony Tanner l '  and Zimmerntan ( lemeter-v,  both located

on his 1863-cstabl is l red farm one mi le north of  Needy,  Clackamas

County,  Oregon. [Jud-v-  l r 'as as s ister  of  m1'  grandmother Cather ine M.
"Ka te "  (Z immerman)  R i t t e r  ( 1862 -19 . l l ) .  Ka te  r vas  t he  on l y  one  o f

the s ix Zinrmerman chi ldren to be born in Bethel ,  Shelby Ot l . ,
Missour i i  the others l \ere born at  Need1. -JMF I  l i .ohert 's  grandfather

the Rer ' .  . f  onathan Yoder,  is  h ighl ighted in the YNL 35 ar t ic le,  and

thanks to Grace (Ri t ter)  Fosmark \ye can present th is excel lent
port ra i t  of  Rev.  Yoder.

References:  . f  rck Nl .  F 'osnrark,  .1578 Sunf lower \ \ 'a1 NE, Salem, C)R
97305-2253. 

-t'el. (50-3) 390-6196. E-Mail: ilbsnrarkla,attbi.com ;
Robert  L,aplander:  laplanderfntearth l ink.net  ;  I 'he TV Movie "Thc

Lost  Bat ta l ion" can be ordercd through Barnes & Noble or  other
locat ions on the internet .  For more histor ical  data.  see:
ht tp: / iwww.longrvood.k l  2.n ' r ' .us/h istorv/u pton/ lost .htm or
ht tp: / iww rr ' .homestead.com/prosi tes- ioh n rcot ter / lost  bat ta l ion.html
** * * ** * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * **

House of Yoder Nears Complet ion

The l louse of  Yoder.  a reconstruct ion of  a 1750-era colonia l  s t -v- lc

house in Grantsvi l le ,  NIar l land is  near ing complet ion.  [ 'he house is

dedicated to the prcserv ing the Yoder fami ly stor l  and hcr i tagc.  l 'he

heat ing has been instal led and the inter ior  rval ls  l in ished on thc upper

two l ' loors.  1 'h is spr ing the f i rs t  f loor  nal ls  arc being conlpleted and

l loors f in ished. 
- fhe 

house is  located on the grounds of  the Spruce

Forest  Art isan Vi l lage/Penn Alps in ( l rantsr i l lc  in the mountains of

r lestern Nlar l ' land.  I Iosts avai lable Saturdals ( late spr i l rg through

ear l ) '  la l l )  and open other t imes b1'  appointnrent .  Wi l l  he open Jul l '

l l -13 dur ing the Crantsvi l le  area Sumnrer I ' -cst ival  and again

Saturday November 8 for  the annual  House of  Yoder meet ing.

Volunteers and f inancia l  support  st i l l  needed. [ 'or  more informat ion

contact :  Lonnie Yoder,  1066 Smith Avenue, Flarr isonburg,  VA 22802

(phone-5"10-;132-6167 or emai l  l tbvodcrr .a adelphia 'ne' t ) .

Continued
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AxN,,\ MaRrn StTSANNA JoDUR BrR'I'l l{Ecotrr)

Jot ter ,  that  Nic laus Joder born Oct.  5,  1673, the son of  Adam Joder
and tsarbl i  Ochsenbein,  l ived in Weidenthal  in the Pfalz.  I t  is  fur ther
c la imed that  h is descendents emigrated to Rumania l 'ere thev
founded the to$'n of  Weidenthal  on the Black Sea near Constanza.
This "Nic laus" rvould have been the brother of  Olcy Yoder
immigrants,  Hans and Jost  Yoder.  Could he have been the "Nicolaus

. fodcr"  who died in Wcidenthal  in 1739? Yes,  and he would havc bccn

about 66 1-ears o ld.  Our Oley l lans and. lost  Yoder both died in 1741.
Would their  t r rother Nicolaus havc been a l ikeh parent  of  the

chi ldren born betrveen 1725 and 1736' !  I t  * 'ould have mcant that  he
rvas 52 at the birth of the first, and 63 at the birth of the last. 

'fhis

would be possib le,  but  you normal lv  would expect  the father to have

been a generat ion younger.  You might  a lso expect  that  chi ldren of  an

ear l ier  marr iage rvould show up in the conf i rmat ions before Johann

Albrecht  Joder does in 1739.

I t  is  rcported bJ Kar l  Joder that  Adam.loder and his brothcr,
Hans Joder (who marr ied Anna Eicher)  l i led lbr  a t ime al ter
emigrat ing to the Pfalz,  in the Branchwei lerhof ,  Lachen-Spcycrdor l ,
Mussbach dist r ic t .  (see map) This is  not  very far  f rom Weidenthal .
The Mussbach l ink may be VERY signi f icant .  Dur ing his ear l l '  t imes

of fami ly research Dr.  Don Yoder found an important  l ink.  In YNL 5
he rvr i tes:  "On my f i rs t  v is i t  to the Berks Count l 'Courthouse r t
Reading I  came across that  cur ious German deed ofJanuary 31,  1771,
dated at  Neustadt  in the Palat inate,  rvhereby Johannes Jot ter ,  e ldest
son of  Nicolaus Jot ter ,  a brother of  Hans and Yost  who had remained
in Europe, t ransferred r ights to some land in Pennsyhania to h is l i rs t
cousin,  Johannes Jot ter  (Hans Yoder, . f  r . )  of  Olcy."  "This Palat int tc
Joh:rnnes , lot tcr  l i l 'ed at  N{ussbach, norv part  of  Ncusl : rdt , "  (sec nr i rp) .
Thc land involved (" ,161 Engl ish acres")  11as acquircd [1 l ians ' (OII )
and on his death came to his son Daniel b-v his second marriage.
Daniel ,  d icd in 1117, and in turn lef t  the propert-v for  use b-v h is
mother and widorv dur ing their  l ives,  but  af ter  that  to h is uncle
Nickolaus Jot ter  in Germany. Berks Count l 'Deed Book lB,  page I ,
contains thc t ransfer  document,  s igned in Gerrnanl '  on Jan.  31,1771,
b-v which the son of  Nickolaus,  rc leases al l  r ights to the propert) '  to
Hans Yoder Jr  (OHl) .  One of  the wi tnesses to the t ransfer  rvas "Jacob

.f  ot tcr"  (bel ie l 'ed to be OY4, Jacob thc - j5 year o ld son of  Yost ,  gone to
Europe to arrangc the set t lement) .  The sum ol '1000 gulden rvas

acceptcd by "Johannes Jotter living in Mussbach in lJppcr Rcgion

Neustadt  above l laardt  in Churpfal tz ,  o ldest  son of  the

aforement ioned Nickolaus. . rvho 6 years ear l ier . . .  than Danic l  Yoder

died."  This would have meant h is father d ied about l7 ' l l . . . .not  an

exact  match to the 1739 date we have in the Weidenthal  lecords,  but

certa in ly c lose enough to ra ise suspic ions.  The Weidenthal  rccords

show a "Johann Albrccht  Joder"  as the f i rs t  son s l rown in the rccords,

born 1725-and no s ign of  h im in America!  Would he,  as oldest  son,

have inher i ted the bulk of  the fami l ) '  propert) '  and have staved in the

Pfal tz ' l  Per l raps.  Could he have been the nephew of  Ole! ' I Ians YodelJ

I t 's  possib le,  but  the ' f i t "  is  not  a very neat  one'  
Cont inued on plge 7

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  * *  *  * *  d .  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  n ' *  *  *  *  i .  *
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c74- Adanr Joder m 1191167l Barbl i  Ochsenbein
c74l- Hans b 3l l0l l672 (OleyHans)
c742- Nicfaus h l0l5l l673
c7,13- Barbara b 41911676
c744- Jost b l0/5/1679 (Ole1'Yost)
c745- Caspar b 9/9/1683



*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * .  *  * .  *  t  *  *  *  *  **  *  *  **  *  *  *  *Quer ies* *  *  *  **  *  **  *  **  + *  *  *  ***  *  *  *  *  *

The YNI�  rv i l l  publ ish Yoder re lated inquir ies or  exchanges at  no

charge.  Please l imi t  as possib le to inc lude a fu l l  return address.  Al l

inquir ies are checked against  our records to see i f  we can help too.  I f

you receive added info, please share it with the YNL for our files.

Send Quer ies to:  Chr is Yoder,  203 Lakeshire Rd.,  Bat t le Creek'Mi

490 I  5 or  emai l  at  75757.3.1 7 I  (a)compuserve.com'
* * *** * ** ** * * * ** * ** * * * ** * * ** * * * * * *** * * * * * *** * * * * ** ** * * * * * **
Info.  n 'anted on "NANCY YOTTER' b 'abt  l853.uk d.  1885. m.
'ARCII  NELMS' b. l842 d. l888.  Al l  Nlayes Co Ok. ARCH & NANCY

both died at  a young age, their  chi ldren were put  into a Indian

orphanage 1888 in Pryor Creek Mayes County Ok.  My

ggrandmother,  Ibbie Nelms, doesn' t  l is t  a Nancy as a s ib l ing.  She l is t  a

Na-d-v, no sex stated on her Miller Appl. #7506. Drennen Roll, grp #

41,  l is t  Oo--ve-tah ;  Ol-kenney,  w. ;  Qua-tey d;  Rachel  d;  Anney d;

Lerv is s;  Al len s;  Ibbie d;  Na-dey s.  I  have just  star ted on the Nelms

sitle of mv familv, so not too familiar with it. Contact: Noah Falling'

fal I in g(ri. tah - u s a. n et
*  *  *  **  *  **  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  -&* *  *  *  *  *  **  *  *  *  *  **  *  **  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  **  *  *  *  **  **  *  *  *  **

Am interested in contact ing the Kathryn Yoder who compi lcd the
"Chr ist ian Yoder Record" (Chr ist ian Yoder m. Mary Sommers-

YRl462).  Or are there heirs wi th access to her genealogy records

and wi l l ing to help me in researching my fami ly? l f  so,  p lease contact

me at the following: Kenneth Yoder, 7528 Dover Zoar Road NE'

Dover, OH 44622 or email address keniov voder(almsn.com.
* ** ** * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * ** * * ** ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** ** ***** *
OzuGINAL CONRAD YODE,R C]I]NSUS RI.]CORDS CI.IECK[],D
"I have long suspected that the Catharin 'Goder'  in the published
1790 I- incoln County, NC census was real ly Catharina Yoder. I  just

had a chance to check a scanned image of  the handwri t ten or ig inal .  p. -p in Reed yoder (OHl3342l)  Fami ly-First  row, Elmer F-rankl in
fJnequivocat ly .  i t  is  Yoder,  not  Goder.  Al l  the uppercase Gs on the Yoder,  Frankl in Reed yoder,  Eleanore Carol ine gable yo<ler  ant l

PI{OTO CORNER--YODER PHOT'OS WANl 'ED!! !  wc are
cont inuing to col lect  fami ly photos.  Pract ical  l imi tat ions on our lveb
server wi l l  l imi t  what \ te can display there,  but  the capahi l i t ies to
assemble and include data on a CID RONI are s igni f icant .  r rUe'd l ike
your help in beginning to bui ld these pictor ia l  f i les of  fami l ies.  l f  ) .ou
have access to scan photos and then emai l  thenr to me at  the lb l lo* ing
address:  75757.3371 fa,compuservc.com .

Fror norv I 'd  l ike to l imi t  th ings to pre-1920 Yoder fami lv group
photos,  photos of  indiv idual  Yoders who may have been born before
1860, or  photos ofpre- l830 Yoder homestead structures.  Include rv i th
) 'our photo a short  paragraph of  narrat ion.

same page are verv different from the upper case Ys.
-- -Best  Regards,  Ra1'  Yount. .Oct  2002
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  (Bu rns ide )  and  Es te l l a  May  Yode f  (Reed ) - f r on r  Dona ld  C .  Reed
Con t i nued  f f om  Page  6  * * * * * * * * * * * r * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * : ! * * * * t : *

Schullis'r (the surveyor?); "to rn1' belovetl Consitts, ,Iohn ,lacob I'oder

ond Melchoir Yoder and John Ilerblein (sp); \lfagdalenu Ruuchin (sp);

ttttrl Rosirtu Shelton (sp) ". John George Lahr, executor. lt was

rv i tnessed b1,Johannes Roeder and Abraham NIayer.  
' I ' ransla l ion 

*as
b1'd iar is t  David Shul tz June 7,  1784. His d iar l ' ,  as lou m:rv recal l ,
establ ishcd a re lat ionship between Nlelchior  and his brother rv i th

Conrad Yodcr.  lbunder of  our North Carol ina l ine.
Our thanks to DelL,ynn Lenvi t t  lbr  research into the af l l l ia tcd

*Lahr"  fami ly rvhich al lorvs us to del ine al l  the rc lat ionships impl ied

in that  document,  and to update the chart  lvc made at  that  t ime.

ade;

ld{{:iidc!

Yode r
nt.,s ''".i:]'

Earl  Roy Yoder;  Second Rorv:  I rv in Ulysses Yoder,  Harr ison (Harrr , )
Theodore Yoder,  Sarah Jane Yoder ( l lerb) ,  Emma Valer ia yor ler
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What other rccords exist  for  Yodcrs in Mussbach, and horv do
they rc late ' l  And how do they compl icate matters for  usl  Wel l ,  s l ight ly
south of  there at  l ,achen, Yost  Joder appears in the l lennoni te census
of  1717. And in Nlussbach i tsel f ,  a Hans Joder is  shonn in these
censuses beginning in 1721 ( too ear l l '  to have been Johann Albrecht
, Iodcr)  and cont inuing through 1759 ( too l r te to have beon Adam's
brother Hans b.  1750).  Could he have been the same fe l low as the
l77l  Nlussbach resident? Wel l ,  perhaps he disappeared f rom the
Nlennoni te censuses because hc lef t  the Nlennoni tes? Our l77l  fe l low
rvas an educatcd man rv i th h is own "seal"  rv i th which to stamp the
transfer  document. . . l )oesn' t  seem a part icular ly  *p la in"  k ind of th ing
to do.  So )ou can see that  nothing is  east l  And we st i l l  have many
clues to unrv ind.

N {EANWI { I I , I ] .  S IORE L INKS ESTABI , ISHED IN  T I IE  US :

In YNL 16,  rve publ ished the rv i l l  of  Daniel  Yoder,  wr i t ten 20
Apr 1783, rvhich cstabl ishcs him as l \ te lchior 's  cousin,  def ines a
var iety of  addi t ional  fami l l '  re lat ionships,  and leads to speculat ion
about others.  The rv i l l  reads:

"Dortiel Yotlar of Upper Ilutroyer (Montgomery Co.), but now oJ
Ilereford Ttvp. in tlte couttt|' of Berks, Butchelor,, Ileirs include his
belovctl cousin John Gcorge Lahr"; " nty .futhers .ristcl Mary
Sturtzmunn; Philip Lahr"; "and to Elizobeth, the wife of Davide

Mary Yoder 's f i rs t  husband, ( ieorge Henr l '  Lahr of  l lerc lbrd 
' [ r lp,

Berks Co.,  Pa.  d ied in 1739 leaving his widow and 7 chi ldren.  l  hesc
were:  IJarbara b.  c1727 m?. Johan Michael  l luber;  l lar l ;  ( l i r t l rcr inc:

Phi l ip b.  cI734 rn.  El isabeth Nlack;  Johan George Lahr b.  c1736 m.

Cathar ine Finkr  El isabeth b.  1738 rvho m. d iar is t  David Schul tzel  and

Nlagdalena b.c l739 who m. Fle inr ich. lacoh Rauch l8 Dec 1758. 81

her second husband Nlar t in Stur tzman (m. c1746).  Nlarr  has

daughter Rosina rvho marr ied N{ ichael  Shel l .  We no$ knoi l  th: r t

Daniel 's  heirs inc ludcd his aunt  Mary and her chi ldren (cousins . lohn

George and l 'e ter  Lahr,  and Fl l isabeth Shul tze,  Nlagdalenl  Rauch,

and  l { os i na  "Shc l l i n " ) ,  as  wc l l  as . I ohn . I l cob  and  N l c l ch i n r  Yode r .
' f  

he one nanle 1\ 'e haven' t  ident i f ied is  cousin "John Herblc in (sp?)" .

l ,ooking at  ages,  i t  seems l ikel"v"  that  Vlar l  rvould have bten

trorn in the 1700-1710 per iod ( f i rs t  chi ld 1727),  that  Nicholaus nr ight

have been a ferv years o lder (wi th f i rs t  chi ld 1725).  You nr ight  assunre

that  Daniel 's  father n 'ould h lyc bccn about that  same agc,  and that  hc

himsel f  would havc been born around the 1725-17-16 per iod as his

cousins b1'Nicholaus and Nlar l  Yoder [ .ahr '  There certa in l !  secm to

be a generat ional  d i f l icu l ty  in t r l ing to l ink the Oley fanr i l l ' * i th the

, loders o l 'Wcidenthal .  I 'crhaps somedav r lc ' l l  make thc nert  s te p. !

I
Ma r l 'Yode r  _  Yode r
m l .  Hen r l '  Lah r  I
m2. Mart in Stur tzman I

Dlnie l  Yoder
d .  1784  s i ng le

I
N i cho laus  Yode r

m.  Anna  ( ' l t ha r i ne
_L_

, fohnJacob 1\ ' Ic lchrr ; r
b .  t 730  b .  17 -16

I



SOLOMON YODER FANIILY (YR23b45) Photo-circa 1880s:
Solomon Yoder (1836-1914), El izabeth Stutzman Yoder (1843-1916),
Theodore Yoder (1863-1920), Emma Yoder (1867-1967), Fanny Yoder
(1869-1962), Oliver Yodcr (1873-1946), Mary Yoder (1874-1962).
Frank Yoder (1876-1941), Jonathan Yoder (1878-1964), Addie Yoder
(1880-196,1), Lulu Yoder (1882-1973).(Two missing chi ldren had
died.) --Submitted b1'Jim Yoder (YR23b45651) Redwood Cit.v, CA
**********************************************************
YODER PASSINGS:
--Rueben t lubert  Yount,  96,  of  Hickor l ' ,  d ied Jan.  l2 '  2003'  at  h is

residence.  Born July 13,  1906, in Catawba ( lount-v,  he was a son of

the late Perry I - .  and Anna Propst  Yount.

-Maynel l  Burr is  Yoder,  85,  of  l l ickory,  d '  Jan.  20'  2003. Survived b1'

husband of  63 lears,  Gerakl  NI .  Yoder,  son 
- I 'ed 

NI.  and daughter

Joyce Yoder ( lockman.

--Frank Yoder (son ofOI l l34l49- Frank Yodcr)  passed awav on f )ec '

14.  2002. Bur ied in Owensvi l le  MO on Dec.  18,  2002. ( I l is  brot l rer

Allen Artman Yoder passed alvar" last )'ear.)

- -Raymond J.  Yoders (Nf26'{c3) of  Washington,  PA, larmcr,  t imber

dealer  and highrvay rvorker,  d ied 6 Jan- 2003'  aged 96 ) 'ears.
- - I rv in Thomas Yoders,  Jr .  (N' I252313) former deputy sher i f f  of

Greene County, PA, rlied 28 Aug. 2002, aged 64 ycars after a long

bout wi th lung cancer.
--Ruby Hunt Yoders, rvife of ivlarion Nlartin "'fed" Yoders, (l\{25249)

died 26 Mar.  2002, aged 78 -Yetrs '  in  Waynesburg,  Greene County,

PA.
-Cindy Podar i l ,  44,  gdau. of  l - rcd (F ' r i tz)  Yoder (YR23b4468)

- - I van  C .  Yode r ,92 ,  d i ed . l an .  31 ,2002 '  Be rks  Co ,  Pa  ( s / o  O I I l 4526a )

--Frances V.  (Yoder)  l l tcDouald.86,  d.  May 25'  1902'  (OH1452919)

--Glenn F.  Yoder,  68,  Zionsvi l le ,  Pa.  d.  . Iu1.22,  2002, s/o Roman and

Marie (lVloyer) Yoder,. active member Oley Yoder Heritagc Assoc.
--Chester  H.  Reet l ,  89,  Val le l 'V iew, Pa. ,  d ied Jan.  300 2003, son of
Estel la Mae Yoder OH1334215)

. IOHN S. YODER TIOMB: SI-IC;AR(]REI]K' OHIO FULLY

RES'[ORF],D. BF],GINS I ' I ' 'S SF]COND ST]ASON ' 'OPEN TO TIIE

PUBI,IC' '  ON 'THURS. NIAY I,  2003. \ \ ' I I , I ,  BE, OPEN 
'I ' I IURS''

FRI..  AND SA'T. ' \FTI 'RNOONS FRONI I]  P.Nt. 'TO 5 P.N{. FOR

GUIDI],D TOURS . \ \ '8, WEI-CONII.]  I}UGG} I,OADS, CAR I,OADS

AND BUS LO.{DS TO SEE OUII r\ tJt ' l tE'NTIC 1869 AMISII

HON!!].  ; \DI\I |SSION tS IrRFlFl,  DONAI'IONS APPRECIA'IED'

FIND I.JS AD.IACI.]NT T0 BT'ACII\ ' 'S CHAI,T]T RTJSTAUR.\N'T'!
AMISII ITI]RI 'TAGI.] F-OT]NDAI'ION. BLAINI] F. N{II , I ,ER. SEC./
TREAS.

************************************* '*********************
REUNIONS

YODER OREGON: Annual reunions at Yoder, OR, began in 1936'

This year's reunion is planned for Sundav. Aus' 3, 2003 at Smyrna

United Church of Christ,  31119 S. Canbl '-Nlarquam Highway, Yoder'

Oregon. The reunion starts with pot-luck dinner at I pm' followed by

a piogram. Current births' deaths and marriages in the clan are

reporteA and memorabil ia shared about past years and generations'

Founded by descendants of Bishop Jonathan Yoder [YRl2a3] '  the

reunion always welcomes Yoder descendants from othcr lines' (point

of contact: James Yoder j  yoder@telus '  net

WINDBER, PA: Yoder Reunion Aus' 2, 200-3- Windber, PA Sequoia

Pavi l i ion, 160 Recreation Rd Ave., Windber, Pa 15963' For more

detai ls contact: Barb Yoder'  (814) 46' l-5132 (email :

YODAI2374fa;aol.con) '  Ernie Yoder (814) 322-1331, Cathy Yoder

(814) 536-8943, or Annette Oaks (814) 539-7085.

iucxonv, NC: The 53rd Annual Reunion of the Conral Yoder

Family of North Carol ina wil l  be held on Sunday',  August 10,2003 at

Zion i ,utheran Church in the Mt. Vierv Area of Hickory, North

Carol ina. Off icial detai ls should be forthcoming from Prcsident

Albert Yodcr, Special Assistant to the Presiclcnt Ted Yoder or

Secretary Neal Wilfong. The Boarcl of Directors also approved an

i n v i t a t i o n t o h o s t a n o t h e r N a t i o n a l Y o d e r F a m i | y R e u n i o n h e r e i n
August 2005. More information from:; Ted at tedvoderfrilvahoo'com ;

Neat at Ndrvi l fongoptiker(daol.com ; Bi l l  Yoder:

bvodct 'nc(r i  r  ahoo.com
*  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  * * *  *  * *  * * *  * *  * *  *  *  * *  d -  *  *  *  *  * *  +  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

OLBY YODERS REUNION BERKS CO.' PA
Just a note fronl the Oley Yoders rvith some information for the

Yoder Newslet ter .  The Oley Yoders wi l t  be having their  2003 reunion

on Saturdal ' ,  Juty 19 at  the Oley Fire Compan-v '  I legist rat ion rv i l l

begin at  10:00 A.M. wi th lunch to fo l low at  noon'  We rv i l l  have a

progtu-  fo l lowing lunch.  We st i l l  have thc wooden blocks rv i th the

si lk- ic ieened repl ica of  the Pleasanty i l le  Br idge for  sale '  They can be

viewed on the l is tserver.  l f  you would l ike informat ion about the

reunion or  the br idges please contact  Ph-vl l is  Yocler  at  9 Yoder Dr ive '

Shoemakersvi l le '  Pa.  19555 or at  prv884(araol 'com'

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

YODER CIVIL WAR DIARY ON INTERNET
The Diary of  "Jonah Yoder"  is  inc luded in an internet  col lect ion for

Frankl in CountY, Pa found at :

httrl:i/rvrvrv.i ath.virgin ia.edu/vsh adorv2/ovd ia riesb rorvse'h tml

Jonah lbught in the cavalry of  the l6th Pennsylvania Regiment '  His

diary begins in camp at  Potomac Roads and fo l lows his regiment 's

movement throughout Northern Virg in ia in 1863. I t  appears to the

YNL that  th is " , Ionah" may have been " . lonas" of  Somcrset  Co' '  PA

rvho m. NIar-v Zerfoss (YR2395b- son of  Samucl  Y and El iz '  Lehman)
*  *  *  * - *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  ' :  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  l ' d -  *  *

C]AN ANYONE IDENTIFY TI{IS
IRA YODER, WHOSE PHOTO
WAS TAKEN IN KOKOMO.

INDIANA?

Abraham Yoder

Secretnry of Stlte

Nlontana

8

2OO3 GERMAN HERITAGE, TOUR CANCELED!
The 2003 Hcr i tage Tour of fered by Dr.  Don Yoder has been canceled

due to the wor l t i  s i tuat ion.  Dr.  Yoder does plan on schedul ing a tour

for  2004. I t  rv i l l  feature specia l  events and meet ing rv i th Gernlan nnd

Swiss. Ioders/Jot ters a long the way.  l l is  tours of fer  an introduct ion to

the European backgrounds of  Pa.  German cul ture '  For fur ther info '

contact :  Dr.  Don Yoder,  P.  O. Box 515,  Devon, Pennsl ' lvani i r  19333

Phone: (610) 688-9185 Fax: (610) 989-0976


