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I ssue Number  36 P.O. Box 59,{,  Goshen, IN 46527

NORTH CAROLINA YODERS HOST WONDERFTII-
GATHERING - ' 'YNC IN Y2K''

From Aug. l l -13, the "Yoder Family in North carol ina" (YNC) hosted their second
National Reunion of the Yoder family. This event coincided with their own 50th annual
reunion, and the beginning of the new miltenium (Y2K-Year2000). yoder family members
came from 22 states to attend, and represented not only the Conrad line, but also the Oley
Valley Yoders, the Mennonite Yoders descended from "Hans ofGreat ****************x***
Swamp", the Melchior Y_oder l ine, and the Amish Yoder l ines. I

For a memorable array of photographs from the events, see the i"centerfold" on pages 4-5, and for an overview ofthe activi t ies see the I
press release on page 8. 

{
: :THANKS TO THE NC YODERS FOR THEIR HOSPITALITYI I  X

*  * :3  *  *  x  *  r t : t  t !  *  x : :  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  x  x  *  *  *  *  *  x ,  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * ,  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  x  *  *  *  r t  * *  r . .  * , i  *  *  
*

YODER IMMIGRANTS TO AMERICA
Over the last  l7 yenrs.  the YNL has presented detai led ar t ic les

on di f ferent  l ines of  our fami ly.  Not  s ince our f i rs t  issue (yNLl)  have
we provided nn overview of  ALL the major  l ines,  We've learned qui te
a bi t  s ince that  in i t ia l  issue and decider i  that  i t 's  about t ime to do so
again,  Dur ing a session at  the Yoder Reunion,  edi tor  Chr is yoder
handed orr t  and discussed a graphic over l ierv of  the var ious yoder
immigrants.  A copy of  th is chart  is  inc luded wi th th is ar t ic le.  This
summarv was subt i t led "A Rose hy Any Othcr Ntme,,and went on to
l is t  of  thr  d i f fcrent  spcl l ings r .h ich aJrpty lo l iv ing Yoders in the
Uni ted States todav.  These include:  yoder.  l  oders.  yother.  yothers.
Youther,  \ 'o t ter ,  Jot ter ,  , foder,  loder,  yet ter .

We break the Yoder fami ly into e ight  major  groups!  roughly
l is ted in the sequence of  their  arr ival .  These begin wi th the yoders of
the Olev Val ley (Berks Co.,  Pn.) .  fo l lowed b1, the JVlennoni te yoders
led bv Hans Joder of  Great  Swamp (Bucks/ I_ehigh Co, pa),  then the
Amish Yoders of  the l8th and ear ly lgth centurJ,  then Conrad yoder
( founder of  the North Carol ina c lan);  the fami ly of  Melchior  yoder
(natrr ra l ized in 1765),  a var iety of  Alsat ian immigrants (a lso of ten
Amish) who arr ived f rom the 1820s up to the c iv i l  War,  German
YoderA'ot ters who arr ived f rom the 1820s through the end of  that
centurv.  lnd sever l l  miscel laneous lb lk.

An aster isk (*)  appears beside those immigrants whose
ancestry can be t raced to the Joders of  Stef f isburg,  Switzer land.  The
Old World l inks on the rest  remain to be f ieured out .  f lnder each
column f l rc  some dates and major  e l ,ents for  the l ine,  major  states in
nhich descendants l ive today,  and the spel l ings of  the surname which
are represented today.  The code for  the fami ly as i t  is  appears in the
f i les of  the Yoder Homepage is a lso shown in parentheses (e.g.  " . \L") .

! la. ior  Yl iL ar t ic les on cach l ine are also ident i f ied.

L:ONTINUf. I )  0N PAGE 6

David Yoder,  son of  David and El izabeth Reep yoder,  was a
grandson of  the North Carol ina pioneer Conrad yoder. .  He was born
Sep t . 22 ,  1799 ,  one  o f  l 0  ch i l d ren .  He  mar r i ed  t he  f o rmer  Ru th
Wi l son ,  (Feb .26 ,1794 -Aug . l 4 , l 87 l )  daugh te r  o f  Na than ie l  and
N{argaret  Wi lson.  To th is marr iage were born f ive chi ldren:  El isha
(1827 -1858 ) ;  F rank l i n  ( 1830 - lS , l 0 ) ;  Ru th  E l i zabe th  (Be r t y )  ( 1832_
l92 l ) ;  Le t i t i a  ( 1835 -1860 ) ;  and  Ju t i an  ( Ju t i e )  Ann  ( l 8J8_1926 ) .

Dar id d ied Sep.s.  1896. He. h is wi fe and al t  l ive chi ldren are
bur ied l t  the Old Thessalonicn Bapt ist  Church Cemeterv in the
Blackburn Sect ion.  The church no longer stands,  but  the cemeterv
renla lns,

October 2000

DAVID YODER of NC
-Contr ibuted bv Michael Bi l lv Huffman

CqNTIAIL,IED ON PAGE 3

David Yoder (1799-1S96)

YODER VIDEO IS NOW AVAILABLE!I I
"PILGRIMAGf OF FAITtt:  THE YODERS IN SWITZERLAND

AND ANIERICA FROM ST. JODER TO YOST YODER AND

Richard Yoder of Bechtelsvi l le, Pa. buys a Video from Rita Yoder

Virgi l  Yoder's sl ide show and i ts inspir ing story of our yoder
Heritage have been a centerpiece at national yoder gatherings since
l99i l .  We are pleased to announce that this approximately 45 minute
long story has now been reproduced and is  avai lable on v ideo.  Hold
vorrr  own Yoder fami lv reunion.  large or  srnal l ,  anyplace around the
wor ld and make the v ideo the cornerstone for  your program.

Get vour own cony of  th is fami ly t reasure for  $25 (post  paid) .
Order f rom Virg i l  E.  Yoder,  l l0  Northumber land Rd..  I rwin.  pa.
156,12.  I fvou have ions,  wr i te Virg i l  at :  V

BEYOND''



The Yoder Newsletter- Founded 1983 by
Ben F  Yoder  (1913-1992) ;  Chr is  Yoder  &  Rache l  Kre ider

FROM -tHE EDITORS
Chris Yoder, Editor, Batt le Creek, MI; John W. Yoder, Circulnt ion
Mrnager, Middlebury, IN; Rachel Kreider, Senior Contr ibuting
Editor, Goshen, IN; Esther E. Yoder, Mail  Manager, Goshen, IN;
Donald Kauffman, YNL Homepage Webmaster, Edmonton, Alberta,
Cannda. Other Contr ibutors: Richard H. Yoder, Bechtelsvi l le, PA;
Hubert A. ' t 'oder, Charlotte, NC; Dorothy Yoder Coffman, Malvern,
PA; Dr. Don Yoder, Devon, PA; Neal D. Wilfong, Cleveland, NC; and
Dr. Delbert Gratz. Bluffton, 0H
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
S END Y;r- L CORRESPONDIINCE:

-FOR CIRCULATION ISSIJES ONLY such as new or renewed
subscript ions, changes of address, orders for back issues to: Yoder
Newsletter, P.O. Box 59.1, Goshen, lN 16527-0594.

- ALI- OTHER CORRESPONDENCE- Dealing with rncestral
queries or contr ibutions for future YNLs or archives (such as reunion
notices, letters to the Editor, copies of Bible records or other historical
information) to: Chris Yoder, 203 Lakeshire Rd., Batt le Creek, Ml
zl90l5 (or by electronic mail  to "75757.337l6iDcompuserve,com").

YNL PRICE INFORMATION SS$S (Pr ice  unchanged s ince  1983! )
-The YNL subscript ion is on an annual basis-two issues for $3.
-BACK lSSt lES o f  the  YNL are  $ l  per  i ssue.
-Yoder Newsletter lssues I Through 25 - bound 240 page volume

includes a topical index of major art icles, and an "every name index",
(Price S28 post paid). The YNL, P.O.Box 594, Goshen, lN 46527.

YODER DATA ON DISK PRICE RISES- As we now are dealing with
6 disks worth of information, we Rre forced to increase our price for
our "Yoder Data on Disk" to $10 (postage included). Anyone
interested can get the f i les AT NO CHARGE by f i le transfer from the

I:1 : l l".l'J:lt "J.T:fi :l l g: l Hy;v.?{ :11".y :Ti l1'; g il).'* * * * * * * * * * *
FROM " THE YODER STORE" . CANBY,OREGON
T- SHIRTS lN SIZES: Adult-
S-M-L-$9.95 ea.; Adult- XL- I
$10.95  ea . ;  Adu l t -  XXL-$11.95
ea. (colors - Black, Purple,
Green, Blue, Burgundy);
Youth-S (8 ) -M (10-12) -  L  ( r2 -
l4)- 56.95 ea. (colors- Blue,
Black. Green)

, \ c tl'Fl-1R-,q ft)i{F; r:

SWIATSHIRTS IN SIZES: Adult S--$15.95 ea. (Lt.  Blue, Pink);
Adult M-$15.95 ea. (Lt.  Blrre, Green); Adult L--$15.95 ea. (Navy);
Adult XL--$20.95 ea. (Navy, Purple); Adult XXL-$20.95 ea. (Purple,
Red); Youth S--M - L -- $11.95 ea. (Gray, Lt.  Blue, Pink); Toddler S-
M-L----$9.95 (Pink, Lt.  Blue)
COFFEE MIJGS hand-crafted by a local potter (dishwasher and
microwave safe): Mugs- $5 each

For shipping add $3.50 in continental US for one i tem, add $1.50
for each addit ional i tem shipped in the same package. (On
colors.. .please state your preference and another acceptable choice)
(From: TheYoder Store,324,t l  S. Kropf Rd., Canby, OR 97013-9573)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

NEW FILES AT THE YODER HOMEPAGE:
YODER CEN,SU,! RECORD,S: IL-1e20;WVA-1900;WY-1910;WY-
1920;Wl -1900;  NE-1880;  NE-1900;  KS-1880;  MI -1900.  GENEf , -4 l ,
F/aL', !-BERNCENS- 1790 Joder Census of Bern Switzerlandr GA-
MISC- misc records of Georgia; and Excerpts from the
CALIFORNIA DEATH INDEX (1905 -  1994)  (YODER and l i ke
family nanres) contr ibuted by Jim Yoder (see f i le named cal-recs.doc)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Lut'y' of thc Truil of Tears- l,atest novel by .Iames D. Yoder, is nou,
avai lable. Dr. Yoder, a graduate of Goshen College, Cent. Mo. State,
and []  of N' lo-KC, and resides in Hesston, Ks. This gripping 347 pnge
novel is based on the Cherokee Trai l  ol 'Tears, and tel ls the story of
Cherokee Lucy Drake. I t  can be ordered from Xlibris Tol l-Free l-888-
795-4274 or Books@Xlibris.com . paperback $18, hardback $25. For
more infornration contact the author at email :  JNLYaa)Southwind.net
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * x * x * * ,

Letters to the Edi tor
I  grent ly  enjoyed the recent  nr t ic le on the history of  Yoder,

Oregon. I  have nruch of  that  informat ion in a hand wr i t ten let ter  sent

to me b-v my "cousin Perr1,"  (Or lando Perry)  Yoder when I  was

working on n fami ly t ree in the 5th grade (s l ight ly  before the YNLI)

Our last  v is i t  to Yoder for  the annual  reunion at  the Smyrna Church
( lst  Sunday in August)  two )ears ago revealed that  the house of  Levi
D. Yoder,  nelr  the Yoder Store,  where nry father,  Joseph 8, ,  grew up,

had f inal ly  succumbed to age and neglect  and is  no longer there.  But

we do have photos f rom previous v is i ts .  Keep up the good workl
- - - -Doug Yoder.  Flor ida

I  had nn opportuni ty last  month to again v is i t  Ohio Rnd have

developed some new informnl ion and have other updates. . , .  Perhaps

the most import : rnt  p iece of  info I  found was the death cert i f icate for

Homer  E .  \ ' ode r  (YR1 ,12238 ) .  I n  t ha t  documen t  h i s  mo the r ' s  ma iden
nnme is l is ted as Hannah Ridge.  This conf i rms that  the Jacob H.
Yoder was the same Jacob Yoder that  you l is ted as being marr ied by

the Rev.  . fohn Wal lace in your General  Courthouse and Area Records

from Li tnclster ,  PA. Hopeful ly  th is helps conf i rm that  he was the son

ofJohn Yoder (YRl422).  l t  appears that  they both moved f rom PA to
OH about the same t ime and perhaps together.  , Iacob H, moved
somet ime between 1817 -  1849 and John nppears to have moved

between the t inte h is wi fe d ied in Juniata Pa in 1846 and 1850. John's

two brothers (Jacob and Nicholas) were al ready there.
I  was always concerned about the informat ion on Homer E,

Yoder--mainly because his nnme was so di f ferent  . . .and the fact  thnt

census records have an NR in the re lat ionship column (was that  Not
Related or  Not Recorded?).  Af ter  I  found his death cert i f icate and
saw his f i r l l  narne (Homer Eddie) ,  i t  dnwned on me that  minister  thr t
marr ied his brother John (my great  great  grnndfnther)  in the sanre
year thnt  he was born was named Homer Eddy.  Perhaps a c lose

fr iend of  the fami ly?

You had an ar t ic le in the YNL on the Jacob Yoder stone hotrse
near Ber l in,  OH. I  v is i ted i t  an met two wonderf i r l  Amish people
(Fanny lnd Noah Schlabach).  Thev were very cordin l  and gave my

father ancl  I  fantast ic  tour of  the horrse and surroundings.  Sure was

nice to n leet  sonre unknown relat ions ( their  g-g-grandfather and my

probable g-g-g-g-grandfather were brothers)  even i f  somewhat

distant .  They were very interested in the l ineage that  I  could show

thenr f rom your and , {A1\ lG ef for ts.  They are both in their  70's nnd

st i l l  farm a 100 acre spread. 
. - -Rega_rds,  

Ed Yoder,  Croswi l le,  Tn

From a descendant of  OHI I  1325 Barto let te Y Yoder (18{3 PA-1906

NM). ."1 lbrrnd out  that  Barto let te C Yoder 3rd was named af ter  h is

Grandf l lher in h is middle name Cool idge (as in the president) .  And I
found out  that  h is wi fe 's Great  Grandfather is  Aaron Burr .XNote
from :  "  v in cen t827,1" <vincentS2T4lalvah oo.com>

I l i , - -  Don' t  know how interested you are in rncing but  I 've been a big
fan for  many years.  Fol lowing are 2 l inks to some more prominent
Yoder nnmes in racing --  I  a dr iver  and I  a team owner.
http: //www.yoderracing. hornestead.eorr#index;lrtnrl i
h t tp: / /www.shaneyoder.com/ Kei th Yoder--  Centrevi l le ,  VA

t  was  so  happy  t o  ge t  l h i s  l as t  copv  w i t h  t he  s to r y  abou r  t he
C)regon Yoders.  I  was beginning to th ink you lvere ignor ing us. . . . . .1
was in C)regon two years ago and stopped at  the Yoder store looking
for  p ictures of  the store but  they didn' t  hnve any.  When I  was a voung
gir l  one of  mv uncles ran the store and I  spent  qui te a t r i t  of  t ime
there.  My father taught school  at  Neeley in the 1920's and then we
moved to Washington.  ln 1947 |  moved to Alaska and have remained
here ever s ince.--Ei leen Schneider,  Anchorage, AK

Chris- l t  seems to rne that  you wanted names of  people that  l ived to
100+. l fere 's one:  [ ,mma E. Yoder (YR23b454) b.  l l / l l tB6'7
Waterford(?) ,  Ind.  m. Hiram Eugene Wi l t fong 6/911892 N{ i tchel l ,  Ks
.1.  12/1511961 Cordel l ,  Ok ( t00- l -14) Note:  Her o ldest ,  daughter pear l

W i l t f ong ,  b .9 /711893  KS ,  d .  7 /19 /1995  KS  ( l 0 l - t 0 -12 ) - J im  yode r

My gr: rndl i r ther was Ch:r i les Fr: rnces yoder,  and he came as a
missionary to Argent in,r  in the year 1912. My Mother w.as Eleanor
May Yoder,  marr ied to Egydio Romanenghi .  I  was born in Argent ina
and have recent ly  ret i red f rom the Nat ional  Univers i ty  of  Tucum6n.
where I  tnught Phi losophy of  History for  20 years.
- - - -Els ie Romanenghi  Yoder,  edpowel l .dpuni l lanet .com.ar



CONTINUED FR0M PAGE 1

Ruth Wilson Yoder inherited land from her father's estate on
Potts Creek, and later she and her husband bought the shares of other
members of the Wilson family, who had moved to Tennessee' David
Yoder was a farmer nnd a cooper. He l ived quiet ly with his family'
somewhat remote from the main highways. and "off the beaten
tracts". The f ine oak woodland on his farm supplied him with the
timber for staves used in his cooperage shop.

The Yoder log homes, bui l t  by David himself were bui l t  in the

enrly 1820s. There were two separate bui ldings, one known as the
main house and sleeping quarters and the other was the kitchen.

Two of his daughters l ived at the homestead unti l  their deaths
in the 1920s. Ruth El izabeth (Aunt Betty) and Jul ian Ann (Aunt

Jul ie) both lost their sweethearts in the Civi l  Wnr, so they never

married.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * i i * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * *

YODERS OF NORTH CAROLINA
BOOK REPRINTED!

The Historv of the Yoder Familv in North Carolina by Dr, Fred Roy
Yoder has been reprinted and is avai lable once more!! Dr Yoder's
family arranged for this to be done, just in t ime for the National
Yoder Reunion, Daughter, Elaine Yoder Zakarison of Pul lman, WA
and granddaughter Dr. El izabeth Hall  of LA attended the Book
Rededication on Aug.l2, 2000. "Credits" for the reprint were given
to Dr. J. Larry Yoder, NC Yoder Chaplain for "having the vision"
and to NC Yoder Family President Wil l ie A, "Bi l l"  Yoder for being
the "activist" to implement the project. Funds raised wil l  be used to
restore old Yoder gravestones and up-keep of cemeteries at Churches
signif icant to the Yoder Family and the ancestors of the Author. Price
is $25 (postage included). Address checks to :  "Yoder Memorial
Fund" and mail  to: Yoder Fnmily in North Carol ina, c/o: Bi l l  Yoder,
27O1 7,ion Church Rcl. Hibkory, NC 28602
* * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ATTENTION CONR{D YODER CLAN:!
NC YODERS LATINCH T]PDATE PROJECT!!!

Neal D. Wilfong, Secretary of the Yoder Family in North
Carol ina, has accepted to charge to update the family genealogy. For
many years, Neal has tracked and reporting on births and deaths at
the annual reunion, Now this mult i-year project wi l l  br ing things up
to present day, and wil l  add l ines of the family omitted in the init ial
work. To succeed, Neal needs the help of al l  Conrad family members
in sending the current information about their l ines.

When original ly publ ished in 1970, the Yoder Book only
fol lowed the two sons of Conrad Yoder, who remained in North
Carol ina (John and David ).  Since 1983, the YNL hns played a major
In just the last two months, new data has been received from: Anita
Nail  and Richard H. El l iott  of the Adam Yoder l ine; Lynne Blanscet
of the El ias l ine; and Barbara Waller on the Daniel Yoder l ine.

l f  you have updates to share with Neal Wilfong, send them to
him at: 310 Cook Road; Cleveland, N.C.; 27013;or to Bi l l  Yoder, N.C.
Yoder Family President, 2707 Zion Church Road; Hickory, N.C.
28602 or email :  (byoderncrOyahoo.com)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
RJCHARD ENLOE YODER, SR. I9I9-2OOO

Richard Enloe Yoder, Sr.,  81, of
Hickory, died August 26,2000 at
his home after a period of
decl ining health. Born in Catawba
County  on  May I ,  1919,  he  was the
son of the late Enloe and Hett ie
Dietz Yoder, grandson of Col.
George M. Yoder, Catawba's l9th
century historian, and a
descendant of the pioneer Conrad
Yoder. He was n civi l ian f l ight
instructor in South Carol ina
during World War II ,  and spent
his entire cAreer As a senior f l ight
engineer for American Air l ines
based in Chicago. He was the pilot Fti;hardYod€r,theclan's"ald€istatesman'...,..

for the Adali  Stephenson Democratic presidential campaign planes in
1952 and 1956, and became acquainted with Bobby Kennedy and
future Secretary of Agriculture Wil lard Wirtz with whom he carr ied
on a l i felong correspondence. He f lew many cargo missions from
Hnwaii  to DaNang and Saigon during the Vietnam War. He served as
President and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Yoder
F:rmily in North Ctrol ina nnd ensurcd thc continuance of thc annual
family reunion. Like his grandfather, he corresponded with yoders
from many family l ines across the l ini ted States. Reports president
Bil l  Yoder: "He wasn't able to attend the Reunion this year because
his legs were weak and he was taking therapy. I  met with him the day
after our Reunion and he was in good spir i ts."
* ** * * * * * * ?. sr ;! * * * * * rt * * * * x * * * * * * * x * * * x x * x x x x x x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THE 2OOI YODER
RET]NION. BERKS CO., PA- 2O-2I.ITJLY 2OOI

Yoder Spouse Leads WWII Memorial Effort
Col. Kenneth S. Pond (USA Ret), husband of the former Mir iam
Yoder of Pit tsburg, Pa is the Executive Director, American Batt le
Monuments Commission. In this posit ion he is playing a leading role
in the raising of funds for the new World War II  Monument in
washington. For information on Col. Pond, refer to:

http:/ /www.wwiimemorial.com/whoswho/index.htm
For information of the WWII memorial.  see:

http: / /www.wwiimemorial.  co m/
Mi r iam is  a  member  o f  the  YR2337a l ine  (Reuben Yoder -  l83 l -1912)

David Yoder Main House Right '  Kitchen to the Left

Ruth  Wi lson  Yoder  (1794-1871)
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Hubert Yount- Age 94

Kennedy und Huffman
Clog Dance

Donald Honeywell  and Family Discuss

Melchior Research with Bob Burns

Carl  Yoder of  Ct ,  and Kei th Yoder of  Ind.

Discuss Ancestor  Hans Joder of  Great  Swamp

Daniel  Yoder -  ' \ge 94

f

Line Up in front of the Grace Lutheran ChurchA Family

The Sigmon Str ingers Bluegrass Band

fi1,*.r..h'*
*'"**o;!Sl** ,

l  he Conrad Yoder Bible

Zion Lutheran Church and Cemeterv

Ralph f,. Yoder Family Staffs the Kitchen

Pres.  Bi l l  Yoder and

Chaplnin , I .  Larry Yoder

Gerald Nl .  \ 'oder & F-anr i ly ,  YNC Treasurer for  20+ Yrs
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Summary of Yoder rmmigrants to America

("A ROSE By ANY OTHER NAME": Yoder, Yoders, Yothero Yothers, Youther, Yotter, Jotter,

Joder, Ioder, Yoter, Yetter)

I t  is interesting to speculate on the relat ionships between the

different families. As described in YNLt6, letters were written from

The Oley Valley (Reformed) Yoders are connected through

European .".o.dt back to the family of Adam Yoder of Steffisburg'

This iine was the first to be so identified' due in large part to the

efforts of Dr. Don Yoder of Dev-on, Pa.
Samuel Joder, the father of the last of the immigrants in the

Amish column (Michael Yoder-YRC), wrote two letters to his "dear

cousin" Schweitzer Christian" Yoder (YR23) in Somerset Co' Pa.

The Samuel Joder link to Steffisburg is known. That of his " cousins"

remain speculat ive,
Due to recent research in France and Germany, several of the

Alsatian and German Yoder immigrants (many of whom were Amish)

can now be linked back to thc Steffisburg families. How do these lines

relate to those of the l8th century Amish immigrants? We don't yet

know. But it would appear certain that they do so---the original

Amish groups were rather small .
Under the "Other" hending, Jncob the immigrant of 1753

would nppear l ikely to have been related to some of the Amish l ines'

sue to some of the famil ies he associated with (See YNL29).
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
STIPPORT FOR ADAN{ YODER-YOTHER LINK

l n  1988 (YNLI l ) ,  we presented  our  specu la t ions  on  wha i
became of Ad:rm Yoder, youngest son of NC immigrant ( lonrad

Yoder. Family tradit ion was that he "moved to Tennessee and nl l
r races ol 'h im were losl" .  Census records show him only once,  in

Haywood County,  NC near the TN border.  We constr t tc ted a var iety

of  b i ts  and pieces which hint  that  the "Yother"  fami ly of  GA were his

descendunts.  Haywood Co. marr iage records show "Yoder,  David nt .

05 Apr 1826 Gui l l iams, Fanney".  This matches the age and name of

i * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * r l

ELI M. YODER
FOTINDER OF YODER KANSAS

Thnnks to Cllyde Nafzinger of Wilmington,Dtlnwnre for this
photograph of  El i  M. Yoder (1844-1905) (YRI2868) founder of  the

town of  Yoder,  Kansas.  We featured th is town in a YNLS art ic le by

David Luthy.  El i  was the son of  Bishop Solomon Yoder of  the Long

Green, Maryland Amish congregat ion- who was covered in a sketch

by H, Harold Hartz ler  in YNL8, El i  le f t  the Amish,  and went to

Kansns where he met and marr ied a non-Amish gi r l  named NIary

Young. Among the young men who fo l lowed him there was his

nephew, John Nafz inger,  who met and marr ied Mary 's s ister  Emma.

Yoder,  Kans:rs is  located in Reno County,  a few mi les southeast  of

Hutchinson,  A smal l  park in Yoder 's main square contains a grani te

marker that  g ives some of  the history of  the town.

Death of Dr. Delbert Gratz
Dr. Delbert Gratz, renown Anabaptist historian for over half  a

centrry, r l ied August 24, 2000 at the hospital in Lima, Ohio' after

suffering several strokes. He retired from Bluffton College' Bluffton'

Ohio, and for many years had led Heritage Tour grotrps to historical ly

important si tes in Europe. Over many years he has shnred Yoder

materials with the YNL, most recently in the l lst issue. His support

and his expert ise wil l  be sorely missed.

the Melchior Yoder family in Pa. to Conrad Yoder in North Carol ina'

Melchior l ived in a Mennonite community during his ini t ial  years in

Pa. The Historv of the Yoder Familv in North Carol ina reports that

Conrad "Utought n Mennonite Hymnbook" with him when he came

from Pennsylvania. Were these lines interrelated and connected to

the Mennonite Hans Joder of Great Swamp? Wil l  the origins for al l

three families in the Old World be found together someday?

Oley valley
Yoders

Hans ol
Great Swamp

Amish Yoders Conrad Yoder
in N. C.

Melchior
Yoder

Alsatir n
Yoders

German
Yoders

Other
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the apparent  o ldest  male of  the Georgia Yother l ine.



*  *  r  r  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  t  *  *  *  t  *  *  *  *  *  *QUef ieS*  *  *  *  *  *  *  t  *  t  *  i i  *  *  *  *  i i  *  *  *  * i  *

The YNL wil l  publ ish Yoder related inquir ies or exchanges at no

charge. please l imit as possible to include R ful l  return address, Al l

inquir ies are checked against our records to see i fwe can help too' I f

you receive ndded info, please share it with the YNL for our files'
"Send 

Queries to: Chris Yoder, 203 Lakeshire Rd', Battle Creek'Mi

490 I 5 or email at 1 5'7 57,337 ltd compuserve.com'
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

I  have found the graves of two Yoders in the city cemetery in

Un ion ,Mo.  They  are  Lou is  A .20  Feb 1889- -14  Aug 1889 and Rosn l4

Mar 1869--7 Aug 1889 (wife of V.A.) Do you have any idea who these

people might be? Teresa Yoder Sands, 510 Central,  Union' Mo'

63084 tns4t3@webtv.net (terr i)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

NIy g-grandfather, Joseph Yoder, married Anna Fnrney in 1886 in

l. l t icr (?), NY. The-v moved from Lowvil le or Croghan NY to l l l inois'

Had 6 chi ldren. Who were Joseph's parents? JoyceYoder Thornburg'

P.O. Box 87811, Vancouver WA 98687, Thornburgi i@aol 'com
* * * * x * * * x * * * * * * * * * x x x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

My g-gmother Li l l ian K. Yoder d'1899 in Phila'  Pa from Typhoid' m'

. loi iott  C. Nlart in, Jr. in Ashland, Pa. Had Earle Wil l iam Allen Mart in

b .9 /2111896(myg- fa ther )Roy l rv inMar t inb ' l l /3 /1897 'L i l l i anwas
raised by Grune(?) family. Her mother d. when she was 6 mos old'

Was raised as a sister to Lizzie Gruber. Had a sister Anna who m'

Jacob Schucker they had two chi ldren Frank and Hornce' Horace m'

Cora Hubler. . lude Banks, S. 6016 Pittsburg, Spokane, Washington

99223. ernai l :  JudeBanks(Dworldnet.att .net
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

My grnndfather was Emerson Yoder (1904-1993) b'Boonvi l le '  NY' His

Son of Joseph and Katherine (Zehr) (des. of Jacob Zehr) '  His Parents

were both b. in the US, in Lewis County, Crognn, NY (I bel ieve)'  His

grandparents were b. in Alsace-Lorraine' His father (Joseph)'  died

around l9l0 after fal l ing from a horse. His grandmothers name was

Anna/Annah and is buried just outside of Boonvi l le 'Joseph wns

Amish antl  Emerson left  the faith in his late teens' Chris Yoder

<cyoder/Oworldnet.att .net>' 99 Tyler Street Bulfalo'  NY 14214
* * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * x x x x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * x

Would l ike to hear from our extended family'  John E' Yoder -

YR2344b6. Moses Yoder- YR2344b' Christ ian Yoder YR2344' John

E. Yoder evidently had only one chi ld --RomRnus (Romnn)' who was

my wife's father, ls well  as the father of l2 sisters & brothers'

Roger M. Crassi,  9170 Sheridan Drive #41, Clarence, NY 14032
* * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x

Researching the Samuel Lutz family of White Deer'  Union Co' PA'

and Benton County Ohio. Samuel Lutz d. c1858 in Shellbeburg' Oh' '

Wife was Mary Rank also of White Deer'  Samuel 's pension papers'

s h o w a M r s . D . A . Y o d e r o f T o l e d o O h i o , w h o w r o t e t o W a s h i n g t o n
D.C. Apri l  l l ,  1930 requesting information on Samuel Lutz'  This

leads me to bel ieve that there may be a relat ion connection for her'

Does Rnutone know something on this family? Thanks Jan Taylor '

3004 Wilkie Rd., ! .ouisvi l le, KY 40216 j inxjan@aol'com
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  13  *  *  *  *  x  x  x  x  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

My wifes grandfather John Franklin Jotter was a captain at Fort

Niobaria Nebraska. If you have any information it would be greatly

appreciated My mother in law Josephine Li l l ian Jotter b'  7 30 1899

had a brother Albert Jotter b'  1 28 1897' they were from Nebraska

and their father was John Frankl in Jotter (d. 4 29 1903 Ft '  Nibrario)

he married a Lena Swartz (d'  3 l l  1906)'  both died under mysterious

circumstances. l f  you have any information on the Jotter l ine

apprecinte i t ,  Norm and Barbara Rogers 1619' l th Street '  Lewiston

ID. 83501 <nrogers(Dlewiston.com>
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x x * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

\ODER STONE NEEDS REPAIRS-
Shir ley Nl .  Brown <smbrownfa)redrose.net> wr i les " l  am current ly

recording the tombstones of  Royer 's  Nleet ing House Cemetery '

. lackson 
' fwp, ,  

l ,ebanon ( lo.  PA. I  found a stone of  Sarah Hummel '

w/o Levi  Yoder.  that  is  brokt 'n of f the base.  Sarah was born Dec'  l8 '

1355. d.  Dec.  2.  1908. Levi  K Yoder,  b.  Nlar .  15,  185' t '  d '  Mar '  24 '

1935 sets next  to Slrah and is  OK. " . .  Are there any descendants

of  YRl7a53- t -evi  K Yoder and Sarah Hummel out  there who would

l ike to help fund repair? Contact  Shir ley at  the above address'

x * * f  * 8 * x x + { * * * s + 8 * s * { x * } l * 8 * l x * * * * x * a a * 8 *

GRANDDATiGHTER OF ELIAS YODER

Nancy Yoder Yoder Suddeth (Con533)
(r2/221 rS34 IN-4/l  8/ l9o5IL)

Thanks to Lynne Nlelchior Blanscet (Lit t lc Rock' Ark'

<lmblanscetf i iearthl ink.net>) for providing this wonderful

photogra;rh of her ancestress Nancy Yoder Yoder Suddeth' (Con533)'
'Xon.f 

ln,, t  the granddaughter of Etias Yoder who died in l8l7 in

Clark Co., Indiana. El ias was the f i f th chi ld of Conrad Yoder of NC'

Nancy's father John Yoder married Nancy Jane Suddeth in l85l as

his second wife. Nancy then, in 1852, married Wm' James Suddeth'

her step brother by this marriage. She died at the County Home in

Marion Cotrnty, tL and is buried in "county Home Cemetery" '
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Some Recent Yoder Contacts:
--Nancy Yoder Yoder Suddeth (Con533) (12/2211834 lN-4/18/1905)

Lynne Blanscet <lmblanscetG)earthl ink.net>
- Pol ly Yoder Roes (YR233741)- Marion Roes' Waterloo' Ontario

m I ro es@ sy m Pa t i co ' c a
--Marga.et Yotter (AOlXf 830 Gy-1894 la) m' 1848 John A Hopp---

Ed Moodie <kmoodie@j uno.com>
--Fannie S Yoder (YR1253233) m Manasses D Schmucker lrene

Clement <eirene9O(DYahoo.com>
- Wil l iam John Yoder (YR23b446) -Kay Strause' Muscatine' Ia'

<l kst rau sar, musca net. c om>
--Martha Mary Yother (Con846) m William Elliott' Charlotte Elliott

<charelot@wavegate.com>
-- John C Yoder (YR23446) -"Paul W. King" <kingpaul@erie'net>

--YR26812- Joseph Yotter (1827-1913) cnl iman4@hotmail 'com
--YA7S-Peter Yotter ( l841OH) m Nannie Folk

shullg@mail.Pjsnet.com
-Cyi ' t tr ia Ann Yoder (Con6ll)  m Robert Covert) Barb Waller

<wnllerbfdaea I 5.k I  2. ia.us>
--Jonathan J' Yoder (YR127322) m' Catherine Ballaman' Tia

Murphy, <kimandtia@earthl ink.net>
-C.o.g" W. Yother (Con82) Joy Stone, <jtstone@earthl ink'net>

-Abraham Z Yoder ( YRl65l3) m Snrah Joder (YRl2n44) Al len

Weissin ger <al lenw@Ptsi.net>
--David V. Yoder (YR2337434) David K Yoder <secdky@gci'net>

Fairbanks Alaska
--Rudolph Hartzler Yoder (YRBl7l54) Susan Yoder Pyles

<su ep ro c kie-d m ics. net>
-Arihur [ .  Yoder (YR12a3322)- Ken Gawley <mnikg@yahoo'com>

--Fannie S.Yoder (YRl 253233)Irene Clement <eirene90@yahoo'com>

--Bartolette Y Yoder (OH I t 1325) Taffy Yoder Young taffy@whro'net

--Johannes Yoder(OY434) Carrie Yoder <frogger-3@hotmail'com>

-Mary Yoder (OH1331b2) - CEP9l0@cs'com
--,q.braham Yotler(Y R235a74)SharonParks <parksj l@bellatlantic'net>

, 7  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  i  *  *  *  * * * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *



50th annual event to be held in Catawba CountyAug. 1l-13

The Yoder F"-ily in North A::derson Yoder, where his por- at 6:15 p.m. will be held in the
Carolina, in conjunction with trait, his 1886 map of Catawba Zion Lutheran Church Parish
their S0thAnnual Reunion,will County, his diaries, and other Center, located on Zion Church
host a gathering of the entire items will be displayed in the Road off of N.C. 127, south of
Yoder Clan on Aug. 11-13 in Belk Centru:n, which features Hickory in the Mountain View
Hickory and Newton. a memorial to Dr. Yoder at its community. The Sigmon

Similar events occurred in entrance. Virgil Yoder of Stringers bluegrass band fron
Catawba County in 1995 aod in Pittsburgh, Pa. will present his Newton will open the session.
Readiag and Pleasantville, Pa. slideshow'PilgrimageofFaith: Don Yoder, Ph.D., professor
in 1996-. Yotlers from a number The Yoders in Switzerland and emeritus at the University of
of fanily lines representing at America from St. Joder to Yost Pennsylvania, will be the fea-
least22stateswillcometogeth- Yoder and Beyond" in the tured speaker. Dr. Yoder is a
er to celebrate their common Centrum auditorium beginning contributor to the Yoder
heritage. "The Yoder at 9:15 a.m. Iocal family mem- Newsletter and one of the
Newsletter" based in Goshen, bers and friends are urged to world's foremost scholars on
Ind. is again sponsoring this attend this session. Pennsylvania Dutch folklore
event, and edilor Chris K. The group will then proceed and the immigration of
Yoder of Battle Creek, Mich., through the old "Yodertown" Germanic-speaking people to
and co-founder and noted area (including the homesite the New World. He has
Anish genealogist Rachael andfina.lrestingplaceofNorth authored and edited many
Ifteider of Goshen will be in Carolina progenitor Conrad books and articles and has
attendance. Yoder); Grace Union Church traveled and researched exten-

Dr. Don Yoder of Devon, Pa. (founded 1795 by Yoders and srvely in both Germany and
will be the featured speaker for the burial ground of many Switzeriand. He is a co-founder
the event. He is perhaps the Yoders, including Conrad's sons of the Kutztown Folk Festival
world's foremost authority on John and David, and CoI. and of'Pennsylvania Folklife"
German and Swiss immigra- George M. Yoder, Catawba's magazine. He is descended
tion to the New World. Also 19th-century historian); aud from the earliest Oley Valley
making presentations or in Old St. Paul's Church (founded Yoder immigrants, and counts
atteudance will be Amish- 1760, first church in Western at least three separate lines of
Mennonite Yoder researcher N.C.). Yoder descent in his genealogy.
Virgil Yoder of Pittsburgh, OIey At 1:30 p.m. the session will Only a few tickets remain for
ValleyresearcherDickYoderof begin at the Catawba County the meal, but interested per-
Bechtelsville, Pa. and Neal MuseumofHistoryinthe1924 sons are invited to hear the
Wilfong an{ Hubert Yoder, his- Courthouse on the square in music and Dr. Yoder's talk.
torians and'researchers for the Newton. Many Yoder artifacts, On Sunday morning at 10
North Carolina branch. These including the Conrad Yoder a.m., an ecumenical Yoder clan
participants will make up the family Bible and a remnant of worship service will be held in
first and largest personal meet- Henry Weidner's deed to the 1886 chapel ofZion Church.
ing ever of these noted Conrad Yoder, are in the muse- The Rev. Dr' J. Larry Yoder,
relearchers. um's permanent collection. professor of Religion at Lenoir-

Other special guests this DiekYoderofBechtelsville,Pa. Rhyne College and pastor of
year include Greensboro native wiil present a slide show on the Grace Church, will lead the ser-
bdwin M, Yoder, Pulitzer Frize- earliest Yoder settlers in vice. Marcus Yoder (first mayor
winning journalist from The America, brothers Hans and of Hickory) provided some of
washington Post, and the chil- Yost, who came to the oley the original fundsto build this
dren and grandchildren of the Valley ofPennsylva-nia in 1710. chapel, and its bricks were
late Fred Roy Yoder, professor Also at the Museum on hand-molded at the Conrad
of sociology at Walhinpon Saturday, the childreu and Yoderhomesiteandatthenear-
State University and author of grandchildren of Fred $. Yoder, by Reuben Yoder nills.
"History of the Yoder F"mily in Ph.D., who have geqerously After the service in the Zion
North carolina.. returned many Yoder drtifacts Parish center will a picnic

superimposed with a map went to Georgia. Elizabeth died
showing Yoder immigratiol in infancy. John and David
routes. Knit golf shirts featur- married sisters of the Reep
ing an authentic Yoder coat-of- family.
arms will also be available. Conrad Yoder and his close

Yoder reunion to feature meeting of noted researchers

The weekend will begin to North Carolina an{ funded lunch for the 50th Annual
Friday night at 7 p.d. at ihe the history's reprinting in Yoder Reunion and a chance to

Quality 1nn with a get- memory of Dr. Yoder ard his view the many Yoder displays
acquainted aad orientation les- work, will be present to help brought for-the reunion, includ-
sion. On Saturday morning dedicate both the Yoder collec- ing Conrad Yoder is original
beginning at 8 a.n.,'busses will tion and his book. AIl local fam- Bible (ca. early 1700s). The
trinsport participants on a ily members, friends and inter- Yoder Store wili feature com-
guidei tour of lhe City of ested persons are cordially memorative T-shirts illustrat'

The North Carolina Yoder neighbors, Henry Weidner,
Reunion traces its origins to George Wilfong, John Hahn,
birthday dinners held in and others were patriots during
August for Catawba County's the Revolutionary War, sup-
first historian Col. George M. porting the American cause for
YoderoftheBlackburncommu- independence by making a
nityduringtheearlypartofthe "covenant under the oak," an
20th century. event which influenced Lincoln

Yoders in the United States and Catawba County society
are of Swiss origin. The name and politics for over a century.
Yoder (Joder in Swiss German) Through family marriages,
is derived from Saint Theodore Conrad Yoder is the direct
(later abbreviated to Saint ancestor to the Yoder, Baker,
Joder), one of the Christian and Blackburn families and
missionaries who brought the many members of other
Christian message into the Catawba County famiiies
Swiss Alps in the Middle Ages. including the Blackwelder,
August 16 is still celebratea r" D"1tt:, Hahn' Huffinan' Reep'
St. Joder's Day in the Swiss fnd Shuford families' and have

Reformed Churth. Iong standing close family ties

Only Conrad Yoder migrated lo 
tl9 

T3.T"t"ur, 
Iilhitener,

to theiouthern colonies iiVorth Jarrett' .w-irfo.l.c' -Seitz and

Carolina), bringing a 9th9r 
loca families ln addition

Mennoniie hymnat 
"wiifr 
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ABE S YODER FAMILY RETINION
At the 2000 reunion of the Abe S. Yoder family (YR257l8l) '

attendance was down to about 200. As usual the food & Praise

Singing were excel lent The next reunion wil l  be the last Saturday in

July 2002. The reunions are held at the Greenlane School Reedsvi l le '
Pa. For more information contact: Abe S Yoder Jr, 217 Pebley Lnne'

Bellevi l le. Pa 17004.711 935-2947
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PASSINGS- -
--Edwnrd P.  \ 'eater ,  of  Cedar Rapids,  lowa, d ied Chr istmas Eve,  Dec.

24 "  1999 .  He  had  been  bo rn  Ju l . l 8 , l 923 ,  and  had  been  i l l  f o r  some

t inre.  Eduard was an ear ly subscr iber to the Yoder newslet ter  and

was for  many years edi tor  of  lhe Yeater Newslet ter .
- -C l y l ea  ( ' .  Yode r ,  (M22281 l )  Ma rysv i l l e '  Oh .  d .  3 / 18 /1999
--Lnis l l f  ar ie (Yoder)Yoder,  (YR2337a656) Shipsehwana d.  8 l  11 l20O{.
--Kenneth E.  Yoders.  84.  d,  1 l l '7 /2000 ,  Gravsvi l le ,  Pa

IF  YOU HAVE A FAMILY QUESTION,  OR DATA TO SHARI '
WRITE:  CHRIS YODER AT ' :  75757.337 l roCOMPUSERVE.COM

WIS(IONSIN vs YODER-not  a research pro ject ,  t 'm hoping
to nr lke contact  wi th the Jonas Yoder who l i led in New Gl l r r rs.

Wisconsin ( l : r te 1960's-1970's) .  Was involved in the Histor ic  Supreme

Court  decission "Wisconsin vs Yoder" .  Anyone hnving informlt ion

regarding . f  onas and his fami ly can contact  me at :  Shawn F' .  Peters"
<sfpetersra) facstaf f .wisc.edu> 1306 Eberhardt  Ct .  Madison,  Wl 53715
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * , : *8

OLEY YODER TIPDATES
Our annual  Yoder reunion was held on July 15,  2000, at  the

Oley Fire Company and i t  was a huge srrccess.  We had seventy people

in at tend:rnce.  The lunch was del ic ious and enjoyed by al l .  lVe

fol lowed lunch wi th a ta lk on " lndian Lore of  the Oley Val ley" which

was very interest ing.  We also had a short  course on "How to Get

Started in Genealogy" fo l lowed by an auct ion ofdonated i tents.

Orrr  next  b ig project  is  p lanning the Nat ional  Reunion which

w i l l  be  he ld . l u l y  20  and  21 ,2001 .  Some  o f  t he  h i gh l i gh t s  w i l l  be  an

Amish tour of  Berks Count l ' ,  an Oley Val ley tour,  a Revolut ionary

mi l i t ia  encampment depict ing Yoder involvement,  Pennsylvania

Dutch food and more.  We wi l l  have avai lable for  sale:  gol f  shi r ts ,  T-

shir ts ,  hats and memory books.  Watch for  more informat ion in the

next  issue of  the newslet ter  and on the web


