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Hamburg Christian Yoder
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For years the story was handed down that one Barbara Yoder,
whose husband died at sea, landed in America some time before 1720.
with nine small children--eight sons and a daughter--and that they
settled in the Oley Valley, where sons Hans and Yost became well-
known. Eventually an alert descendant publicized a discrepancy in the
story and family historians began to chip away at this garbled mixing
of two lines of Yoder immigrants.

Although there has never been any documentation available about
the "Widow BArbara", it is agreed that she did exist.We know that
"Widow Barbara" arrived not prior to 1720, but on September 21,
1742, on the Francis and Elizabeth. Three Yoder men signed the ship
list upon their docking in Philadelphia. Through the efforts of Dr.
Hugh Gingerich, we now know there were eight Amish Yoder men of
the first generation, and we know that two of these 1742 signatories
(Jacob and Christian Joder) were sons of "Widow Barbara" , We
now know that Barbara did indeed have nine children (see YNL 2,
Oct. 83), but only four of those sori5 were hers. The other four
belonged to the other Yoder family aboard ship. This second Yoder
family was once said to have been that of "Strong Jacob" Yoder, but
now we know the head of the second family was the Christian Jotter
on the ship list . For some reason a clerk wrote Jacob's name for him
and it appears directly above that of his older brother, who wrote his
name Christian Joder (See YNL 20). It is interesting to see this mix of
spelling---Joder, the spelling used by their Swiss forebears, and Jotter,
a spel l ing adopted by some of the family in Alsace and also in
Eppstein, Germany (YNL 10)

The older Christ ian Jotter located in Berks County on land
situated where the present day townships of Upper Bern, Center, and
Penn come together, but Barbara's family sett led closer to the vi l lage
of [ Iamburg, which is no doubt the reason that her son was known as
"Hamburg Christ ian" to dist inguish him from the others. As these
sons became of age they took farms of their own, Christ ian "on the
twenty-ninth day of the eighth month, 1743" and Jacob on October
28, 1147. One old diagram in the archives at Harrisburg shows
Christ ian's land bounded by the farms of Isaac Kauffman, Stephen
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The Ortbuhl-a Steffisburg Estate

Steflisburg, a Swiss origin place for the Yoder (Joder) family,
is divided into an "Upper Town" and a "Lower Town" by a
picturesque stream with a dog-walk along side part of it. The Ortbuhl
farm is a major block of land to the west of the "Upper Town". The
birth registeries of Steflisburg show Joders connected with this farm
over many years. In the 1670s and 1680s Jost Joder "im Ortbuhl"
witnessed the birth of children to Anabaptists : Christian Blank and
Anna Joder; Jakob Joder and Verena Kaufmann; and Hans Joder
and Kathrin Russer. In 1687 Casper Joder "Im Ortbuhl" and his
wife Anni Zaug (Zookl record the birth of their son Casper. As late as
1758, a Jakob Joder is marked as "Ortbuhl" in the record of the

birth of his daughter Anna.
The records of European Yoder researchers Karl Joder and

Ottmar Jotter show the estate of Ortbuhl as being among the "The

residences (literally 'dwelling places.') of the Joder Family in

Stelfisburg". The following families are associated with the holdings
(estate) of the Joder family in Ortbuhl:

Caspar Joiler L; Jost Joder, the magistrate of Thun; Caspar

Joder & Margret Moser; Peter Joder & Magdalene Zaugg (Zook); Peter

Joder & Trini Eymann; Caspar Joder III. & Anni Meyer; Pauli Joder &

Francis Hennig; Caspar Joder & Mgrgret Hennig; Hans Joder &

Magret Bronnimann; Caspar Joder & Barbly Burky; Niclaus Joler &

Anna Trachsel: Jost Joder & Anna Trachsel

ln Dr. Don Yoder's Jan. 1983 Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage

art icle "The Kung-Gnagi Connection", he mentions that Adam Joder
(son of Niclaus Joder and Anna Trachsel above) lived on the Ortbuhl

farm. The Ortbuhl is therefore a point of origin for all the Oley

Yoders, as Adam was the father of immigrants Hans and Jost. The

Anabaptist l inks also t ie many of the rest of us back to this estate.

4 1
1 , :  -  , t 4.,2 .r:

,$,
, . , :  .

,.&9
q,:.
t ? ,

THE ORTBUHL FARM- BIGGEST ROOF IN STEFFISBURG

Dr. Michael Stett ler, ret ired director of the Bernese Historical
Museum, is the present day owner of the large farm house on the
Ortbuhl property. In August, 1995 he wrote that he had no
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The Yoder Newsletter- Founded t983 by
Ben F  Yoder  (1913-1992h Chr is  Yoder  &  Rache l  Kre ider

FROM THE EDITORS
Chris Yoder, Editor, Batt le Creek, MI; John W. Yoder, Circulat ion
Manager, Middlebury, IN; Rachel Kreider, Senior Contr ibuting
Editor, Goshen, IN; Esther E. Yoder, Mail  Manager, Goshen, IN;
Donald Kauffman, YNL l lomepage Webnraster, Edntonton, Alberta,
Canada. Other Contr ibutors: Richard H. Yoder, Bechtelsvi l le, PA;

Hubert A. Yoder, Charlotte, NC; Dorothy Yoder Coffman, Malvern,

PA; Dr. Don Yoder, Devon, PA; Neil  Wil fong, Cleveland, NC; and Dr'

Delbert Gratz, Bluffton, OH
t t * * * t * t t t t * * * i * t * * * t t i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * a t i i * * * * * * * i * * * t t * * *

SEND YNL CORRESPONDENCE:
-FOR CIRCULATION ISSUES ONLY such as new or renewed

subscript ions, changes of address, orders for back issues to: Yoder

Newsletter, P.O. Box 594, Goshen, IN 46527-0594.
- ALL OTHER- Dealing with ancestral queries or contr ibutions for

future YNLs or archives (such as reunion notices, letters to the Editor'

copies of Bible records or other historical information) to: Chris

Yoder,203 Lakeshire Rd., Batt le Creek, MI 49015 (or by electronic

mail  to " 7 57 51 .337 l@compuserve.com ").

t * i * t * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t i * * * * * * * * * * * *

YNL PRICE INFOR]T{ATION $$$$
-The YNL subscript ion is on aIr annual basis-two issues for $3.
-BACK ISSUES of the YNL are $1 per issue.
-Yoder Newsletter Issues I Through 25 - bound 240 page volume

includes a topical index of major art icles, an "every name index".

(Price $25 ptus $3 postage and handling for each book).

Order from: The Yoder Newsletter, P.O.Box 594, Goshen, IN 46527.
t * * * * * * * i i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

YODER HOMEPAGE GROWS

Thanks to the technical Magic of "YODER Webmaster" Donald
Kauffman, our Homepage continues to prosper. Since the last issue of
the YNL scores of cousins have come in contact with us for the f irst
t ime through the wonders of the Internet. Added records incorpoarted
include: 1900-OH census (Thanks to Dorothy Coffman), several Iowa
Censuses (Thanks to Wil l iam Johnson); 1900-IN census (Thanks to
Keith Yoder); an assortment of smaller state cenusues; and selected
other county records. Donald I loneywell ,  a premier researchcr of the
"Yoders" l ine of Southwestern Pa, has also provided an extensive
update of descent for that family. The "every nanre index" from the
hardcopy conrpi lat ion of YNL l-25 has also been added..with " l inks"

to the text of each issue.

Our Web address is: http:/ /www.genealogy.orgl-yoder/

1l I : : .11.". l:i .':ff ll.t. Il'i :'.t. I: l'.1 i':: : .o-o- ::'i. . . . . . * * * * * * * * *
Over 80 Members on the YODER LISTSERVER

A "l istseryer" is an electronic mail  discussion group. This one is
focused on the Yoder family. I f  you have "email" you can subscribe
by means of a simple process. To SUBSCRIBE to the l ist,  send a
message to "yoder-l-request@)rootsweb.com" and put "subscribe" on
the f irst l ine of the body of the message (not the subject l ine - anything
you pu t  in  the  sub jec t  l ine  is  ignored) .  THERE IS  NO CHARGE to  be
on this mail  group. l ts purpose is to exchange family information of
either current or historic interest. Thanks to "ginseng" for helping
setup and administer our l isterserver function,Periodic messages sent
have included: Reminders to celebrate St. Joder's Day (August l6);
Histor ical Notes ("On This Day in Yoder I I istor.v");  and requests for
help on family inquir ies.
* * * t * i t * t * * t * t * * * l * i t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * *

To The Editor--Yoder Dairv. Norfolk. VA

It was with interest that I  read your art icle on Yoder Food
Mixer in the last YNL, Then I real ly perked up when I read about the
Yodcr Dairy Milk Bott les.. My father and uncle, El i  and Elmer
Yoder, sttr ted a retai l  route in the city of Norfolk in 1929.

The announcement \ i las on about Jun l9th, 1929- "We propose
to establ ish a Daily Retai l  Del ivery System in Norfolk City Proper for
sale of Pure Sweet Grade A Milk, Cream, Butter, Cottage Cheese,
Eggs and other products of our farms. Quali ty wi l l  be such as yorr
have been gett ing from the Mennonite Market Stands Years Past."
Signed by my father, El i  M. Yoder.

They went on to sel l  on their f i rst day of del ivery l2 qt of milk
on June 19,1929. The name is st i l l  being used but none ofthe original
owners are l iving any longer. They are st i l l  making Home Deliverys
and bott le in glass and paper. The only dairy in the state doing so.
The business started small  bott leing by hand and capping the bott les
by hand. I t  soon outgrew 16s sntal l  16 x 20 and they bui l t  a larger
faci l i ty, the later bui l t  a larger at arrot lrer location and st i l l  ol)erate
there.

There was another dairy sel l ing milk by the name Yoder in
Newport News along about the same t inre, but has long been out of
business.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *. - - -.. l:it.t:"lt; 3rff ::.1 ::::: *...
YODBR SKETCHES BY LYNN LORAH

Talented area sketch art ist Lynn Lorah created a number oforiginal
works to commemorate the OIey Valley "Heritage Tour". These
beauti ful sketches are st i l l  avai lable. The fol lowing themes and priccs
apply: -- l lx l4s prints are $16: Hans Yoder Homestead; Hans Yoder
Jr. Homestead; Griesemer's Covered Bridge; Lobachsvi l le Mil l .--8x10
prints: the 8xl0 are $12: . f  acob and Marie Yoder Homestead; Sawmil l
at Hans Yoder Homestead; Pigpen at Hans Yoder Homestead; Hans
Yoder Homestead. --Note Cards (four dif ferent designs/ eight cards
total) and Lobachsvi l le Mil l  Note Cards (four dif ferent designs/ eight
cards total) at $8 for set of 8 cards plus envelopes. Al l  pr ints are
unframed. Add $2.50 postage and handling for one print (or card
order). Add $l for each addit ional. Order from: Lynn Lorah, RD2,
Box 144,  O ley ,  Pa 19547.  Phone (610)  987-6175.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Columbiana Co. .  Oh.  Mar r iaees .  1800-1870
Yoder, Henry & Susannah Wisler m. 15 June 1830 by Jacob Crola?,
Society of the Mennonist (2/394) (YBl323)--formerly unl inked ttBL'r

Catharine Yoder of Salem Twp m. Samuel Heaton of Fairf ield Twp,
on 18  Sep 1828 by  John Ke l le r  MG (?Who was she?)
* t * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

I l an r i l l on  ( ' oun l \ '  Oh io  P roh : r t e  ( - o r r r l  Reco rd : l l cn r r  Yoden  n ra r . r i e t l
l - l i zu l l e l h  Snudec  on  l hc  28 lh  d : r r '  o l  No r  c rnbe t .  l t l SJ  l n  s i l : r s
. {  nd reu's.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t  *
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Activities of the "House of Yoder"
-Report by Carl Yoders

Newly Elected olficers & The House of yoder Executive committee
(From the left: Doris Ours, Pres.l Harvey L. yoder, Vice pres. (not
pictured); Phyl is Weaver; Kenneth Yoder, Bldg. Supt.;  Loonie yoder,

Publicity/lVlembership; Paul H. Yoder, Secretary; Edgar Yoder,
Treasurerl Gerald Yoder. (not pictured- Lowell Bender & Carl M.
Yoders).
l l + + t r Y { r r + r r t t l l t r a t l r t t T l + { t t l { + T T } r r l l t r r + T } Y t l l l l l l l l t l l

The John S.Yoder Home Restoration
-Status Report by Blaine Miller, Treas

Progress in revital izing the Old Yoder Homestead at i ts new
location in rural Sugarcreek is proceeding more slowly than planned,
due, for the most part,  to the lack of funds (See YNL 26).

However, since the house was moved across town in May of
'95, the Amish Heritage Foundation has instal led a beauti ful
basement, using the original cut foundation stone, with a sol id red
brick f loor. The house has been painted, a new front porch with a

slate roof has been added and landscaping and sidewalk bui lding has
been done.

Our next endeavor will be the restoration of the kitchen and
"parlor". We hope to make solid strides in those rooms this fall and
be ready to open in the spring,

Our spring fund raiser, "The Fussganger Fest" in May, was
disappoint ing. The wind nearly blew our vendors away and
attendance was not good.

We currently have for sale: behutiful woodcut replicas with
brass inscription for $20.00; 4 x 6 Yoder Home throws for $45.00;
wood-framed prints of the Yoder Home, painted by local artists Tom
Mil ler and Mahlon Troyer, are $75.00 and up. Add $5.00 for
shipping and handling.

Tax deductible contr ibutions can be made to The Amish
Heritage Foundation, Box 704, Sugarcreek, OH 4468f.

1"-:t"til9iTl:: :t.".'l-tll .. - * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
S' I 'ATTIS OF FAI l I  IL \ '  ( ;ROTTP I iPD, \TE

The update ol orrr l :rnri lv group infornurt ion to add corrples
with a f irst chi ld b1, 1900 is well  under wly. Work is in process on
ahout 300 :rssembletl  fanti l ,r '  grotrp sheets. Rachel Kreider is reviewing
lhe . \n r ish  l ine  aga ins t  her  no les .  \ \e  l tope  lo  huvc  these records  typed
and incorpora tcd  u ' i th in  our  Dat : r  on  D isk  lnd  our  Homepage
, \ rch ives  br ,  the  spr ing  YNl , .

This photo was taken at the Mar.l2, 1997 meeting held in the Great
Hall at the Spruce Village, Grantsville, Md.. The Committee requests
that all Yoder-Yoders help to make this most worthwhile project a
success through financial support or volunteering their labor,
materials, etc."Please Give Your Support".  The Next Annual Meeting
is scheduled to be held Nov, 8, 1997. "You are Encouraged to
Attend".

SPECIAL NOTE: Thanks to the continuing support of our readers,
the YNL is in good f inancial condit ion and has just contr ibuted $500
toward the furtherance ofthe House of Yoder Project.
* * * t i * t * * * i i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t t * * * * i *

YODER COOKBOOK LAUNCHED!
-Submitted by Richard B. Yoder

The Oley Reunion Associat ion is announcing plans to publ ish a
cookbook of "Yoder Family Recipes". The efTort will be chaired by
Alice Yoder of Soudertown,Pa. Alice and her committee of Nancy
Yoder, Rose Yoder, and Mary Jane Gofus are soliciting Yoder Family
recipes that have been favorites over the years. So, we are asking "all"

Yoder's everywhere to dig up Aunt Nora's, Aunt Ada's and Aunt
Sarah's favorite dish and submit for printing, so that we all might
enjoy the traditional Yoder Family cuisine. If interested in
participating, please send all recipes, with your name, address and
origin of the recipe to: Alice Yoder, 433 Manor House Lane,
Soudertown, Pa. 18964.

The authors of the submitted published recipes will be properly
acknowledges in the text. Upon publishing, the cookbook will be sold
as a fundraiser for the Pleasantville Union Cemetara fund. This burial
ground of the original family cemetery of Johannas and Yost Yoder,
the f irst Yoders to come to the new Continent and the site of the
oldest known tombstone in America. (Daniel Yoder, 1747, designation

-orTll;.... .. * * * * * * r i * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r * * * * * * * * * * *
MATH E NI , \ ' I ( ' , \L  FO RNI  T i  I , , \  F0R G EN EALOGISTS

Have you ever found :r cenreten' record which says something
l i ke  "D ied  . f  t rne  7 ,  1888 : rge  8 l  v r  {  mo l2  t lavs"  and wondered how
to  f ind  the  d i r te  o f  b i r th?  There  is  a  n ra thennt icn l  fo rmula  rvh ich  w i l l
he lp  vou do  th is .  l t  works  ls  fo l lnws:

1888 06  07  ( r 'eur - {  d ig i ts ,  n ron th-2  d ig i ts .  dar ' -2  d ig i ts )
:  l l  I  0 .1  !  2  (agc  in  ve l rs ,  months ,  davs)
1807 0 l  95  (subt ruc t  the  2nd l ine  f rom lhc  f i rs t )
:  88 Z0 ( l lu 'at s lhe sitnre nunrbers-"81170" )
1 8 0 6  l 3  2 5

lLl2 ( l3 nronths : I  vear and I lnontlr .  carry the vear)
1807 0 l  25  ' \nswer -  da te  o l 'b i r lh  w ls  . lan .  25 .  1807



Continrred from Page I

Kauffman. Hans Ilertzler and vacant land. Soon afterward the map

shows that the farms of his brother Jacob, and Christ ian Fisher

(apparentty a brother-in-law), adjoining his. The Hertzler property

was now in the name of Jacob Hertzler.
By 1767 Jacob Yoder was l iving farther south, in Lancaster

County, but as far as we know, Christ ian stayed on his original farm

as long as he l ived.

Hamburg Christian's wife was named Barbara. Dr. Gingerich felt it
was probable that Barbara was the daughter ofJacob Beiler and that
her sister married his brother Jacob Yoder. There is no proof of this'
but i t  seems possible given the known connections and proximity of
the families. Christian and Barbara reared eleven children in this
home, but as t ime went on most of them left  the community. The chief
reason was probably the lure of more and cheaper land' but the
tensions of the American Revolution no doubt exerted an influence as

well.
"flamburg Christian" died in his fifties (probably in 1772,

although some records say l77l).  His wil l  was dated December 10,
1771. The scribe wrote i t  out in beauti ful English script.  From the
detai ls in this wil l ,  in which Christ ian ref lected his concern that his
beloved Barbara be well-cared for after his death, we can get a
gl impse of how the pioneers in his t ime were l iving.
* t * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Berks County Wills, Volume 2, page lf 0

Will of Christian Joder Decd

May 4th 1772
Ltr Adm inistra _Testame nts

/granted to Barbara
Joder, Widow &c Bond

ln the name of the Holy and High Praised Trinity

God Father Son and Holy Ghost be our Beginning Mean and

End!
As I Christian Joder Senior through daity Experience have
conceived
that as all mortal Men, so I Christian Joder, yet in good and
sound Reason have principally to take Care and Concern for
myself about the incorruptable lnheritance and native Country
when the Almighty God according to his paternal Will shall
reguire me frcm the Temporal and receive me in his heavenly
Kingdom of Honor and Joy, But my inanimated Corps shall
become incorporated with the Earth. So of the earthly Estate
where with I am blessed and leave behind me, this is my last
Testamentary Will. Viz. That my one dear and worthy Wife,
Barbara Joder, shall have my said Estate under her Care and
manage the same as long as rt rs agreeable to her and the
children shall be obedient according to their Duty, but in case
they shall be disobedient and disagree, then my dear Wife
Barbara Joder may choose five impartial Men of the
Community and by them cause as well the Place as the
Moveable Estate to be valued and appraised, and cause the
moveable Estate to be divided among the children, But the
Road Wagon with four horses and gears, plough and harrow
shall be left on the place and the price estimated accordingly
and the monies thense ailsing for like Manner shall be divided
among my Children which I leave behind to whom I wish God's
rich blessing if they walk in the Ways of the Lord and lead a
life well pleasing to God.

I begueath to my dear Wife Barbara Joder whom I leave
behind all yearly and till this happy Departure according to the
Will of God, if it is agreeable to the Mother to remain in the
Dwelling Room with the Son that takes the Place to himself,
but in Case the contrary shall happen the said son or who has
the Place in Hand must build her a separate commodius

Dwelling with a Cellar Floor, Kitchen, and Windows. Doors and
all necessary Articles to compleat the same on his Cosf.s as
also cut and deliver the necessary Firewood before the
Dwelling the Keeping and the Benefits of one Cow and in Case
of Age or lnfirmity of Body she may not be able to milk and
fodder the said Cow then the said Son or Son-in-law, or in
want of either, tfe Possessor of the Place shall do and perform
the said Service for the Mother, five Bushels of Rye five
Bushels of Wheat these the aforesaid must on request cause
to be measured and taken to the Miil for my dear Wife Barbara
Joder and the Meal and Brcn thereof made to be brought to the
Place where she shall desire a Horse to ride must be given to
her at any Time. Of the present Kitchen Garden a piece must
be cut off and enclosed and the necessary Dung must every
Year be caftied on it. One fat Hog of a hundred Pounds with
fifty Pounds of Beef, ten Pounds of good hatchelled Hemp and
ten pounds of Tow or Flax. The one thid Paft of Eggs laid by
the Hens on the Plantation.The Wool of two Sheep Ail these
above mentioned Articles must all be provided yearly. That
which my descended to my Dear Wife Barbara Joder from her
happy Father's lnheritance is reserved to her free and
uninterrupted Disposition. For the Confirmation of this I have
with my own hand in the Presonce of Witnesses subscribed
and I ratify it with my Seal and Death So done and given in
Bern Township Berks County the lOth December
Ano one thousand seven hundred and seventy one---

Christian Joder lSeal)
T*i ,o*s of uppt" tr""t
from which the Owner of the
Place must make the best
apples into Cyder and deli-
ver in the Cellar to the Mother.
Hannes Yoder
Benedict (x) Lehman, his mark
Jacob Gindelsbpreger
* * * * * i i * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * n * * * * * * * * * * i

Here we have a "Widow Barbara" who is documented, in the tax
records of Berks County. She outlived her husband by about nine
years-her name appearing on the tax roster through 1781.

BERKS COUNTY TAX LISTS- From PA ATchives SeTies

1779 Bern Barbara Jodcr
John Yodcr, tory

(singlc frccmen)
Jacob Yordcr
Christian Yordcr
Yost Yordcr

acres horsc-cattlc
200 2-6 tax 1,360 w/oYRl2

tax -- YRIT

tax 15 shi l l ings YRl2l
tax l5 shi l l ings YRl22
tax 15 shi l l ings YRl27

1780 Bcrn Jno Jodcr
Barb'a Jodcr

(single freemen)
Yost Yorder

100 3-6
100 l-'t

tax 26.0.0 YRIT
tax 15.0.0 w/oYRl2

tax 15.0.0 YRl27

l78l  Bcrn Barbara Jodcr
John Joder

(single frecmen)
Jost Jodcr
Jacob Yodcr

100
100

2-1
3-5

tax 4.15.0 w/o YRl2
tax ,1.19.2 YRlT

tax 2.5.0 YR127
tax 2.10.0 YRl2l

1784 Bcrn Jost Jodcr
John Joder

horses
-cattlc
-shcep No. pcople

150 1-3-4 2 YRl27
150 2-3-3 1l YRl T

1785 Bcrn Yost Jodcr
John Jodcr
Hcnry Jodcr

tax 1,10.0
tax 2.0.0
tax 1.10.0

YRI27
YR17
YRI28



CHRISTIAN YODER (\ 'Rl2) "Hamburg Christ ian"

Christ ian Yoder
( c1722 Errrope- l l - � / l '772 BP)

Barbara _
( c 1 7 2 3  E u r o p e -  f Z S f  n e ;

Jacob Chr ist ian
b  c l 7 -15  BP  b  c l 7 {7  BP

m Franl  d.  f82{ SO
Hochstet lcr
d c l t lJ2)

Jacob

El izabcth Barblra
b  c t7 {9  BP  b  c l 75 l  BP
m Chr ist ian nr  Jacob
Hertz lcr  Hcrtz lcr
t  ! t v l ' 791BP  b  r r i 2 r  N rP

John Fannl
h  c l 75J  BP  h  c l 755  BP

Magdalcna m John
Stutzmrn Nl i l lcr
d T o

. loseph Hrnr l  Anna
h  c l 757  BP  b  c1759  BP  b  c l 7 ( r l  BP
m El izahcth m Lerh m Jacob
Jutti Hcrlzler Stutzman
d  t 0 /28 /18J3  i \ IP  b  l u2 l  MP

Dar  id Cathcr ine
b  c l 76J  BP  b  c1765  BP
m Jtcobina m John
f s h Nl  i l l e r

{ l  l l l2 l )  NIP d"J" /25/ t l i { { l  Ho

Henry c td

John Joseph J Danic l
h  5 / J l / 1782  BP  b  l 2 l l  l / r 7n8  SP  b  { i J l l 7eJ  SP
m l\lrr1 Sipc ml Gcrtnrtle m Susannl
d t /J t / l t l67 HO Schrocl t  Rrmsbergcr

nt2 Jul ianr d l /  / l t lJg SP
Rlmshergcr
d J/ l /186J SP

John

El izahcth Anna
h t2 l_ l r79t  sP b { /2611798 BP
m Yost  Schrock m Frcder ick
d l ( l /2/ l t i52 HO Hclmuth

d  l / l s i l 8 { l  Ho

Solomon Cather ine Lct ina
b 5/r / ln( l {  sP h 1787 BP b 5/rJ/ r790 BP
nt l  El iz .  Kcim m Chr ist ian m John Richl
m2 *tar1 Wif trout KaulTman d 6l2llltl79 UP
d l2 lJ( l / l t l7 l  SP d c l t l ( r6 NfP

Henrr  John
b b 1U27n793 BP
single m f l iz .  Zook
d d J/ t2 l l87r i  MP

Sarah
b
si  nglc
d

Birrbar l  Sarah
b  2 l 2 l 1111P  b  911111116  P
m John m Yost  Yoder
\ i rdcr(YR2J9) (YR25l l )
d l2ll/ltl5(, CP d 5/f,/lnJ-l JP

Dlnie|  Cuthcr inc
b  1 7 7 7 P  h
m Blrh l ra s inglc
Yoder (YR2J6l)  d
d [r5.[ TO

El izubcth Chr ist ian
h 1l28l t1ut  sP h 2i7 l r782 sP
m Y()st H Yoder m Cathetinr

(YR26l  l )  Wingard
( l  J /15/1856 SP d l /29i  l1169 SO

Stcphen J Susannir
b 6/ t0/178- l  sP b { /7/179t  sP
nr Vcronic l  m Nl ichar l
Yodcr (YR23{6) Schroclr
d l2 l lJ l l f l ( ,7 TO d l t i55 \ \ 'O

Danie|  Solomon
b l l t l l797 BP b I  l /16/ l t l lx l  BP
ml Lcah Yodcr m ! 'cronica Riehl
m2 Phoebe Hcrtzle r d 2/22lltiti0 BM
d l/15/ltl(rtl l\tP

Joseph

Gcorge Ja tob

h B P h B P

David

John Chr ist ian H:rnnlh Sarah Cuther ine
h lTt l ( r  BP h c l7t l9 BP b l l ) /J / I791 BP h 212211193 BP b 7/9/1795 BP

m Sus:rnn:r  nr  Nlar l  Richl  m Nl ichacl  m Abrahrm m Ahraham
Stutzmirn d 2 l_ l lu6o MP Stutzmnn KnulTmln Stutzman

tl l2ll7lltl6l Ll tl lttl2llU2l lVlP d 7/7/ltJ75 MP d 6/27i ltl(rS Ll

El iz : rbcth Joscph
h l l3 l1197 BP b l l ) / l ( ' / l l l7( l  BP
m Wm She:rrcr m i\largaret Shc:rrcr
d 2/( , / l t l t l {  NIP d { / l ( l / l t l7( l  l \ IP

Dlnie l  Rchrcca
b  179 t  BP  b  l ( l / 18 /179J  BP
(?m B:rrbarl m Jacob Zook
Yod r r ' (YR25 l ( r )  d

Jon l l th rn  J0sc ; lh

b  91211793 BP h  9n7 n797 BP

m l\f ag. Wagncl m C:lth. Lilntz

tl l lzlt l lrJ69 l\tL d l2lJl/ l l l t lT l\IL

The Hertzler genealogy of 1885 says that by 1789 six of Christian's
children were living in Somerset County (Bedford then).

BEDFORD (Sonerset) COUNIY TAX LISTS (Patt ial)

acres hors€s-cattle-sheepComments
1779 Quemahoning John Yoder 150 2-2- YR125

1783 Quemahoning John Ycothcr 200 2-2-2 tax 2.0.0 YR125

Brothers Valley -single freemcn
christian Yoeder 200 -- tax 2,3.0 YR122 (?)

N{:tgtl l lcna Vcronicl l\ lar1 Lcah
h + lZJ l l199 BP l t  l l l l l l t t t t2  P  h  { / l  l / l t l l ) l  P  h  l2 l t t / l t l l )6  P
m John Lantz  m Joc l  l ' o r l c r  ( \ 'R2571)  m John Yodcr  (YR257J)  m Yost  Yodcr  (YR257( r )

d lt lJ{ l\rP d J/25/lt l5(r JP d d l/2ll l t l l l9 XK

YR122- Christian, according to AAMG, is said to possibly have been
the fellow who purchased land in Brothers Valley Township of what
would later be Somerset County. From the tax records shown above,
unmarried "Christian Yorder" vanishes from Berks County after the
1779 tax year. A single Christian Yoder appears in Brothers Valley in
1783. But by the 1790 Census this man has gone. What became of
h im?

We believe the answer this question lies in an early will record from
Stark County, OH. Stark County Wil l  book Record A p 75, Writ ten
on Sep.7 ,  1824:

"ln the name of God Amen I Christian yotter of Canton
township in the County of Sta* in the State of Ohio.... t give
and begueath unto John Gerber and Christian yotter Jr. all and
singular my goods and chattels and personnel estate...."

1784 Quemahoning John Yother

Brothers Valley
Christian Todcr

houses whites
| 7 YRr25

- l YR122 (?)

200

We find that four of the others later moved to Mif l l in County. This
was much closer, but the land had not been opened for sett lement
unti l  the 1790's.

YRl2l- Jacob, the oldest, married Franey Hochstet ler and in 1785 he
bought 360 acres in Somerset County-Jand that was situated on both
sides of the Casselman River. Three of his children moved on to
Holmes County, Ohio. His son Joseph, known as "Axie", was featured
in YNL 10, Oct. 87.

For many years, we tr ied to make an Alsatian Yoder l ink with this
entry, as Stark County was where many of these immigrants sett led. I t
did, however, seem earlier than they were known to be there. By the
1830's one Christ ian Yotter (YA7) from Alsace was l iving in the
county. The research by Huckel (see YNL28) now establishes the
father of this Christian as John (Jean) who married Catherine
Klopfenstein and died in France..not a "Christ ian". So who are the
part ies in the 1824 wil l???

5
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In the 1820 census, Christ ian Yoder ( identi f ied by AAMG as

YRl256), a nephew, is l iv ing in Canton Twp. The John Gerber in

Stark County at this t ime is the husband of Anna Yoder (YRl73) who

would have been a f irst cousin of our Christ ian. I t  now seems obvious

that this is the wil l  of our bachelor Christ ian leaving his estate to two

kinsmen, including nephew Christ ian Jr (meaning "the younger"-not

son).

YRl23- El izabeth was the f irst wife of Christ ian Hertzler, son of

Jacob, the Bishop. Three oftheir chi ldren married Zooks and three of

their daughters married men with the name of Christ ian Yoder---
"Butcher Christ",  "Cooper Christ",  and "Keifer Christ"!  The seven

children grew up in Berks County, but scattered into f ive other

counties.

YRl24- Barbara rnarr ied Christ ian Hertzler 's older brother Jacob.

They remained in the l{amburg neighborhood and are buried in the

original Hertzler burial ground - also known as the cemetery of the

original Northki l l  Amish Congregation- just west of Hamburg. Seven

of their twelve children died as infants. The one surviving daughter'

Barbara, married John Stuzman and moved to Fairf ield Co.'  Oh.

YRl25- John (Han's) married Magdalena Stutzman. He bought land

in Somerset County on the same day as did his brother Jacob (Feb' 4'

1785) but in 1812 he moved on to Ohio. They and apparently a son

sett led about a mile north of Shanesvi l le, on the west side of the

present Highway 93. A white fence encloses the well-kept cemetery on

the hi l l  behind the house, where i t  overlooks the farmstead and the

road below (see YNL 18 art icle). This homestead was st i l l  in the

hands of the family as late as 1957 and st i l l  may be. Of Han's eight

chi ldren, f ive married Yoders from three dist inct ly dif ferent branches'

YRl26- Franey married John Mil ler, son of "Indian John" or

sometimes cal led "Wounded John". Franey's John was known as
"Annas" and their eleven chi ldren l ived in Holmes County'

YRl27- Joseph married El izabeth lutzi from a pioneer family'  and he

died in Mi{I l in County on about Oct. 28, 1823 (a correction from

AAMG dateXsee YNLI4- Page 5).
Joseph W. Yoder, a descendant (YNL 15' Apr.90) in his book

Rosanna of the Amish, refers to a tract of 2000 acres in Mif l l in

County acquired by captain Armstrong for his services in the French-

and-Indian War. He bui l t  a stone house' which was on the 700 acre

plot sotd to Joseph Yoder on Apri l  2, 1796. Bui l t  in 1770, the house

was still in good repair a century and a half later and still owned by

descendants. Five of Joseph's chi ldren stayed in Mif l l in County
(Christ ian, Hannah, Sarah, El izabeth, Joseph). John and Catherine'

who married Stutzmans, moved to Lagrange Co., lndiana. The 1824

Orphan's Court peti t ion showed eldest sons George (b.c1782) and

Jacob (b.c1784) l isted as l iving (See YNL 14, page 5). Neither could be

found in Mif l l in County' however. Family histories and related

genealogies do not show what became of them, and for years we've

had to search for clues on where they eventual ly sett led.

George, the oldest, seems l ikely to be the fel low found in 1820 and

1830 in Wayne Co,OH; in 1840 in Summit Co,OH; and later in

Stephenson Co,IL. The whereabouts of the second son, Jacob, has also

been in question for may years. Speculat ion at the YNL has focused

on Jacob Yoder (1784-4l1111864') who is buried in Lewisburg, Union

County, Pa. His oldest son Peter was l iving in Stephenson Co, I l  at

the sett lement of his father's estate in 1864. We hope to eventual ly

produce a major art icle about these fanri l ies.

YRl28- Henry married Barbara Kauffnran. Their six chi ldren l ived in

Mif l t in County except for the two who married Riehls.. .  Levina in

Chester County and Solomon in Maryland' Solomon, a bishop, was

active in "church planting" (YNL 8' Oct '86).

YR129- Anna married Jacob Stutzman, a brother to Jacob's wife

Magdalena. They too moved to Holmes County and had f ive sons. The

family buriai plot near Walnut Creek was destroyed when Highway

39 was improved and the stone markers were taken away. Son Jost

Justus went back to Somerset County, where he was Justice of the
Peace for many years and he served for a short t ime in the
Legislature.

YRl2a-. David married Jacobina Esh who arr ived from Switzerland
in 1780. In 1811, they sett led in Mif l l in County' rvhere he died in

1820. He had f inancial dif f icult ies and at the t ime of his death was

insolvent. Four of his chi ldren married Yoders and the youngest

daughters maried three Yoder brothers! Son Jonathan and Joseph

sett led in l l l inois, and Leah, the youngest chi ld, whose chi ldren were
both born in Juniata Countv. moved to Kansas.

YRl2b- Catherine also married a John Mil ler, as did her sister
Franey. Catherine's husband was known as "Broad Run John", and
the two men are believed to have been cousins. J. Virgil Miller found
the location of the two Mil ler homes, side-by-side, in Holmes County.
Leroy Beachy discovered the marker for Catherine's grave, an
"unusually large f ieldstone slab, which now is used as a cover for an
enclosed spring in a ravine....near the center of the farm. The
graveyard was destroyed to make room for the plow." All but one of

:i: H : ."911'1. :'.T:i: :: il.T"":T."::: :lil;. * * * * * * * * * * * * * *, * * * *
lJi :': : :J. ::.'1.'l 5 :'J1."1.".11 :1 :': "l : I : : . . . * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * *

( lontintred fronr Plge l
knowledge regarding the Joder family l ink to the estate, and described
its history as follows:

"Our house, Bern patrician style, was huilt in 1794 around an older
house which belongel to Pastor Samuel Yersons (?) who gave it to his
nephew Bailit (?)Gonlieb Emanuel Vl/agner + 1814, he gave our house
his heautiful fornt witlr 4 huge coluntns in front. Nextby was a lTtlr
century woolen furmhouse vhich hurnt lotvn and wts rehuilt hy

Wrgner in 1825, with the biggest rorf rf Stffisburg. It nny be that tlrc

Yoders were living in that olderfarmhouse before they left (1751?) for
the USA for confessional reasons, the llern government persecuted the
Anabaptists. I have a drawing of tlte older farmhouse of vlrich I join a
photograph " (photo on cover ofthis issue)

"Il may also be that your origin is in the farnircuse in "outer Ortbuhl"
(whilewe are in "inner Orthuhl") huilt in early ISth century belonging
to a Reusserfamily. Coultl yourfamily not be as offspring of that outer
Ortbuhl? "

Dr. Stett ler goes on to speak ofhis visi t  many years before from
Dr. Don Yoder, and the year before by Richard B. Yoder (see Oley
Reunion art icle). In November he wrote again to mention an August
95 visi t  by Judith S. and David A. Gurka from Yoder family of Berks
County Pennsylvania. We are certainly greatful to Dr. Stettler for
sharing this information and interst ing photo with us.

Pickwav Co..Oh. Marriase Records throueh 1820:

Catherine Yoder m. May 20, l8l9 Andrew Dil l /Dei l l /Dul l  (M32?)

Marhta (Martha?)Yoder m. ???? Daniel Somers (?Who was she?)

Original Land Entr ies. Adams Twn.. Seneca Co..Oh.
Melchior Yotter. s.w.l /4 s.w.l /4 sec. 21, Jan.25'1833
Melchior Yotter. s.e. l /4 s.e. l /4 sec. 20, March 25'1833

Montqomerv Co.. Oh. Marriage Records:
El izabeth Yoder m. Aug.20,1857 to Charles Ki l ian

* * * * * * * i i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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The YNL wil l  publ ish Yoder related inquir ies or exchanges at no
charge. Please limit as possible to include a full return address. All
inquir ies are checked against our records to see i fwe can help too. I f
you receive added info, please share it with the YNL for our files.
Send to: Chris Yoder, 203 Lakeshire Rd., Batt le Creek,Mi 49015
* * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Adelheid Jauther born in Dussldorfabout 1849-1850 and was about 3
when she emmigrated. Her family and her husband's family were
Cathol ic. She sett led in New York City at least unti l  my gmother was
born because her birth cert i f icate is dated Apri l  4, 1887. By this t ime
she had married CIIARLIE MAHN, also said to have emmigrated
from Dussldorf.  We have lost contact with both the MAHN and the
JAUTHER famil ies. Christ ine Wallace (wallace@wwnet.com)
* * * * t t * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Have a Yoder with no information or f i rst name. My Yoder married a
Patt ie Epehimer around 1800 give or take a few years. Patt ie was the
daugther of Wil l iam Epehinrer and Ann Campbell .  I f  any of this
makes a l ight come on please let nre know.Wesley A. Leiser,722 Jura
Way, Sunnyvale, Cali f .  9'1087, Wesleiser@aol.corn

Looking for Wil l iam Eli  Yoder, born about 1922 around Hartvi l le,
OH. Son of David Yoder and Catherine Sommers. Wm. m Ruby
Shortr idge. Wil l iam has a sister who l ived at one t ime around Sugar
Creek. He and brothers at one point drove trucks out of Detroit  area.
Donna Leaser, 10516 Burrows Rd, Berl in Heights, OII 44814

Have been searching for info about a Yost Jotter/Yotter, d. Bushki l l
Twp Northampton Co Pa 1800-1810. Wife's given name Bva
Catharine. Had dau Anna Maria m. Henry Werner. Jost warrant
65a Moore Twp 1785. Member Moorestown Reformed Cong. Harry
Werner,9'10 ( lortz l)r ,  Denver.Clo 80221

My Great grandrnother Mary Trommeter m. Jacob Faust Neifert.  I
bel ieve Mary had a sister named Celcia who married a Samuel
Yodar. They l ived in Liberty, Pa. Ult imately anr trying to f ind
Celcia which may lead me to Mary's parents. I  would be happy to
know more about Samuel as he and his kin are mentioned in my
GGrandmother's diaries. Can you help? I don't  know Samuel,s
parents or anything l ike that, Barbara Lavin, 393 Kent Lane,
Perkasie. Pa 18944.
* * i * t * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r * * * * * * * * *

RESTORATION OF SCHWEITZBR CHRISTIAN
YODER CBMETERY

Beginning with a contr ibution by Gordon Yoder of Dallas,
Texas, the YNL is launching a project to restore and mark the "Old

Yoder Cemetery" north of Brotherton in Somerset County, Pa.
Although most of the headstones nre unmarked, this cemetery is
bel ieved the l ikely rest ing place of "Schweitzer Christ ian" Yoder
(YR23).

Plans cal l  for a weekend clean-up crew sometime in the spring
or surnmer of 1998, and t lre sett ing of a brass historical marker. I f
you would be interested in lrelping out, contact Chris Yoder, 203
Lakeshire l ld.,  Batt le Creek, NII 49105.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Groom Bride t late of l icial
Adam Yoder Mary Holl ingcr l l l2/1843+

remark--" Iady preferr ing another,
Adam Yoder Ann lcenhart l /22/1843 Clark. S.B. JP
John Yotter El izabeth Beigh l l23/lS4g Nicholas Noel JB
Jacob Yotter Amanda F. Wil l iams l0/ l  l /1855 Michael Long MG
Anthony Huber Susanah Yotter 3/20/lS56 Wm,Jones,MG
(Adam-A D;  John,  Jacob and Susanah-  be l i ved  ch i ld ren  o f  "M31, ' )
* * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * r * * * * * * * * * * * * i * *

t * * * t t * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * t * * i

Some Rhoads Descendants of Yost Yoder of Oley,
Berks County, Pa.-by Rodney F. Rhoads

f , l izabeth Yoder was the granddaughter of yost yoder of
Stelf isburg, Switzerland who sett led in Oley, Berks county,pA , She
was born to his son John Yost Yoder and Catherine Euster (Oyster)
in Oley township on Decenrber 26, 1751. El izabeth nrarr ied Matthias
Roth (Rhoads) of Amity Township, Berks County,PA . The exact date
of marriage is not currently known. Seven chi ldren were born to this
union, of whom six are known.

The Rhoads family who became l inked to the yoders arr ived in
America in l7l7 at Phi ladelphia. ln Wuerttemburg, specif ical ly in
Bonfeld, the family surname was ROTH.

Johann Jacob Roth (Jr) was a first settler in Amity township,
Berks county, PA and purchased land there immediatety upon arr ival
in 1717. His second son, Johann Jacob Roth (I I I) ,  born in Bonfeld in
l7l l .  remained in Amity and married Anna Elizabeth _ prior
to 1738. Their son Matthias, b. 1742 married El izabeth yoder and
had chi ldren: Mary, Esther, Jacob, Joseph, Abraham, John.

It  is interesting to note that by this t ime alt  part ies were using
their surname of RHOADS ,although in the church they st i l l
continued to be recorded as ROTII. For exanrple, the church records
of the Gerrnarr Refornted Church -Schwartzwald -Rev. Wil l iam Boos -
has a burial . , .ROTH, Matthias, his wife-December 2l, l75l-December
6,1790 39 years, less 20 days...  (El izabeth Yoder Rhoads). and also had
a baptism of note: Parent-Matthias Roth- Joseph,born Nov. 12,1785,
baptized October 21,1787. Sponsor, the father.

Mntthias Rhoads served as Lt. Col. in Col. Jacob Weavers's
battal ion, 5th Battal ion Berks County Mil i t ia in 177' l  and was present
at the batt le of Brandywine and probably at the route in Paoli ,
serving on duty in the Great Val ley afterwards. Matthias died in 1804,
some 14 years after his wife El izabeth Yoder, The sibl ings were then
scattered to the environs of a neighboring county. Joseph Rhoads, the
authorrs antecedent, was st i l l  a minor technical ly, at this t ime and
Jacob Griesemer, his sister 's husband was appointed guardian at his
request. Joseph had fol lowed, with the death of his father, several of
his brothers and sisters to Northumberland county. Note also, that
Matthias Rhoads had George Yoder and son John Yoder, "trusty

fr iend" appointed as executors to his lvi l l  dated 1804.
Joscph Rhoads was known local ly as "the Gernran Major"

because he served in the War of 1812 and f inal ly achieved the rank of
Major with the local mil i t ia. Joseph was mentioned in the wit l  of his
grandfather John Yost Yoder which was probated Apri l  13,1812 in
Reading.

The Yoder farni ly history has touched that of the Rhoads
family in many ways and we are the better for i t  with the inspirat ion
of those rugged "Schweizers" and their travai ls and accomplishments
.il'"X l".'.'l'.ell il.,l..,Yl.d..J"x."y:tfl:."'"1x'.,.1.. f :l:ii :i.rJi:l l:;, . ,,
Folks submitt ing Family Group Information: ^***
Jeff Yoder, Farmington, Pa--David Yoder (YR26l l9)
f i ,obert Rees, Bert lesvi l le,OK- Abraham D. Yoder (YR2337475)
Karolyn Roberts, Jasper, lN- Noah Yoder (Y8134532)
Peggy Yoder Stauffer, Wil low Grove, Pa - Reuben Yoder (OHl33lb)
D. Handalong, deanneh@post.cis.smu.edu- Saml Yoder (YR235646)
Lloyd M. Kelly, Auburn, WA- El izabeth Yoders Sharp (M24)
Marge Puka, Twin Fal ls, Id- John Yoder (YRl4234)
Laurie Dyche, lauriedyche@juno.com- Levi John Yoder (YR233335)
Marvin Ogburn, Arl ingtort,VA- (YRl5,l9,252,l463,YRBl,YRB14)
Julann L Dunn, Bay Vi l lage, Oh - Mary Yoder (YR2345151)
Alan Adrianson, AAdrianson@aol.com- Moses Yoder (YR235446)
Rhoda Howard, Eugene, Or- John Yoder (YA4)
Katie Sessler, Mansl ield, TX - Frederick and Maria Shart le Yoder (B)
Edward S. Yoder, compuserve.com- Jacob Yoder (YR14223)
Marvin Yoder, Summervi l le, SC- Norman C Yoder (YR26f l81)
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l rom the  c race  pu lp i t .  Yode i  com-  daughter '  Sbannon A lso  a t tend in l l  poop lc  to  cont r ibu ie  l ihc r r l l y  t , r
-o"t"j GiL in t*lo denturies only 20 their-Jirst yoder reunion *er.e..MI yoricr-relatcd ciuscs. ttachrel
r ra" to rs  had led  the  Lu theran "hu i .6  and Mrs  Ed ( l ,ane) .Craves  and. the i r  Kenner ty ,  p res i t lon t ,  aske( l  v is i to rs  l , l
i-f," ' i ir i t . i"-i. i . i , i l" n"r. John dauglrters. Am-anda anrl... Alysa sh;;e tdni'r t imitu photo.rat,trs SFc
i ; "a r i " l : , l i i i J r . " . i rb t i rh "o th"con-Rts idents  o f .  [ ,awrencev i l le ,  $ " ;  io ta tyNeato . rv i t iongo ic j le "c lana
tt"gri ion tog"itr"r Fith a Swiss 11s- Mrs Graves is a direct des-cengall proirrot",l the l lorrse of Yo(ler, a
ioii.eA cteiic, the Flev. Andrerv of . lacob Yoder' the second son of 

i ianned archivcs rnd muscurn coDr-
l,orctz ' l 'he l icfornled element (norv SwissimmisrantConradYoder' olcx now untler constrrrction in lhc
a  par t  o t  the  Un i ted  Church  o f  N, l r  and Mrs .  W.A.  , ,B l l l "  spruce l ,cnnAlps . lnd iv idur l ,h r l i l y
c l r r i s t )  ceased to  worsh ip  a t -c race  ( luar i l vn)  Yodcr  o f  l l i ckory  were  and l i femembersh ipsareava i lab le .
Church in the earl, '  1970s. .A! t l lat iecoen'izerl for cleaning and mowing
l i rne .  Ihe  ne formed in te res t  i t ,  t f "  th "o i , j yod" rpr iva tec"emetery .  Four teen b i r ths ,  l4  mar r iaBes anur ; race  p t . l  c r l J  sas  tu rncd  over  lo
tt,o Luit,"i"ni ,.with a suggestion Ted M. Yoder delivered a mono- 37 deaths were announced in the ex-

that the tatter take care ot it untit logue recounting early Yoder his- tended Yoder and Reep families

. i , .h  i in re  as  i t  ( the  1856 br ick  to ry  Por t ray ing  a  renowned.Ca 's ince the las thomecoming.

.hurch)  fc l !  do{n .  'Yoder  sa id .  tawba h is lo r ian  o f  the  lg th  century ,

Rather  lhan a l lo rv  the  landma, ,  
cn l .  ceor8e Monroc  Yoder  rhe  nex t  meet ins  o f  the  N.c .

to  de le r io ra te ,  the  s t ruc tu re  
(  (1826-1920) ,  he  a lso  ta lked  abNt  the  Yoder  c lan  is  se t  fo r  the  scond Sun-

nrarked for restoration o. ."pli i  founding of Zion Chutch.in 179.9-iit] a"y in August 1998 at zion Lutheran
Adc l .d  to  i l re  Nat io ra l  Reg is te r  o i  a . .  t tn lon  sun(hv .s ( l t i l o l .  " ]  (111"1  

Churchrn"H ickory .
I t j s ro r ic  F ta (es  in  1990,  rhe  " r " . - i  { 'hurch  1" i ]  T l l l :h  

{ i ' l  Yodor  a r tcd  - " - ' - "

sJnc luar )  w i l l  be  re juvenated  pa l t l y  assupo l ln lenqen l
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POSSIBLE FTJTURE NATIONAL REUNIONS

2000- The Yoders of North Carol ina have asked thnt the year 2000 be
reserved for them to host another National Yoder Reunion (see YNL

26). This year wil l  be in concert with the celebration of their 50th

annual reunion.

1999- The Yothers Family of the Bucksfuehigh County, Pa Mennonite
Yoder Line (see Hans of Great Swap) are evaluating whether they
have the resources to host a National Reunion in 1999. Members of

the Mennonite (or any other) Yoder l ine who are wil l ing to offer their
help are invited to contact: Mrs. Alverna Hunsberger'  4389

Applebutter Rd., Perkasie,PA,l 8944.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

PASSINGS:
Raymond James Yoder-Sep.6, 1996 (p8, YNLIT)(YR233746c l ine)
Richard Kinsey Yotter- May 26, 1995 (unl inked l ine A)
Edie Yoder Godfrey- Dec. 19, 1996 (OII l4526l l ine)
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Who can identi fy:

G.W. Yoder who m. Hannah G. Cearon, res. Eaton, Preble Co., Oh.
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(Kathy Schlusser, Rich Yoder, Nancy Yorler, & young paul T.
Schlusser)

Maps were also distr ibuted for a "drive by" car excusionm to
several si tes with historic Yoder signif icance. These inctuded: the
Hans Joder Homestead; Cleaver Ful l ing Mil l ;  the Odd Fellows Hall ;
Pleasantvi l le Innl "Common School of Oley Township"; locations of
the Yost Joder and Solomon Yoder homestead; and the l lans Yoder
Jr Homestead which is next to the covered bridge on Tol l  House
Road. The tour ended at the Pleasantvi l le Union Cemetery where
Dick, author of a booklet about this site, discussed i ts historical
signif icance.

The reunion was enjoyed by al l  in attendance. The committee
solicited reactions to determine future frequency of these events. In
1996, the Associat ion sponsored a national reunion attended by over
300 people from 25 states. Planning meetings are held at the historic
Pleasantvi l le Inn. Anyone interested in part icpating in planning and
activi t ies are encouraged to attend. Contact the secretary, Nancy
Yoder, (610\ 323-7737 for further details.

The Oley Yoders are announcing that the 1998 annual family
reunion wil l  be held July 18, 1998, somewhere in the Pleasantvi l le
area. Put i t  on your calendar NOW! -Submitted by Richard B. Yoder
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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