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JA(]OB YODER OF HTIIDELBERG TWP.

-Photo complernents of Dick Yoder, Bechtelsvi l le,pa.

A lonely'  l i t rm cenretery marks the resting place for lnenrbers
of what has for years been a somewhat mysterious Berks County, pa.
Yoder family. Jacob Yoder of this l ine had a familv which ran to
gir ls and sonrewhat died out in the area. No known genealogies
speak to his ancestry, While the family has a couple of identi f ied l inks
to Anabaptist famil ies in the area, i t  has not been documented to any
extent rrnt i l  this point. Now the ancient stone markers have
furnished n clue which olTers an Answer to the mystery and seems
likely to have identi f ied a new inrmigrant yoder l ine, I

Jncob Yoder appears in the 1840 census for Heidelberg
Township, :rnd can be traced backward through earl ier censuses in
Tulpehocken township.: Jacob died in lS4j and his lamilv is
docrrmented by combination of courthouset, census, and Marion
Township cemetery records as fol lows:

Jacob Yot te r  (10 / t5 / t752-9125/1S42 (s ic ) )  w i fe  Barbara  Rupp
{10121/1757- 4l18/1822 age 6zty 5m 25d).
l-  Anna (3/19/1778 d.8/7/185'7 age 79y 4m l9d) Marion Twp., Berks
Co. single.
2- Catherine b. nr. John Snavely (Schnabb) res. Lebanon Co,
Heidelberg Twp. as of Jul 44 d. ? (2i Apr 1859 Berks Deeds, Vol 12,
p 44- shows ( latherine and John Snavely in lVlcLean Co, I i l . .  heirs to
Anna deceased) .
3- El izabeth (Anna Elizabeth) b. m. Benjamin Nloyer res. Annvi l le,
Lebanon Co., PA as of , Iul 184,1 d.
4 -  Sarah (S : r tome)  b .c t783 m.  Abr rhnm Masr  (Nt5327)  d .  by  lS43
res. of Leblnon Co 1820. chi ldren incl John, Barbara. El izabeth and
Abraham lVlast res. Mont. Co..OH as of , ful 1844.
5- David (12/5/1787-9/6/t9t} 22y 9m ld).
6- . fohn Yoder b. 8/3/1192-2/7/ lB6J 70y 6m , ld) m.Catherine

(c l812PA-  ) .  inher i ted  lh thers  land ,  res .  Mar ion  Twp,
Berks  Co. ,  PA 1850 and 60  census .  Wi l l  wr i t ten  lg6J  l l7  acres .

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

GEORGE YODER OF NORTH CAROLINA
SPEAKS ACROSS THE AGES

Jacob Yoders-Melchior-Charles T. Yoder-George Yoder of Venango

.

Col. George M. yoder

age about 75
(from Hist.  of Yoder Family of NC)

Fra.nkLee Yoder. Jr. of Newton. NC- has furnished a tyned
version he found of notes by North Carol ina Yoder historian George
M. Yoder, original ly writ ten about 1901. These notes include
previously unknown correspondence with Pennsylvania Yoder
famil ies that break new ground in el iminating some of orrr "Yoder

missins l inks".

JACOB YODERS A]!D SON WILLIAM CONFIRI\LE-I)

In YNL 21 we introduced the "Yoders" family of
southwestern Pennsylvania and discussed evidence that the Jacob
Yoder who founded that l ine was the possible son of Nlelchior yoder
(YNL3). In YNL26 we presented inforrnation which confirmed that
Wil l iam Yoder of Carrol l  Co., OH was the eldest son of this Jacob.
The George Yoder notes not only restate that Wil l iam was the son of
Jacob, but also CONFIRM that Jacob Yoders WAS the son of
Melchior. These notes appear to be based on correspondence with
the Yoders of Globe Mil ls, Pa at a t ime when a grandchild of
Melchior was st i l l  l iv ing on the family homestead.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *. -..99lli1it-{ -"I-PlF:i-
ANCIENT INSCRIPTION FOTIND

IN HANS YODER HOT]SE

Marion Twp' The inscript ion above wRs found carved into one of the l intels in the
7- Veronica (9/29/1795-12/13/1867 age 72y 2m l4d single) res. Hans yoder Jr home (see Oley reunion photos in yNL 2S, page 4
Tulpehochen Berks Co res. Marion Twp 1860. bottom left) by i t 's present owner, Mr. Joseph Grif f in. I t  says:
8- Leah (312911802-4120/1887) m. phi l ip Brown Jr. res. Bethel Twp,
Berks as of , lul  ,1,1. d. before 22 Atig 1859. (per Shir ley Brown- 

"JOHANNES JOTTER JMIAIIP (?) t iND EINE HAIISFRAU
A N N A  R O S I N A  I 7 4 I ' 'Leah b, bur l l lcrkeys cem Bethel.Pa) .  

continued on page rbur
x + r x x { x a * + { x * * x { x * + x { a x + x x x x x x * + x x { x { * x * + x * { * s * T x + x { * { a * x x x  

I n  l \ { r '  G r i f f i n t s  o w n  w o r d s :
". .You certainly have my permission to use Lynn Lorah's sketch of

RaChel Kreider Presents 50 yeaf Old Mystery the l intel .  I  commissioned the drawing to acknowledse the kindness

( inside on page 7) 
shown me by members of your family during their reunion lnst year

and expected i t  to be of interest to Yoders far and near. ' . .

Continued on page three

by Lynn Lorrrh



The Yoder Newsletter- Founded 1983 by

Ben F  Yoder  (1913-1992) ;  C lh r is  Yoder  &  Rache l  Kre ider

FROM THE EDITORS

Chris Yoder, Editor, Batt le Creek, Ml; ' lohn W' \ 'oder'  Circrr lat ion

Manager, l \{ iddlebury, lN; Rachel Kreider'  Senior Contr ibuting

Editorl  Goshen, IN; Esther E. Yoder'  NIai l  Manlger'  Goshen' lN;

Donald Kauffman, YNL Homepage Webmaster'  Ednronton' Alberta'

Canada. Other Contr ibutors: Richard H' Yoder'  Bechtelsvi l le '  PA;

Hubert A. Yoder, Charlotte, NC; Dorothy Yoder ( loffman' Nlalvern'

PA: Dr. Don Yoder, Devon, PA; Neil  Wil fong' Cleveland' N(l;  and

Dr. Delbert Gratz, Bluffton, OH
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SEND YNL CORRESPONDENCE:
-FOR CIRC[ ILATION ISSUES ONLY such rs  new or  renewed

,ubr.r ipt i-r ,  changes of oddttt t ,  orders for back issues to: Yoder

Newsleiter, P.O. Box 594, Goshen, IN 46527-0594'

- ALI- OTHER- Dealing with ancestral queries or contr ibutions

fo. frrt- . ] ITNU, or archivei (strch as reunion notices, letters to the

Editor, copies of Bible records or other historicr l  informlt ion) to:

Chr is  Yo ie r ,203 Lnkesh i re  Rd ' ,  Ba t t le  Creek '  MI  49015 (o r  by

:';': ::".1':.1'll i il . lilil"t"li i'rl:1": n':: I l;'l r I );. . . * * * x * * *'3 * * * *
YNL PRICE INFORNIATION $$$$

The YNL subscript ion is on an lnnual basis-two issrres for $3'

BACK lsst lES of the YNl, are $l per issue' Yoder Newsletter Issues'

I  Throueh 25 - bound 240 page uolutt inclurles a topical index of

,*1* ort i . l"s, an "every name index"'  O1!er fronr: The Yoder

Neisletter, P.O.Box 594, Goshen, lN '16527' (Price $25 plus 53

post,rge lnd handling for e:rch book)'  Order frorn the Goshen YNL

address.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x

LOOKING for LEE YODER- col lege trackteanrmlte ( 'r)  I-Sl ' l  in 1953-

54. Lee Yoder. Lee had been on the 1952 |JSA Olympic team ns^l

YODER FEEDS (see \ N L 22 pg 6\ wa,s lurl l ra'sed 
bv Dekalb Feeds on

g123/96 and is t lo'ng ntt ' in" i  a ' l 'orter-I fekalb Feeds' Inc on n

temporary basis (mavue"n'; ' ; ; ; l :  
' i l t t  tro lorger ha'e premitrm items

wfth the Yoder name. -r"jjgg-&'�8+ lt:ts been prrrchased 44!

q-bs!rc,-sps!-td t'n xi'II-Fl!6I' 3{s s' 200E' Flor:r' l\ {6e2e'

While they lrre l lo longer l ist Yoder nanre premirtnr i tenrs' thel '  st i l l

cnrry the Yoder Popcor" t i" t  ONO operate the Yocler Popcorn Shop

it,r . .  . i t . t  sotrth of Shipshewanr'IN'
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x

Fa m ilv CfSgll|glo rm a uttn'
' oder  ( \ 'B l372b)

Angela Dilne Yoder Connon' davecannon@ntytechcs'conr 
-Dnniel

Yoders  (M26)

Ulcfreffeiynch, Reading'Pn- Abrahirnr YoderlC)Hl325)

Mrs. C-harles nutt lngton, nettendorf ' la- John ' lasper Yoders (M236)

Pris Yotter,prisla)ionet 'net- Petter Charles Yotter (Jotter) b'  Bavaria

i l i l  t ;  Waller, Columbia' SC - Jncob Yoder (YRI4223)

Nrthan Nti l ler, ndmil l t ' 'al i f" t ' t 'ntt-  Christ ian Yoder (\ 'R261 28)

Steven Yoder, 4351759fa)m'n'tu*- El ias Lorenzo Yoder (YRl2n32l )

Ken Yoder'  t .yoOcrralparac"tnt ' torn-lonathan 
D' Yoder (YR127356)

Wryne Yoder, n*f f t f 'oyattf  t int ' ' tont ' ' l  onas | \ 'ot ler (\ '  R26 1 1 332)

Di:rnnc Clrr I 'cte rsorr '  petcrson/4)ee'nct-Peter Yoder (\ 'Bl l '1- l)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * - * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x

YNL touted in Steffisburg 
"Burger-Post"

The November 1996 i"tt 
-"t 

the "Berger-Post der Bergenreinde

Steffisbrrrg" mentionea itrt '  vit- '-"t4. th:rf Frau Kathrin Joder is in
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i l ; ' ;";;; ' i ."* , i" u of A'konto' ' woultl l ike to make contact' R'
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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"Webmaster"  Donald Kauffman'  -  ARCIHIVEs oNLtNt l  -

s ince our last  newslet ter  we have bvthe Nlanv Amish Gcnealogies av:r i lable for  snle '  i -nc l r rd ing DBH nnd D' lH
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Greet ings From France!

From Jeln ,Ioder of . lorre Les Tours, France, and his fathcr Rene,
both YNL readers, comes the above photo of a reunion of the
descendnnts  o f  h is  g rea t  g randfa ther  Emi l  Joder  (1866-1939)  and h is
wife Marie Ett ienne. The last of Emil 's chi ldren, Henri,  and his wife
Maria are at the center front.. .both died a few months after this
photo was taken, Reunions such as this have been held by the family
several t imes over the last ten vears. either at Rohrbach les Bitche or
at Noncorrrt .

The ancestry of this family back from Emil is as fol lows: Peter ( 1838-
l9 l0 )  m.  , f  acob ine  Guth ;  Peter  (1803-  )  m.  Magda lene Esch;
Daniel ( l  760- I  8221 m. Katherine Eicher; Christ ian ( 1732- ) m.
Maria Steinmann (Am.-Men. Bishop in Annweiler, Germany);
Chr is t ian  (1691-  )  m.  Anna Mar ia  C lauss  (Am.-Men.  B ishop o f
Fronschburg area); Casper (1660- ) (See Chart in YNL 28,pg 6).

Jean's grandfather Lucien moved from Rohrbach les Bitche in the
Lorraine region, l0 miles from the German border, to the
Champagne region in the small  vi l lage of Noncourt.  Jean moved to
the center of France to Tours in 1989, for employment, He has
worked for American companies for 20 years, f i rst International
Harvester/J I  Case, and more recently with Aeroquip (Trivona).

YODER ARTICLE IN Mennonite Familv Historv, appearing in the
Oct. 1996 issrre, pages 146-150- "Water Crrres and Two Yoder
Ancestors" by Mabel V. Brunk. This concerns her grandfather S.P.
YODER : r r r t l  g rc : r l -une lc  EZRA YODER ( th i ld re r r  o f  YRBl l l ) ,  t l re
f irst a patient and the second a practi t ioner ofthe water cure.
* * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Jacob Eschbach Yoder  (YB256S) publ icat ions

First,  the summer 1996 lssrre of , .Virginia Cavalcade" has a l0 page
art icle on him and another 12 pages on his son Adon. Order this
back issue for $,[  from: Circulat ion Clerk, The Library of Virginia,
I  l th  S t .  a t  Cap i ta l  Square ,  R ichmond,  VA 23219-3 ,191.

Second, The Fire of Libertv ln Their Hearts -The Diary of Jacob E.
Yoder of the Freedmen: Bureau Schoot, Lynchburg, Virginia, lg66-
1870. Ed. Samuel L. Horst. 1996. Pp. xlvi i  + 192. $2d.95.---Add $1.50
for one book and 50 cents for each addit ional. Virginia residents add
4.5rZr sales tax. Make checks payable to The Library Shop, address
to: Circulat ion Clerk, The Library of Virginia, l l th St. at Capital
Square, Richmond, VA 23219-3491.
x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Continued from page one
"The l intel arches over a doorway through the foundation of

the oldest section of the horrse, To see i t ,  you enter a door in the
present ki tchen and descend some old stone steps into the basement.
When my wife and I f i rst noted the inscript ion on the l intel,  i t  was
part ial ly obscured by old plaster. This lends credence to Dr.
Herman's notion that the l intel has been relocated. On the other
hand, competent observers (such as Bob Bucher) have suggested that
some features of the original structure's f irst f loor are consistent with
a construction date of 1741." (Editor 's note- Dr. Herman is one who
has studied the architectural construction of the house and bel ieves i t
l ikely that the l intel was part of a section made from earl ier parts in
about  the  1790s)

"Personally, I  prefer to have no opinion. I t  seems l ikely that
this architectural element is from the hand of Johnnes Yoder himself,
wherever i t  was original ly placed. I  am grateful to have i t  here and
find some solace from my lonel iness when I regard i t .  l t  is my house's
tongue and i t  speaks of inevitable change, Just as Johnnes left  this
world soon nfter the l intel was carved, so did Anna Rosina and,
several hundred years later, my own wife Mary Ann. Johnnes' l intel
hids me to accept al l  change and prepare for my own demise. l t  is the
soul of my home.

"l  am pleased tha! you plan to reproduce the l intel.  This old
piece ofwood which hovered over the heads ofthis nation's very f irst
Yoders deserves proper celebration."----Joseph Grif f in

OTHER SKETCHES BY LYNN LORAH
Talented area sketch artist Lynn Lorah created a number of original works to
commemorate the Oley Valley "Heritage Tour". These beautiful sketches are
sti l l  avai lable. The fol lowing themes and prices apply: -- l  lx l4s prints are $16:
Hans Yoder Homestead; Hans Yoder Jr. Homestead;Griesemer's Covered
Bridge; Lobachsvi l le Mil l .--8x10 prints: the 8xl0 are $12: Jacob and Marie
Yoder HomesteadlSawmil l  at Hans Yoder Homestead;Pigpen at Hans Yoder
Homesteadi Hans Yoder Homestead. --Note Cards (four different designs/
eight cards total) and Lobachsville Mill Note Cards (four different designs/
eight cards total) at $8 for set fo 8 cards plus envelopes. All prints are
unframed., and. Add $2.50 postage and handling for one print (or card
order). Add $l for each addit ional. Order from: Lynn Lorah, RD2' Box l '14'
Oley, Pa 19547. Phone (610) 987-6175:
{ x x x a x x * * x x x x x * * * { * x s x + x + { t + * s + T { * * x + + x + * t * * + f  8 x { * * x { x * x { x

Preserve The Pleasantville Union Cemetery
As a result of the summer "96 Johannas and Yost Yoder Family Trai l

Retrnion", the Yoder Reunion Associat ion became aware of n cri t ical

situation' in regards to the funding ofthe Pleasantvi l le Lrnion (Yoder

Family) Cemetery. The reunion activi t ies generated a prof i t .  ' I 'hese

funds were donnted to the Cemetery account. [ ]nfortunately, the

firnding for the long-range maintenance and upkeep of the cemetery

has been depleted over the yeRrs. The cemetery faci l i ty requires

continuos maintenance, lawn care and general preservation. M:rny of

the historical grave sites are in need of repair and restoration' The

cemetery entrance is in need of reconstruction and/or replacement.
Al l  funds are held in trust by the Core States Bank of Reading.

How to raise the necessary funds - is the question! Over the past

year! n committee of interested Yoders and Yoder relat ives have been
meeting and brainstorming, seeking resolut ions of this di lemma. Both

immediate and long-range funding is necessary to resolve this
predicament. DO YOU have any ideas? HAVE YOLl, the Yoder

Newsletter subscribers, had any experiences with this tvpe of

issue/circumstance? HELP t lS with this meaningful problern. Please

SHARE WITH US your  ideas  and make suggest ions /proposa ls  tha t

the committee can use to increase the funding and enhance the

crrrent appropriat ions,
Please send your suggestions to :  Yoder Reunion Associat ion, ' l l5

State Street, Pottstown, Pa, 19164, or e-mail  to :  ryoder@wctrpa.edu
The committee wil l  be meeting throughorrt the spring, so forward

your proposit ions and recommendations as soon ts possible. On

behalf of the Oley Yoders, and Yoders everywhere, we thnnk you for
yorrr part icipation and cooperation.

3



Continued from Page one

Orieins of this Jacob?
To get to the .f  acob Yoder cemetery, you turn off of Route 422

onto Route r l l9 and go west for 2 l l4 miles, Then you turn r ight on
Marion Road (at Risser's Restaurant) then r ight on School Road l /2
mile to a sharp r ight turn. The cemetery is located along a fence row,
100 ynrds from the road at the end of a farm lane on the left .  The
farm is now owned by Curt is Beidlerwho bought i t  in 1940. Thc key
bit of information to l ink Jacob was provided by the stones
themselves, which give Barbar:r 's maiden nAme as Runrr.. . . the only
place this information is recorded. A query to the Yn-L many years
ago by ! ' i rginia and George Jansen of Richland, Washington
senrched for a , facob Yoder. the son of Barbara Shallenberger, and
hushand of one Barbara Runrr.

;a'{! I
' &  ! a , '

1.:, ipsa &rtttlyt':"
i  T " ' ;& * : *& r t . .Y?  7 :

xalr,t &dwz{'.
i . \ : { t t  t ; rY*t , 'P ' \  :  :

' f he . lansens  began the i r  search  fo r  a  Jacob Yoder ,  son  o f

Barbarl Shallenberger, who was appointed th€ executor for the

Llncaster County wil l  of his his uncle, . fohannes Sllal lenberger.

. lohannes (b .  c l73 l )  d ied  4 /8 /1814 and is  b r r r ied  a t  the  Lehn

Cemetery in Mnnheim Twp, Lancaster Corrnty'  His wil l  mentions

chi ldren of his brother Nlichael, Sisters Barb:rra and Catherine.

Nephew , l tcob Yoder, son of his sister Barbara, was appointed

executor. l
An added picce of their puzzle was the wil l  of John Rupp

(identi f ied in Amish and Amish Nlennonite Geneir losies by Gingerich

and Kreider (AAMG) as "RP") writ ten and l i led l783l l '781 of Earle
'Twp, 

Lancaster County mentions brother Christ ian Rupp' fr iend

I\ l ichael Shallenberger, and a daughter Barbara m. to , lacob Yoder. '

Based on some of the estate sett lements, this . f  acob was suspected to

be in the Lebanon ( lounty area (which is adjacent to Heidelberg

Twp). The known relat ionships between these fanl i l ies make i t

npparent  tha t  the  two . lacob Yoders  a re  one and the  same,  and

thanks to the . lrnsens. the f ir l lowing ptttern of relat ionship cmergcs:

Shrl lcnhcrge r s ibl ings- -Rupps--

t t l l l l l
?  \ o d r r  I l r r h r r r  l \ l i t h a c l  C i l t h c r i n c  J r ) l r n  A n n N  n .  C h r i s t i n n  . t o h n  R u p p d  l T f i - l

I  t l . 1 1 9 2  t r . ? ? (  h r '  ( ' t i r r l r i l  
|  t l . l , J l l l t  I

l t l l
. l a c o b  Y o d t r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - a d n i n  t r )  l l ' t l {  n i l l  D r u .  B r r b n r r  m . . l a c t t h  Y o d c r

Homburg and that on 4/1311103 he married Anna Kauffnrann
(2 /8 / r680-  ) .

Rrrchty and Deppen sett led near Womelsdorf in [ leidelberg
Twp., Berks Co, Pa. Christ ian Rrrchty's 1739 warrant was jrrst north
of town and thnt of Christ ian Deppen was a few farms f irr ther north.
Just two farnrs to the west of Deppen was the farm ol 'Dr. Hans Blank
(PKB in AAMG) sett led in 1755. Direct ly between Deppen and
Blank  was lnnd bought  in -1763 by  Jacob Yoder ,  p rev io t rs  o f  Ear le
' I 'wp, 

Lancaster County. '  Jacob prrrchased his land from Henry
N'lart in. heir to one Nicolas I\ ' lart in for the srrm of 450 nounds.n

This . lacob appears in variotts tnx l ists for the township "

inc lud ing :

1779- . lacob Yoder 100 acres 2 horses 7 catt le Tax 700

1784- . lacob Yoder lzl0 acres 4 horses 4 catt le 4 sheep

1785-  , f  acob Yoder  1 .5 .0

'Ihe Berks County Wil l  Book shows that when Jacob died' his

son Jacob was named admin is t ra to r  o f  h is  es ta te  in  l8 l5 ' " '  The

Recorder of Deeds indicates that "Land warranted to Nicholas

Mar t in  Nov.  1746 & 25  Oct  1751,  conveyed to  Jacob Yoder  in  1763

who died intestate.. leavins ttnto his heirs.. .J:rcob Yoder and Barbara

Yocler."t '  
' I 'hat 

this tsarbarir was i tn ulrntarr ied d:rrtghter is i l l (ested

by the record of her estate in 1822, when Jncob Yoder her brother

was charged with i ts administrnt ion,tt  lStrangely enorrgh, the same

year Barbara (Rupp) Yoder died.)
l f  the location wlsn't  enough to l ink the youngcr and older

,facob with orrr husband of Barbara Rupp, there is another i tem

which seems to do so. The 1822 appraisal for sister Barbara Yoders

estate wns performed by a Christ ian Hertzler and a Phil ip

Troutman. AAMG indicates that a grnndson ol '  . f  acob and Barbnra

(Rupp)  Yoder ,  by  daughter  Sarah (who m'  Abraham.Mast ) ,  mar r ied

Catherine Troutman, a daughter of Phi l ip Troutman' ' '
So i t  seents that Jacob Yoder who married Barbara Rupp and

whose mother's name was Barbara Shallenberger wfls the son of

another Jacob Yoder who botrght land near Womelsdorf in 1763 andl

l ived rrnt i l  l8l4/5. Where did the senior Jacob conre from?

.lncob Yoder of the Queen of Denmark. Oct,4.
Dr. Hans Blank. beside whom Jacob Yoder moved in 1763' is

known to have arr ived on the ship "Queen of Denmark" Oct. ' I ,

1751. Interestingly enough, the fol lowing names appear in seqttence

on tha t  sh ip :  " . lacob (X)  Joder t  Hans Sha l lenberg i  and Hans
Blank,"

l * -  
u  '  / ' q

,) r{ 
* Jart+

b-f {X'/}'&"1
/  t  r  t -  n  U

la'-( [l*t1{

S l t ip  Queen o f  Denmark ,  Oct r . rber  { ,  t751,
L i s t  r 7 . 1  C  ( c o n t i n u e d ) '

Other names of interest: Christ ian Blank, Friederich Rtrthy' two

Heinrich Stehl is, Jacob Stehl i  and several Mnrt ins- Baltzer Mart in'

, lohnnnes Mart in, Hans ( ieor Mart in. ' '  The Blank and Ruthy entry

are pointed out because of the surname connections lbove. The

M:rrt ins becarrse of the original warrantee on the land Jlcob Yoder

borrght in 1763. The Stehl i 's are interesting from both a New World

and an Old World perspective and we' l l  disct lss these in a nlolnerl t .
Could i t  be possible that Dr. Hans Blank, the Jrcob who

sett led beside him and the head of the Shallenberger f irnri ly in the

chart above :r l l  arr ived on lhe Qtreen of Denmark? That Jacob

married Barbara , a daughter of his fel low immigrant Hans

Shallenberg (er),  and after spending t inte in Lancaster county with

his in- laws, then sett led nerr Womelsdorf beside his other fel low

sh ip-mate ,  Dr .  Hans B lank .  Th is  cou ld  a l l  be  co inc idence. . ' .bu t  seems

lo be too much of one not to beg these conclusions.

Swiss lmnrigrants to \ \ 'omelsdorf.  Pa Aretr
' [ 'he storl  to be told here is n rather contpl icir ted one, brrt  we' l l

proceed hoping the pieces wil l  become clear. Veteran YNI'  readers

wil l  know the . loder lanri ly cl |nre l ionr the Swiss town of stef l isburg.

Christ irn Rrrchtv and his son-in-law (lhrist ian Deppen, known

Nlennonites l ionr StelTisbrrrg arr ived in Anterica on Sep'16,1736' On

the  s i tn te  sh ip  c ln te  be l ieved Arn ishn lcn  Hnns S iever  (age 3 l ) '  lnd

I\ lelchior Detweiler (tge J7)". i t l rd one Dttrs Thonlmen, whose letter

to the Burgonrasters of Basel in 1738 mentions how well  the vlr iotts

sec ts  go t  a long logether  in  the . .new,  land"  inc l t rd ing  the  " lV lennon i tes

an6 the Onrish"." AAi\ lG l ists this Christ ian R*chty as origin:r l ly of

4



Addit ional Sneculat ions:

STAHLEYS: First off ,  there is a Stahley connection to the Amish

Yoder immigr:rnts of 17,12---nanrely the Christ ian Yoders YR2 and

YR23 sett led on property in Berks County direct ly beside land of onc

Henry Stahley. And interestingly enough, unl ike other of their

immediate neighbors, Stahley is one whose chi ldren did not

intermrrry with the Yoder family. Does this imply a prior fanri ly

re la t ionsh ip?
Secondly, among the various Joders known to have been

Anabaptists and to have left  StelTisburg, two are known to have

married Stehl isr ' .  In dif ferent versions of text, the Etrropean

resenrchers confl ict ingly identi fy Jacob, son of Jost and Anna

Trachsel to hrve been either the one who ntarr ied Verena Knttfmann

on l /9 /1685 or  who mar r ied  Margre t  S tah l i  on  5 /30 / l684. . los t ' s  son

Peter is known to have married a _ Stehl i . . . .marked one place as

the "sister" of the wife of. lacob .foder. (see disctrssion on Jacob in

Y N L I 2  p a g e  l ) .

SHALLENBERGERS:
Shallenberger is not a common name among the Amish

Yoders of America. The Shallenberger family most closely l inked to
the eariy Imis-h is in U*lrlch Shallenfergeiwhodieil in I767-in Berks

County . " 'H is  son N l ichae l  took  h is  fa ther 's  land  and h is  minor

chi ldren were placed in care of their l lncle Joseph Shallenberger
(Solleberger) (1745, Bern twp, Berks Co). Appearing as security was

Christ ian Yoder (probably YR23) and Henry Stahle (SAB2X?of the

l75l ship's l ist),  This appears to estnbl ish a connection between the

Shallenberger family and the Amish famil ies of the t imes. The n:rme
"Mrs, Nlary Sollenberger" appears in A-mish Alms Book of the early

Berks (Northki l l )  congregation in 1793." l t  isn't  known how or i f  this

Berks Shallenberger family f i ts in with the Lancaster lamily we are

relat ing to the Queen of Denmark passenger.
There are interesting connections between Yoders and

Shallenbergers in the Old World among the fol lowers of Jacob

Amman in  A lsRcer "  in  1703 nnd 1708:
"Ccrtificut les Anahaptistcs reccu cn l'unncc 1703" and "l,iste des
Anahuptistcs de ,ltc-murie-uux-Mines en 1708"- lists the following
surnAmes at Ste-Marie-aux-Mines which are relevant to the above
speculat ions:

1703 L is t
Jacob Aman
Niklaus Blanck
Hans Rupp
Christian Joder
Jacob Rupp
Hans Shallenbar
Ulrich Rupp

1708 list (partial l ist)
Jakob Aman
Niklaus Blanck
Hans Rupp
une fi l le chez Hans Rupp

Ulrich Shallenberger

Also the added surnames which are famil ies relevant to the Northki l l
Amish sett lement in Berks Countv:

Hans Zimmerman
Nickl. Zimmerman
Hans Loquebil le

Christ Linder

Christ Kroff
Christ et Niklaus Farni
Gaspar Lindre

Hans Rott
Peter Lutti
Sdow Klaus Schwartz

Michel Maurer

Hans Vongonl
Michel Zuchleir
Ulrieh Kilighoffer
Hans Wolf

David Schwartzer

Hans Gorig
-----.- .-----------other 1708 names:Ulhrich Engel, Benedict Eyer, Christ
Danner, Christ Gorig, Jakob Schwartz, Antonin Kroff,Peter Stritt, Maurice
Lut$, Peter Roth, Mathias Ulrich, Barbara Mourer, Froena Hertig, Anna
Hirschy, Barbara Valtinn, Catharina Recher, Elisabeth Farny....

The Christ ian Joder here was apparently the son of , lost
Joder and Anna Trachsel. He married Barbara Gerber. His son
Christ ian sett led in Eppstein in the Palat inate and married his cousin
Magarete Gerber. Their descent is well  documented at this location.
Of the two chi ldren recorded in the StelTisburg records, sponsors are
as follows:

8/2/1685- Peter Joder--- son of Christian Joder sponsors: Hans Martin
and Barbara Gerber Peter Gerber the younger

Saloma Joder

3/20/1687- Christian Joder* son or Christian Joder soonsors: Hans Moser
and Barbara Gerber Hans Rupp

Kathrin Krebs

(Side Comment:--- Re: the Mart in Connection--see ships l ist and the
land warrant transferred to Jacob Yoder in 176J. No sign of IVlart ins
with the Alsatian Amish .. .or the Palnt inate Yoder records at hand,.
Mart ins do continue to nppear in Stelf isbrrrg church records.
Nicholas Mart in in Berks appears to have been active in the l{ost
Reformed Chrrrch, four miles north of Womelsdorf.  )

The Anabaptists vanish from Steff isburg birth records by
1691. l t  is very l ikely that Christ ian and Barb:rra had rnore
chi ldren...who were they and where did they go?- CKY.

Thanki to Di;k \  oder of B-echtelsi i l le: George arrd \ i ryirr irr  , lausen:
Richard R. Weber; Dorothy Coffman, & Rachel Kreider for cr i t ical
input and reference material to support this art icle.

l .-  A survey of the Berks County Cemeteries by Laurel Nl i l ler
2..- 1840 Pa. Census-Berks County, page ,145- Heidelberg Twp; lE20
Berks Co., page 221 & 1830 Berks Co. page 69- Tulpehocken Twp.

Continued on page six

Benter Zehr
Hans Zimmerman
Niklaus Zimmerman
Hans Liginbull
Hans Shartz (sic-Tschantz?)
Christian Linder
Hans Linder
Christian Kropff
Niklaus Farny
Kaspar Linden
Samuel Witmer
Jakob Her
Hans Roth
Peter Lini (?)
Christian Schwartz

Christian Keihacher
Michell Murer
Jakob Murchus
Ulhrich Simon
Hans Vongenel
Michell Sherer
U I h rich K_i_l,lXrrtf er
Hans Wolk
Niclaus Murer
Davidt Shartz
Christian Grama
Hans Gerig

Samuel Koenig (King)
Hans Koeng
Christen Hostetler
Jakob Hostetler
Hans Hostetler

widow of Samuel Koenig
children Jean Koenig
Christ Hochstetler
Jakob Hochstetler
Hans Hochstetler "pere et fils",

Peter Hochstetler
Hans Muller

and other surnarnes! many familiar within srrbsequent Anabaptist
generations in Europe and the US:
Hans Reisser Hans Russer
Peter Garber Peter Gerber
Christen Bachman



Continued from page 5
3.- Berks country wil ls- for . Iacob Yoder, Wil l  made 2/14/1843,
proved 7/23/1844.
4.- Lancaster County Wil ls, , fohannes Sh:r l lenberger, writ ten 1812,
f i led l8l, l .
5.- Lancaster County Wil ls, , f  ohn Rupp, writ ten 1783, f i led 178,1.
6.- The Three Zus Brothers of 1742 Paul V. Hostet ler, ,  page 6
7.- lbid, page 63-63 (Blanks land was later taken over by his son-in-
law Joseph Hochstet ler in 1770 when Blank moved to Salisbury Twp,
in Llncaster County.)(NOTE: Another interesting point about these
famil ies is that one Peter Zimmerman, bel ieved son-in-law of
Christ ian Deppen of Heidelberg twp., Anglicized his name to Peter
Carpenter  and moved to  NC in  the  mid  1700s . . .a long w i th  a  n r rmber
of Swiss immigrants of Mennonite connections. This southern
movement is one which is famil iar to Yoders, and the reason we have
a Conrad Yoder l ine of descent throughout North Carol ina lnd the
South today. At the same t ime two of Conrad's sons nroved to Clark
County, lN--- Kauffmanns, Carpenters and others also nroved there
from North Carol ina.)
8. - Berks County recorder of deeds, Deed Book 27 ptge 276 dated 22
March 1763 9,- Pennsylvania Archives, Tax Lists.
10.- Berks County Wil ls, Jacob Yoder- 26 Jnn 18l5 Wil l  book 7-369,

and Es ta te  se t t lement ,  1815.
l l . -  Berks  County  Recorder  o fDeeds,  Pr tcn t  I l -12  page 599-  20  I { l r

1 8 1 5 .
12.- Berks County Reg. of Wil ls, Barbnra Yoder- l5 Sep 1822 Admin

Book 8-472, and Inventory.
13.- AAMG- family MS3292- page327.
,14.- Pennsvlvania German Pioneers... ,  by Strassbtrrger, ed' Wm.

John Hinke (Norristown,Pa.; Pa. German Society, l9J4)
'15.- @, 1971 bY Karl ' loder and
Ot tmar  Jo t te r .  16 . -  AAMG page 215.
17.- The Three Zug (Zook) Brothers...  ,  page 203.
18.- fi.gcherches Hist@ par (--harles

He wr i tes of  Melchior 's  son Jacob:
" Jacob had taken a great interest in getting up subscriptions to

rebuild St. Peter's or Seiber's church, near Globe Mills. He subscribed and
paid $12 for material for the church. In a few years he left there with his
family, and moved to Greene county, in the southwestern portion of the
State. He had nine children- John, Will iam, George, Elizabeth, Daniel,
Joseph, Malan, Lindsay and Jacob. The descendants of these sons are
scattered over Greene and Washington counties. John, the oldest son, went
to Ohio; William also went there. One of his sons married Elizabeth
Marsteller, The descendants in Greene and Washington counties, of Jacob
Yoder, numbered about 40; and these have married and increased in
number considerably."

MELCHIOR YODER NOTES:
The George Yoder notes on Nlelchior are a bit confusing, and

suspect in several respects, but provide an interesting bit of "oral

tradition" which seems based in part on his correspondence with
family members,

"l have a history of Freesburg charge in my possession. That charge
is composed of six churches and all are Union churches which were built

over a hundred years ago. The constitution for the government of the
different congregations is a joint one. In this history lfind some Yoder's had
taken a very conspicusous part. I find that Melchor Yotter (Yoder) had two
brothers named Jacob and Daniel, and a sister named Eve, who left
Switzerland and landed at Philadelphia and seftled in Montgomery county.
One of them settled at a place called Drop, where he erected a factory of
some kind, which he afterwards sold and went to Northumberland county.

"About 1765 Melchor Yoder, Sen., in Snyder county bought a large
tract of land on a creek that extended several miles. About 1799 Melchor
and John Yoder, Peter Godshalk and Samuel Moyer were elected Trustees
to solicit subscriptions to rebuild St.Peter's or Seibers church and a school
house which was the custom in those days in Pennsylvania. 0n this l ist I
find John Yoder, Peter Yoder,Jacob and Henry Yoder and Melchior Yoder,
Jr.

"Melchor Yoder, Sen., came to Northumberland county with his wife,
Anna, in 1649 (sic) and bought 103 acres of land from Judah Roberts. His
children were Melchor, John Peter and Abraham. John married Catherine
Hart. Their children were Nancy, who married a Mr. Woodland; Elizabeth,
who married George Shack, and Samuel, who married Sarah Helbish. John
Yoder died 0ct.20th, 1832. Peter lives in the old homestead. Melchor Yoder,
Sen., was the father of Melchor, Jr., George Shack, who married Elizabeth,
came in possession of the upper part of the farm.

"The sister, Eve, who came with them, married a man named
Longacre and remained in Montgomery county. So did Jacob and Daniel.
Some of their descendants live in Lancaster county."

CHARLES T.YODER ANCESTRY CONFIRMED
In YNL l8 we presented a detailed article on Maj, Charles T,

Yoder, an individual who did significant research on the Yoder
family at the end of the last century. Strangely enough, his own
ancestry was not known to his descendants. His research notes were
said to have been given to one Howard Yoder, son of Will iam L.
Yoder of Mahanoy City, Pa. This Howard Yoder is now confirmed as
being a cousin of Charles T. and his coding within the Oley Yost l ine
is  OY, l24l :

"Here is what William L. Yoder, of Matatawny City, says.....,
"He further states his father came to Schuylkill county over 60 years

ago. He had four sons---Charles, Joseph, Will iam and James.- and three
daughters. Two died young. The oldest married John S. Weber. Charles
and James are dead. The later died childless at the age of 68. The oldest
brother, Charles, died in Pittsburg, leaving four children- Hamilton (dead),
Charles, a lawyer, and Lorenzo, a sucessfull merchant at Piftsburg, who is
said to be a mill ionaire."

GEORGE YODER OF VENANGO COT]NTY
One of the "incidental" Yoders hanging out in the

Pennsylvania census l ists has been a George Yoder of Venango
County,  Pa.  This fe l low died d 3/12/1872 age 7 ly  5m l ld  rnd was a
farmer. The father of Will iam L. Yoder was Daniel Yoder b.
.Irrl. l5,l789 who married Feb.22,l8l5 to [lnit T,i iRbsa. \] i l l iam
writes of his father's siblings:

".....He had two brothers --George and Beniamin-- and three sisters.
They migrated to different parts of the country; George to Orange countyr
Pa., Benjamin to Columbia county, Pa, one sister to Snyder county, Pa., who
had married a Mr. Mench; one married a Mr. Strohn and went to Columbia
county, and the youngest sister married and went to ohio."

What does this tell us? There is no Oranse Corntv, PA, btrt a
handwritten version of the word "Venango" could easily have been
interpreted as "Orange" by a subsequent typist of the notes....there
is no other Pennsylvania county name which approximates this word.
This seems verv l ikelv, nnd fits this George into one of the places
previous suspected for him.... As A son of OY42- Peter Yoder who
married Ann (Nancy) Oyster. This Peter died intestate and his
probate record dated, lan. lS18 showed him leaving a farm of  156
acres in Pike Twp, Berks County. Peter is known to have been a
farmer, merchant & hotel keeper.

Mathiot and Roger Boigeol, 1969,
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YODER ARCHIVES UPDATE!-32 new Fi les and growth in size from

2.7 mb to 4. I  mbl--Thanks to the help of Diana Peterson, Tim Conrad,

Dave Yoder, Fred Haines, Marl i  Yoder, Richard B. Yoder, Dorothy

Coffman. New f i les include: Yoder Censuses from 1860 & 1880 Pa'

1880 Ind.; Yoder Newsletter text from lssues l-28; Cemetery records

from Howerters & Medina County; a new f i le of French Joder

research; n variety of Oley related records; and translated text from

the European research of Karl Joder and Ottmar Jotter. Download

these FREE from our homepnge, or order disk: Chris Yoder'203
Lrkeshire Rd. Batt le Creek. MI 49015 ($6-three disks set)



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * q U e f i e s * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The YNL wil l  publ ish Yoder related inqrr ir ies or exchanges at no

charge. Please l inr i t  as possible to inclut le a ful l  rett trn irddress. Al l

inquir ies are checkcd against ortr records to see i f  we c' ln help too' l f

you receive added info, ;r lelse share i t  with the YNt- for our f i les'

Send to: Chris Yoder, 203 Lakeshire Rd', Batt le ( lreek'Nl i  '19015

Clare YODER m. Mercedes DETANDT, daughter of l ,orr is ( l lara

(LERNI INEAt IX) ,  o f  Be lg ium.  Her  paren ts  enr ig ra ted  to  Ph i la '  PA

about  1897.  The i r f i rs t  ch i ld  A lber t .  b .c1903,  I  th ink ,  so  Mercedes was

probablv born after that. Clare and Nlercedes had 2 dau. that I  bel ieve

are st i l l  l iv ing in Johnstown, PA: Al ice and Nlabel YODER. One

other thing that might help is that Clnre wlls decapitated in a coRl

min ing  acc ident ,  in  Nanty  G lo  o r  Johns town. (Dona Avery ,

Ii I I i;.T:ll:::i l.ll'; J:lr.';. l: .t.t.t.?. . * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Worrld l ike to cornmunicate with : lnyone rvho has knowledge of Yoders

and Kauffrnans who l ived in Shnron Center, lowa (near Kalona) in the
years  1850-1910,  o r  who knows about  the  genera l  h is to ry  o f  th t t  a rea '

3; I I : [l : I iill; I I ] 11 .1 I ; 3*$i I I ; i.l l.'�;'; I li; :;^.T]1'�1 . . . .
My g-g grrndfather , foseph came to l l l inois in the mid-1860's to
Forrest, lt in {-ivingston eou$ty nld he di€d in 1888-' tuc-ef his soss

nanred Joseph wrs nry g-grandfather born approx 185' l  died in dec

l9l5 married Lena Yancey from Beltbrt area of New York' she died in

1932.  One o f  the i r  sons  my grandfa ther  Wes ley  wns born  in  1888 in

lll::;.i."iIk)33iT;I;9;3."J.i1;.":'ill';lf .f il11*********
Looking for the parents of Johannes ".fohn" ' foder b' 26 March 1795

in Alsace Lorraine, France who md Marl Schmtrcker b' abt 1800'

J o h n d i e d 2 6 A p r l S T s r r n d h a r l f i v e c h i | d r e n . A n y i n f o r m a t i o n w o u l d
be apprciated. X.Xlward' PO Box '10758,Errgene.Ore 97404
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

50 Year-OId Yoder Challenges
by Rachel Kreider

The t ime has come when I must pass on to younger
researchers a problem that has troubled me for over f i f ty years.
When I was young we had information from Reuben Yoder
(YR2337a) about our Christ ian Yoder family, coded under YR2J in
Amish and Amish-Mennonite Genealosies (p.a95). He had the
names and birth years of the f i f teen chi ldren and spouses for some of
them. The name of the oldest on he gave as Fanny (surely
pronounced Franey in her day) ,  born 1753, and he knew nothing at
al l  about her. The second one was Barbara, born 1756, and he said
she married Christ ian Troyer. Ever since then I have tr ied to f ind out
where these sisters l ived and whom they married.

First I  began to study the Troyers and discovered that
Christ ian Troyer had gone {o Canatla. As soon as I was able to do so,
I went to Toronto to f ind out about his wife and family. Descendants
there told me he had married El izabeth Becker but they could soon
see that she had been too young to be the mother of his otder
chi ldren. On the other hand we could f ind no evidence that the f irst
wife was named Barbara. When Eber Cockley from the Somerset
Historical Society inquired about this Barbara, I  reported whnt
Reuben had writ ten but said I could not prove i t  ei ther way.
Nevertheless word got to Canada, and Troyer l i terature since has
claimed Barbara as Christ ian Troyer's l i rst wife.

A number of years later an inqrr iry came from a Mr. Forney
in Nebraska, asking what I  knew about theimncestress Bnrbara
Yoder, born 1756, who had married Joseph Forneyl I  immediately
sought evidence but could get no further information. At about the
same t ime Dr. Hugh Gingerich had found a record in Somerset
County, showing that one lsaac Nli l ler had married a Bartrara and
by the t ime the estate was selt led in 1802 she had married Joseph
Forney. Her lbur daughters and their htrsbands were named and I

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x x

Alber t  Yoder  (June 23 ,  1856 -  September  12 ,  l9 l5 )  who mar r ied  m1 '

great-grelt  aunt Margaret Frye (1873 -1963). T'hey are btrr ied together

rv i th  the i r  son  A lber t  G.  Yoder  (1900-1971)  in  the  l l t .  ( la r rne l  PA
(Protestant) cemetery. Denise Wells, D.f LWellsra)aol.cont

Am interested to note the possibi l i ty of relat ions st i l l  l iv ing in Nlcl-ean

County ,  lL .  Does anyone know o f  Yoders  f rom the  l ine  o f  Jonath ln . l .

Yoder  (YR127322)  l i v ing  in  the  area? Thanks l  . lona than l - '  \ ' oder '

701 N Nebraska Ave.  Nfor ton ,  I l ,  61550-1715 '  emai l -

DoctorY ldaol.com
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Search for my husband's ggrandmother, Carol ine Yoder'  She was

born l3 Nov 1859 in Berks Co. PA to Joseph S. Yoder al ld Anna

BLOCH/BLOCK. She married John Frederich Drumheiser, 2 . fune

1879 in  Shamok in ,  Nor thumber land,  PA.  She d ied  in  Shamok in  l l

. luly 1938. Gryphon" <gryphon.dccsinc.com>
* * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * r! *j&!!!k * x * * * * * * * * * e q * * tj tj!l! x * * * * * * * * * * * *

I  am looking for a (older) gentleman named Albert Yoder,who resided

in Mnnhattan New York City in t947. Last known place of residence

was Long lslnnd, N.Y. I t  is also bel ieved that he might have been in the

arnretl  forces. He might also hRve been known by nickname Steve' l f
yor lrave nny infornratidn regaidirlg this person, please respond. I( is
very  in tpor tan t .  Thank  you V i rg in ia  l l khan,47-30 59 th  St ree t ,
Woods ide  NY,  I  1377,S0LAZfa)ao l .com
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Was Barbara YODER wife of Joseph FORNEY? ,foseph Forne-v b.
c1747 PA d. 1802 Elkl ick Twp, Somerset Co, PA + Barbara l 'oder b.
1756 m. bef 1774 d. ?. Reply to: Kay Wilson,Bremerton WA t lSA

,kwwi lsonra)s i l ver l ink .ne t ;  and Caro l  M i l le r ,P .O.  Box  551, ( l reen

yi:i'xi?.11t.11.t;t.'1.!t.T,:'i:r1"3J."1'*'*o*n*'I***************xxxxxx
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

noticed with special interest that the only son was named Christ ian'

I t  seemed quite clear that this Barbara was not the mother of the

Forney chi ldren. I  assume that both famil ies were then connected

with the Church of the Brethren but I  could f ind no further

information. l ts seemed. however. that this claim seems as good as

the Canadian.
Reuben Yoder was a sharp and astute man. Where did he get

the idea of a Troyer-Yoder marriage in that family? There was

reason to pursue this matter further. I  could not l ind nearly as much

about Christ ian Troyer in Canada as about his colorftr l  brother

John, who married a Sophronia (variat ion of Franey, which in

Switzerland is writ ten as Verena and i t  has a number of other

variants--Frohnia, Fronica, Frances, Fanny-- This Sophronia was

born in t753 and they named their dnughter Barbara! However, the

Canadian Troyers say her name was Sophronia Reichenbach. |  f i rst

found this in a slim little volume when one could still browse through

the stacks in the Toronto Historical Library, but when I went back to
"weigh the source" and get any other kind of evidence of a Franey

Reichenbach, I  could not f ind anything helpful.  Dr. Gingerich' who

knows more about the genealogy of the those f irst Amish famil ies in

America than anyone else I know, could not f ind any place in the

Rickenbacher/Reichenbach outl ines where she seemed to belong.

There was another Troyer-Reichenbach marriage---Corrld the two

have become confused?
I expect the younger "eager beavers" in genenlogy, some nol

even interested in Yoder research, to discover the priman' sources

that can shed l ight on the problem. Can someone prove. one way or

the other. that Franie Yoder, born 1753, married John Troyer nnd

that Barbara Yoder, born 1756, married lsaac Mil ler and then

Joseph Forney?

Mrs. Kreider. co-author of the Classic AAMG--the nation's premiere

genealogical work on the Amish generations through 1850.
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OLEY MINI-RETINION TO BE HELD.
On. Iu lv  12 .  1997,  the  Oley  Yoders  a re  schedu l ing  the i r  annua l  Fami ly
Reunion in Pleasantvit le, Berks county , pa. The reunion wil l  start with
a social,rrncheon' fol lowed by a progr:rm updating some of the latest
research by OIey Yoder historian Richard H. yoder, The luncheon
program wil l  emphasize the opportunity to social ize and reunite family
t ies. Fol lowing the Iuncheon, a grr ided walking tour wil l  be given by
Dick in the Yoder Family cemetery (pleasantvi i le union cemetery). Ai l
who wish to attend, or receive information lbout the event, shoult l
contact the Yoder Reunion Associat ion, 425 State street. pottstown.
Pa. 19464 or e-mail  RYoderrD wcupa.edu

Yothers Family
Holds Reunion

The Yothers Family from Bucks
County held its 72nd Reunion June
2. at the Hayck Menaonite Churth,
Quakertom, with 33 people present.

The oldest menber present was
Naomi Yothers, Souderton, 91-
yem+ld md daughter of the late I.
Emin md Nora (Ruh) Yothen. The
yomgest member was Megm Dam
Conley, 2 V2-yearsold, daughter of
Ireslie (Benner) md Dave Conley,
Perkasie.

Chad Bemer, Sellersville, wm the
winner of the traditional'guessing
game.

NEW9HERALD, Perkcie, Pa.,

WedresdaY, Jutv 3, 1996

Pastor Dave Mi.ller of Quakertom
reked the blessing before the 5 p.m.
meal.

The officers are: President Dm
Hwberger, Perkasie; Vice hesident
John M. Hunsberger, Perkasie;
Secretary-Tleasurer Alverna Y
Hunsberger, Apple Butter Road,
Perkasie and Smetary of Historical
Records Zenta Benner, Perkasie.

The next reunion will be held the
first Sundav ofJune 1997.

1890 CENSIIS -From a compendium by John Blair Linn ol.  the l  E9t)
CENStIS for 25 townships of Centre Co.,pa--which preserved this
port ion of the census otherwise lost from Federal Records in a f ire. _
Miles Township- David Yoder-48, Amanda, Katie. Livoni:r
Huston Townshirr- Daniel yothers-57 farmer, Thaddeus C-._25. farmer.
l rene,  Ann ie ,  Ju l ian .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x x x x x * * * * * r ! * * * * * *

From The Reading Eagte, Aug. 2,1,1996-REBECCA B. YODER, 96,
formerly of Morgantown, died,.Coatsvi l le, Chester County foi lowing a
brief i l lness...Born in caernanon Torvnship, she was a daughter of the
late .facob Z. and Srrsie (Bei ler) yoder. (sent by R.H.yoder)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * : t * * * * * * x x x x * * * * * i t * * * * * * * *

CORRECTION: YNL 28 page l  --Jonathan Yoder who is shown as
b. 5/ l  l /1795 was real lv b either 3/ l  I  or 3/26/1795 Alsace.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

GHOSTS AT PLEASANTVILLE INN-  Fo lks  who are  fami l ia r
with the Plensantvi l le Inn in Pleasantvi l le, Pa. (see cover photo on
YNL28) wil l  be interesting to know there are ghosts there! A recent
art icle in the 'Boyerstown Times',  describes a visi t  by n psychic who
identi f ied two ghosts who reside in this prrbl ic house.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

NEW ALSATIAN L INK IDENTIFIED
Kather ine  Yoder  (1812-6 /1 /1883 Fu l ton  Co. ,  OH)  who m.

Peter Stuckey has been identi f ied as being the sister of Michael
Yoder (see YA6 on chart at page 6 of YNL28). Alsatian records say
thnt Catherine Yoder( l8 I  I  Morvi l lars,F- ) rn. 3/17 /1831
Morvi l lars,F Pierre Stucky (1809- ) was the daughter of
Joseph Joder  b .  1788 who m.  Anne Stucky  b .1788.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Alma Hopkins Kitchel l  Yoder Dies, age 103
The Associated Press l7-Nov-1996 announced the death in Sarasota,
Florida of Alma Kitchel l  Yoder, a pioneering radio singer who
became one the medium's earl iest talk-show hosts before switching to
television. She was 103 years old. She was Born Alma lrene Hopkins,
June 29, 1893, in Superior, Wis. After studying music she moved to
New York in l9l2 and married her voice coach Charles W. Kitchel l
in  1915.  Mrs .  Yoder  wns:  invo lved in  exper imenta l  rad io
brondcasting in l9l7; began her concert career in l92l;  . ioined the
NBC Opera Co. in 1926; emceed one of the original radio tnlk shows,
"Let 's Talk I t  Over." in 1938; was later hostess of one of the f irst
commercial TV series. " ln The Kelvinator Kitchen," an instruct ional
cooking show. She left  publ ic l i fe in 19,19 and moved to Florida in
1965, the year she married Joseph Yoder. (sent by Neal Wilfong)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * *

YODER FOODMIXER IDENTIFIED
" l  found your YNL onl ine and was scrol l ing through i t

looking for famil iar names for my genealogy research when I saw the
headline about the Yoder mixer. I  was so excited and couldn't  wait
to tel l  my hrrsband.

"His father, Stanley Weber Yoder, b. l9l0, d.1988, designed
and manufactured this mixer, as well  as other products, in his Los
Angeles plant in the 1940s.

"He moved the plant operation to Lit t le Rock, AR in l95l and
closed i t  in the mid-eighties. The company also manufactured
marine accessories, lawn sprinklers, cabinet hardwnrc, al l  kinds of
horns (plast ic and metal),  as well  as the "Aqua Bat" (a seat on
waterskis that lets you "sit  and ski").  Stanley was a very creative
inventor,

"At the t ime, i t  didn't  seem important to keep samples of the
products the company produced but, after he died, they became very
important to my husband and his sisters and no one had any.

"So you cnn imagine my excitement at f inding a mixer!! !
"My husband immediately cal led Richard Yoder, who had

found i t  at a f lea market in Pennsylvania and posted the note in the
YNL. We received i t  in the mail  this week and was pleased to f ind
that al l  of the attachments were included and i t  was in the original
box. We are very grateful to Mr. Yoder for his thotrghtfulness, This
one wil l  be ours, but Bruce has four sisters thf l t  would love to have
one.

"l f  anyone hns any of the Yoder products, we wil l  be glad to
pay n reasonable price for them as well  as the cost of shipping. The
nnme "Yoder" is imprinted on most of them.

"A few years ago, a fr iend was moving and found some old
milk bott les from "Yoder Dairy" in VA. She gave them to me
because of the name Yoder on them. If  these mean as much to
someone else as the mixer means to me, please let me know.

"Here is some of the genealogy for Stanley. I  would
appreciate any information someone might have on Ida Weber:

"Jonas C, Yoder m, Veronica Kanagy, son l .Jonas D. Yoder
m lda  Weber ,  gson 2 .  S tan ley  Weber  Yoder ,  b . l9 l0 ,  d .1988"
----Sharon Turner Yoder-sky@pcola.gulf.net

And in response to a query from Charles Yoder: "Yes, the
Yoder tooter wAs one of his products. I t  was a bicycle horn. He also
had great success with the "Wolf Whist le" horn that mounted on
exterior of the car.

"t lnfortunately, the success of the horns was the downfal l  of
Yoder Mfg. Co, The comp:lny had over 100 employees by the 70s.
In the early 80s, Pres. Carter al lowed the Orient to ship their
products to the US drrty-free. They were nble to manufacture
identical horns at a lower cost because oflabor, then shipped them in
to the US. The products were then sold at retai l  for a price rrnder the

:::::ili::.".*lll:::::::... *******x **** * *** ** * ******** ****

8

Who Can Tell tls About the Yoder Racehorse?
We had such good luck with the "Yoder Food Mixer" in the l :rst issrre
thnt we thought we'd try out the lO-year old mystery of the Yoder
racehorse. "Lucky Yoder" bred at Bendabout Farms,lnc, Ky'--his sire
was "Mr. Redoy" (Yoder backward). Several attempts to learn nrore
from owner or stable htve been unsuccessful.  Can anvone f i l l  us in?

D d l d  P . 8 r n k .
Silvea. bluo blek3 oo sldes, sllv€r cap.

LUCKY YoDER (K) R_L


