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Tobias YodE(,

Tobias Yoder
(Pholo submitted by Donald lke Wrlk-

er of Somerset)

By SANDRA LEPLEY
Staff Writer' l ' he  

l i l e  o f  C iv i l  War  vc te r i rn
' fob ias  

Yoder  cou ld  r l r r ros t  r rc
n r r d c  i n l o  r  l c l c \ i \ i i \ i l  r r r i n i . e r i c s
' [ 'he  

Sorncrse t  Countv  so ld ic r  no t
i rn lv  scn ,cd  in  thc  LJn ion  Arnr r '
* i t h  l e n o r  l r u t  r r l s r r  t l r u , r t r d  t l c r t i r
0n  more  ln i ln  onc  occ ts ton .

Born  in  Shadc l i runsh ip  rn
l l l27 ,  Yodcr  was onc  o f  four  b ro th -
c r s  * h o  c r r l i r t c d  i r r  t l r c  U i l i i l n
Arnry .  John was k i l l cd ;  l lenry  d ied
of  d isease,  and I ! �oses  re tu rned
from the war and took up residency
in  S tonycreek  Townsh ip .

'  Growing  up  on  a  [ r rm ; rnd  hc ing
a woodsman u l t imate ly  caused
Yoder  to  deve lop  s t rong musc les
and a  power fu l  s ta tu rc .  J le  was we l l
known in  Ih is  a rer  as  the  champion
wrestler of Sonrersel County.

According to Yodcr's derth no-
t i ce  in  7 lc  . \onra  s l t  11cr r r f t l .  N la rch
l l .  l R ' ; 7 :  ' N r r  t t t r r t r  l ' ( t l c ( l  . l r ( (  i
men o l  phvs ica l  n r rnhrx rd  o r  b r rvc r
war r io r  cvcr  shou ldcrcd  a  rnuskc t . '

Be fbrc  hc  evcr  bccarne a  so ld ie r .
Yoder  cheated  death  two t imes.  l le
was run  over  by  a  hand car  on  the
ra i l road one t ime,  rvh ich  rcsu l tcd  in
severa l  b rokcn r ibs .  On anothcr
occas ion ,  a  coa l  n r ine  co l lapscd on
h im,  k i l l i ng  the  dog a longs ide  o f
h i m  a n d  r e q u i r i n g  u n b e l i e v a b l c
s t rength  on  h is  par t  to  d ig  lo  thc
surface.

A l  thc  t in ru  t ; f  h is  cn l i s tn rcn t  in
Ju ly  l116 l ,  hc  measured 42  inches
across thc chest and was 3.1 years
o ld ,  an  unusua l  age to  hecome a
so ld ie r  because manv who serued
rvere  in  lhe i r  teens .  l l c  en l i s ted  in
the  Co.  A .  l0 th  Rcg iment .  thc  vcrv
f i rs t  conrpanv  l rom the  count ) ' lo
march off to rvar.

On June 30 .  1u62.  a t  Ncw Mrr -
ke t  Crossroads  near  R ichmond.

Civi l  War hero
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Va. ,  Yoder 's  conrpany  go t  caught
in a crossfirc from reginrents be-
long ing  to  S tonewal l  Jackson and
A.P.  H i l l  and  once aga in ,  Yoder
cheated  death .

Seven bu l le ts  h i t  h in r  in  rvhat  hc
te rmed " less  than a  man cou ld
count to five," (Sonrcrsu Iltnrl l l .
Two ba l l s  went  th rough h is  chcs t ,
one o f  *  h ich  c rushcd h is  le [ t  shou l -
dcr  b ladc .  Onc l r i t  h in r  in  the  s ide
and la r rded under  the  h ip  bone and
thc  o ther  h rdged ckrse  to  the  sp i l re
ncar  h is  k idnevs .  l ' h rce  o ther  bu l -
l ! l \  d l \ r )  $ 'ou i ldcd  h i ln .  A l l  th ts
ncvcr  k r rockcd the  rn rn  down but
e !cn tur l l v  lwo conr rades  pu l led
h in r  to  the  rear  o f  ba t t l c .

A l te ruards ,  he  and o ther  wound-
ed Un ion  so ld ie rs  were  le f t  in  the
hands of the Confederates, who
tendcd to thcir own rvoundcd first
and occasionally gave Yoder water
from a nearby brook. Three days
after he rvas wounded, a Confeder-
ate wagon drove within 20 feet of
h im.  They  ro ld  h i rn  i f  he  cou ld  ge t
up  and gc t  on  the  wagon,  they
rvou ld  wa i t .  " l ' n r  a  l i t t le  s l i f f , "  sa id
Yodcr .  who was cventua l l y  g rabbed
bv the  in rpa t ien t  Con ledera tcs  and
pitched into the wagon (Sonwset
Itcialt{).

Hc  bccame a  pr isoner  a t  L ibby
Pr ison bu t  rc fused nrcd ica l  a i len-
t ion .  Fear ing  tha t  maggots  wou ld
i r t l cs t  h is  uout tdc ,  he  used a  rv in -
do\\ ' stop rvith a nail in it to rcach
out  h is  cc l l  w indow and pu l l  s r rn tc
to l )acco  Ic rvcs  l t x rsc  so  he  cou ld
p lug  up  hs  bu l l c t  ho les .

l lowever ,  thc  tobacco thc l t  was
discovcred and he was rcported to
thc  ru thor i t ies .  l le  spent  l { r  dayr  i r r
so l i ta ry  conf inenren l  a t  Bc l le  l s lc .

I le  spent  40  days  in  p r ison
albgether. going fronr lt30 pounds
to | 16. Hc was then exchangcd and
scnt  to  C l r rs tc r  l losp i ta l  nc i l r  I ' h i ln -
dc lph ia ,  $  l t c rc  doc tors  gavc  h i rn  .1 l l

hours  to  l i vc . ' l ' hose  doc tors ,  how-
cvcr .  \ !e rc  no t  i lware  o f  Y t tder 's
unbc l i cvab le  rcs i l iencv .  l l i s  recov-
ery  as lounded the  mcd ica l  comnru-
n i ty  so  much tha t  the  surgeon- in -
ch ie f  in  Wash ing ton  D.C.  made a
special trip to Chester to study his
case.

In  January  l1163,  Yoder  re tu rned
home to Somerset County. Bul
a f tc r  hear ing  in  March  tha t  h is
reg iment  was recru i t ing  aga in ,  he
was rcady lo go hilck k) serytcc,
t r rvc l ing  to  Wash ing ton  D.C.  to
jo in  up .  Even though o f f i c ia ls  rc -
fused to lct him join. he lbught
rnvway and was a t  thc  Bat t le  o f
Gct tvsburg  on  Ju ly  l ,  2  and 3  o f
il16-].

When h is  cn l i s t rnent  was  up ,
doc tors  wcre  no t  go ing  to  approve
h is  rcques t  lb r  re -en l i s tn len t .  "A f le r

I  had s t r ipped fo r  ex ; rn r ina l ion .  I
k icked up  n ty  hce ls  and exccuted  a

Continued on page 3

Bur r ! ! l  Looks  Co ld  Out !
The Ground Breaking Ceremony for the Yoder House was held

Saturday, October 21, 1995 at the Spruce Art isan Vi l lage/Penn Alps,
Grantsvi l le, Md. A goodly crowd from several states assembled for
this event. The opening ceremony was moderated by Lowell  Bender.
and remarks were made by ,f  ack Dueck and Kenneth L.Yoder. Pastor
Johnny Crist -a l2th generation Yoder from Atlanta, Ga. gave the
Ground Breaking message. Singing was led by Doris Ours.

Ray Yount, Carl Yoders, Doris Ours share the shovel
while Kenneth L. Yoder "supervises"

This was fol lowed by the actual ground breaking, in which
representatives of three dif ferent Yoder famil ies joint ly performed thc
honors: Ray Yount from the Conrad Yoder l ine of NC; Carl Yoders of

the "Yoders" family of SW Pa (YNL 24), and Doris Ours of the Arnish
l ine which sett led in the Somerset County, Pa-Grantsvi l le, NId area
(YR26l Line). They used n "Rutter Spade" made for the occasion by
l0th generation Yoder descendant Dwight Yoder.

Reports were given on the progress, vision, and f inancial status
of the Yoder House. An ndded report was furnished on the Yoder

Reunion in held in Hickory, North Carol ina last August. The "\\ ' idow

Barbara Yoder Bible", n Yoder rocker & coverlet,  and a hinge and

stone from the , loderhubel ( l 'oder I t i l l )  in Srvitzerland were olr displa'r
a long w i th  o ther  Yoder  memorab i l ia .

F'or f i rr ther information contact: Yoder House Pro.iect, Spruce
F'orest Art isarr Vi l laee. 177 Casselman Road, Grantsvi l le, Md 21536.

Yoder House Groundbreaking Draws a Crowd



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The Yoder Newsletter- Founded 1983 by

Ben F Yoder (1913-1992); Chris Yoder & Rachel Kreider
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

FROM THE EDITORS
Chris Yoder, Editor, Batt le Creek,MI; John W. Yoder, Circulat ion
Manager, Middlebury,IN; Rachel Kreider, Senior Contr ibuting
Editor, Goshen,IN. Other Contr ibutors: John W. Yoder; Richard H.
Yoder, Bechtelsvi l le, PA; Hubert A. Yoder, Chnrlotte, NC; Dorothy
Yoder Coffman, Malvern. PA; Dr. Don Yoder, Devon, PA; Neil
Wilfong, Cleveland, NC; and Dr. Delbert Gratz, Bluffton, OH

SEND YNL CORRESPONDENCE:
-Dealing with circulat ion issues such as new or renewed

subscript ions, changes of address, orders for back issues to: Yoder
Newsletter, P.O. Box 594, Goshen, IN 46527-0594.

-Dealing with ancestral queries or contr ibutions for future YNLs or
archives (such as reunion notices, letters to the Editor, copies of Bible
records or other historical information) to: Chris Yoder, 203
Lakeshire Rd., Batt le Creek, Ml 49015 (or by electronic mail  to

. I i I i I ;'.'J.tf--I ll:: 1."; : : r':)* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
YNL PRICE INFORMATION $$$$

The YNL subscript ion is on an annual basis-two issues for $3.
BACK ISSI IES o f  the  YNL are  $ l  per  i ssue.  A  bound se t  o f  back
issues l-25 is avai lable for $25 plus $3 postage and handling). These

l?. ::.".:1".'.":.i1"fl Jlf .:.": : : I J I: l.it.l": i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Hatfield Township Mystery

NancyEmery of Spoknne, Washington is trying to determine i f
Margaret, wife of Joseph (Yost) Wiles (Wil l) ,  was a daughter of a
,facob Yoder who died prior to 1780. Yost Wil l  was on the 1780 tax
l ist charged for Jacob Yeoder's estate in Hatf ield Township,
Philadelphia County. An original tax assessment microf i lm, undated
(ref: Hist.  Soc.Of Montgomery Co) shows in one section ..Yost Wile

(?Nancy thinks these words are ..Yeador Jacob", but they
are unclear! do not match the lettering for the later.Jacob Yeoder'
text and on other records on the page this place fol lowing the name is
held by the occupation of the person) occupat-6,000, 2 horses-960, 2
cows, 240; Payed 20 rent hard to Jacob Yeoder and for Jacob Yeoders
Est. 100 acres & Dwell ing-6,000".

I t 's interesting to note that several records away on the same
micro f i lm page is  "Me lch io r  Yeoder ,  l3 l  ac res ,2  horses ,4  cows" .  (See
YNL 16 page 6 for discussion and speculat ion on this early l ine).
Melchior is also only several entr ies awav in the 1780 tax record.

Joseph Wiles was born about l7:{,1 in German-v, crme to
America in 1754, married N'Iargaret/Nlargarethn _ about 1775.
Around 1785 he moved to Westmoreland Co, and in 1796 he
purchased land in Armstrong Co., Pa where he died in 1826--
survived by 9 chi ldren.
Anyone with further information on this family or i ts Yoder l inks,

*".^.':JIT:;Ili:'.:T:xri::1i..ii'.1|;.';l:t.":llf;)1.11:1:;--
WANTED----YODER Family Information to share in future issues
of the Yoder Newsletter. Send your input to Chris Yoder:
203 Lakeshire Rd.. Batt le Creek.Mi 49015.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
YODER HtTMOR- Whi le  wa i t ing  w i th  my daughter  and
granddaughter at the doctor 's off ice, my 4 year old granddaughter,
. f i l l ian Yoder, wanted penci l  and pnper to practice her ABC's.
Writ ing down letters at random , she showed her Mommy
"Mommy,what does this say?". "Nothing", her mommy repl ied.
Excitedly, , I i l l ian huried to me to show her work saying "Look

grandma,  mommy says  I  spe l led  'no th ing ' ! "  I  cou ldn ' t  he lp  bu t
laugh.-submitted bv June Yoder of Bonne Terre.Mo.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Swiss Joder Miss Wants Pen-Pal

Dear Sir.
Our daughter Ursula is now f i f teen years old and she is very

interested in other peoples l i fe. So she would l ike to have a gir l  fr iend
or a boy fr iend in the age of f i f teen to eighteen years to write letters in
English. l t  would be very nice i f  you could write some words in the
Yoder Newsletter to f ind anybody who would l ike to answer her. We
are looking forward to your answer and wish you a Merrl ,  Christmas
and a happy New Year.-- rr i th best wishes, K. Joder
(Write this address:

Ursula Joder, Astrastrasse l ,  3612 Steff isburg, Switzerland)

Esther Yoder Lambertson, Elkhart,  Indiana- the First Strbscriber to
the YNL (see YNL 2, page 2) and also the First to Resrrbscribe, died
Oct.4, 1995, fol lowing a stroke. Her husband Frank wrote that Esther
had n serious earl ier stroke in . fuly of 1994:

"l  know she enjoved the letters she received over the years and
wou ld  te l l  me about  th ings  she found in  them.  She spent  a  lo t  o f  t ime
on her famil ies genealogy and lvould read fronr lhem as part of her
way of trsing t ime. ' fhank you. ( lontinue the good work w.i fh t l le lefter.

":",.

Enos Yoder, descendant of David ( l  Yoder (YR23374),drives one of
the  t ra ins  he  br r i l t  and  runs  on  t rack  in  the  yard  o f  h is  Sarasota ,
Florida home. Enos and his wife were attendees at the National
Yoder Reunion hosted last Augrrst by the Yoders of North (. 'arol ina.

\  ou  \ I igh f  l le  . \  \ ' odcr  11 . . .
As a part-of his message for the Yoder House groun*'bre*kin3-'*

Pastor Johnny D. Crist gave the fol lowing quiz, patterned after the
"TOP TEN LIST" of David Letterman:
You mieht  be  a  Yoder  i f :
. . .  yorr meet a stranger from Ohio, Indiana, or Virginia and spend 20
minutes trying to f igure out i f  vou're related.
. . .  you  serve  your  most  e legan l  n rea l  to  vour  gues ts  in  lo r r r  home: rnd
conclrrde with chern' pie, r l ther than chern tort.
. , .  you 've  ever  subscr ibed to  the  Gospe l  Hera ld .
. . .  you  can spe l l  S to l tz fus ,  G ingr ich ,  Hos le t le r  o r  Smucker  w i thout
th ing  tw ice  about  i t .
. . .  i f  yotr know that coverings were made for women's heads before
they were made for f loors.
.. .  i f  you've ever eaten smearcase and apple butter on bread.
.. .  i fyou know that a u,et bottonr is better on Shoflr pie than kids.
. . .  i f  the  words  MDS.  ENI ( 'and VS are  te rms o f  endearment .
. , ,  i fyou've ever corrected someone for cal l ing Lancaster, [ ,ancloster.
. .  i f  i t  somewhat bothers you that a ( 'r ist from Atlanta is offering this
Ground Breakine addrcss rather than a Yoder from Ohio.

2



Moses H. Yoder Familv Historv Published

Moses H.  yoder  (  1833_1912) (yR25149)

By Ernest and Wil la yoder

Moses H.Yoder, the ninth chi ld and youngest son of Christ ian
"Keefer Christ" and Esther Hertzler, was born in Mif l l in County, PA
on May 27 ,  1883.

Mose's f irst marriage was to Barbara Kauffman, the daughter
of Christ ian Kauffman and Martha Krrrtz. After Barbara's death in
1874, Moses married El izabeth Slabaugh, the daughter of John
Slabaugh and Susan Nisley.

Mose suffered from what the family terms as ,. i tchy feet", he
and Barbara moved from Lawrence County, pA to Cass Co., MI
around the mid 1860's. By l87I they had moved to LaGrange
County, lN where Barbara died in October, 1874,

After his mRrriage to El izabeth Slab:rugh, he rnoved his fnmily
to NlcPherson ( iounty. KS where he is said to h:rve had one of the
best farms in that area. But lbout 1890, I \ lose's feet began to i tch
gain and he took his family mineral prospecting in Missouri.  After a
couple of bad years, he returned to Kansas.

His last move was to Oklahoma, He and two of his sons, Ezra
and Hiram, took part in the Cherokee Run. He homesteaded near
Manchester, OK. He and Elizabeth are buried in the Mennonite
Cemetery near Manchester.

We are st i l l  searching for Barbara's grave but can only
Assume that i t  is one of the many unmarked graves in LaGrange Co.,
In. We are also searching for Mose and Barbara's marriage record,
which we feel was about 185,1 or 1855 in Pennsvlvania, I f  anvone has
fur ther  in fo rmat ion  abor r t  th is  fami l r .  we wou ld  be  happy lo  hear
from them.

The Moses H. Yoder Familv Historv, 3,10 pages including 60 pages of
p ic tu res .  $35 pos tpa id .  Order  f rom:  Ernes t  &  Wi l la  Yoder ,5 lJ  Jean
Ave. ,S turs is ,  MI  19091.

PLANS FOR HANS AND YOST YODER RETINION
FINALIZED

Julv 20.1996, Olev Vallev.Pleasantvi l le.Pa

Over 400 Yoder cousins, from 25 dif ferent states, responded to
the Hans and Yoder Family Trai l  Reunion announcement that
appeared in the October YNL. In March, registrat ion packets were
mailed to al l  who responded. l f  you have fai led to register as yet, and
wish to do so, write to the Yoder Reunion Associat ion.4l3 State St..
Pottstown, PA, 19464.

The heritage trai l  tour wi l l  visi t  I  I  historical si tes in the Oley
Valley where, as early as 1714, the brothers Hans and Yost Yoder
sett led. Hans Yoder, the f irst Yoder to come to America in 1709, bui l t
and sett led in what is today "The Yoder Homestead". The current
bui lding's oldest section was constructed in 1737. The day-long bus
tour wil l  also visi t  the sites of the original Yost Yoder home, Hans
Jr. 's original house, the Jacob Yoder (Yost 's son) and Marie Keim
home, and other historical locations, including: the Oley Forge,
Griesemer's Mil l ,  the Samuel Yoder house, the Lobachsvi l le Mil l ,  the
Crooked Dam, Daniel Yoder's Papermil l ,  and the original Yoder
Family Cemetery,

At the end of the day, there wil l  be a Yoder F-amity banquet
program examining the historical signif icance of the tour sites and
the, later opportunit ies for Yoder Clan meetings,

During the Yoder Cemetery visi ts, there wil l  be an unvei l ing of
a marker to honor Hans and Yost Yoder and their famil ies.

For those interested and not registered, the deadline for
registrat ion is June I,1996--NO REGISTRATION during the day of
the event- write immediatelv.

SWISS MENNONITE HERITAGE TOTiR
DO YOTI WANT TO CLIMB THE , IODERHORN?

Noted historian Dr. Delbert Gratz wil l  be leadine another of his Swiss
Mennonite Heritage Tours from t6 Sep to 7 Oct 1996. l f  there is
suff icient interest, he has offered to add a special visi t  to and..cl imtr"
(up walking paths) of the Joderhorn. (See yNL 25 for more detai ls on
the location and naming of this 9,960 ft  Alpine mountain). Dr. Gratz's
tour wil l  arr ive in Zurich and include visi ts to the Oberland, Thun,
Bern, Basel, Geneva, the Jura, Alsace and the German palat inate. Dr.
Gratz would need to hear by mid May to arrange the special
Joderhorn cl imb. For information about a Joderhorn adventure or
just to get more information about the tour, Contact: Dr. Delbert
Gratz, phone (419) 353-7431, 8990 Augsburger Rd., Bluffton, OII
458 I 7-95 13.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Who cnn te l l  us  about  GI IORGE YODER-VENANC;O Co,p l?
(Wr i tc  to  ( 'h r i s  Yodcr  r r  i th  : tn \  in l i r rna t ion-eucr ics  addrcss)

BP-  Gcorgc  Yo lc r  (Yodcr )  b  c  l0 / l /18{ ) { )  pA l I  l v l : t rg : t rc l  (pcgg\  )
( c l 7 9 l  o r  l t t ( X ) -  )  d l l l 2 l l 8 l 2  l g c  7 l r  5 n r  I  l d  f i r r u t c r
Vcn i tngo Co.PA-  l13 i0 -  Chcrn  T lp :  l8+o SLtg , i l r  Crcck  Tr rp :  l l i 50  und 1860-
Ouk l i rnd .  PA (Rcfc rc r rccs :  E I i l r s ' s  Vc lc rans  pcns ion :  Vcnango Gcnca log ic l l
Socic(\ )

B P I - n r a l c  b  l t 3 l - 5 - 2 0
BP2-  n } i t l c  b  l1J2( ) -25
BPI -  fc rna lc  b  l t t2 t ) -25
BP{-  n ra lc  b  l t t25-10

lT l ronras  b  c l l t l2  d  7 l12 /1851 i rgc  22  on  Sa ln ton  R i rc r .  CA o f
congcstiolt of thc bo\\cls)

+BP5-  nur lc  b  l l { :10-3- i
Elias b I lt l(r nl -+/ I I/ l l t60 Dcrnpscrlol n. PA br Rcr Jrcob Wcrkcl
to  Man A Wcrkc l  rcs  Gu l los l r .  Sug l r r  Crcck  T \ \p  ln  I l l l {0

d 2/21{/ 1 905 Florcncc. C'(l
BP5 l -  E l l i t  V  b  l2 l3 /11 t66  r r r  J  G Jo l tns to r r  rcs  l l J l jo  G l r l lo r r r r .

Vcurngo Co. PA
'.) '.)gntnddaughtcr'.) ' lBP(r- 

Slrah Ann b l/7/lt i l(r rn l/ l / l tt67 Tnonlas
Thcodorc  Car tc r  d  l9  I I J  bur  Bc thc l  Mct l r  Church  Ccnr .  Ouk land Ts  p .

Vcnlurgo Co
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Dai ly American,  Somerset ,  Pa. ,  Tuesdav,
n-  l&"ur '

May  16 ,  1995

;ry&r;rw&'ab,
Continued from Page I l i t t l e  dance on  my way ou t  o f  the  Waler loo ,  lowa;  Franc is ,  Somerse t

roonr  to  show them how l i ve ly  I  Townsh ip ;  Susan (husband 's  name
was, "  sa id  Yoder ,  who d id  no t  want  unknown)  and Mrs .  Ida  Haunt .
to bc left hchind lSulrerser //cralrl). Somerset.
l le  s tayed in  the  arn ty  un l i l  the  e i ld  One o f  Yoder 's  c lescenoanrs ,
o f  the  war  and was there  the  day  C lark  Brocht  o f  Rocku,ood RD 3 ,
Gen.  Rober t  E .  Lee sur rendere t l  i t  rvho  is  r l so  rn  a rer  h is to r ian .  be-
Appomaf tox ,  Va.  I ieves  h is  g rea l -g rea t -g re t t  g rand-

Yoder died on March 24, 1897. fathcr 
-l-obias 

Yoder iuruivcd in-
wh i le  v is i t ing  h is  son,  Grant ,  in  surmountab le  c i rcunrs tanccs  fo r  a

. .  -  -  . .  Water loo .  Iowa.  He and h is  w i lc  purpose.
- .  "  ' r . l i  r r e  h ' r r i . , l  i .  H " . k . - , l  a - - - ' - . . ,..t!i arebtried in Husband Cemetery. "A normal person would have

.l tte Oied rr 70 ycar\ ot age anrJ died from .rih an ordeal bur I
t  

'  
h . . l  h r , r .  l ^ . r  , .  i ^ ^ , r  : -  . , ^  ' , . ^&' t  :  had n( ' ver  los t  a  toorh  in  h ls .  l i l e -  suppose i t  jus t  wasn ' t  h is  t in re  ye t , "
t ime. Hc stature remained "hali: and said l lrocht. who is dcscended fronr
hearty," (Scrmerse t I I ear I d) Yoder 's  daushtc r  Mrs .  Sarah F ish-

For  some years  p r io r  to  h is  death ,  e r .  " l t ' s  a  wondcr  the  minn ie  ba l l s
he  was hav ing  sonre  prob lems w i lh  never  h i t  any  rna jo r  a r te r ies  and tha t
lhe  bu l le t  near  h is  k idney  bu t  l ' ob ias  d id  no t  d ie  f ro rn  in fec t ion . "
because ln  opera l ion  to  rcmove i t  Another  descendant  o f  Yodcr 's
was too  r i sky ,  he  car r ied  i t  and w ls  h is  dauqhtc r  lda 's  son.  the  la tc

i*l{t*.wr- .r'"6N ,
f -*3:4:4'2 . ?"trffi,
r l  

" "4 " , i  ; ' : " '1 ,1'l-,"*,::", 
,:f:')re,:Y:'*"&tN*'-

i. t{ C" :.:::4, , , , '

. t

.  ano thcr  bu l le t  to  the  gravc .  Dr .  Ear l  O.  Haupr ,  wno wts  a
,  

.  Accord ing  to  h is  dca th  no t ice  in  gcncra l  p rac t i t i r ) t )c r  jn  Sonter \c t
thc  Sonersc t  Her t ld :  "C)nc  

o f  the  ind  a lso  a  rve l l , knor rn  h is to r i rn .
s t r a n g c s t  f c a t u r e s  o f  t h i s  r e m u r k -  A r . c ( ) r d i n g r o l ] ! o c h t . l ) r  I l r r r r I r . .
r b l e  n r a n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  t h r r  h e  I c l l  $ , i f ( , .  E l i z r [ c t h  . . 1 ] c t r r . .  l l i r r r p i .  r r
no  pa in  whatsocverdur ing  lhe  t ime f r t rn rer  d i rcc to r  o l  t l l e  S( )n tc r \ ( t
tha t  he  rece ivcd  the  wounds and I l i s to r ica l  C 'e l ) tc r .  t ( ) ld  h iDr  rh r r r
t l : c i r  subscqucnt  hea l ing ,  and was ' l ' ob ias  yoder 's  in r rce  \ \ i r \  u \ .o  r ) r

-*lbl€,.ts.ert ^-y aTd thd h- ^artd-.t4rc,-Giui,l,r''Jes nrriumer\t ut rhc

Clark Brocht of Rockwood RD 3 displays some of back to Tobias Yoder, Civi l  War veterarr
the lamily photographs that lrace his lineage photo by sandra Leprey)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Yoders Dowsing

For Ancestors

Come to the Rerrnion

and

Try Dowsing Yourself

D ick  Yoder  Dows ing

sccure ,  Hc  secmed l i te ra l l y  a  man Somcrse t  Count \ ,  Cour thousc .  l l c r
devo id  o f  newes or  the  sense o f  mother - in - l rw  I ja  (onc  o f  lob ias '
fce l ing .  I Ie  u ,as  a  thorough ly  up-  you lgcr  c laughtc rs )  to ld  her  r l r i s
r igh t ,  consc ien t ious ,  Chr is t ian  mar r  lanr i l v  s to rv .  

-

( l i1 i r {  l r ld  was h igh ly  cs tcemed by  a l l  e l ihoueh Broch l  bc l i c lcs  t l rc
tho  knnv  h in r . "  so ld ie r  o r i thc  n ) ( ) r lunre l t  | r . ks  l i ke

l le  rvas  nrar r ied  to  the  fo rn le r  Tob ias  Yodcr .  hc  h rs  ncrc r  loun t l
Marv  Catheran Whipkey .  They  hrd  anv  docurnc l r la t ion  or r  lhe  su l r i cc t .
I  I  c h i l d r e n ' O n c e  

1 ' o u  s l a r l  s l u ( l \ i n g  r o r r r
Henry  i l .  o f  Bro lhcrsvr l l cv  r (x r ts .  i t  n r i rxes  vou r t )p rc ( . l i t r c  \ ( ) l l r' l i r rvnsh ip :  

Mrs .  F . l l .  Co l t ro rn  o f  o rvn  l i l c .  Our  r i , re  c . r i , i .  l r , . r l  i  e  n
Rayard ,  W.Va. t  Jacob o l  Co lum-  hard  l i vcs .  l  n r  p roud l i rh i rs  \  , rdc r
bus ,  Oh io :  Mrs .  John F ishcr  o f  i s  a  p r in rc  cxantD lc  o l  I  e ( ) r r r i rqeou\
Gar re l t ;  Ceorge.  I layard .  W.Va. ;  Arner icanso l t l ie r - "  l l roc l r t : r i t l .
N l i l ton ,  Somcrsc t  Townsh ip ;  N l rs .

hnrnra  l lu rke t t  o f  So lncrse t i  Cr rn l ,
x * a x * x x { * x x x + 8 * { { * * * x * x $ * x * x $ s x x { * * * * x x * * x x x x x x * x 8 x * x x x * x { { *

Rich B, Yoder, of West Chester, and Dick H.Yoder. of
Bechtelsvi l le, President and Vice-president respectively of the yoder
Reunion Associat ion, have been dowsing for their ancestors in the
Yoder Family Cemetery, Pleasnntvi l le, Pennsylvania.

Dowsing is an activi ty that has played a part in the everyday
l i fe of people for a very long t ime. Historical ly, ancient drawings and
sculptures have been found scattered throughout the world. The
world dowse means lrto locate, to f ind". The dif f iculty in the case of
dowsing is that there are no ready-nrade or readi ly understood ways
to answer the question, "What makes i t  work?".

[ ] s ing  dows ing  rods  (L - rods) ,  thc  R ichard 's  f t rund I9  p laces  in
the rear._of the cenretery where ' the yods crossedi. i rrdj,cating possibl€
locations of grave sites. The individual sites' locations are in perfect
al ignment with the oldest permanent grave markers, which are facing
due-east.

I t  is presumed that the immigrants Hans and Yost Joder, the
first Yoders to sett le in America from Switzerland. and their famil ies
are buried in the Pleasantvi l le [ lnion Cemetery, (Original ] 'oder
Family Cemetery). Hence, we feel fair ly certain that these sites are the
burial places of Hnns and Yost Joder and their farni l ies,

The Yoder Reunion Associat ion is hosting a national reunion
on July 20,1996. During the tour, registrants wil l  have the opportunity
to dowse for the grave sites when they visi t  the original Yoder
Cemetery ,

Richard H, Yoder has writ ten Pleasantvi l le [Jnion Cemeterv-A
Photosraphic Review. This book contains photographs of al l
remaining Yoder stones and considerable research on the descendants
of Hans and Yost who are buried there, Copies wit l  be avai lable
drrr ing the reunion or write Richard at: 47 Bause Road, Bechtelsvi l le,
PA 19505.  ($6  p lus  $ l  fo r  pos tage and hand l ing) .

4
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An Oley Yoder Reunion---about 90 years ago

Yoder  Fami ly  Ret rn ion ,  Fr iday  Aug.  19 ,1905/6  or '10 / l l ,P leasantv i l le ,Pa a t  the  Home o f  Mr .  &  NI rs .  Henry
S.Yoder (OH14526) .  Henry  S .  \ 'oder  (1s39-1917)  was mar r ied  on  Mar .24 ,1960 to  Hannah C leaver  (1843-1930) .  They  had a
family of l7 chi ldren born between t86l and 1887. (Thanks to Mrs. Evelyn Buchholtz of Santa Fe, New Mexico for this high
quality photo and to Richard H. Yoder of Bechtelsville, Rich B. Yoder of West Chester and Holly Griffith for help in
identi fving the folks included). Back rolr ' :  l -Wil l iam Yodcr (s/o l3); 2-Ralph Stout (h/o 8); 3- Walter Greisemer (h/o 23);

. l - \ la r ie  S tor rd t ;5 -  Edu 'a rd  Yoder ;6 -Anna Yoder ;7 -c 'har les  Swa 'e lv  (h /o  l . l ) ;  g -  Kate  ( \ 'oder )  S toudt ;9 - [ Ienr - r
Yoder l  l0 -??? ;  l l - . I im Stoudt ) ;  l2 -Ann ie  (Yoder )  Jackson;  l J -  l saac  I 'oder ;  t , l -Laura  ( \ 'oder )  Swave ly ;  l5 - \ l i l l i anr
Yoder ;  l6 -Debb ie  ( \ 'oder )  Dr rn lap ;  l7 -Wal te r  Yoder ;  l8 -Mayme (w/o  l7 ) ;  l9 -C leaver  yoder ;20-V i rg ie  (w/o  I9 ) ;21-J im
Yoder .  Second row:22-  Marg ie  (d /o  l3  o r l2 ) ;23-F lo rence (d /o  l3 ) ;2 ,1 -Roy;  25-Ste l la ;26-Naomi ;27-  Norma (d /o  l J ) ;  28-
Jenn ie  (d /o  l3 ) ;29-Grandfa ther  Henry  Yoder ;30-Grandmother  Hannah C leaver  Yoder ;31-Aunt  Hannah;  32-Nora  (u /o  9 ) ;
33-Olga (w/o lS)(she was Swedish); 34-Hannah Tea (w/o l3). First row: 35-Clarence (s/o l3); J6-David (s/o l9); 37-Raymond
(s/o l6);38-Sue (w/o 5);39-Victor (s/o l3); 4O-Elizabeth (d/o l5); 4l-Carl;  42-Edith (d/o lJ);  , tJ-Wil l ie,Jr (s/o l5); l l -ei la lOio5); , I5-Earl (s/o l3); r l6-Arnold; 47-Jtm (s/o 2l);  ,18-Ada (d/o 9); 49-Walter (s/o 9); 50_ Charles (1901_died age l7); Ira (s/o 9; _
faint image in lap between 3l and 32 (as lra was b. 1906-and is no more than 2 yrs old.. .  this appears to help date the photo),

Who can te l l  us about Aaron Yoder-River Styx,  Oh?
(Wri te to Chr is Yodcr * i th an1 informat ion-Qucr ics addrcss)

AH- Aarort  Yodcr b.  l l l2(r  Bucks to.PA rn.( ' l  l t t5 l  Wavnc Co..OH) to Kather i r rc
('1 Trastcr)( I 832- | I 26 I l88l Rir cr Sl\ r.OH) d.9/9/ | ltglJ River Str r.OH
(Refcrcncc: Ralph B Thontpson Cht: IGI Microfichc. Wavnc Co Marriagcsl

AHI-  Srrsan b.  I  l / l { / l l l - i6  m 1216l l87t)  Mcdina Co Wrn B Good d. l ) .1811t126
AH2- Rcubcn b. llt5li rn 2/21/11,i1,t2 Mcditra Co Mitn S Rickcn
AH3- Sarah b rn I  l /2/ l t i79 Mcdina Co Jcf fcrson McFadden
AH{- John b

Who can te l l  us about Chr istopher Yoder-Marshal l  Co, lN?
(Wri tc to Chr is Yodcr $ i th nnl  in lormat ion-Quer ics addrtss)

BK- Chr istophcr Yodcr b c1802 nr I  l / l ( r / l l {10 Muskrngurn ( '0.  OH
Ann:t M:triit Hal nlakcr (c 180-+- ) rcs l San) Mrtrshall Clo. IN

BKI-  Esthcr A b c l t i l l l  OH rn l0/9/ l l i5 t3 Marshal l  Co.  IN
Pctcr  Q Nichols

f



Tennessee Yoders Surface from Around the US

From far and )on, :rcross the []S w,e've received a variety of i tems about the El i  Yoder famil l  of Tennessee. \ \ ' i th the exception
of the contr ibution of Hrrbert Yoder, which arr ived in 1990, the rest of these i tems have al l  come in over the course of the past
l 'ear. \ \ 'e have heen so struck by the t iming of these arr ivals that we've decided to dedicate a whole prge to them. Hope you
find the coincidences as interesting as we do.

El i  Yoder ,  ( l8 l0 -1891)
Grandson of  Conrad

b

r . f

-t

WIIO ARE THESE FOLK?

Becky Perkins, l . l0{ R.v-an St.,  Fl int,  Nl ich,18532, sent this family group of her relat ives in
Tennessee. I Ier great Arrnt Al ice Adams Wilson had them and now that she has passed on,
the identi tv of the grorrp is also lost. From the photo submitted separately by NIrs. Nl inter
in Maraland, i t  looks fair lv certain that the patr iarch in the middle is the same Eli  Yoder.

:i:::.1:::i:'.::".tTJ::lil?.'.'.".:".T:lll1*.i".'IJ.....**********
-fennessee 

Yoder Chairs

" \ l r  \ i r r r re  i s  R.  , | ' oder ,  l l lT { "
i s  what 's  caned in to  the  c ross-p iece  on  th is  cha i r .  The cha i r  was
;rurchased at a |)ea ntarket in Alabama bv Wil l iam yoder. 505
\ \oo t l l : rn r r  Ar r . . .  Sr l i rcur rg : r . , \ l  35150.  Wi l l iam w: rs  to ld  by  lhe  se l le r
that the chair had conre fronr Tennessee ancl would l ike to know who
th is  "R.  \ 'oder "  was , ' l ' he  YNL has  checked the  lgg0 Tennessee
census  lnd  a  p r in re  cand i t la te  seems to  be  Con393 l .  Rober t  yoder .b
NIay 1861, s/o i \ tarcus s/o El i  and the only R. yoder visible (besides
an I I  nrontlr  old). Interesting enough, in 1900 this Robert (then in
Knox ( 'o . ) i s  l i s ted  ls  be ing  a  carpenter .  Can anyone te l l  us  more?

El i  Yoder  (1810-1891)  (Con35) .  A  grandson o f  Conrad
Yoder who moved to Tennessee. Ruth Adams Minter of
Maryland, a descendant of Levi 's Tennessee chi ldren,
sent this photo by Priori ty Mail  to the Yoder Reunion
in  H ickory  las t  August .  I t  a r r i ved . ius t  in  t ime to  be
shared with Leon Yoder. a descendalrt  of l-evi 's son's
Calvin who moved to West Virginia after the Civit  War
and whose l ine l ives there st i l l .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ,

Chai r  Made bv  E l i  Yoder  in  1838
and st i l l  in his familv, Presently owned by Donald Adams of
Cleveland, TN. Thanks to Hubert Yoder of Charlotte for furnishing
this photo several years ago. Who would have thunk we'd have
featured this photo with that of a possible grandson?

Y .w4"  # . "  { .

'%
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Q u e r i e s * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The YNL wil l  publ ish Yoder related inquir ies or exchanges at no
charge. Please l imit as possible to include a ful l  return address. Al l
inquir ies are checked against our records to see i f  we can help too. I f
you receive added info, please share i t  with the YNL for our f i les.
Send to: ( lhr is Yoder. 203 Lakeshire Rd.. Batt le Creek.Mi 49015

Ze l la  H ie lman (H i leman)  mar r ied  a  RICHARD YODER about  1923
perhaps in Wayne or Ashland ( lo. in Ohio. She may have come from
Lanclster Co.,Pa- I{er I ' i r ther wns Harvey Heilman (Hileman). Can
anyone tel l  me abotrt this ladv? Reply to: Eva Nlay Yoder, 220 Tioga

l:."; illi'll 3 I 1 il 1 3;i1'.1:l T I : l:l :l.'.':,1 i I 1; . .... . . * * * * * * *
Helping Pat (Simmers) Bondic of Columbia, l l l  f ind her fr iend Tris
Yoder (Nlrs. Ed. ()pinsky) 68 of Ohio- daughter of Rosie Justice and
lra Yoder of Southern,I l ,  l fyou have info, reply to- June Yoder, 1484

::i'i. :-y.* iil i I Jll'."; y :; :::.'.t. . . * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * *
Seeking any info on: Katherine Yoder b. t782-5 d. Juty 10,1859
married John Baker b. 1775, appl ied for a marriage l icense on May 8,
17981798 in Lincoln Co, NC. His parents were: John Becker and
Elizabeth-no known dates. Please reply to: Carrie Mixon, 162

I..'ll':*lj;;*:".lllli.lllli;'.'.-.'.J1.):)."i:.'.'i:i:*ri*l'*l*****
Who was Cather ine  Yoder  (1720-1798)  u 'ho  mar r ied  Anthony  Se l l
(1712-3  Feb 1792 in  Hunt ing ton  Co. ,  Pa) .  On , f  un .7 , l75 l  he  app l ied  to
the land records of Frederick Co..Md for a deed to the land of his
deceased father, Hendrick Sell .  Some of their chi ldren reportedly born
in  York  Co,  Pa.  in  1740 's  and 50 's .  Rep ly  to :  Shawn Gray ,  l l l g  W.
lOth St..  Muncie, IN ;17302, email  O3slgrayldbsuvc.bsu.edu.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Searching for the parents of Anna Maria yoder b.9/19l lg22 Basel,
Switzerland, m.4/1711842 in Stark Co.,OH to Christ ian Conrad,
d. 10122/1875 Green Twp., Wayne Co., bur. Oak Grove Mennonite
Cemetery, Wayne Co.,OH. Her sisters were Francis (Veronica)
(1826-1876)  who m.  Peter  Schmucker  and Barbara  (1g29-1903)  who
m. Michael Schloneger Jr. Replv to Mrs. Glenn Mitchel l ,  5239 Taylor
Rd,, Norton, OH ,1.1203 (\ 'n-L Note- see YA8)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * x * * * * * * * * x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Folks submit t ing Fami lv  Grourr  ln format ion:
L inda Bacon,  Carmel , lN-  Abraham y . /Cather ine  Trou tman (X)
RobertW. Yoder, Aristes,Pa- Abraham y./Catherine Troutman (X)
Allen E.Yoder, Eureka,lVlo- Wm.Brown yoder (OHl34l4)
Wm.E,Yoder,Kutztown,Pa- Wm,D. yoder (Oy,13,156)
Edgar Yoder, Harrisbrrrg,pa- Alfred yoder (82)
Samuel G.Yoder, Shoemakersvi l le,pa- Jacob S,yoder (84)
Man'in W. Yoder, Reading, pa- Manias K. yoder (OHlJ2542)
Margaret E. Stnnley. Lewistown,pa-Joseph p.yoder (yRll7722l
Eva Nlac Barton & Eva Nlae (-r ist,  \ 'ork,pa- Solomon Yoder

( \  R 2 6 t  l e l  ) & ( \ ' R t  2  1 7 3 6 )
Joan T .  Herbanek.  . lacksonv i l le , t i l -  Henry  S  Yoder  (OH 14526)
Gordon Yoder ,  Da l las ,  TX-  Amos Yoder  ( \ 'R l2a36)
Fred A. Yoder, Fountain Hil ls, AZ- Denis p.yoder (yR2512,{61)
Max L. Dinges, Marietta,Pa- El ias yoder (?OH 13J34)
Alvan L.Mil ler, Aragon,Ga.-Reuben yoder (yR2337a)
Sar i r  \ ' .Sharad in ,  lV lcC lure ,pa-  Henry  S .  yoder  (OH14526)
Hat ten  S. \ 'oder  , l r . ,Be thesda,  MD-  Andrew K lock  yoder  (OH 132352)
Rober t  E .Ke l le r ,  Temple ,  pa-  ?Adam yoder ,  (OY4JJ2 l )
Car l  Yoder ,  Wi l ton , ( l t - . fohn yoder  (yB l372b)
La NIae Perez, Annandale, NJ- , lacob Yoder (Oy4379)
Gwen Yoder, Rahway, N,l- Abraham y./Catherine Troutman(X)
Char lcs  B .  Yoder ,  Doug lasv i l le ,pa-  C-ommodore  K.  yoder  (y8256b)
Maynard  A. \ 'oder .  Nor r is tow,n ,pa-  Henry  K .  yoder  (yB lJ5 l34)
I la r i l l  n  \ la rk le r ' .  Pennshurg .  pa-  Ben ja  min  Yoder

m.  Br ig i t ta  Hausnran (AR)
Ruth Yoder DeLong, Fleetwood,pa- Henry S. yoder (OHl,1526)
I\ Iary Beth Banning,Ankeny, lowa- George D.yoders(M23)

YODER NEWS NOTES:
-Michael L.Yoder is Executive Assistant to tndianapolis

Mayor and Gubernatorial candidate Stephen Goldsmith.(Contr ib.bv
Galen  Yoder )

-Heidi Yoder, San Francisco, displays an Afr ican Sr.nburst on
her lower back, in an Associated press story on the new fad of..bodv
brand ing" .

-The Yoder addit ion to the Music Hall  at Bluffton College wil l
be dedicated before long. l t  was the result of a large contr ibution bv
Allen Yoder Jr. Mr. Yoder (YR2338362a), former president of Jayco
Inc , ,  was  1993 Recreat iona l  Veh ic le  Indus t ry . .Execut ive  o f  the  Year , '
(contr ib, by Rachel Kreider)
x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x x x x * * * * * * * * r *
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1996 Yoder Data On Disk Update Announced!
The Yoder data on Disk has grown to 85 documents total l ing

over 2.7 megabytes of family group, baptismal, courthouse and other
Yoder records from the t lS and Europe, Our 1996 update adds one
generation of family group data for Oley, Mennonite and Amish
Yoder l ines, expanding the famil ies to include those who had their
f irst chi ld by 1880. l t  also updates the corresponding spousal index,
adds C-ourthouse information from Berks Co,Pa and Elkhart and
LaGrange Co.,In.,  and two new directories with yoder Census data
f rom:  PA-  I790 th ru  1850,  1870;  OH-  1820-1860;  lN-  1820-18601
and with Yoder Newsletter text and index from issues #20-26,

Thanks to David l 'oder of Evanston,l l .  for help with the
typing, rnd to Dorothy Yoder Coffman, whose Census work was the
major source of the new census subdirectory.

The two disk set may be ordered from the YNL for $5 (postage
inc luded:

Will you help in a YODER "Gutenberg Project?
The "Gutenberg Project", named after the f irst mass printer

the Bible, is a "cyberspace" project started by a professor at I l l inois
Benedict ine College. His goal is to convert 10,000 of the most used
cl:rssical rr 'orks from paper into "digital" form (meaning to rnake thcm
readab le  on  a  computer )  by  the  year  2001.

The Yoder Newsletter has taken great and continuing efforts to
assenrble reference inforrnation about the Yoder familv and to make i t
avai lable (virtual ly for free) to one and al l .  We intend to continue
these efforts in data gathering and conversion. The "Yoder Data on
Disk" represents a large amount of information, but i t  is only a
fract ion of what could be made avai lable from our f i les should we
have more volunteer help to do the typing/ or scanning. In order to
expand these Yoder f i les, the YNL is launching the "Yoder

Gutenberg Project".. . .  i t 's success wil l  be direct ly proport ional to the
level of assistance which r ises from you our readers.
To offer your help contact Chris Yoder, 203 l-akeshire Rd., Batt le
C reek, M I, l  9 0 I  5 o r 7 57 57 .$7 fd co m p u s e rv e. c o m.

VOLT]NTEERS WANTED: DO YOU TYPE?

ADVENTT]RES IN C]\ 'BERSPACE .. .
The Yoder Archive at "Genealogy On-Line" continues to

thrive. The Yoder Archive is located in directory
"/pub/genealogy/surnames/YoDER". Al l  85 f i les found in the "Yoder

Data On Disk" are avai lable to be accessed and copied at no charge.
In addit ion. we have establ ished two sub-directories "fr"NL" and
'YCENSUS". Internet access is avai lable either by www, or by
anonymous ftp at emcee.com. There is also a "/ incoming"

subdirectory establ ished into which Yoder researchers can upload
their own Yoder research documents.

' l 'hrough 
the nronth of February I996, over 2700 individual f i le

copies have been downloaded by people around the world. People
have accessed the archives fronr the United States, Canada, Japan and
Denmark.
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l v : r  Yoder  Burkhard ,  age 100,  d ied  Nov.6 ,  1996 (a  month  and

22 days  shor t  o fher  l0 ls t  b i r thday) .  Reuben Yoder ,  her  b ro ther  d ied
in  Texas ,  aged 91 , la te r  tha t  same month  wh i le  v is i t ing  h is  daughter .
(See photo in YNL 25, page 8). Reuben has been a strong supporter
of the Yoder Newsletter since i t 's founding and contr ibuted to the
restoration of the Bishop Christ ian C. Yoder Cemetery in Somerset
C-ounty, Pa.

The son of their cousin Ray S Yoder and Lett ie Dil lon, Otho B.
Yoder of Saugatuck, Michigan, died Dec. 6,1996 at the Holland
Michigan Community Hospital,  age 87. Otho was the father of Yoder
Newsletter Editor Chris Yoder, and the husband of Phyl l is Pamperien
Yoder. He worked for ALCOA as a metalurgist for 43 years, serving
in Pa., Tn., lowa, Japan, and Netherlands. He was a member of the
state record sett ing Elkhart High relay team of 1926 which held the
Indiana record for over 40 years. He was an avid golfer who shot a
hole in one nt the West Shore Golf Course, Douglas, Mi, He shot a
hole in one in l i fe. as well .

Yoder Reunion to Honor Ancestor
On July 20, 1996, the day of the Oley Yoder Family Heritage

Trai l  Reunion, a permanent marker wil l  be unvei led at the rear of the
Pleasantvi l le [Jnion Cemetery in honor of immigrants Hans and Yost
Joder. This bronze plaque wil l  be mounted either on an old mil l  stone
or a f ield stone. Donations for the erection of the plaque wil l  be
accepted during the unvei l ing. Any surplus wil l  be applied to the
cemetery maintenance and preservation. Individual and group
photos, with the marker, wi l l  be avai lable during the cemetery tour,
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YODER NEWS NOTES:
-Michael L,Yoder is Executive Assistant to Indianapolis

Mayor and Gubernatorial candidate Stephen Goldsmith.(Contr ib,by
Galen Yoder)

-Heidi Yoder, San Francisco, displays an Afr ican Sunburst on
her lower back. in an Associated Press storv on the new fad of "bodv

branding".
-The Yoder addit ion to the Music Hall  at Bluffton Colleee wil l

be dedicated before long. I t  was the result of a large contr ibution by
Allen Yoder Jr. Nlr.  Yoder (YR2338362a), former president of Jayco
Inc.. was 1993 Recreational Vehicle Industrv "Executive of the Year".
(contr ib. bv Rachel Kreider)

LORENZO THONIAS YODER CANDY CRIMPER
by Elcy D. Brooks

I 'm enc los ing  a  copy  o f  an  ad  fo r  n  candy  c r imperwh ich  was
invented by my grandfather, Lorenzo Thomas Yoder. Today we cal l
the confection made by the machirte "r ibbon candy". Grandfather
sold his candy is a store in Pit tsburgh and mother remembered him
distr ibuting his wares by horse and buggy in smaller communit ies
surrounding Pittsburgh.

( irandfather had a sweet tooth and loved fresh coconut.
Derby hats were also a passion, and he wore one whereever he went.
()n a part icularly windy and rainy day, he had purchased a coconut
which he carr ied in a bag in one hand, holding an umbrel la in the
other to protect his favorite hat. A gust ofwind threatened to remove
his Derby, and throwing his hand up to catch i t-  forgett ing the bag
with the coconut- he knocked himself out at the corner of Smithf ield
and Fifth Avenues in Pittsburgh! Mother always said her father was
a bit  absent minded u.hen he was thinking about an invention, and I
have often wondered i f  i t  was the candy crimper which precipitated
the  inc ident .

By the way, Lorenzo T. Yoder was the younger brother of
Major ( lharles Theodore Yoder who was featured in YNL #18
(Oct .9 l ) .  H is  p ic tu re  appears  on  page 4  o f  tha t  i ssue,  seated  on  the
right.
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YODER NAME ITEMS WANTED!
I 'm look ing  fo r  ANYTHING which  has  "Yoder "on  i t  fo r  d isp lay ,
ordering, or i tems for sale at our , l6th NC Yoder Reunion in Arrgust.
Contact: Bi l l  Yoder,2'707 Zion Church Rd.,Hickon, NC 28602-
9732. Phone 1 04-29 4-3186
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The 45th Isaiah Yoder Family Reunion was held , lun.24-25, 1995 at
the Sycamore Grove Mennonite Church in Garden City, Missouri,
People interested in future events should contact: Margie & Dick
Ross, l00l Terry Rd., Augusta, MO 63332, phone (314),182-,1885
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

YODER RELATED BOOKS
Yoder Newsletter lssues I Throush 25 - bound 240 page

volume includes a topical index of major art icles, an "every name
index". Order from: The Yoder Newsletter. P.O.Bor -s9,1. Goshen. IN
46527. (Price $25 plus $3 postage and handling for each book).

Reuben Yoder Family and i t 's Ancestrv by Chris Yoder, 1983.
Reuben Yoder was the son of two generations of Anrish Bishops irr
Somerset ( iotrnty,Pa...  both named Christ ian Yoder. Copies have
recently come out of storage and are again avai lable. $7 each postage
pnid from: Chris Yoder, 203 Lakeshire Rd., Bntt le Creek.MI 49015.

Amish Immisrants of Waldeck and Hesse by John Byler.
Special Offer for YNL Readers- Amish Immigrants of Waldeck and
Hesse, 23lpgs. 263 Amish immigrants-including several Yoders, 52
different surnAmes. Regular price $22 ( inc. P&H)... for YNL readers
only $17.50. ( in quanti ty- 6 for $7S-postpaid).f)rder from John M
Byler, 5845-8 CR 80 Rt 3, Frederickstown, OH ,13019.

* * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

NEVS-HERALD, Perkasic, Pa.'

IVednccday, July 5, 1995

Yothers Familt

Holds Reunion
The Bucks County Yothers family

held their Tlst Reunion on June 4 at
the Haycock Mennonite Church
Grove, Quakertown, with 54 p€ople
present.

Dan Hunsberger, Perkasie,
president of the Yothers femily,
awarded the following prizes: the
oldet person pr€sent was Naomi
Yothers, Souderton, age 90 yeers.
The youngest person was Rebekab
Hackman, age 1l months, daughter
of Dennis and Ketrins (Miller)
Hackman, Quakertown.

Chad Benner, Silverdale and Kelly
Deily, Bath, were the winners of the
traditional guessing games.

The immigrant of this family was
Hans Yoder and 17U is likely the
year in which he *ttled at the Great
Swamp, near Coopersburg. He
purehased 99 acres lrom Joseph
Krowden of Trevose in u20 for 15
pounds.

Ttre Yoders were Mennoniles and
Hans Yoder, his wife Anna and son
Hans Jr. donated the land to the
Saucon Mennonite Meeting House
which was brected circa u38. Many
of Hans Yoder's'decendants are
buried there.

Yoder's grandson, Jacob Yoder,
changed his name to Yothers. AII of
the Bucks County Yothers families
are his descendants.

The officers are as follows:
P res iden t -Dan  Hunsbe rge r ,
Perkasie; Vice Pr€sident-John M.
Hunsberger, Perkasie; Secretary-
T reasu re r -A l ve rna  (Yo the rs )
Hunsberger, Apple Butter Road,
Perkasie and Secretary of
Hlstorical Records, Zenta Benner-
Perkasie.

Pastor David Miller, Quakertown
asked the blessing before the 5 p.m.
meal. The next reunion will beleld
the first Sunday in June 1906.
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