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"southern Hospitality" Greets Yoders at
National Reunion

As the Saturday program inside the Catawba County

Courthouse came to An end, the assembted crowd of around 250

people joined in a heartfelt  and moving chorus of "Faith of Our

Fathers". They sang As one voice, with an emotion which was evident

and noted by many. Earl ier, Virgi l  Yoder had presented his sl ide show

of Joder historical si tes in the Old World and America. A panel made

up of members of dif ferent branches of the family had given an

historicat overview of the major Yoder immigrant l ines to America'

This wns but one o[ several events which took place when over

one hundred Yoders from around the country, almost al l  of them

YNL readers, were welconred and feated by the "Yoders of North

Carol ina" in Hickory, NC frorn 11-13 August.
I t  had al l  begun the day before. Cnr by cnr, Yoders began to

check in to the Econo Lodge in Hickory' Few of these folks knew

anyone else present. Soon people were congregating in the lobby of the

motel, getting acquanited and sharing Yoder lore. Over the space of

the next two days, these strangers shared bus tours, programs'

barbeques, and songs. They worshiped with their North Carol ina
cousins in the Grace and Zion Lutheran Churches. They celebrated
their fanri l ies, the love which binds one generation to the next, and the
related blessings they have received in their own l ives. What began as
a gathering of strangers moved with surprising speed to a warm and
deeply felt fellowship.

After the pot luck menl on Sunday, there was a t inge of

emotion in the voices of many of the the speakers. When Eva Mae

Crist of York, Pa and her 92 year old ntother Eva Yoder Barton

paired to sing several devotional sotlgs, many were nroved to tears.
It  was a wonderf ir l  event, universal ly appreciated and

treasured by those of us who joined in i t .  God Bless the leaders of the
North Carol ina Yoders for their dedication and efforts which brought

the "Gnthering of the Yoder/Joder Clan" to such a successful

::: :';:'1".1 ; . . !i:: ff :: :::ii: : :: lff.': i;:*11 :1..... * * * * * * * * * * *
Yoder House Groundbreaking Scheduled ! !

& John Yoder House Restorotion see page 3

Steffisburg Joder Emigr6 Clues in France!

In the January 95 issue of Mennonite Family Life, J '  Virgi l

Miller of Sarasota, Florida introduced his translation of a list of early

Anabaptists who were buried in the Alsace at Fortelbach (the

German name for the town)/Fertrupt (the French town name)' This

l ist ing had been discovered by Erwin Hochstatt ler of Cologne,

Germany in the Archives du Haut-Rhin in Colmar' France'

For a student of the Otd World Joders, this l ist ing had clues

which begged to be explored. The focus of this community of Swiss

Anabaptists was the vi l lage of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines. They sett led in

this area under the leadership of Jacob Ammann himself,  founder of

the Amish sect. Jacob Amman and his followers left Switzerland in the

early 1690s and soon settled in the Alsace. Joder's from Steffisburg'

Switzerland were known to be fol lowers of Jacob Amntann, but the

detai ls of their migrations are rrot well  establ ished'
The burial records of Fortelbach (Fertrupt) include direct

references to Joders and related Stellisburg families living at the town

of Rappoltsweyler (Ribeauvi l le in French). Over a period of decades,

most of the Amish teft  this area due to persecution, and the

Map Complements of Dr. Delbert Gratz continucd on prage 6.......;;;ffi 
ffi; ffi;ffi ;::il;;........

Identitv Established

In YNL #2, Dorothy Yoder Coffman contr ibuted an art icle

about Melchior Yoder, one of our least documented early Yoders'

Dorothy had become interested in Melchior because the origins of her

ancestor William Yoder (who married Mary Longacre) qggnleg[ to lead

back in his direct ion through Greene County in Southwestern
Pennsylvania.

Dorothy spent many years of research attempting to f ind proof

of the ancestry of Wil l iam. In the process' she made a wonderful

contr ibution to al l  Yoders by assembling and publishing Yoder census
records from Pennsylvania and Ohio. I t  was her assembling of county
tax records which provided the clue (see YNL #24) which seems to

establ ish the identi ty of the Jacob Yoders of SW Pa as the son of

Melchior. Jacob appears in the Jefferson Twp., Greene Co., Pa tax

continucd on pagc 7

tions to America occurred from these further settlements. This
//.#r,&j'g.r<ffi ,i":---r,.\,!.'@l)(r:'.-.:.;/tr\'1ia::i:;i(<':/:ll7Yoder Bus Tour Visits Grace Church Cemetery



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The Yoder Newsletter- Founded 1983 by

Ben F Yoder (1913-1992); Chris Yoder & Rachel Kreider
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

FROM THE EDITORS

Chris Yoder, Editor, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; John W. Yoder,

Circulat ion Manager, Middlebury'IN; Rachel Kreider, Senior

Contr ibuting Editor. Other Contr ibutors: John W. Yoder; Richard

H. Yoder, Bechtelsvi l le, PA; Hubert A. Yoder, Charlotte'  NC;

Dorothy Yoder Coffman, Malvern, PA; Dr. Don Yoder, Devon, PA;

Neil  Wil fong, Cleveland, NC; and Dr. Delbert Gratz, Bluffton, OH
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

SEND YNL CORRESPONDENCE:
-Dealing with circulat ion issues such as new or renewed

subscript ions, changes of address, orders for back issues to: Yoder

Newsletter, P.O. Box 594, Goshen, lN 46527-0594.
-Dealing with ancestral queries or contr ibutions for future YNLs or

archives (such as reunion notices, letters to the Editor, copies of Bible

records or other historical information) to: Chris Yoder, Unit 61306,
Box 56, APO AE 09803-1306 (al low 3-4 weeks for reply) (or by
electronic rn ail to " 7 57 57 .337 l @,co m ptr serve.cont " 

).
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
YNL PRICE INFOR}TATION $$$$

The YNL subscript ion is on an nnnual basis and the rate is $3.

BACK ISSUES of the YNL are $l per issue. A bound set of back

issues l-25 is avai lable for $25 plus $3 postage and handling). These

may be ordered fronr the Goshen YNL address.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Thanks to: David Yoder of Evanston, I l  for helping with the typing of
the Yoder Data Update; Ruth Mil ler for helping with mail ings in
Goshen; Dorothy Yoder Coffman for offering her Yoder census data
for addit ion to Yoder Data on Disk; Rich Yoder of West Chester for
sending YNL group sheets with the 95 Oley Yoder Reunion mail-outs.
* * * t t * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

YNL HARDBOUND
In  August  1995,  the  YNL

SET PUBLISHED

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

w@
EMBLE IN II.IYADH. SAUDI ARABIA

( left  to r ight) Ron Yoder (of Y1i"23975 l ine), Lt.  Rick Yoder (of
01114526 l ine), Mrs. & Mr. Dnvid Yoder (of Frederick Yoder l ine
described in YNL 25), and Chris Yoder (of YR2337a l ine) get together
for an Arabic meal in Riyadh. Rick, who was in Riyadh to command
a Patr iot missle battery, showed a video from his family visi t  to
Switzerland. Missing from this photo is Tim Yoder from Ft. Wnyne,
also of Riyadh, who could not attend.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * l

Letters:
To  The Pr r t i c ip ln ts  o f  the  1995 C lan  Gather ing  in

Hickory/Ncwton, NC- Thank you for honorirrg rrs with your presence.

event was a highl ight of my l i fe. I 'm so glad I 'm a Yoder!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * . . . . . - Jo. ti I - .".ti :"-t-: J:i y; J.o-l t-: 
. . . -

Victor Yoder is celebrating his 94th birthday on Oct. l5. He is the
youngest and only l iv ing chi ld of Isaac C. and Hannah (Tee) Yoder,
and grandson of Henry S. and Hannah Yoder, Victor married
Elizabeth Townsley of Reading, Pa. in 1927 and they had six chi ldren.
Victor moved the family fronr Pennsburg, Pa to Phoenix, AZ in the
late fort ies and he now resides there. He is hnle and hardy and enjoys
hearing from kin-folk near and far. His address is: c/o Sweet

Yiil llll lif lJ;.:i::? :ill'ill I i:::::'*'* * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * *
Special Offer for YNL Rcnders- Anrish Inrnrigrants of Waldeck and
Hesse.  23 lpgs .  263 Anr ish  in rnr ig r ln ts - inc lud ing  severa l  Yoders ,  52
different surnrmes. Regular price $22 ( inc. P&H)... for YNL readers
only $17.50. ( in quanti ty- 6 for $75-postpaid).Order from John M
Byler,5845-8 CR 80 Rt 3, Frederickstorvn, OH 43019.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

YODER RELATED BOOKS
Descendants of Frederick Srvartzendnrber 1825-1895 and

Sarah Yoder  1829-1867 by  Es ther  S .  G l ick  nnd Caro lyn  S.  Nafz iger .
Th is  n ice ly  done h l rdbnck  gencn logy  inc ludes  bo th  an  ances t ra l
history for this early Johnson Co., Ia Nlerrrroni le chur.ch leirder and
his wife, nnd theia dcsccmln-fiTif:ITn-SJlT?flrlvtrSTfffiignrfrTT-Bhhop
Christ ian Yoder Jr of the Glades in Sornerset County, Pa (YR2337).
544 pages, indexed. The book ctn be ordered fronr: Esther S. Gtick,
1414 Hampton Circle, Goshen, IN 46526 for $29.95 plrrs $5 for
postage and handling.

Yoder  News le t te r  Issues  I  Through 25  -  bound 240 page
vo lume inc ludes  a l l  YNL issues ,  a  top ic l l  index  o f  n ra jo r  a r t i c les  and
An "every name index", Order fronr: ' fhe 

Yoder Newsletter, P.O.Box
594, Goshen, IN 16527. (Price $25 plus $3 posttge and handling for
each book).

Plensantvi l le Union Cenreterv-A Photogrnphic Review from
Richard  H Yoder ,47  Bnuse Road,  Bechte lsv i l le ,  PA 19505.  $6  p lus  $ l
for postage and hrndl ing. (The old cenretery of the Oley Valley
Yoders).

Black SDider Over Tiegenhof. A nerv historical novel by James
D. Yoder, involving the experiences of a N,lennonite family l iv ing in
f l i t ler 's Gernrany. (Price $10.95 plus $2.50 P&H. Order from: Heratd
Press, 616 Wnlnut Ave., Scottd:r le, Pa 15683).
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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pub l ished a hardbound
compilat ion of our f irst 25 issues.
This nttract ively bound 240 Page
volume includes a topical index of
major art icles at the front, and an
l8 page "every nalne index" at the
back.

Copies may be ordered from:
The Yoder Newsletter, P.O.Box
594, Goshen, IN 46527. (Price $25
plus $3 post:rge and h:rndl ing for
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each book).
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

"series By Yoder"--Thanks to : Helen Slrerck of Wooster and
Mary Stutzman of Peebles,OH for identi fying "Series by Yoder" as a

product of YODER BROTHERS, INC of Barberton,OH.

Is orrr face red! We outl ined this f irm in YNL #15.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

(CORRECTION TO DATA IN YNL 24 article- Dates of birth for
Jacob and his wife El izabeth are shown on the chart on page 5 as l78l
for El izabeth and 1775180 for Jacob. These should be l77l for
El izabeth and c1770 for Jacob.)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * ; k * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

TYPING HELP NEEDED- Do you type and hnve a computer? We
are continuing to enter data for the next issue of YODER DATA ON
DISK. We expect to double the amount of informntion with the spring
release. I f  you'd l ike to help, contact Chris Yoder !
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Present version of Yoder Data on Disk (1.2 meg)-can be ordered from
YNL for 55.50. (3.5" High Density unless otherwise specif ied).
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

)



WELCOME YODER FAMILY
July 20, 1996

Hans and Yost Joder (Yoder) Family Heritage
Trai l

Oley Valley-Pleasanfville, PA
"We started here" in 1714

Visit  and hear the history at the original si tes:
-Hans' Joder Homestead (YNL #1, 5, 14, 15, l6)
-Yost Joder Hamestead (YNL #1, 5, 16, l7)
-The Yoder Family Cemetery (YNL #16,19,23)
-Hans Jr 's Original Honre- Covered Bridge
-Jacob and Maria Keim Yoder l louse (YNL #9, 16)
-Lobachsvi l le Mil l-Last Opernted by Clarence Yoder
-Daniel Yoder Papernri l l
-The Crooked Dnm
-Oley Forge Site (YNL #16)
-Hans Jr 's/Griesemer's Mil l /Covered Bridge (YNL#If ,  16)
-Samuel Yoder/ Zook Farm (YNL #14, 16, l7)

Guided Bus Tour, Picnic Lunch, Evening banquet.
Are You Interested?? Complete and return f l ier
'  to: Yoder Reunion Assoc,. 415 State St..  Pottstown.PA. 19464
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
El izabeth  B Yoder  Ce lebrn tes  90 th  On Sunday,  Ju ly  16 ,  1995,  fami ly
members attended the 90th birthdly party of El izabeth B. yoder, of
West Chester, PA. Mrs. Yoder is the wife of Walter Reuben Yoder
(f899-1978), son of Henry Cleaver Yoder nnd Grnndson of Henry S.
Yoder of Pleasantvi l le, PA. In attendance were I I  of Mrs. Yoder's 13
chi ldren (2 deceased), 35 grandchildren, 30 great-grandchildren and
their sporrses.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

JOHN YODER HOUSE RESTORATION

The honre of John S Yoder (\ 'R12577), bui l t  in 1869, is bel ieved to be
the f irst bui l t  in rvhat is norv thc vi l lagc of Suglrcreek. I t  was moved
from its originl l  si te to i ts nerv loclt ion on May 9, 1995 by the Mast
Construction Co.( lssisted by n synrbol ic terrm of seven Belgian
horses). Efforts by the Anish l{eri t lge Foundation are underway to
restore i t  as :r l lst ing menrori l l  to the vi l l : rge of Sugarcreek and i ts
Amish  communi ty .  Tax  deduct ib le  g i f t s  shou ld  be  sent  to :  Amish
Heritage Foundation, Box 70,1, Srrglrcreek, OH 41681. (A $250 gif t
enti t les donor to l  "Yoder I{orne Scrapbook" documenting the
relocation and restoration. Sponsors: Gold-$1000; Si lver-$750; and
Bronze-$350 wil l  receive n plnqrre nnd their nanre wil l  be included on

i*ll: il il:J:::: I:ll';l. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

YODER HOUSE Ground Breaking Ceremony
Oct.  21,  1995

The Ground Breaking Ceremony for the Yoder House is
scheduled for 2pnr Saturday, Oct. 21, 1995 at Penn Alps, Spruce
Forest Art isan Vi l lage, Grantsvi l le, Md, Representatives from each
Yoder immigrant family are expected to take part.  EVERYONE IS
WELCOME at this excit ing, informatiorral and inspir ing program.

Neatly stacked and Begging to be Used

Earl ier this year, several dozen yoders met to clean. remove
nails, and in true Yoder fnshion stack neatly this beauti ful ly
weathered wood to be used in the project. The National yoder
Reunion in North Carol inl provided the spark for increased fund
raising successes, Over $12,000 in mnteri :r l  has been gathered and
hopes are to have $30,000 in cash by the date ofthe ground breaking.

Spruce Forest is a 501-C-3 orgnnization and wil l  provide a tax
exempt receipt for donations. Memberships are being taken in various
amounts, ranging from $25 ( individual for one year) to $1,500 (couple
for l i fe). For a fund-r:r ising and informational brochure, write: yoder
I louse Project, Spruce Forest Art isnn Vi l lage, 177 Casselman Road,
Grantsvi l le, MD 21536. (The project has been incorporated under the
ti t le "House of Yoder, Inc" - Contact Kenneth L yoder (301) 89S-
5687 with any questions you may have about these impressive efforts.
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *Queries* * * * * r* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i  * * i
The YNL wil l  publ ish Yoder related inquir ies or exchanges at no
charge. Please l imit as possible to include a ful l  return address, Alt
inquir ies are checked against our records to see i f  we can help too. I f
you receive added info, please share i t  with the yNL for our f i les.
Send to: Chris Yoder, Unit 61306 Box 56. ApO AE 09803-1306
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
WHERE IS H.A. Yoder Jr? ln 1985 we ran a query by H A
Yoder Jr of Washington, D.C. Does anyone know how we may reach
him or any member of his family?? We have Civi l  War pension
information to share with hinr which helps anwer his questions.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Seeking information on Wil l iam Yoder born late 1700's or early
1800's. married Mary Longacre. Son Daniel b. 1819/1820. m Sarah
Clark. Wil l inm was in Carrol l  Co, OH in 1840.- Clyde Pinkley, 2063
Springhi l l  Dr.,  Columbus, OH 43221 (see art icle t tr is issue for answer)
* * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Wanted: Information on family of David H. Yoder (b. 3/2811859), son
of Absalom, m Amanda Barkman. Contact: Marvin J Yoder, RD 1,
Box 195, Sal isbury, Pa 15558. (Per YNL-YR26182)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * *
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thanks to f ,sther Strock for tel l ing us about this



Events At The

While Yoders enjoyed a barbecue supper olr the east side of the Catawba
County Courthouse, the travelling Vietnam Wall was on the west side-',-
bearing the names of Bruce A, Yoder, Larry E. Yoder, James S. Yoder.

Dr. J. Larry Yoder

As t tConrAd"

Yoder History Panel and who each covered, from left :  Kenneth Yoder (YR2), Paul
Marshall  Yoder (YRl, YRC), Neal Wilfong (Conrnd), Chris Yoder (Melchior,
YRB); Terry Yoder (OIey); Carl Yoder (Mennonite Yoders); Ted Yoder (Conrad)

Ted Yoder and sister
Joyce Cockman
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Virgi l  Yocler with Yoder Fanri ly of rg
NC President, Rachel Hahn Kennedy 
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virgi l  yo6er,s Excel lent Sl ide Shorv crist Yoder of B:r l t ic, ohio lool<s on at Conrad Yoder Memorial

Visit ing Yoders Welconred at Lodging

Eva Mae Cr ist  and Eva Yoder Barton Sinq

Attentive Audience Watches



Yoder Reunion

Delicious Pot Luck- Complenrents of The North Carol irra Yoders Stone of Col. George M. Yoder (1826-1920) at Grace
Church Cemetery. First historian of the North Carol ina
Yoders,  the present Rerrrr ions grew up al 'orrr rd h is

g ra  . .  
" t t t " t " t  b i r t hday  ce l cb ra l i on '
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Reunion Goers Joined in Srrndny Worship at Grace
Church (above) and Zion Clrurch.

Gerald M. Yoder presents a check for the yoder House to
Kenneth L. ,  Gerald A., and Esther yoder

Shirts (both forest green). Limited quanti ty left  of National Reunion
T-shirt  $13 (Large or XL only). lVi l l  take orders for Polo shirt  with
Jost Joder Crest. Shirts rvi l l  be ordered i f  suff icient demand.
Otherwise yorrrcheck wil l  be returned. Indicnte Size Desired- adrr l t
S,M,L,XL,XXL. Polo Shirt  $22. Write to: Yoder Frmily in NC, P O
Box 10281 Mountain Vierv St:rt ion, Hickory, NC 28602

Dr. J. Larry Yodcr, lllrs. Barlon, Edith Godfrcl, Mrs. Dr. Yodcr, Eva l\lxc Crist,
Mrs.  and Mr.  l {anin J.  Yodcr.  Mrs.  Clcnlcnt  Hahn. Evclvn Buchhol tz



Jost and Nicolas Joder, sons of Caspar Joder and Margret Henning of Steffisburg, Switzerland

JostJoder bll/2011607 m. Oct.l4, 1642 Anna Trachsel

Hans Anna
b.4l2tll641 b.4/1911616
m.7 l l 71167 l
Catherine Risscr

Vcrena Peter
b.9lr2ll617 lr.1649
m. N. Rupp m. 1211311684

stahli (?)

Jakob
b.1111t652
rn. l/9/1685
Verena
Kaufmann
(s)

Anna
b.7n7n653
m. 12113/1680
Christian
Blank
(sx6)(8)

Barbara
b. 10/28/1655
m. N. Berger

Christian
b. s/l0/1657
m.3/10/168,1
Barbara
Gerber
(sx7)(10)

Caspar
b.  cI664
m. ll2ll168l
Verena
Stauffcr
(1)(sx11)

Catherin
b.71811666
m. l/9/1685
Hans RupJr

(s)

Nicolas Joder b31251L609 m Oct.14, 1642 Anna Trachsel

Barbara
b.31811644
m. 113011666
Hans Rupp

continucd from page I

importnnt f inding, however, does help demonstrate a part of the

migration pattern for the Steff isburg Amish (Joders apparently

included) as they left  their Swiss honreland. In this art icle we' l l

identi fy some of the most signif icant of the burial records and then

l ist some of the related records which are grounds for a speculat ive
t inking Steff isburg Joder fnmily of around 1690.

SIGNIFICANT FORTELBACH RECORDS:

"VrenA Hochstatt ler in, single woman' l iv ing with Michael Blank, her

brotlrer- in-lnw, d. Nov.20,l74l,  age lbout 25, after an extended i l lness

of  14  weeks"  (b  c I716)

"Hans Blank. l iv ing at the noble-rnan's mil l  nt Rappoltsweyler,

d. Dec. 23, 11 42, age :rbout 9 l  "  (b. c I  653)

"Michael Roth of Sterrhansbtrrg, nri l ler nt Hofrath Kroeber's nl i l l  at

Rappoltsweyler, d. Apr. l l ,  17rlzl '  age about 72" (b. cI672)
"Johannes Blank, mil ler at the Herrenmuhl at Rappoltsweyler, b. at

Stephansbrrre in Canton Bern' d'  Dec.l8, l744, age about 66"

(b  c1678)

"BRrbara Stauffer, widow of David Ommel, stnying with Nicki Blank'

b .  Canton  Bern ,  d .  Feb,17 ,1745,  age abot r t  91"  (b '  c1654)

"Anna Imhofin of Hohenburg in Canton Bern, staying with Michael

Blank (auf der Matten, in the mendow) d. Arrg. 4,1741, age about 50"

(b. c1697)

"fu!i4Jg!!g!, single, from the region of Bcrn, d' Apr.l4,l750' age

between 64 and 65, bu. in Fortelbach" (b c1685-6)

"Nicholas BIank of Rappoltsweyler, formerly a mil ler, b. in

Ster rhansburs  in  Canton  Bern ,  d .  A t rg .  3 ,  1753,  and was bu .  on  the  5 th

o f the  same month  here  in  For te lb lch ,  nge abot t t  61"  (b .  c1692)

Annegrct Jost Salomca
b.4/r0/1653 b. l /13/1655 b.4/13/1656
m.211011673 m. l /9/1685 m.3/7/1678
Utli Risscr Barbara Rupp Hans Gcrbcr

(4X6Xl2) (3Xe)

Anna Caspar
b.  { /13/1645 b.614l161a
m. 1l7l167D m. ll711670
Hans Bcrger Anni Zaugg

Adam Hans
b. 7 t2211650 b.7/2211650
m. 1191167l m. 3/9/1688
Barbara Anna Eicher
Ochsenbcin
(2)

Magdalene
b.212911652
m.412611689
Pctcr  Me)cr

(1)- Great gran4father of Michacl yorlcr, 1825 immigrant to Somcrsct county, Pa rvhosc father Samucl rvrole in 1806 from Germany to his "Dcar Cousins" (YR23

and yR25);(2)- parcnts of Hans and yost yodcr, Rcformcd Church scttlers to thc Olcy Vallcl of Berks Co., PA- first Yoders in America; (3)-Labclcd as Ababaptist

in 1691; (4) suspccted as baptist in 1690; (5) id€ntificd in 1690 court records as suspectcd Anabaptists; (6) Staatltsarchivs of Bcrn record of 7/16/1690 "lhe

govcrnmcnt orders the provincial governor of Traschselwald to find out whether the Anabaptists Jost Joder and Christian Blank of Stciffisburg' as havc becn

Ieportcd, are sta)ing in Schangnau and rvhethcr thel,took their capital with them..."; (7) Thc Staadtsarchivs of Bcrn rccord'l/8/1695 "The Anabaptist Christian

Joder of Stcffisburg, has left the country. For rhe property hc took along he must pay t 5o/o iee of 10 lbs(?)"; (8) A Christian Blank was one of the ministers

accompanl,ing Jacob Ammann during his lour of 1693 to seek support for his ideas; (9) A Hans Gerber rvas knorvn to be with Jacob Ammann at Heidclsheim'

Alsace in rTlr; (10) Their son Christian who marricd Margret Cerber settlcd in Eppstein, Gcrmany (sec YNLI0); (11) Their descendants lived in the Spfalz.'

Germany; (12) Possible parents of Barbara Jotter, d. 1750' bur. Fortelbach' Alsacc.

"Chr is t ian  BI : rnk ,  s i l tg le ,  m i l le r  n t  the  Sch lundennruh l  by

Rappo l tswey le r ,  was  bur ied  Aug.12 ,  1760,  age about  69 . "  (b .  c1691)

Other names in the Fortelbach records include ones prominent in

Amer ican Amish  c i rc les  o r  wh ich  appear  in  the  b i r th  records  o f

Steff isburg: Hochst:rt t ler, Gerber, Solnnrer'  Rupp, Risser (Russer) '

Zinrmerman, Gungerich. There is even n Blrbara Amnrin
(?Ammann) ,  w i fe  o f  U l r i ch  Sonrnrers ,  boo l<b inder  n t  the  landhaus who

d ied  in  ch i ldb i r th  in  1743 (age 33) . .

RELEVANT STEFFISBURG ("Stephansburg") JODER RECORDS:

8t291t686

ll4lt685

date chi ld parents

10/16/1681 Chr isten BIanck Chr isten Blanck and
Anna Joder

612111685 Hans Blanck Chl is ten Blanck

and Anna Joder '

sponsors
Hans Russer

Ulr ich Konig
Barblra Stauffer

FIans Rupp Jr
Jost  Joder in Ortbuhl
Blrbara Jmhof

Chr isten Blanck
Kathrin Russer

Snloma Joder

Hans Rupp Jr  in the
Au

Verena Kauffinann
Barbara Gunger ich

Chr ist ian Donen
Rudolf Neuschwender
Barbara Neunschwender

Barbnra Joder Jost  Joder and
Barbara Rupp

Barbara Joder Caspar Joder in the Au Penny Jenny

and Verena Stauf fer  Chr ist ina Murer
Kathr ina Krebs

l2 l2 l l l690 Barbara Blank Chr ist ian Blank and
Anna Joder

(Remark in register  speaks of  Chr ist ian Blanck as a
Anabapt ist ,  the son of  Hans Blank the elder in Riederen)

1012911699 Christian Roth Michel Roth and
Anna Joder
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LISTING OF JODER FAMILIES WHO STOP RECORDING

CHILDREN IN STEFFISBURG BY THE EARLY 1690 S:

Jal<ob Jotlcr m l/9/1685 Vcrcn:r Kiruffmann
Hans b 11/19/16t15
Chr ist ian b 216l l6t ]7
Annr b 9/l6ll68tl

Jost  Jodcr m 1/9/1685 Blrb:r ra Ruplr
Birrbrr:r b 812911686
Anna b Tl l l l6 t l ta
(addi t ional  chi ldrcn per Kar l  Jodcr)
Johann  b  1710
Chl is t i i rn b 17l2

Hans Jodcr m'7l17 l l (> '71 Kathr in Rcusscr
Cnthrin h 712t111612
Annir  b 11251167l
Jost  b 9119/1615

(m Magd:rlenc Gcrbcr (daughtcr of Ilans Gclbcr and S:rlomc Jodcr),
Gutspachtcr in Oggcrshcinr, Gcrnrlnr'. Rcportcd by Krrl Jodcr to havc
gonc to US. YNL has no documcntr t ion of th is)

Btrbrrr  bt l / l . t / l ( r7t l
Christian b 119/1680
Vcrena b 2/72/1682
flans b 3/29/1691
Vcrcnt b J/72/769J

Chr ist ian Jodcr m 3/10/168{ Blrb;r r : r  Gerbcr
Pctcr b 8/2/l6tl5
Chrisrcn b 312011687

(scc "Eppstc in.doc"-  for  thc dcsccndirnts <l f  th is Chr ist ian-Yodcr Data On Disk)

Jost  Joder rn l /9/1680 Chl is t ina Schtccht
Christinr b 5/{/l6tlJ
Hirns b 7/5/1685
Christinl lt3l2lll1681

ANALYSIS:

Looking at  the Stel f isburg records,  the Bnrbara Jot ter  bur ied
at  Forte lbach would seenr to be ei ther the daughter of  Jost  Joder and
Barbara Rupp, or  that  of  Caspar Joder and Vrena Stauf fer .  A futher
review, however,  apparent ly  e l iminatesCaspar and Vrena. They had
another daughter Barbara in 1703 (a s ign that  the f i rs t  Barbara had
died young).  The nanres of  bnt isrnal  sponsors (Risser,  Blank) for  the
daughter of  Jost  re lates nrore di rect ly  to the Stemsburg fami l ies at
Rappol tsweyler ,  and our specul : r t ion is  that  th is was she.

A COMMENT ON THE BLANKS:

The lnrge Anr ish Conrnruni ty l iv ing in the val ley of  Ste.  Mar ie
aux Mines is  said to have moved southward to the area around
Montbel iard.  According to AAMG. John Blank (PKl)  was issued a
passport  at  Montbel inrd France on 5l l l l752 and appeared on the
ships l is t  dated 9l23l l7 52 wi th a Nicholas and Freder ick Blank.  The
names Nichol ls ,  Michael  nnd Chr ist ian (conrmon in Rappol tsweyler)
a lso appear f lnrong the Anr ish f i rs t  Blank generat ions in Anrer ica.

None of  these Blanks in Rnppol tsweyler  appear to be chi ldren
of  Chr ist ian Blank and Annn Joder.  The YNL only has selected
Stef f isburg Blank geburtsregister  records at  hand, but  we feel  an
analysis of  the rern:r in ing ones against  the Forte lbach data would be
product ive.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Mv Dear Joe: and Dear Al ice:, companion volumes edited by
Mabel V and Ivan W Brunk, present the Letters of Al ice Yoder Brunk
and her husband J E Brunk regnrding his adventures as a Mennonite
rel ief worker in Turkey in 1920-21. Two thirds of the proceeds go to
the Mennonite Centr:r l  Conrnri t tee and the balance to the Historical
Committee. Order fronr: Historical Conrnti t tee of the Mennonite
Church, 1700 S. Mnin St.,  Goshen, IN 46526. (Price: $10.95 each or
both for $19.95)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

continucd from pagc 1

records from 1807 onward. Dorothy's Wil l iam shows up in these
same records from l8l4 to 1825...  apparently showing his coming of
legal age for l ist ing in 1814 and then his migration to Ohio before
1827. One might have been able to infer that Wil l iam was a son of
Jacob, but there was nothing to establ ish this as fact.

Now, thanks to the continuing efforts of Carl Yoders of
Yardvi l le, NJ, a letter has come to l ight which clearly identi f ies
Wil l iam as being a son of Jacob Yoders, The letter was writ ten by
Mrs. Mary Mil ler Smith of Washington, Pa in 1927 to Mr. Robert I I
Yoders, at that t ime of Meadvi l le,Pa, I t  l ists the chi ldren of her great-
grandfather (who was Jacob Yoders) as fol lows:

My Dear Cousin; Nov .  6 , ' 27
.... I do not know the name of my great grandfather Yoder. He was

the father of nine children eight boys and one girl. The names of the boys
were as follows: John, Jacob, William , Daniel, Mahlon, Lindsay, Joseph
and George. The daughters name was Elizabeth. She married Zachariah
Sharp. I think I can get the date of her marriage and birlh and death. She
was the mother of six boys. One is still living in Washington and is now in
eightys, he is the last of the family also her youngest child...... His son
John went to Ohio. I do not know about them. Daniel, I think, went to
Aleppo township, Greene Co., Jacob married Phebe Gordon she went
blind. .... Lindsay at one time was recorder in Greene Co. He married a
J orda n of J eff e rs o n.... M y g ra n dfath e r- yo u r g re at g ra n cffath e r-- G eo rg e an d
Joseph married srsfers. Joseph lived at Rice's Landing. Grandfather-
George was married three times. His first wifes child was Elizabeth -
named for his sister. She married a Clutter and lived in Amity...
Grandfathers second wife as I have already told you was a srster to
Joseph's first wife. .... his third wife was Sally Funk..,

.. When I was in Westmoreland Co. about fotty-seven years ago I
mentioned the name Yoders. They called them Yathers.. a sounded like in
ah. I think the same as we called Yoders...., used to hear Aunt Mag Hupp
call some of the Yoders yethers. Now I think Yoders and Yoder are all the
same. One family here in town used to write the name Yoders now is
Yoder....

Yours truly, Mary Miller Smith

It is signif icant to note that Ms. Smith sites an grandson of
Jacob who was st i l l  l iv ing at that t ime. Wil l iam and the other chi ldren
of Jacob have been this man's aunts and uncles' and would certainly
have been know by him. Another scrap of paper in the materinl Carl
gathered (whose note is not known) also l ists Wil l ianr as being a son of
Jacob. Often reselrchers of family history wil l  f ind thtt  certain nf lmes
"run in the family". Wil l ianr 's chi ldren al l  have names which match
the other known sons of Jacob, to wit:  Daniel,  Jacob, Wil l iam Jr,,
James, and Joseph (refer to the chart on page 5 of YNL 24 and the
family group below):

Wiltiam Yoder b. cl794 ml. ca 1809-1819 Greene Co.,PA Mary Longaker
(cal791- >1860<11/15/1867 Carroll Co.,OH) (daughter of Daniel Longacre
and Eve ?Moredock) m2. ? Elizabeth Wm. d af ter  1870.

1)- Daniel Yoder b. 312511820 PA m. 11/13/1845 Carrol l
Co.,OH Sarah Clark ( l l3l l820 OH - 10/2/t881 OH)
d.512111862 Knox Co., OH both bur. Loudenvi l le, OH.
2)- Jacob Yoder b. ea 1824 PA/OII m. l l l1711853 Carrol l
Co.,OH Mary A. Benson enl isted frorn Richland Co, WI
d. r l / lUr863 Memphis TN
3)- Wil l iam Jr. b. 182'7 OH m. 1212111848 Carrol l  Co.,OH to
Mary Jane Huston
4)- James L. Yoder b.3l19l1832 OH m.312211855 Carrol l
Co.,OH to Mary Clark d.612211898 bur. Mech. Pres. Church
5)- Joseph Yoder b. 3l2lll834 OH m. Elizabeth Hardgrove
(1211411834-'114/1904) d. 1l2l l l9l4 Carrol l  Co.,OH both
bur. Mechanistown Pres. Cem.

These points al l  tnken together make i t  clear the question of Wil l iam's
origin has been resolved. We'l l  continue to present the unravel ings of
our Yoder "missing l inks" as they occur and welcome the support of

il.l'li:J:ll,-1'.'l'i:'li:::li.T:lti* **** * * * *** * * ***** * **** * ******x
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hosts at the event, which was br
ar rhe Ercono Lodse on , t. to tiiL" #,lll1 

tl.""l:i""
Attendinganorientationmeetiii:iifY"fJ"?";;i;fii.!!{*ti:""',|1li",o}1?".]."1f"li3l,.1l-.:1"!i'"?lii|H'\'..:'T:"Jd1ixtTfix'J,����������������
werepeop ler rom23sta tesandone wascornb,anr tmi i i rna i t romun ion  i i - i i " J -Jo t t io " r ,n "o . ra . . . " " i - i r , r i  tha t  th lnS a . i  io  o r i r " ren i t .d ; i  ; ; i "yoder fami ly .foreign country.

Descendants of the main y crnve,operatedlhegeneral-store. he had made and Jonated to grg compared-.wlth ptoneer times; thai 
--^-

i m m i g r a n t I i n e s i n c l u d e d t h " 3 l : j ' D r . J ' L a r r y . \ ' o d e r , p r o f e s s o r . o f i " o " . l I d i , J " i , r * " i - . - ' - - ' - - . . " l o n 8 . 8 8 o t t r e t a r i r t t y l " " ; ! ; i ; f � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
V a l l e y ( R e r k s C o U n t y ' P a . ) . H a ; : . ; i r c | i g i o n ^ a n d p h i | o s o p h y . * : : : : : ' - A g e n e a | o g y p a n e l o f f e r e d � � � � � � j * � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
rhe creat swamp lMennonitei li Rhvne college. op"n"d .tj:--':':i3: s.;;,i,i'i;i;;il"ii;;-;il';"t' ;;il :1!-1!1!-a bouquet of llowers was
Lehighandnu"i . , .ount i" , , l , l i ; . i l "T'?3;#;, ' l f i ' t1 i-Y:-h: l1i i ; ; f .Y.".#, ; i i : . ' . " . t i � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
W i d o w B a r b a r a Y o d e r . c t r r i s t | a n s e c o n d f I o o r o f t h e , n , n * i f [ " ? l ' . n " i ; . ; l ; " J i ; . 1 " ; " ; ; ; i i ; ; ' . . . . ' � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

ff;lruilf:ffTtrul*r ",ili1::i:;il:'J,Jrii""si*k ,iff",',",*r;:[f"is:: fliiii:l,TiJl3il dfJ."" i: llxl"xii}: li"Tixilf#lTitf:
and-ConradYoder(therounderofiH;i; ' ;; i ;, i i" i"hi.-i;;fP'". ltI:y"^dI'J1--:i i} i: i 'g;1io'*:" ' l .: ' '*f;*;*i l ; l*n:{;*,$!"'$;f1n.;:r|1:l l :
the North Carolina family).

- .Rafhael. l IahnKennedy.of l [ IJ ' f i l . t ' " [x.J"; j i l , : ' l j , f " . . ; ; """ : i^ ' f " . i , ; ] : : : i#d; ' . ;dP-T1j � :T!$. � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �Clrar |o t te ,who ispres ident ,o f . thepa. r t tha t theear lyc ta i ' r re iped, to fa rmer .p romise j ; ; ; ; " ; f ; . ; ; f , *9 .s^" " in f * . f l i l r : * ' * : i � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
N.C.Yoders'we|comedthegrouPi," i ro. t" . t . ' iu". i i i . ' " i ; . ' , i ' . ; ; : | ; : I : : : l I l . ' ! tS+,T:] ," , , , . " lxx"" ' l � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
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vocauon.

.Approximately90people€njoyed|, f ." i l ' " ' l ;* | .1,ooj, i i . "J l-3f ; i l . : -%"}1' i '?! ,H"T:. i#; [Tj$;" i . . ' ' ' " i ,sp. ' i iqg� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �h o r s b ' o e u v r e s p r e p a i e d , a n d s e r v e d i i | t r ' . ' i 1 ' s i i ] i " ' r r " i # ' . , a i ' i " t " i l i b y i i r e W o o d i e s ' � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
by the host family, The food com-
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sarah yoder correy. Regina ylodeJr sreetinsstothea.ssemblv. 

'il:,1'":i"*.tlrjn:,1"":;?il,l"l"lll 
il; 'r'";;;;. N.c.rreasury

l l oy l e  and  E l l en  Yode iC ran fo rd ,  Asound .md .s l r deProg rem l ' r l -  . - - - ' - ' . ' - ' ' -  "E i i ; " " ' i i ; i l ;  
Sec re ta r y  Nea l  D .  W i l f on r  c l t ed

m e m b e r s o f 1 h e I a m i l y o f R a h h " , ; : g r i m a g e o [ F a i t h , t h e J o i r n e y o f a n . i ; ; : ; : , J i i T : 1 l . . � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Yoder of Hildebran. Anabaptis! [g1ily,". ya.. p':."'ll$ ;;;r"1i';;fffi 'J";;["i;"" ];i;;;iii rea M. yoder recosnlzed 11r edition r-shirts monosrammed with

A Capella Fellows, an area bar- by Virgil E. Yoder of lrwin, Pa..The s;#";;;'^''" 
" 

father, Gereld M. Yoder 5f Hlckory, the, crest of Swiss official Jost
bershop quartet, entertained the documentary.was-produced in 1992
crowd. ro cerebrare the 2b0th ,";i".;;;; ;r ... {.t,.,.u"rinq r:qlicl,,9r jl'e vr"t,.' ;}"*hi.',:!|:#;jfi ,T:'ri JtiL:: I'Sf iTlt n',Tf'i#"li,t"|lJ,i

Ms, Kennedy introduced speciat the rirst Amish Yoders in Amerlci wall Memorial 
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CHARLES FISHBR YODER REUNION HELD

The descendants of Charles Fisher yoder nncl his wife Emma
Jane Yoder suspended holding regularly scheduled yoder family
reunions after the death of N{rs. yoder in 195g. Fol lowing the
completion and distr ibution of the booklet "The Ancestors and Fanri ly
of Charles Fisher Yoder" by N{ae yoder Moore and Walter E Moore
in late 1994, i t  became appnrent the 32 l iving f irst cousins were

scattered and many did not know each other.
After a period of about 35 ye,lrs, A reunion of this family was

held Sundny, June 18, 1995, at the Conrnrunity Park in McEwensvi l le,
PA. Ninety-f ive people attended, coming fronr Cali fornia, Texas,
South Carol ina, FIorida, Michignn, Connecticut, New York and
Pennsylvania.

Fol lowing the invocation by Hope Yoder of Cali fornia,
everyone enjoyed a del icious picnic dinner. This w:ts fol lowed by t ime
for fel lowship and picture taking. Verna Mne Yoder l{artranft was
presented  w i th  a  corsage in  ce lebra t ion  o f  her  94 th  b i r thday  wh ich
was to take plnce on July 9th. Vern:r [ ' Iae is the oldest l iv ing menrber
of the family and the last surviving chi ld of Charles and Enrnra Jane.

The 1996 Charles Fisher Yoder Family reunion wil l  be held
June 23, 1996 at the Conrmunity Park in McEwensvi l le, Pa,-For
information cont:rct:  N' lr  & lVIrs Walter E Moore, 300 Wil low Valley
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