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FURTHER ]NFORMATION ON ST. JODER

We have made prev ious  re fe rence to  the  fac t
tha t  the  name YODER t races  back  to  S t .  Theodore ,
the  f i rs t  b ishop o f  Octodorus  in  the  f l la r t igny-
V a l a i s  d i s t r i c t  o f  s o u t h e r n  S w i t z e r l a n d .  S w i s s
scho lars  ma in ta in  tha t  the  name St .  Theodu lus
o f  med iaeva l -  t imes,  as  we l l  as  tEE F ; ;n ;h -
Theodu le ,  a re  bu t  var ian ts  f rom the  or ig ina l
Theodorus .  Dr .  Eugen Gruber  o f  Swi tzer land
s ta ted  tha t  in  ear l ie r  t imes the  accent  was on
the  th i rd  to  las t  sy l lab1e and the  in te r -
change o f  1  and r  was  f requent ly  made.  Th is
change in  accent  i s  the  on ly  l ingu is t i c  sh i f t
in  the  der iva t ion  o f  the  name,  accord ing  to  Dr .

St. Theodul oder St. Joder

John Howard  Yoder ,  d is t ingu ished theo log ian  o f
E lkhar t ,  lnd iana,  and he  exp la ined s tep  by  s tep
how the  evo lu t ion  f rom TLreodorus  to  Joder  had

Mar t in  Joder  o f  Kono l f in_
gen,  Swi tzer land sent  in fo r -
mat ion  to  Kar l  Joder  about
the  commemorat ive  s ramp
d e p i c t i n g _ S t .  J o d e r .  i s g f
was the  1500th  ann i_versary  o f
S t . .  , ' o d e r , s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a i
? lsh9p and he  par t i c ipa ted  in
r n e  . u t s h o p s ,  S y n o d  o f  A q u i _
l e j a  i n  1 8 1 .  K a r l  G e n e r o u s l v
s e n t  u s  a  s t a m p ,  i s s u e d  b y
L i e c h e n s t e i n  a n O  i t  w a s
designed by Bruno Kaufman and
Wal te r  Wachter .  A  copy  o f
the stamp appears aUove. .q.
la rger  impress ion  o f  S t .
J o d e r ' s  s t a t u e  i s  a l s o  s h o w n .

- - - o o o  0 o o o - - _
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WHERE WE LIVE--A DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE

The bd low f igures  represent  f igures  ob ta ined
f r o m  s c r e e n i n g  d a t a  b a n k s ,  t e l e p h o n e  l i s t i n g s ,
and o thers  in  au tomated ac ld ress  repos i to r ie i
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e
many within the ranks of our faml-fy of the , 'plain"
re l ig ious  branches who wou ld  no t  b6  numbered
a.mong the  above sources .  The map is  based on  . . ius t
the  known addressee to ta ls  on lv .

become a matter of simple norrnan etfEiF-in
pronunc ia t ion .  I t  may be  a  surpr ise  to  those
Yoders who thought their nane catne from a clan
of  yode lers  in  the  AIps  to  d iscover  tha t  the
fac t  i s  s t ranger  tha t  the  f i c t ion ,  bu t  the  Swiss
le .ave  no  doubt  as  to  the  der iva t ion  o f  the  name.

In  the  arch ives  a t  S ion  in  Swi tzer land can
be found the  doc tora l  d isser ta t ions  o f  Dr .  Gru-
ber  about  the  ins t i tu ted  gran ts  made in  the
name o f  the  sa in ts  in  the-d iocese o f  S i t ten
i n  t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s .  I n  o n e  s e c t i o n  i s  a
s c h o l a r l y  a c c o u n t  o f  S t .  T h e o d o r e ,  w h o ,  h e
w r o t e ,  " s t o o d  a t  t h e  h e a d "  o f  a  l i n e  o f  b i s h o p s
in  the  Wa11 is  count ry  (Va la is ) "  He probab ly
meant  in  t ime bu t  perhaps  a lso  in  impor tance.
St .  Theodore  carne  in to  spec ia l  p rominence when
h e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  m a r t y r s  o f  T h e b a
and s ta r ted  the  work  o f  bu i ld ine  a  bas i l_ ica  in
the i r  honor .  As  t i rne  went  on  a id  l -esends were
handed down,  espec ia l l y  by  , 'one  wander ing  monk" ,
o ther  S t .  Theodores  c rep t  in to  the  fo lk lo re- -
sa in ts  be long ing  to  1a t -e r  t imes- -who a lso  were
supposed to  have d iscovered the  remains  o f  the
mar ty rs .  fn  the  l i tu rg ica l  fes t i va ls  they
eventual ly had also taken on the person, and
charac ter  o f  the  f i rs t  sa in t  to  the  po in t  tha t
es teem fo r  then d id  no t  need to  be  a l te red  when
the  au thent ic  S t .  Theodore  was aga in  d iscovered.

With many footnotes Dr. Gruber went into
re fe rences  to  S t .  Theodore  found in  var ious
docurnants ,  espec ia l l y  records  l i s t ing  the
donat ions  to  h is  a l ta rs ,  the  churches  and
chape ls  bu i l t  to  h is  honor ,  and the  bro ther -
hoods es tab l i shed ln  h is  r rd ln@r By  the  th i r teen-=
th  century  there  was nore  re fe rence to  h is  own
remains ,  and by  the  f i f teen th  century  emphas is
centered  more  on  the  venera t ion  o f  the  sa in t
h imse l f .  Not  on ly  d id  the  Theodore  cu l t  spread
i n t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  d i o c e s e s ,  b u t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f
the  Va la is  took  i t  w i th  them when they  migra ted
to  o ther  va11eys .  He was increas i -ng ly  honored
in  the  French sec tors ,  and chape ls  and chur -
c h e s  b e g a n  t o  a p p e a r  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  U p p e r  R h o n e .
The inner  Swiss  took  up  the  cu l t  o f  S t .  Theo-
d o r e  f o r  t h e  m o s t  n a r t  a f t c r  t h p  f i  f t e e n t h  c e n -
t u r y .

f n  l a t e r  i s s u e s  w e  h o p e  t o  t e l l  m o r e  s t o -
r i e s  a b o u t  S t .  J o d e r  a n d  t o  d e s c r i b e  s o m e  S t .
J o d e r  m e m o r a b i l i a .  W e  w i s h  h e r e  t o  m e n t i o n
o n l y  o n e  i t e m ,  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  s e n t  t o  u s  b y
Kar l  Joder  o f  ludwigshafen ,  West  Germany,  a f te r
rece iv i ,ng  2  conv  o f  the  YODER NEWSLETTER.
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Chr is  loder  o f  tsa t t le  Creek ,  IV ich igan and
B e n  F .  Y o d e r  o f  G o s h e n ,  I n d i a n a .

Indeed we are  happy to  p resent  fssue #2
of the YNL. You have shown faith and support
in  th is  venture .  In  o rder  tha t  our  subscr ip t ion
ros ter  migh t  expand,  cou ld  we ask  each o f  you  to
g e t  o n e  m o r e  s u b s c r i p t i o n ?  Y o u  c o u l d  t e 1 1  a
f r iend or  re la t i ve- -even g ive  a  g i f t  subscr ip t ion .

We' re  sor ry  to  be  unab le  to  pub l i sh  on ly  a
par t  o f  the  mater ia l  rece ived.  We apprec ia te
your  shar ing  w i th  us !  We hope fu tu re  i ssues
wi l l  a f fo rd  space fo r  a l l .  Keep i t  coming.

We wi l l  s t i l l  send a  FREE copy  o f  Issue #1
to  anyone who sends  a  se l f -addressed bus iness-
S1ZE ENVC1OPE (SASE)  tO YODER NEWS] ,ETTER,  F .  O.
Box J )4 ,  Goshen IN 4( ,526,
================================================= =

A pol icy statement is i "n orde4 to to informyou that this newsletter is str ict ly non-prof i t .
?he ed i to rs  have and are  w i1-1 ing  to"  "s t i c i r  our
necks  ou t "  to  keep th ings  ro l l ing  anc l  so  fa r
th ings  are ,  look ing  OK.  We want  io  g ive  you a1 l
your  money 's  wor th .  you  can he lp  by  cont inu ing
to  subscr ibe .  A lso  why no t  con i ider  send ing  fn
a  g_ i f t .  subscr ip t ion  to  a  f r iend  or  re la t i ve i  I t
wou ld  lnsure  the  cont inued success  o f  th is  ven_
t u r e .

An exp lanat ion  o f  the  logos  used a t  the  head-
i n g  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .  S i n c e  a l 1  o f  o u r  o r i s i n s
w e r e  r o o t e d  i n  C a n t o n  B e r n ,  i t s  e n b l e m  o n  w h i c h
t h e  b e a r  i s  e m b o s s e d  i s  u s e d .  T o  t h e  r i e h t  i s
dep ic ted  the  l {o ly  B ib1e,  la rnp  o f  learn ing ,  and
the  gra in  sheaf  .  These i te rns  represent  t f ra t  t f re
lVord  seemed to  be  the  under ly ing  foundat ion  o f
the  fa i th  o f  our  fo rbears  wh ich  produced many
scho lars ,  t radesmen and husbandmen wh ich  are
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o n  w h i c h  a  l a s t -
i n g  c u l t u r e  m a y  b e  n u r t u r e d .
=========- -=============================

Dear  I ' ' e11ow Subscr ibers r

Go ing  over  the  ques t ionna i res  i t  shows many
of  you have ind ica ted  a  w i l l i ngness  to  share
g e n e a l  o g i  c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

We have d iscussed the  poss ib i - l i t y  o f  s ta r t -
ing  a  repos i to ry  fo r  the  many less-known Yoder
1 ines .  T f  we cou ld  ge t  as  many ind iv idua l
f a m i l y  l i n e s  t o g e t h e r ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  f o r m
a mean ing fu l  source  o f  in fo rmat ion  fo r  a l l  who
s e e k  t h e i r  a n c e s t r y .

A  hear ty  "Thank You"  to  those who have
a l ready  made such cont r ibu t ions  o f  the i r  l ine l

T h e  E d i t o r s

At  th is  wr i t ing  wer re  aware  o f  the  fo1-
lowing  faml ly  reun ions  he ld  th is  pasr  surn-
mer .  We hope readers  w i l l  g i_ve  fu l l  par -
t i cu la rs  o f  coming reun ions  fo r  1984 io
tha t  we can in fo rm everyone.

Conrad Yoder  Reun ion- - i { i ckory  NC in  Aug.
l \ lose  H.  Yoder  "  Be lLev i l le  PA in  Aue.
R e u b e n  Y o d e r
Noah C.  Yoder

As th is  goes to press we have 2?Opaid sub-
scr ipt ions to the yNL.  Non-yodei lnames run at
around "o ot 

=21:=::::::*::::=="*.

.  M?ny of  you have expressed a wi l l ingness to
contr ibute news,  h is tory,  etc .  towards fhe con_
tef ts  of  the YNL. Encouraging notes and let ters
have a lso spurred us to greater  ef for t .  A11
these gestures of  good-wi l1 are wel l  taken and
thank uo,'. '" l:==================

Whenever one wr i tes to-anyone asking forinformation or some favor i i  lrroufi be remembered
that  such a request  shoul-d be accompanied bv a
serr ' -addressed stamped envelope (SASE).  febpie
in a posi t ion to help other"  i i r rd overburdenine
postage b i11s and sorne donrt  bother  i ; - ; ; ; ; ; ; " -
unless a SASE is  enclosed.  Others gr i t  the i rteeth and do" This is  just  to  in form those whoneve r_ though t  o f  t h i s  be fo re .  Jus t  a  f r i end l yremindero 

====================
The f i rs t  reouest  for  a f ree copy of  the yNT,

was f rom j ,amar jnd lo is , t " " - r ,1"* t . " .Th"y are theedi tors of  the I4ENN0NTTE FAMi i i - i tsrony,  F.  O.Box  !71 ,  E l ve rson  
.pA  I9520 ' . - - - - t f - , i " - i "  an  exce l l en tsource of  in format ion to searchers of  "o; t ; ; -T; ; ;a l so  a re  subsc r i be rs  o f  yNL .

Mrs.  Esther  E.  Lamberson of  Elkhar t  fN wasthe f i rs t  respondent  to subscr ibe to yNL.  Hatsoff to you' Esthe::___==_==_==__=

When sendir*  i l^ ._query be sure and g iveboth husband and wi fe ' "^  " i l " ; ;  j l i "  . ;  b i r th ,
f3" : l t . :  and-  grandparents,  names.- -Of  "o"""" , '11 1s not  a lwavs nossib le to furn ish a l l  o f  theabove  fac t s ,  b l t  g r ve  as  much  as  poss ib le .  Basure and give youi name and icJ""i";

===== =_===========
Subscr ipt ion for .  yg?EB ITEWST,ETTER is  , ;3  .  COfor  resues #2 ana #:  f  sp" i ig_* iA*, .

"  a t  Sh ipshewana fN in  Aus ."  in  Nor thern  IN in  June
Rev.  Pau l  D.  Yoder  a t  Lancas ter  Pa in  June
John T .  Yoder  Reun ion  a t  Ka l -ona IA  in  Ar rg .
D a v i d  S .  Y o d e r  R e u n i o n  a t  K a l o n a  ( l ) . l u l v "
M o s e s  H .  Y o d e r  R e u n i o n  a t  B e l l e v i l l e  F A ,
J u l y  1 l - 1 4 .  M o s e s ,  1 J 0  b i r t h d a y .
Menno S.  Yoder  Reun ion-Sh ipshewana in  Ju1y ,
W e  w i l l  a c c e p t  b r i e f  n o t i c e s  o f  l 9 B 4  Y O D E R
r e u n i o n s .  S e n d  n a m e  o f  " W h o s e " ,  d a t e ,  a n d
p lace  and i t  w i11  be  announced in  Tssue #3 .

W e r v e  r e c e i v e d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e s p o n s e
f rom the  Conrad Yoder  descendants  in  Nor th
Caro l ina .  A  l -o t  o f  in te res t ins  mater ia l
was  submi t ted .  Lack  o f  space- in  t in i . s  l t z
issue fo r  background on  th is  g roup makes
us  p lan  one fo r  Issue #3  th is  con ing  spr ing .

T h e  s a m e  g o e s  f o r  t h e  0 1 e y  Y o d e r s ,  Y o s t
and Hannes,  p ioneers ,  f rom Pa la t ina te ,  Ger -
many,  whose fa ther  was born  in  S te f f i sburg ,
Swi tzer land.  In te res t ing  read ing  w i l l  awa i t
you  readers  nex t  spr ing .

- 5 - : - = = = E = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  =

????N:TY YODER GENEAI,OGIES TN PRlNT????

There  have been a  number  o f  yo< jer  gene-
a log ies  pr in ted  over  the  years  and much yoder
data  inc luded in  works  on  o ther  fami l ies .  Iu los t
o f  these were  assembled  bv  fo lks  fo r  th_o i r
i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  a r e  n o w  o u t  o f  p r i n t .
We wou ld  l i ke  to  pub l i sh  rev iews o f  new
fami ly  works  as  they  are  produced,  and to
i d e n t i f ; r  g e n e a l o g i e s  s t i 1 1  a v a i l a b l e .  F l e a s e
le t  us  know o f  any  you are  aware  o f .

==== === =--===== = ===



We must  no t  fo rge t  women p layed.a  v i ta l -  ro le
in  be ing  proper  admin is t ra to rs  and cont r ibu tors
in  the  s t rugg les  o f  a l l  t imes in  h is to ry .  The
fo l low ing  anecdote  is  a  good example  o f  what  a
wise  and brave woman d id  in  the  face  o f  danser
dur ing  tumul tous  t imes.

The fu l1  s to ry  was to ld ,  p robab ly  by  one who
we now would cal-1 a.e.news reporter and was gra-
c ious ly  submi t ted  by  Kar l  Joder  o f  l ,udwigs-
ha fen ,  Rep.  o f  Germany.  Kar l  i s  a  descendant
o f '  Yos t  and Caspar  Joder  o f  Swi tzer land.  S ince
the  tex t  o f  the  s to ry  was in  Ger rnan,  Gregory  F .
Yoder ,  o f  Grand Rap ids  MI  k ind ly  t rans la ted  i t
for the YODER NEWSI,ETTER. It  fol lows--

=_-=========

Anna Barbara  Joder  (she must  have been a

L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t g r :

i \ iy mother v/as a Yod:r and r vra-g rA-is,.rci  t .rr ' r ; i - i  rny
Yoder  g randparent :  on  a  fa rm rmrnec i ia . te l ' ' r  cL is i  o i
'ahere  the  w ioovr  ia rbara  Yoder  l ' rad  1 :  nc l  tn  r . r rL r . t  I  s
n o v r  T i l d e n  T v r r .  ( t s e r k s  , J o .  ) .  r  a r n  ; r  d : r r : i : r r r j l r n i  o f '
t lLa t  b r : rnch .  . ' r s  a  youugstc r  i .  socn t  r r i r rch  t  i r rc  j  r r
t h e  o 1 d  : ) i s i r o p  f l c l ' t z ]  u r r  s  c e m o i , c r y  1 , , r i t a l c  l ; o l r , .  o f
my r tmish  f r i .ends  be f  ie  vc  tha t  ' , v idor i  . , . r r l_ r : i ra  , i  r ;
b u r i e d .

yjhat \ , /as my grandfathert : : ;  j 'arn, tr  i l .e 1940t : :  ,
h e  s u b d , i v i d e d  a u d  s o f d . f o r  b u i l t i , n i l  I o i ; .  l h c
s t r e e t s  a r e  n a r n e d  a - 1 ' - ' t c r  h i s  c h i l d r e r ,  - . n u  h r :
tu rned the  ba- rn  in to  anar t rnent : ; .  Ih : - .  sn : .1 ]  com-
m u n  j  t y  i s  k n o w t r  a i  " Y o , l c r  l f  e  - 5 h 1 ; - r t  , n , :  : l o i : ; i s
a  popu la t  ion  o1 '  ovcr  t ' i o  j - runc l red  l re  op lc  .  ' . , .1
- , , - ^ - + -  - . . , ,  I  i , , -pcr  Er l  u r  r ruw -  '  u .  in  ihe  o l -d  home. ' ; t , : : r  r i  in  Yod r : r
H e i g h t s  - C r a i g  l , o n 3 r , r i . i r o u r . r l  , i i r r .
l€i+*****x*x-x'rr-x'J(J()(-i(Jf +i)c**.-)+J()i-J(*{-**i(-x*.r,KJ(x**)i i(J(+ci(t(*)+J+

Y e s  1 r  r n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Y o d : r  - i i : j i o r , / ,  n o , . v
s i n c e  b e c o r n i n g  i n v o l v - - d ' u r i t h  u h r i s i o r t h e r .  j o u n d
i t  t o  b e  a n  u n d r , ' r t a l < - i n i j ,  e s p c c r l r l l y  i r r r  i r y  r t l e .
IJs t  as  ea : - j y  a i i  i t  v ras  on i :  r i : ry .  , je r , .n r ;  , , , c  r rce :d  to
b e  r e n i n d t - . d  t o  r c a c i r  o u i - L o  J c s u : ; ; i i r r c e  b ' r , i i s
S p i r . i t  i i e  r r : a c h : : s  o u t  t o  b o i l - r  - 7 o r . r  a n , r  t .

- -U lc r r  i  Oa: . - :  j : , l i  r , : ; JT  : :n ,  i  , ' l
(  . . :u  i t c  a  tes t i rnony  f  rom a  90  somi :  \ r ( ra l . r  o f  c i
sa in t .  O l t - .n  i s  : r  G0GC; , , randr ;on  a f  1 ' l  4 l '  j  rn rn  ig r iLn t
C h r i s t , i a n  J o t t c r ) .
+&{- i - -g { - { - { -++++++-v-+ ! -+* ) .a*+ . *v+sv ! ! r rJ - !  { i , ,u .v - ! , f  r , ! . !  v  + -v - -y . -s

l r e a r  l , e y c r s o a l e  r l ' a .  ( , 3 o r n e r s e ' c  C o .  )  
- c n e r e  1 s  a

t o v i n  k n l . . ' : r  a s  ' Y e i t e r  S 1 a c i "  ( Y o o e  r  t o l , r n ) .  I t  i s
r r i u n i a i t  i . , i l f  s "  t o  t h e  : n g 1  r s h  s D e a k i n 6  p e o p l e .  r
u n d e r s - L a r r d  i t  w a s  c a f l e d ' r Y e t t e r  S t a c i t r r  b e c a u s e
o f  ' r r e  l a r g :  n u r n b e r  o f  i o c : r s  l l v i u g  i n  a n d  a -
r o u n i t h e  a r 3 a .  - - ; i a y  \ I .  r l a n i n g r J l l i n g s r ? A .
J+++)tJ+l++-+'i 'rJ(i+ii; i-n.;i- l i++'i:++)f+*J(tr):Ja):)a*tCJ+ii**)()aJ(+J(t({ 'JtJ(J(J(J(

- l - f t e r  y e a r s  o f  s c r o u n g r n i : : o r  s o  f i t t f e  i n -
f  o r n a t i o n ,  r  r , r a s  a  f  i t r l c  r e s r g n e c i .  Y o u r  n e w s -
le t te  r  ano persor la l  le t ie rs  \ , /e re  an  oas ' j  s  in  the
f  o n :  d e s e r t ,  a  t r e m e n o o u s  b r e  a l . l i h r o u g h  t o  m e .
r : : c i t e n e n i  b c y o n C  i r o r d s  I

- - r i .  r ;a l te r  Ioc ie r  ,  Gran i  t iap ics
( T h e  a b o v e  f e t - t e r  i r o m  a  " s a i i s i i e C  c u s t o m e r r l
o f  rhe  ne ' , . rs1 : - ; te r ' .  f ron  the  in fc rmat ron  he
subnr lu teo ,  v , ' c  \ . . ' . J re  ab le  to  ac lc  15  nembers  -uo  h is
iaEr l -y  i rce  ' ; rho  rac  b :en  Drev ious fy  unknor ' ;n  to
I r i r : .  l r u . ; ,  J n e  o i  t h e  p r r p o s e s  o f  ' u l t  j . s  n e i i s -
l ,  a - p r  I  h . r i r n  i n o  r n  h r  f  ' : ' l  ' -  i l  l  e r j  . - - : d - j _ ' u C I S )
*x)eryr+J()t '+J(xJ(-+;t):)t l i*-)iJ+/,-***r(*;e*tt*+)atiJt+l+J(i(+i*J4J(J+t*J(t(J+)iJ(

. . i y  husband ar rd  I  have nade uD a  genea l  ogy
b o o k  o f  t h e  l a v r d  Y .  Y o d e r  f a m i l y  t n  1 9 7 5 ,  h e
/  - -  - - -  i  \  .  ^ ^  ^ . - -  - - p a t .  o r . l r t d f p t h e r  a n d  a  c i e s c e n -\ t a  v  f  u  , /  d a l  v \ ) L  6 f  u u  v  b r  s r r u : G

dar r t  o f  v , ' idow Barbara  Yoder .  i  have the  heat i r rg
a n d  c o o l <  s t o v e  o f  D a v i d r s - - o v e r  2 0 0  y e a r s  o 1 d .
I ' i c t u r e  1 s  i n  o u r  b o o k .

-Sad j -e  Brenneman,Sa l isbury .PA
As my fa th r : r  ! /a .s  rnar r .Lcd  i  our  i i r r l ;  ' l ohn  . l  .

rvao  t lLe  on ly  ch  i l i l  - i rom f  i rs t  w  i f ' c  s  o  ia . ih i ; r '
r n a r r i e d  t h e  s c c o n d  t i m e  a n d  h a d  i ' i . v :  c l r - l  t l r c n
: rnc i  when fa ther  mar r ied  my r r io  ther  ,  iL  i l  t i r i  ld
\ , / i fe ,  by  now John i , ' .  rvas  a  SrorJn  i roy  : ; r - ,  hc
m a r r i e d  r n y  m o t h e r r s  s i : ; t e r .  L a t e r  t f L r c e  o f
. J o h n " s  b o y s  r n a r r i c d  r n y  f  i r l ; t  w i f r r  r : ;  ; ; i r ; l c r l ;
wh lch  r rakcs  thcrn  cour ; in r ,  ne l thev ls  r l r rc l  b ro thcrs -
in  l -a l .  i ' i y  motner  thcn  d ied  ivhcn r -  i , ' r , r . : ;  t i r ce
years old and f athcr t , la-s 4', ;  ' lb,en hr.:  ", ' i : : ;  a 'rr ido,,v-
e r  f  o r  the  th i ld  t ime.  i , ' i v , :  yc . r l rs  f  . : . - ie r  l ie
rnar r ied  a  l v r  c io iv  t , r -L th  n inc  ch i l c l rcn  i tnc  'uog3ther

t h e y  h a d  a  s o n . . j o  t h c r c  w i r r !  f o u r ' r ; r i i : l  o f
Y o d e r s ,  t w o  s e t s  o f  . , l u ] - l . c t s  i n  o n e  i l a n i f j r  c o n -
r rec t ion  as  s tepnother  t  s  f  i r s t  husbanL i  l ' i ac1  iour
chi lciren 'dhen he rnarr ied I ' ier.  ! ]r  i  r ; ; ;  i : ;  r :nl oI
thr :  tnost  mixed-up-r i l i t i : " t iu : :3 ; r i i r r , ,  

*ar t . \ . , , . .
/rx-XJ(?t*t(*)iJ€J+ttJ(if i6i+-X-7,'*+a-X.{-'X { X-};Cit*i+-F-X-;++a{'):*;+*+-:rX'XX***+

r  r e a 1 I y  c n  j  o y e d  r e c e  r v i n g  t h e  f  i r : ; t  i o d . : r
l i c r v s l e t t e r  r e c r : n t l y .  T h e  l n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  f , L r s t
p a t e  w i i s  e s p e c  i a i - l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s  b c c A u s ; c  v / c
p lan  to  spend scvera f  v /ce ] (s j  i r ]  Germi tn l r  anC i r ' i i t -
zer fand dur ing  the  surnncr  o f  1984.  l io r r  r , ;e  lLave
a  m a p  a n d  i n f o r r n a t i o n  i h a t  w i l l  h c l r r  u ;  l o c a t e
a r r e a . s  w h e r c  o u r  : r n c e s t o r s  1 - i v e d  . i , n  q 1 6 . , - .

- - j , a r c  ) l o d o r ,  j e r i . i  a r  , 1 I .  , . , ,
* J(-X {"X {'* -X-*-ts-)+y:-tr*''X i( ;i + {- ia* :(ii }. r( -X X ): * +r'1,' -): ;* )!. t'. t }, .'.:.!. i: i,l ): :{ )l .X i( r-X

very  beaut i fu l  woman) ,  daughter  o f  yos t  Joder
a n d  C a t h e r i n e  G e r b e r  Y o d e r ,  b o r n  A u g u s t ,  l ? 5 0 ,
in  Oggershe i -m,  Germany,  owned the  Hote l  p fa l te r
i lo f .

Dur ing  the  French Revo l_u t ion  ( l?92-1296 )  when
the  revo lu t ionar ies  des t royed and burned the
ent i re  P fa1z  (Fa la t ina te) .  the  French Genera l
Hoche carne with his caval_ry to _Oggersheim on Janu-
ary  4 ,  l J j | ,  and  wanted  t6  r rave- ine  bes t  quar te rs .

Anna Barbara  o f fe red  h im her  ho te l  as  h is
h e a d q u a r t e r s  ( s e e  p i c t u r e ) r  a n d  h e  a c c e p t e d .

W h e n  t h e  F r e n c h  s o l d i e r s
v i l lage  o f  Oggershe im,  Anna
the  French genera l -  tha t  the
brought  to  h is  headquar te rs .

p lundered the  sma1 l
Barbara  demanded o f
s t o l e n  g o o C s  b e

l , a t e r ,  w h e n  t h e  s o l d i e r s  1 e f t ,  s h e  t h e n  r e -
tu rned the  s to len  goods to  the  v i l lagers .

The Hote l -P fa lzer  i {o f  s t i l1  s tands  todav  and
i s  t h e  b e s t  h o t e l  i n  O g g e r s h e i m .

- - - o o o 0 o o o - - -

,  We hope eventua l l y  to  have a  more  present_
ab le  copy  o f  the  Yt { l .  We have to  c reep be fore
we wa1k,  and todd le  be fore  we run .  Be pa t ien t .

1i.,.. 4 ;.,,, *, l, 7fuu,,,,,) /:7:!:
' 
//:.//,,, to lr)y17"ttl,{>n.

J /
{  ,  

.  * L . , i h . !
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Places  Narned_Yoder  Ser ies

YODJR . V/YOi"iING

by i lavid Luthy

(The fo l low ing  ar t i c le ,  wh ich  or ig ina l l y  appeared

i n  t h e  J u L y ,  l 9 ? 3  i s s u e  o f  " f a m i l y  L i f e " ,  h a s  b e e n

- ipandec a i rd  and updated .  by  i t s  au thor  espec ia l l y

toi tne YoDER NEWST,ETTER)

G o s h e n  C o u n t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t
corner of n/yomlng and has within i t  towns named
lT ,2e?Anee r r  and r rYodef r r .  To  an  Amlsh  or  l4ennon i te
n a F a ^ h  t l - r  i c  u r n r r l d  r n n o r r  r r o n r r  i n l o r o q i i n o  f n n
} / e r D v r r  v u ! ! u  v r r r 6 r  f  v t

r rcoshenr r  i s  a  town in  Ind iana and the  hub o f  a
l a r g e  M e n n o n i t e  s e t t f e m e n t ,  r r L a G r a n g e r r  i s  t h e
n : m e  o f  a n  a d ,  i o i n i n s  T n d  i a n a .  c o r r n t v  w h i c h  c o n -
ta ins  the  th l rd  la rges t  concent ra t ion  o f  Amish
i  n  Amer  i  n :  -  and t rYodef  r r  i s  the  sec  ond most  c  o rn-
m o n  A m i s h  s u r n a m e .  S u r e l y  t h i s  v / y o m i n g  c o u n t y
w o u l d  s e e m  t o  h a v e  r e a l -  A m i s h  o r  F i e n n o n i t e  r o o t s .

The or ig in  o f  the  name r rGoshen County r r  does
n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t r a c e  b a c k  t o  G o s h e n r l l l .  l t  j s
thought  to  have der ived  f rom an ear ly  t rapper
n a m e d r r G o s h e r t .  B y  1 8 4 6  t h e  n a m e r r G o s h e + s  H o l e ' t

-  -  r i  n h  i r r i  o e t . e d  l a r ^  i r n  r n a r  D . 'w d b  d P p l  l c u  u v  d  -  l i l f  r r 5  d !  c d .  D J

l  a B B  i t  a n n e a r e d  n n  i : h o  m : n  a  s  G n s h e n  i i o f  e  .
S  j - n c e  i l G o s h e n r r  i s  a  b l b l i c a l  n a m e ,  l t  w o u l d  a p -
p e a r  t h a t  s o m e o n e  c h a n g e d  r r C o s h e r r  t o  r r G o s h e n r r .  i

The town name r rLagranger r  a lso  does  no t  o r i -
q i n : f o  f r n m  T n d  i r - ^  T !  ' ' ^ ^  ' ^ - '  I  a f t p r  a n  c a r ' l  r r- -  - . , ,  * ^ . * ^ * l r d .  f  u  w d D  l 4 4 L l i s u  a .  - ' '  * ^ -  - * - ' J

h o m e s t e a d e r ,  C a l e  b  L a 0 a a n g e  .  F

L a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t  i s  t h e  t o w n  n a m e d  r r Y o d e r r r .
T t  d o e s  i n d e e d  h a V e  a n  A m i S h  C o n n e g t i g n .  I t  i St  r r r u u ! u  t r r i

about a m1l-e west of US Highway 85 and . ' l  2 mifes
w e s t  o f  t h e  N e b r a s k a  s t a t e  l - i n e .  f t s  b e g i n n i n g
i s  c l  o s e l  v  I  i r k e d  ' . r i  r - l a  * l - r a  p h  i  - l  i  ^  r .  Y o d e f: r I f f f P  9

f a m i l y .

Ph i -1 ip  Yoder .  was  born  in  1836 a t  Shanesv i l le ,
Oh io .  He was the  son o f  Jacob D.  and Barbara
/ r , . - -  \  r ,  .( M i l - 1 e r )  Y o d e r ,  w h o  a r e  l i s t e d  a s  r r A m i s h r r  i n
b o t h  t h e  C h r i s t - l a n  - L ' i s h e r  g e n e a l o g y  ( t , t  o . O e  I  t )
a n d  t h e  e @  g e n e a l o g y  ( t ' t  o . + e e t ) .
r n  1 B 6 i  @ e i e t f a  H a t t e r y  a t
Shanesv i l le .  The Barbara  i ' l ochs ted fer  genea logy
l - i s ts  them as  r r l r ' i ennon i te r r  wh ich  they  may have
b e e n  w h e n  m a r r i e d ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e m a i n  s o
u n t i f  d e a t h .  T h e i r  f i r s t  c h i l d ,  B e n j a m i n ,  v r a s
b o r n  a t  S h a n e s v i l l e  i n  1 8 6 1 .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r
t h e y  m o v e d  t o  I o w a  w h e r e  t h e i r  s e c o n d  c h i 1 d ,
Amanda,  was born  in  1865 a t  Swedesburg  in  r lenry
Countv .  F i .ve  more  ch i ld r :en  rvere  born  in  f  owa:
J e s s e -  (  1 8 6 9 )  ,  o s c a r  ( ? ) ,  - ; f a r a  l t e l s ) ,  j d a  .  ' a y
( 1 B 7 5 ) ,  a n d  i a d i e  ( 1 8 8 2 ) .

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 8 8 1 ,  P h i l i p  a n d  h i s  o l d e s t
son,  Bsn j3mi -n  f  .  o r  r rFrankr r  as  he  was ca l led ,
w e n t  t o  ; { y o m i n g .  F r a n k  s p e n t  t h e  w i n t e r  t h e r e ,
w h i f e  P h i l 1 p  r e t u r n e d  t o  I o w a .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g
s p r i n g ,  P h 1 1 i p  b r o u g h t  h i s  f a m 1 l y  t o ; / y o r n i n g :
th ree  sons  and four  daughters  w i th  a  f i f th
d a u g h t g r r l J i n a ,  b e i n g  b o r n  t h e r e  t h r e e  y e a r s
Ia te r . )

The Ph i l ip  Yoder  fa rn i l y  se t t led  in  Goshen Co.
on a  ranch a l -ong Bear  . j reek .  Ph i l rp  p rospered in
ra is ing  ea t t le  and horses .  i {1s  Amish  and I ' {enno-
n i t e  h e r i t a g e  w a s  d i s c a r d e d .  I n  l - a t e  1 ) a J ,  a f t e r
an  absence o f  42  years ,  Ph i l ip  and h is  w i fe
t rave fed  back  to  the l r  na t ive  Oh io  to  v is r t .  I ' i r s .
Yoder  sudden ly  took  i11  and d ied  in  the  commun-
i ty  i vhere  she had been born .  Her  ob i tuary  appear -
ed  in  the  , . rm-L ;h- l4ennon i te  nev /spapcr ,  The 3udget ,
n r r ' l - , - f  i - 1 . r r t  n +  . , , n c r n p a o L  O h i o  i n  i h o ' - ' - - - ; - 7 't r i u u _ L _ L s n e u  a L  r u g a r  < J a n .  l l r r y u o
i s s u e .  I l e r  r e m a l n s  w e r e  r e t u r n e d  t o  C h e y e n n e ,  f i r Y .
f o r  i n t e r n m e n t .  f o u r  y e a r s  f a t e r ,  P h i l i p  J .
Y o d e r  d i e d  o n  J u l y  2 8 ,  1 9 1 0 .

J lu r ing  Ph i l ip  Yoder r  s  l i fe t ime,  no  to rvn  na .med
f rYoder l r  had ex ls ted .  In  1921 the  Un ion  }ac i f l c
, ia i l road fa id  t rack  f ro ro  Ge r ingr - rebraska to
i  ou th  f  o r r ing ton ,  , i yorn ing ,  the  c  ounty  sea-b  o f
i i o s h e n r  0 o .  T h e  t r a c k s  p a s ; c d  s e v c r a l  n i l - e s  e a s t
o f  t h e  Y o d e r  r a n c h .  J e s s e  Y o d e r ,  l ' � h i l r p t s  s o n ,

- o A  o  i . a ' : h n n  
' r n r , r n c  

i i  n  l ) o r z o - 1  n n r ^  ^ -
U ! 6 d t I a n s u  d  u U r - I U l l  r U w - l u f  U U  J c  v E f  w . [ J l l l s I l U  u U l l l P 4 l l J

to  bu i ld  a  ner r '  to lv -n  bes lde  thc  ra l l road.  fhe
h r l i l d  i r c c  - l r n m  + r . r ^  +  i n r r  n r n q : r n r d  q e 1 - l l n m ,  n l - qu r I  u  1 , , 6 0

: jp r inger  and .Lacy  ' jo rners ,  were  movcd to  t l te  nev i
t o w n s i t e .  l h e  n a n e  r r Y o d e r r r  w a s  c h o s e n  i n  h o n o r
o f  the  Yoder  fan i l y  rvh lch  had l i ved  in  the  area
s ince  1 i l81  and fo r  Jegse Yoder  v rho  had headed
the  tovrns i te  company. -

, 1 e a f  e s t a i e  o f f  i c e s ,  r n c a s u r i n g  a  r n e r e  4  b y  6
f  r . c r .  q  n r 2 r r  r r n  . :  l  m n s t  n v . - - n  i  o l ^ , i .  a t .  Y o d e r .  C r o -
^ a r \ r  h i r d v r 2 - -  -  : n d  d - r ' n n n r r e  r t o r e r  V / e f C  C O O n
e  n n - t - ' r n  l .  ' d .  p l : n  2  h : k p - r r  r r  d  o  e  r € a . n  S t a t  i O n .s v  v v u  t

L n  1 9 2 2  a  b r i c k  s c h o o l h o u s e  w a s  b u i l t  a n d  a  r , r c e k -
1 y  n e w s p a o e r  w a s  s t a r t e d .  t h a t  s a m e  y e a r ,  e l e c -
i z ; n  - , r  n r m o  * n  l - n i n .  . n e l  , l l i 4 o  e \ r 6 n  : f C C t . r  i Cv !  f  v  !  v , y  v s , , , u

s-bree t  fa rnns .  A  rodeo v /as  he ld  tha t  sumrner  to
ce lebra te  the  found ins  o f  the  to ' r , .n .

In  four  years t  t ime,  Yoder ,  Wyoming grew f rom

noth ing  to  i  town o f  be tween J00 ?nd 600 peop le '

t t t " "u  i le re  th ree  drugs tores ,  two barber  shops t

i r r " " "  hardware  s to res ,  two c ream s ta t ions t  a

r ro ie l '  a  bank '  severa l  churches ,  a  bakery ,  a -

; ; ; 6 ; ' s  o f f i 6 e '  a  c o m m u n i t y  h a 1 1 ,  t h r e e  l u m b e r

" " " 0 = ,  a  t e l e p h o n e  o f f i c e ,  a  r o o m i n g  h o u s e '  a n d

; * i i ; ; t t  s tab ie - -no t  to  ment ion  the  manv res i -

d e n c e s .  )

Yoder ,  wyoming th r ived  fo r  about  ten  years '

r r r e n  c a m i  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s '

Or lu  a f tu r  another -o f  the  bus iness  p laces  c losed

; ;  ; ; ;p1"  moved awav '  The popu la t ion  fe11 so

t i i " t ' uv ' i9?o  t r te  c i t i zens  numbered. '1  01  '  Today

i ; - i "  i " " i  a  saeepy count ry  - town 
w i th  a  g rade

l " i l o o f  
" " " o  

a  m o d e r n  p o s t  o i f i c e  u s i n g  Z I P  C o d e

V24t+ .

The Yoder  ranch ' r ras  s t i l l  ovmec i  tn  1971 by  a
Y o r i e r - - P h i l i p r s  g r a n d s o n r U s c a r  T .  Y o d e r  w h o  h a d
purchase d  i t  in  1  ' ) ' i 1  .  i l i s  name i  s  f  ami l ia r  to
G o s h e n  C o u n t y  r e s i d e n t s  f o r  h e  s e r v e d .  t e n  y e a r s

i n  t h e  i J y o r n i n g  l e g i s l a t u r e  ( 1 9 5 5 ' 1 9 5 5 )  s i x  i n
the  house and four  in  the  senate .

f o o t n o t e s :

1 . Urbanek , i ' iae , , /voming Pl ac e l l  ame s .

2 .  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  O s c a r  T .  Y o d e r ,  L a g r a n g e r ; j y o '
c la iec i  ip t :  .2 ,  

' )97  
)  io  t i r :  au thor .

J .  Y o d c r ,  O s c a r  T . ,  3  n l m e o g r a p h e d ,  u n d a t e o  t q r j t -
rng  en i i t led  t r i l i s to ry  o f  the  Town o f  Yoder ,
i l y o m i n g "  r p g  5 ,

4 .  A l l - e n ,  - L r l o r e n c e  1 i .  t t f 6 d s r  i n  t h e  1 ' ) Z O - t  s t '  ,  ^ - -
r i n n a . l s '  o f  i , ' y o m i n g ,  V o l  . i 9  r [ o . 2  r A c t . 1 9 6 7  r p 9 . 2 5 ]

5 .  I b r d .
i.xxFF*Tx-xx).-*)(-i(i(* i( i(*-r;*-x'xlt{-** )c j+i?+;('v'-l(j()+*+{'*'*'J(;tj( x-i+**

UPdate  no te

r ' le  a re  g ra te f  u1  to  l :he  ion .  0 : ;ca . r  f  .  ioc ie  r
o f  i ,a  Grange r  r j yorn ing  f  o r  the  l  o l lo lv ing  upr ia t r
t o  t h i s  a r t - i c l e  v r r i t t e n  r i u g u s t  ' 7  

r 1 9 8 1  :r r f  i y  c u r r c n t  i n f  o r m a . t i o n  i s  t h a i  t h c  p o p u -
1a- t ion  o i  Yoder  ha . : ;  s tab i f  i zed  a .nd  has  ga ine  d
some a f  t r : r  a .  rnodes t  dec l ine .  I '  r ie rv  water  i ,o ' . ver
i ;  b  - rng  con, ; t r r , ; c ted  anc \  a .  ser ' v ' . ) r  sys ten  . ;a : ;
i n s t a l l e c l  s o n e  t w o  y e a r s ' a g o .  l h e  t c v n  s i 3 n
i n o i c a . t e s  a  p o p r r f a t i o n  o f  1 1 0 r . e 1 : v : i f - i - o n  4 2 4 a . "

r t ' ' 1 y  f a t h e r  w a s  , r r a n k  Y o d - ' r  ( . . 1 ' .  ) . ; e  p a s l j e d
: : " ta .y  in  194J  a t  the  a1e o f  30 .  l ie  l -ed  a  very
- ; - , , v .  l i f - : ,  a a r i l i n . -  , ; l  j ' i  ' 1 1 , . : . . : . i \ , :  . : ' . 1  . , r
the  iea . r  l reek  ,  ta  Cra .nge,  and r - losh i :n  io le
areas .  i  f  ' - ' r ;  ' i r  r ( i? . r  . l reek  west  o i  ua i lTa :n ]e
i n  b h e  h o r n e  t h a t  m " r  e r a n d f  a t h : r  b u i 1 t . ' r(con t inued on  nex t  co lunn)



YgDER INQUIRIES
T h e  Y o d e r  l ' l e w s l e t t e r  w i _ 1 1  p u b l i s h  y o c l e : r - r e l a t e d
a n c e s t r a l  i n q u i r i e s  o r  e x c h a n g e s  f r o m  r e a d e r s .
P l e a s e  l i m i t  t o  a r o u n d  J O  w o r d s  p 1 u : ;  . y o u r  m a i l _
i n g  a d d r e s s .  I t  w o u l d  b e  a p p r e c i i t i : d  i f '  "  " o p y
o f  a n y  h e l p f u l  r e p l i e s  c o u l d  b e  s e n t  t o  t h i s
n e w s l - e t t e r  s o  w e  m a y  h e l p  o t h e r s  w l t h  t h i s  d a t a
i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
, f  ) t*J(J(J( i (J(**r(J(*J€J()f  J+J(x*J(J(Ji) f  {-* i (J(**J+*J(-*.-x*.r(*)()( t  *J(J(r f  *J(*
i ' , leeded:  PA bi r thplace and par : :nts  n. rmcs of  Andrew
K lock  Yode r  (  t g  I ' uS  1812 -  6  t r a r  19 ,2 r  ) .  " . - f , i r f  i " _ "
da  sa tada  ( r4  l e l  1 ] , r z -  9  i , i a r '  191 i )  .  

' o r J " " f * " "_

co rd  1875  1n  re . i n t  ! y ! .  r l l o r t hu rnbe r i i t nd  Jo . , j l l i .
I^t9 p1y : H. S . Yocl er J r, 67 Ot)' i" ie f ocly J,ane, ire th e "O a, t"tt_.,
20817 .
/ r ' � ( * tcJc**J ( ) fJ ( * *x** * * -x* * rc ) t * i c -x* * r+)€)€vr ) f { * ' r * * - r *J ( i ( )cJ ( * * r ( * *

W i s h  t o  f i n d  p a r e r r t s  a n d  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  J o h a n n e s
J o t t e r ,  b . 1 7 6 J  d . : A / 2 6 /  j 8 4 7  r n . ? h r o n i c a  ( V c ; ; ; i ; ; )
l r t lqg l+c ! ,  dau .  o f  l {e rman & l {anna , :mner ich ,  b .
1 1 / ? B / 1 7 6 1 .  d . 9 / 1 9 / 1 L ) 1 .  n .  1 2 / 2 J /  1 1 a 8 .  i o l - , o n . , " "
f  i v e d  i n  R o c k f  a n d  T r v p .  ,  r i e r k s  u  o .  , ? r r .  U h i f  c i r e n :
. : q l l g  P . 6 /  ; o / 1 7 8 9 ; i ' , a i . i a  b .  B / 2 1  / i 7 9 0 ; J a c o b  b .
6 / 2 7  /  1 7 9 2  d , . 9 / ? 1 /  1 8 6 1 . r n 1  L v c j i a , l " o , r r , , n 2  r J a t h e r j - n e

; { n ' 1 }  
( r y  a n c e s t o r ) ;  J o h a . n n e : r ;  b . ( , / 1 r / j 7 , 1  t ,  d , . 6 / 1 ?

/ .  ) ? - 4  0 l  .  ,  i a 8 ( r a f  c  n a  ̂  r . ! , y . ! ' g t i l  ;  j s r n - r  I n ' _ '  n .  1 1  /  1 5  /1 7 9 6 ;  C h r i s t  j - n a  b . Z /  j  / 1 a J O 7 .  ; l t  b o r n  , ( o c k f  a n d
l l p . B a p t .  i n  . , ' h r i s t  ( i , l e r t z )  L u t h .  j h . ,  e x c e o i
C h r l s t i a n  ( g a p t .  l , i o s l e m  z , i o n s  j , u t n .  . 1 , i .  , , r i c - i r r n o n dT w p . .  B e r k s _  L i o . i t e  p l y :  . l _ , a . n , i e 1  , ^ i .  { o t ) e r  r 1 ( t t t  V a i i e y _
br :o r :k  Dr .  ,  Lancas  t r . t .  r . l  I ' i  1 ' , , ( r I  I
* *r(J(JCJ+i(J(**)aJ(J(*x***,(**Jf J(J(i(.***J()tJ()CJ( X i(-X-X ;*)i x,()r)c.xJ(,x.,x-x
u/an tec l :  In f  o .  on  the  loca t ion  o f  i l t  - ;  ind . , : f
r e s e a r c h  f i l e s  o i : . l h a r f  c s  l L , .  y r , . r i  : r , ,  . ,  , ' ) , t . 1 r , .  ) .
9 l l g E .  1 3 9 0 ;  L y r r n  Y o c l  e r  o l l  r , , a i r i - r r o r i t , , ,  .  V r i .  , :  i r c a
T 9 4 O / 5 A . _  r l e f  l y  i o  U .  Y o c j e  r  r ' 2 O ' 1  L a . i , , : r ; h  i r c  j i d .  ,3 a t t l - e  O r e e k ,  ' , : i ) .  

4 9 O 1 j .
xJ(J(J(*t(tr*J()e)c**{ J(*)t-x J(i+*-}+J(n -K* *xx)€J(-i(ici+{;{-)( ni()€r(i+i+**J()ar(

1 ? l ! " q :  . 1 t 1 9 g " , ! I y  o f  i t i z a b e t h  y o d c r - ( s )  b . , ( ) / 1 1  /1 9 0 ,  d . 1 0 / 1 4 / 1 t ) , ' ( , 1  , i a s h i n g t o n  U o . , r , i r .  r n .  l a c h a -
r l a h  S h a r p .  i ) a r e n i s  J a c o b  i o d e r ( s )  l . ' l  d . 1 / t A /

) , t j ! t , . r i , 1 ? . \ :  : o . l i :  a n c i  ; , i f  _ i . z a b c t h  ?  t r . c  i r c a  1 . / 1 1 ,
a . .  t /  b /  1 i J 4 )  , l a s i t . , J o .  ! a . r t e p l y  t o :  r i : ; .  i i .  j l l l n e  ,
l 5 1 B  S t a t e  r r v e ,  r r r j h t a b u l a , O i i  4 4 C ; a 4 .
*1J t ra*J+* icJ ( * * * -xx - i+ i fJ ( * )e )cJa{ - ' x i f t c * }4 . * * , )+ { - .x , \cx* -^ -x  xd ; i -x i (J+ i+* reJ( )c*
i r a n t e d :  U n p u b l i : ; h e c i Y o d e r  L J r b l c  r e c r : r r j r ;  l , j 5 O  o r
p r i o r .  S e n d  d a t a  t o  ? . a 3  l , a i l e r ; i r - i . r , c :  , . , , .  r ; a t t 1 e
0 1 e e k  , i " \ I  4 9 O 1 5  . V / i ] 1  b e  u s e d  i n  f  u l u r e  r t  : . r ^ ; f  : t t , - . r s
o r  . t  n  r e s e a r c h  e f l o r t s  .
****r()+i(+tJ(J()+J( i i i (*x ' t+)r)6') i - t (J("4* '-Fi+rf*-*J(J(*7a*-k{- i -J* i(n-xx.x- i -**,Je; i -

i tan ted :  In fo r r r ta t ion  on  r ' r l sa t i . : rn  yoc i . ; r  l i ncs__
anyg lg  qo i i t s  rescarch  or  hav_ in1J  car ly  i i r r rn is ran t
o r  C i l d  r / o r l d  c i a t a ,  p l e a s e  c r : n t 5 c t  l i o r i : r  n e i v s -
l e t t e r  f  o r  p o s s  j b l c -  a r t i c f r :  c l e v i : l  o i _ - i l L ; n L .
:_ f  _+ : *+ l_ t I t i J ( * . ) ,  i - - r *+  x i (  j ( y r * , t -F*++* r , ,y .  y . i , i . r  i  - : i ; . . x  -y . r  ++++++_+ r -
. i A i r -  i  u ] , . l i  (  c 1 L E . s < ; 1 7 > 6 )  s c t t l e c  a t  ; 1 r _ , a _ t  J ; r a 1 ] p ,
Bucks  Co.  , l ,a .  in  1T '1  9 .  jeek ing  any  ve . i . r i  i i : .b f  e
documenta t  j -on  on  t i r i s  i r rd iv idua l  .  i i ep1 . ; r :  l i sn
H 6 t t l e ,  3 o x  1 1 4 ,  i i l l e n t o . r v n r p a .  i i ; 1 0 i .
x**-x *if *x)cJ(J+-)ci(***x-x-*r r-*l ixxx**xx{-;+ x )c*.x.,F x,-x,xJr}--F-x,J(|�*)c
i /an ted :  i , lo the  r  o f_ - i ra ry  yoder  ( l : :Z l -1a)??)  .  , \a r :J
t + a s  d a u .  o f  J o h n  Y o d e r  o f  C e n t r e  ! i , , i , . . r : r k s  r ] b . .
f A . l / h o  w a s  h i s  r , . r i f e ?  r , i a r y  m . J o h r r  _ i c c l i , . r (  t : 3 Z O -
1 9 O A ' ) ,  s o n  o f  i  o h n  a n d  n e l e c c a  ( , i , ; t , , t c r : r a n ) , l e c k -
e r . _ , l h e y  w e r e  r n c m b i , . r s ; j a l - e r n  ( r l e 1 f c r n 3 . 1  t l ; )  i , u t 1  .
01_.0en, t rc  ? r , rp .  Rep l1 ' :  i . l r s  . l I  j  dn ,cy  , ) ; t I z , tnan rB21 Glen
1 i11en J ) r .  , l3a1 t .Lmore  , i . i l  2 .1229.
**i(J(*J€*trJCx;+i()i i t l ;( ic)+'F'ia-)fi(-;{)i-ts-ts)it i t-)6ii ') i*-x--*xi-;;r,/r-)(yrx-.}: ir,x)++
, /an ted :  In f  o r ina t . ton  on  yoder  0cmct : ; r7  f  oca_tec i
n o r t h  o f  B r o t l ' r e r t o n r s o m e r s e t  0 o . , _ i l i .  i n  i l r e  r n i c i s t
o f  a  s t r ip  mine  nea. r  the  Carnbr ia  T ip l r l c ,  t , . i , j
. - l  oa l  , Inc .  l inown br , r r . i t ' . .1  p l : rce  o f  John Lodt : r  (d  .
9 9 t . 1 , 1 8 6 0 )  a n c i  y r i f c .  i l a r t r a . r a  ( r i . 1 ; . ; g .  1 , 1 t ' , , i - ; ' ) ' -  

-

1 6  o t h e ' r  s t o n e : ; .  1 r ;  t h i s  b u r i i L l  p l a c : r  o - l ' i l l j c h y e -
t i z e r  . l i r i s t i a n t r  Y o d e r  a r n d  h i s  s b n  r i i  s h o p  , - h r l s _
t i a n ?  i / ] r o  e l s e  ?  i i e p l y  t o  r l h a r l . s  1 o r l  c r  , : , ? . 1  : ; ,
t l cn re ,  Avc  ,  Ap t  .  102 ,  Avar l  on  ,1 , : , r .  1 t202!  .
*.xi(xJ(J(,x x,+)c)i*i-r(i(-)cyr* )a,)+-rx* -.".**;:xx;,.x,x).:-)i ){ +i. i(.-)l.t ;a,x-x rr+-t.)(.x {
i / a n i e d : , I n f o r r n a t l o n  o r r  t h e  f r r s t  , ; t i l t . :  o f  . J o n r a r l
: 6 d e r  ( l i g r t h  . . a r : o l i n l r . )  r v n o  r y a . : ;  a i l , l 1 i n r ) r .  , r l s o
an.y  in f  o r tn : r t ion  o1  . )on t . l l t i r s  o t i t c r  v , r  I  i . i _ ,  1nd
c h r l d r e n ,  a s  n t a n y  m a r r i r l r i  U f r n e l , ;  r : r  t i t r : r r  c j a ; c r _ , n _
o : i n t : r .  l i e l - L y a  p : r l l i n e  r i e , i n h a r c ] t ,  : j 0 i  j t . , i a r n l s  L , l . r .
- . e . v t o n ,  I . . J .  - . ,  r , r .
vrv:{ -x {'-):J+*J( ')+ia)ci( J(+ r )i * )( *+ 'x -x-;+l+.x *)(,i(--.+-i:,i:. r,r.,y:i ;i )r. )( ,ir--)+-)a-,v, x r- x )a{-

i /an ted :  Name o f  sh ip ,  exac t  a r r i va f  da te  .  I , la r la
Y 6 d e r  b .  1 7 B O  d .  1 8 6 B  l l o r n e r s e t  J 0 . P a .  , i e c o n d  v r i f e
o f  J o h a n n e s  S c h b t t l e r  b . l l T 6 . t i h r i s t i r n  . j c j L o t t l e r
a r r  j . v e d  J . u I y  ?  , 1 B J  1 .  l i e p l y :  J m c r y  j h e t l e r ,
C h e s l e y , O n t a r i o  I J O G  1 1 0 ,  I l  . l t .  1 .
t)cJ(x Jf * rf J(J(*)f )aJ(rFt€t(*Jt{- xtc xJ( xxja **+*,r{-)t -F.)( )i,+,x,): * *,x i(-jf j(* *tc
S e e k i n g  i n f o .  o n  i ' / i 1 f  i a i r  i i e n r y  Y o t t c r ,  c a 1 1 e d
" H e n r y " .  i ' l a r r i e d  I ' l a t i f  c l a  I , i e t z g e r  ( l a l l -  1 9 1  1  )  .  j j e
d i e d  b e l o r e  1 9 0 O .  T 6 e ' y  l l v e d  i n  i ; ' r e e m a n s b u r g ,
l {o r thampton u 'o .  , JJA lvhere  hc  owned cana l  boats
runn ing  on  the  Leh igh  Cana l  .  I iep ly :  i r . i chard  Yot -
t e r , J 2 . 1  r ) .  l t r e w p o r t  R d ,  L i t i t z , P - 1 1  .  1 7 r 4 i .
{-)€t('***-r*)c'r*.*i(rt)f ,(J(*J(r(J(i(-x*r(-**tt)+{,-rJ({-)c*-xi(,y.)1-i:-*)€i(i(*l+J+l(
' , 1 'ho  r ' t ' : r c  thc  l - t t ces  io rs  c i  i i n r ia  foder ,  born  : r .bout
112 'd ,  a t : : r r  i , : r1  . to  , r : .mu. ' f  i - c ren  iS  ( , i ing)  ,  bo tn  17  24  ,
d red  1J i : , )  2 .11e j . rn ln i i l r i l n t  r ' r i th  fa th : r  Jacob. ; \nna
anc i ; ja .o iue l  had son Jaco: - �  K lng  who na- r r ied  l la rbara
Z u 1 ;  ( Z o o k ) . . i : s p o n c i  t o : i ' , a b c l -  i ' , r u n k , 2 4 1 ' 1  J e t f c r s t - t n
1'"'L"":'1_Lr=L1:i=1:l:1::JJJ:=:::='3-2======
Who were  the  ances tors  o f  Jacob Eschboch yoder?
Born  1818,  l i ved  near  Fo t ts town pA,  Mennon i te ,
Severa l  b ro thers ,  a l l  the i r  names began w i th"J" .  Went  to  Lynchburg  VA as  miss ionary  to
f reed s laves .  m.  Anna Whi taker .  Rep ly  to r  JoanYo d e r' = l3 := ::r1 1= 3: ::=Ilgl= ::l:l=I 2 =?!?u j .
D e s c e n d a n t s  o f  B i s h o p  C h r i s t i a n  C .  y o d e r  ( l ? 9 0 -
1 8 4 6 ) ,  S o m e r s e t  C o .  F A I ! !  H i s  h o m e s t e a d  s r a v e -
yard  has  fa I len  in to  ob l i v ion  and is  be i ie
p l o w e d  o v e r .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e i t o r -
ing  th is  s i te ,  severa l  o ther  descendants  cou ld
use your  he lp .  Contac t r  Chr is  yoder ,  ZO)  Lake-shire l=1=331:l:=9:::I=5=1?l1i:======

- 8 L ' L , 1 ,  S J J T I O I I :  i h i s  n e r . r s l , : r r : r  r v i f l  i d e n t i f y
Yc ' r l  c r - re l .a t r_ 'd  boo l< : ;  cur rcn t ly  r  va l lab ] r . ,  fo r
] r u r c h a s e .  l f  y o u  , i l t r _ r . , '  u i  a n y  s u c h  b o o k s
o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  o t i r e r  r e a c l e r i ,  p 1 = . " "  a d v i s e
i : h .  , . r r ' i  f , r n . : .

l'escendants €-+glig_J=__yogsJ, by Dl il iren-iEiEil-T?5iig- rhe descendants of ravicj y.
Y o d e r  ( 1 8 2 0 - 1 s 9 9 )  o f  s o , r . r s : i - J o l , r , r : . .  D a v i dr r a s  a  s o n  o f  y o s t  H .  r a . s o n  o f  H e n r y  y . ,  a  s o no f  a r ro the r .  yos t  yode i  ( a l l  n :mbers  o t .  t he  r , im i shI o d e r  l r n : ) .  S a d i e  ; r e n n e m a r i ,  * i A o ,  o i .  r f i ,  s a y sr ;h :  has  qu i t e  a  f  ew-  cop ies  o f  t f . , i "  21E  t ; ; ;  ; ; ; ;1 c i ' t  a n d  v r o u l d  b e  g l a d ' t o  s e l l - s o r e  , l  p o s t  p a i d .
3i9:"  l i " ' ; . :? : te  i renneman,  r t t  .1  ,Bo; ' j64; j " i l " ' : .

t )  )  ) e  .

_ l e ! 9 e n c c n . t ?  o . l '  J a c r - b  i l g c h s t e t l e r ,  : y  . i a r v = - , ,r o s : ? t t , ' r .  ' _ h  i . i  r c p r i n t  o f - T E ] - l f l 7 ' " i . r " ; "  
- i =

i : : . : l : " l i 1 9 a r r l  a  y o d e r  b o o k .  r t  c i o e s , r . , o r " " " i ,
f  nc - i  L tL ia  c t  a ta  on  rnany  o f  thc  o r . i rnar r l y  : imrsh
I o c i e r  l 1 n e s .  _ r - t s ^  a v a r l a b i l  l ' t y - u r i l l  b e  r v e f c o m e dDy . iu  l r te  a  f  ev , r  o f  our  reac ie rs .  Ih is  I  ZAO page
v c f u m e ^ n r a y  b e  o r d e r e d  f r o m :  T h e  G o s n e l  J o o k s t o r e .
i ? : 2 ? ? 1  . . . 3 : r t i n ,  u i .  4 4 e  1 0  f o r  r i ; . i r - p i ; ; " ; i : ; ; '
l a n  - l r r ^ ^ i ^ . .

L  r p r l t { .

l 'he ' ,-  
ub _l '  i -o 

,  lyihrls Y;d;;;13-. r{eub-on yocrer i ,r 'as rne son andg i ' a n d s o n  o f  t v i o  g e n e r a i r o n s  o f  r i m i s h . l _ L s h c , o s  c f
; : : " 1 : : i  

C o . , : a . ' . b o t h  n a m e r t  J f . , " i " i . u , .  y o r , t e r .  t h i sr ) b  p a g e  s o f t - b o u n d  b o o k  c o n t : r i n s  a .  d e s c e n d a n t
* l : : : I 9 i { ,  

2 6  p h o t o g r : r p } - i s .  o f  f a m i . l y  m e m b e r s  a n dn o r n e s t 3 a c l s ,  a n c e s t r a l  i n f o r r n a t i o n  i n d  " "  u p p . " J i "cont . l in ing  na ,ny  .documents  i . r r i t ten  o .y  j1 { ru  Den andn r i l  i r n c c : j t o r l ; .  i , r _ i c e  , r 6  p t r . r s  l J 9 :  ; t c : . : t t : . g c ,  . [ . r o m :J t l r i s  Y o d a r , Z O ' t  t  a k e s h i r l .  t f a .  , f a t i f  , ,  U i c e t  , y : i ' i , l C r l , ,
,  , ; ' ?T= i l {  1 !?o ld  o f  " ' }+ ,  +9g . . i t l l l , bv  - i a1e '  , ' : . v i a l r .r - L  I  l o d e r  w a . s  b c r r n  4 /  1 /  l B r t  n . t a t r  , j : r f  i s f  u r y , t r a .  , i t i ! '
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REVETATToNS FROM BARBARA sHrRKrs wrl,tr, 4.ib orl,oro E.hirKi9rrthel l .  arr le ol QocI Anren.
Rachel Kreider Jt..r )ei3",t^-.5!;t ";6^"tt;d*-ii!,,*-26,-"-tt,,-&Jaal

C^'.r*-; L{ d i4.*. .-,.d *r - l* i<4saeat*L

Trlent i fv ing the ear ly Amish Yoders in Amer-  . -1 * tn*- .  t I -* I<.wt*uQr!*Ar* * ' t t . t ia ,L; ta** tLI , -ut- - i - i r / ' '  i1*
r u u r r w 4 4 J

ica and re iat ing them in fami l ies.has for  years
U"""  "  very Oi f i icu l t  exerc ise.  The repet i t ion ._Quot ing- f rom the_beginni lg .a ld lhq end of  the
oi  names a i - rd the conf l ic t ing data f rom ear ly  wi l l '  we f indr  " I ,  Barbara Shirk  of  Cocal ico Town-
t imes made the puzzle a lmosi  impossib le to solve.  sh ip,  Lancaster  County,  in  the State of  Pennsyl -
Descendants of  Crrr is t ian yoder b Eprrrue- isg *"""  vania. . . . .have hereunto.set  my hand and seal  th is
g;;d-;;;"d-keepers, "na rfr"n oFail l-fr i 'atient- seventh day of January in the year one thousand
iy asked,  "Then why d idnr t  one of  them wr i te down seven hundred and n inety."  -She had made her  mark
wiro h is  ia ther  was and h is  uncles arrd aunts?" ,  the (x)  ln  th,e_ presence of  l ' {ar t in  Kel ler ,  John Ke11er,
*r.r"ln". wasr "In thoJe days aJ-1- those who mattered and John v. Dishony. In rtem r she nominated "my

io- t i t " *  a l ready knew., ' t  be loved brother- in- law John Hertz ler  and my nephew
Jacob Jother  to be executors.  .  .  .  .  "  The bequests

As i t  turns out ,  someohe BL l1sted h is  s ib-  were made ' to  my beloved brothers and s is terst  v iz ,
f i ne i .  On  Oc tobe r ' 22 ,  ! 809 , -6ne  Chr i s t l an  Yode r  Ch r i s t i an  Jo the r '  h i s  he i r s '  Jacob  Jo the r ,  M ichae l

? i lT "n " "  Ch r i s t )  w ro te r  , , . . . . . now  I  w i l l  w r i t e  Jo the r ,  John  Jo the r ,  my  s i s te r  l v .agda lene  he r  ch i l d -
Oo,r r , r : - r . ,  what  years my Fatherrs brothers and ren,  my s is ters Anna King and Veronica Hertz ler . . . . "
s is ters were (born)" i  la ter  in  the wi l l  she repeated the names but  af ter"my  s i s t - r  Ca the r i ne  Kau f fman  he r  ch i l d ren  j o i n t l y

Aunt Barbara yoder Born in fne year t?25 o_ne share she added "but their Father Isaac
Aunt  l la t t ie  Yoder Born in  the year  L?26 Kauf fman sha11 have no par t  nor  c la i -m thereto. . . . "
Uncle Chr is t ian Yoder 3orn in  the year  1728
Aunt  El izaue{t r  yoa"r  Born i -n the year  I?29 ^.  coupled wi th in format ion gfeaned e lsewhere,  Dr .
Uncle John yoder Born in  the year  I?)Z.  Ginger ich could now construct  a l is t  l ike th is
Father  yost  yoder Born in  the-year  1?34 (approximat ing the dates wi th in several  years)r
Aunt Franny Yoder Born in t 'he yea.r L7,39
uncle Jacob Yoder Born in  t r re vear  rzao cather ine ca 1720 m'  Isaac Kauf fman

Chr i s t i an  ca  I722 i  d  77?2  i n  Be rks  Coun ty ;

Fur ther  a long in the account ,  Jacob C.  Yoder,  o Barbara (probably Bei ler)

his grandson, who contj-nued the genealogy and had l{agdalena ca 7?24 m' Christian Fisher

descended f rom two d i f ferent  Yoder i ineE,  Jaia Jacob ca 1726;  d '  L79O in Lancaster  Co' r

that  on h is  mother 's  s ide he was descended f rorn m'  Anna -1 This one f i ts

Butcher Chrlstian, son of Yostr who was the son of to be tfrE-IEEf Strong Jacob)

Strong Jacob.  That  the above chi ldren be)-onged Anna ca 7728;  d.  in  Berks County; .m.
io-st iong Jacob was thus handed down in pr in t  f ron Samuel  Koenig (x ing)
th is  source,  an others,  for  many |€?.r .sr  l ,4 ichael  ca 17301 d.  I?99 in Mi f f l in  Co;

Research  in  the  Lancas ter  Cour thouser  ho ! -

ever ;  showed tha t  there  was someth ing  no t  r igh t

about  th is .  S t rong Jacob d id  have the  same
"" rus  fo r  h is  ch i ld ren  bu t  the  da tes  d id  no t  f i t '

HJ himsel-f  had to be of the same generation as

those ch i ld ren .  Sure ly  Butcher  Chr is t  knew who

f r i s -g ranafa ther  was '  b i r t  the- in fo rmat ion  f rom h is

srandson, who was that rnuch further removed and

Xad a  mix  o f  Yoder  b lood on  bo th  s ides  o f  the

i ,o " " " ,  was  hard ly  tha t  re l iab1e.  By  L9?0 Dr '  Hugh

Ginger ich  o f  Wash ing ton ,  D.  C.  '  ha !  tu rned sus-

tai ied attention to the Yoder problems and fami-

l ia r i zed  h imse l f  no t  on ly  w i th  the  ind iv idua l
Yoders but the Amish famil ies with whom they

in te rmar r ied .  The task  was no t  easyr  fo r  example ,
n" fo""O two John Yoders both born about 1732 and

each married to an Anna!

A s  l t  o f t e n  h a p p e n s ,  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  p u z z l e
tu rned up  unexpected ly  wh i le  in  pursu i t  o f  o ther
i n t e r e s t s .  F a u l  V .  H o s t e t l e r  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t '
g randson o f  the  Hoste t le r  h is to r ian  who he lped
H a r v p v  H o s t e t l e r  c o m p i l e  t h e  D e s c e n d a n t s  o f  J a c o b
H o c h s t e t l e r  ( t h e  f a m o u s  H o s t e t l e r  b o o k  o f  7 9 L 2 ) ,
was t ry ing  to  c lear  up  some prob lems in  connect -
ion  w i th  h is  own roo ts .  He was re fe r red  to  Ann-
e t t e  B u r g e t  o f  t h e  F e n n s y l v a n i a  G e r m a n  S o c i e t y .
S h e  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  a  l o n g  l e t t e r ,  w h i c h  c o n f i r m e d
tha t  most  o f  us  had been on  the  wrong t rack  a lso
i n  i r i e n t i  f v i n g  t h e  i m m i s r a n t  J a c o b  i l o c h s t e t l e r .
When in  the  course  o f  the i r  cor respondence she
found out that Paul was also researchi-ng. Hartz-
le rs  and p inpo in t ing  the  loca t ion  o f  the  ear l i -
e s t  A m i s h  f a r m s ,  s h e  s e n t  h i m  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  w i l l
o f 'one  rBarbara  Sh i rk ,  wh ich  had a  re fe rence in
i t  to  a  Her tz le r .  He prompt ly  and generous ly
shared i t  w i th  Dr .  G inger ich  and rece ived a  te le -
phone ca l l  f rom the  la t te r  tha t  f i r s t  n igh t .
B a r b a r a  Y o C e r ,  t h e  s e c o n d  w i f e  o f  J o h n  S h i r k ,
h a d  n a m e d  h e r  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s ,  o u t l i n i n g
for  us  one o f  the  f i rs t  two Amish  fdmi l ies  in
Amer ica l

J o h n  c a  I ? 3 2 ;  d .  1 8 0 4  i n  B e r k s  C o u n t y s
m. Anna

F e r t r a n n  . ^  1 2 j 4 ;  d .  L 7 9 0  i n  T , a n c a s t e r  C o ;'  
=u"o"a'*7i  jo i"  shirk

V c r o n i  e z  o z  1 l j ( ;  d .  1 8 0 6  i n  l , , i f f 1 i n  C o ;
m.  John Her tz le r

The mother  o f  these ch i ld ren ,  accord ing  to
pers is ten t  t rad i t ion ,  was  the  fa rnous  "Widow

Barbara" .  To  th is  day  there  has  no t  been found
any sa t is fac to ry  documenta t ion  fo r  th i -s ,  nor  has
i t  been d i -sproved.  There  are  n ine  ch i ld ren  in
the family, but not eight of them sons, as one
s tory  has  i t "  We are  inc l ined  to  be l ieve  tha t
th is  i s  indeed the  fami ly  o f  Widow Barbara  and
tha t  the  fa ther  there fore  d ied  a t  sea"  There
has  been specu la t ion  about  h is  name,  some even
p u b l i s h e d  a s  f a c t ,  b u t  m o r e  e v i d e n c e  i s  n e e d e d .
From a study of land transfers we bel ieve that
the  fa ther  o f  the  o ther  fami ly  was Chr is t ian .
A B ib le  record  g ives  a  death  da te  fo r  h i rn  o f
r {n r ranhar  1 ry . j<  +he au tumn before  chr is t ian  Der,  L I  I )

E-ghwe.i-g.,  now bel ieved to be hi-s son, cane over
t h e  A l l e g h e n i e s  t o  S o m e r s e t  C o u n t y .

F ind ing  th is  w i l l  was  indeed a  break- th rough.
Dr .  G inger ich  cou ld  now account  fo r  a l l  the  Amish
Yoder  ma les  in  the  f i rs t  th ree  genera t ions  and
cou ld  make in te l l igen t  specu la t ions  on  the  un-
named marriage pardners, but there was st i l l  work
to  do .  Were  the  heads o f  the  two fami l ies  b ro-
thers?  Does i t  s ign i fy  any th ing  tha t  the  o ldes t
son in each family was naned Christ ian? What was
the  cor rec t  senera t ion  o f  ch i ld ren  in  the  two
John-Anna fami l ies?  What  i s  the  most  p romis ing
connecting l ink with the Anabaptist Joders of that
t ime in Europe? Much progre-ss has been made, but
t h p  f a s e i n a t i n p ' n r o c a s s  o f  - e r i n i n o  f h t p  Y o d e r
f a m i l y  o u t l i n e s  g o e s  o n  a n d  o n .  P e r h a p s  w e  a r e
look ing  fo r  dooumenta t ion  tha t  no  longer  even ex is ts !

- - - o o o 0 o o o - - -



Karl Joder, a researcher from Ludwigphafen/Rhein,
Germany, has researched the Europ,r:an Joder families for
many years. The following article is based on his many
notes, brochures, and chans.

The surname of Yoder is derived from the Alemannic
given name "Theodor," derived from a Greek word
meaning "man of God." The finr known bishoo in
Swizerland was Saint Theodorus, who died abour 393
A.D. His name was later changed to Sainr Jodc,r in rhe
German-speaking sections of Swizerland, where ir
continues to be prwalent today.

Alrcady in the fourth and fifrh centurics, rhe.frxlers are
known to have sertled on rhe right shore of rhc Emmc
River on what is still known roday as'.Joder Hubel," or'Joder 

Hill" (elwation 9,870 feer). 
'fhis 

hill was
dweloped inro a walled srronghold ro prorecr JcxJer clans
thLroughout rhe years.

On a 1384 tax register for rhe small village of Hurtwil,
Ulli Joder and his son, Heini Joder, are recorded as thc
highesr raxed familic. According ro various Gerrnan
knights' records, E.lsi Zaugg, daughrer of Blacksnrith perer
Zaugg of Sumiswald, gave a large trac-r fronr her ertate ro
the German knights. Becaue of an unusually hard plague
that probably caused the death of several of Ulliis and
Elsi's chil&en, tradirion stares rhar rhis gifr of land nray
have been a roken of graritude for sparing onc of her
chil&en.

Ulli 's and Elsi's only known son, Heini Jodcr, nrovrt
about 1385 ro Sreffisburg, Switzerland, in rhe southern
part of the Emmenral. The Joders lived here for
approximarely eleven generations before the Joders who
joined the WiedertaUt'er, or Anabaptrsr, movrnrenr were
forced to leave their homeland in search of relieious
frecdom.

The Steffisburg Joders, primarily farmers, were also
involved in a variery of rrades and servicc in civil
adminisrration offices. In 1428 a Jost Joder served as
govemor at Laueren near Thun. Accounts of ]oders
involved in rhe Anabaprisr movenlenr includc Hcinijoder,
teacher and preacher, who was arrested and imprisoned in
Basel in 1531. Karl Joder's rcsearch al.o revcali a number
o( joder familier who migared ro the Alsace or ro rhc
Pfalz and larer ro America.

Karl Joder rracc his ancesrry ro Ulli Jodcr, lxrrn about
134z0 in Hutrwil, Swirzerland, and m:uried to Elsi
Zaugg/Zo<:k. Although no connec-tion has yet been made
to idenrify where Immigranr "Vidow" 

Barbara yrxler fits
into the family, we can assume ar rhis rirne rhar Ulli and
Elsi (Zaugg) Joder could be her husband's ance;rors.l

Ulli and Elsi (Zaugg) Joder's son, Heini Jodcr, manied
Leni Gerber. Karl Joder traces their two sons, I)erer and
Jost, through a number of generations thar inrermarried
with Blanks, Esches, Gingerichs, Kauffmans, Meyen,
Millos, Rupps, and Zooks, many of whom came to
America. The follorving is a listing of nine Yoder
generations traced tlrroug.lr European church records.

1.  Ul l i  Joder,  b.  ca.  1340
m. Elsi Zaugg

2. Heini Jodc, b. ca. 1353
m. l-tni Cerbs

3. Jmt Joder, b. 1387; d. at Steffisburg, Switzerlmd
4. Cmpar Joder, b. at Sreffisburg

a. Pcru Jodcr
m. Madlcn Zaugl
b. Cspar Jodr

nr. Margret Moser

Th is  a r t i c l e  has  been - rep r i n ted ,  w i t h  pe rm i - ss ion ,
f rom the Apr i1,  lg9 l  issue of  "The nenirsyfvania 

- '

Mennoni te Her i tage, ' ,  -  the quarter ly  ,agar l r " ,u-o i -

iii5'ftli?#:J"il3::'ff"3*l:ll"il ilF;;:',
Nine generations of yoders apl)edr
in European cburch records.

Europeln yoder Research
t$y Lois Ann Mast

5. Caspar Joder
m. Margret Mmr (or Meym)
a. Pauli Jodcr
b. Balrhcar Jodu

m. Anna Jcr
c. Puq lalcr

nl. 
-I-rini 

Eymann
(1) Perer Joder

rr. Magdalcne Zaugg
(>. Balrhasar Jqls, b. 1525 ar Steffiiburg

m. Anna Josr
a. Crpar Jodc

m. Anni  Morr
b. Elsi Joder

m. Hans Meya
(l) Hrns J\{eyer, b. June 12, l5g0
(2) Elsi Meyer, b. Sept. 15, 1582
(3) Perer Meya, b. Mar. 18, 1585
(4) Caspar Meya, b. Aug. 31, 1587
(5) Christoffel Meyer, b. June 20, l59t

7. Caspar Jtxlcr, b. i548 at Sreffisburg
m. . lan.  17,  1571 Anni  Mcs
a. Pauli Jodcr

m. Fr. rncis I  lcnnig
(1)  Anni  Jodr,  b.  Apr.  18,  1591
(2) Caspar Joder, 6. May 4, 1592
(l) Vercna Joder, b. July 7, 1593

b. Caspar JuJa
m. Margrct Hennig

c. Elsi Jodcr, b. at Steffisburg
8. Caspa Jodcr, b. Feb. 24, 1571

m. July 4, 1595 Marpyet Hennig
a. Pcra Joder, b. June 5, 1597
b. Heini Jodcr, b. Oa. 10, 1599
c. Margrct Joder, b. Feb. 8, 160l
d. Niclaus Jodr, b. July 17, 1503
e. Barbra J<xler, b. Sept. 28, 1506
f. Josr Joder, b. Nov. 30, 1507
g. Nicolau Joder, b. Mu. 25, 16O9

9. Jct Jodcr, b. Nov. 30, 1607, at Steffisbug
m. Ocr, 14, 1642 Anna Trachsel
a. Hans Joda, b. Apr.2l, 1644

m. July 17, 167l Catluine Risa
(1) Catlrin Joder, b. Jily 2t,1672
(Zl Anna Joda, b. Jan. 15, 1674
(3) Jcr Joder, b. Sepr. 19, 1575

m. Magdalene Gmber
(4) Barbara Joder, b. Aug. 14, 167g
(5) Christian Joda, b. Apr. 9, 1580
(51 Vuena Joder, b. Feb. 12, 1682
(7) Hms Joder, b. Mar. 29, t69I
(8) Vaena Joder, b. M;r�. 12, 1693

b. Anna Joda, b. Apr. 19,1546
c. Vcrena Joder, b. Sept. 1.2, 1647

m. N. Rupp
d. Pcter Joda, b. 1549

m. Dec.  13,  1684 _stahl i  {?)
e. Jakob Joder, b. Apr. 4, t652

m. Jan. 9, 1585 Verena Kaufmann
(1) Hars Joder, b. Nov. 19, 1585
(2) Christian Jods, b. Feb. 6, t6B7
(3) Anna Joder, b. Sepr. 15, 1688

f. Anna Joder, b. July 17, 1653
m. Dec. 13, 1580 Chrisrian Blank
(1) Christian Blank, b. Oct. 15, 1581
(2) Anna 8lank, b. Mar. 9, 1584
(3) Hans Blank, b. June 21, 1585
14) Jost Blank, b. May 13, 1588
(5) Barbara Blank, b. Da. 21, 1590

g. Barbara Joder, b. Ocr. 28, 1d55
m. N. Berger

h. ChLrisrian Joder, b. May lO, 1657
m. Ma. 10, 1584 Bubara Gerber
( l )  PererJoder,  b.  Aug. 2,  1585
(2) Christian Joda, b. Mar. 20, 1687

m. Magret Gerba

i. Caspar Jods, b. ca. 1664
m. Jan. 21, 1681 Vama Srauffer
(1)  AnnaJodc,  b.  Apr.  15,  1582
(2) Anna/Ottilie Joda, b. Mav 20. 1583

m. Antoni Stauffer
(3) Hans Joder, b. Oct. 24, 1585,

m. Cathcin Esch
Children: Vsonica (m. lohann
Eichelberga) and Jakob
(m. Anni Esh)

(4) Christian Jodo, b. Feb. 15, 1591
m. Anna Maria Claus

(5) Caspa Joder, b. Scpr. t, 1595
m. Magdalene Giingerich

(6) Peter Joder, b. Feb. 18, 1700
(71 Barbara Joder, b. Oct. 29, 1703

j. Carherin Joda, b. July 8,1666
m. Jan. 9, 1685 Haro Rupp
(1) Hans Rupp, b. Feb. 5, 1587
(2) Hans Rupp, b. Mar. 25, 1589
(3) Catlrin Rupp, b. Sept. l, 1592

Nicolaus Joda, b. Ma'. 25, 1609
m. Oc:.. 14, 1642 Anna Trachrl
a. Barbaa Joda, b. Mat. B, 1644

m. Jan. 30, 1666 Hans Rupp
(1) Chrisrian Rupp, b. Oct. 29. 1672
(2) Chrisrina Rupp, b. F$. 20, 1676
(l) Anna Rupp, b. Oc.. t2,1679
(4) Jakob Rupp, b. Jn. 24, 1686

. (5) Bcnedic Rupp, b. Sept. 23, 1688
b. Anna Joder, b. Apr. 13, 1545

m. lan. 7, 1670 Hans Bergm
c. Caspar Joder, b. June 4, 1648

m. .lan.7, 1670 Anni Zatgg
(1) Anna Jodc, b. Nov. 2, 1572
(2) Christina Joda, b. Mar. 75, t674
(3) Magrer Joder, b. Fe6. 6, 1676
(4) Hans Joder, b. Oc.. 7, 7677
(5) Barbara Joder, b. Drc. 7, 1679
(61 Vaena Jodcr, b. Jan. 28, 1583
(7) Chrisrine Joder, b. Jan. 28, 1583
(8) Mathis Joda, b. July 20, 1584
(9) Caspar Joder, b. Feb. 5, 1587

(10) Vaena Joder, b. Oct. 20, 1589
(1 1)  Carhr in Joder,  b.  July 30,  1693
112) Niclau Joder, b. Feb. 23, 1595

d. Adam Joder, b. July 22, 1550
m. lan. 9, 1671 Barbli Oclxenbein
(1) Hans Joder, b. Mar. 70, 1572
(21 Nrclaus Joder, b. Oct. 5, 1573
(3) Barbara Joder,  b.  Apr.9,1676
(4) Jcr Joder, b. Oa. S, 1579
(5) Caspar Joder, b. Sept. 9, 1583

e. Hans Jodc, b. July 22,7650
m. Mar. 9, 1588 Anna Eicher
(1) Caspu Joder, b. July 28, 1589
(2) Magdalene joda, b. Oct. 4, 1591
(3) Caspr Joder, b. Jan.28,1694
(4) Anna Joder, b. Feb.2, 1596
(5) Barbara Jodcr, b. Mar. 13, 1598
(5) Mrgret Joda, b. Mar. 10, 1700
l7J Cathrin Joder, 6. May 28, 1702
(8) Hans Joder, b. Oa. 5, 17M
(9) Vcrena Joder, 6. Apr. 22,7708

(10) Elsberh Joder,  b.  Nov.  9,  1710
(1 1) Peter Joder, b. Apr. 2, 1773
(12) Chrisrian Joder, b. June 28, 1715

f . Magdalene Joder, b. Fe6. 29, 1652
m. Apr, 26,"!689 Peter Meyer
(1) Caspa Meyer, b. Mar. 30, 1590
(2) Madlen Meyer, b. Feb. 5, 1593
(3) Madlcn Meyer, b. Apr. 15, 1594
(4) Hans Meyc, b. Sept. 4, 1598
(5) Verena Meyer, b. Mar. 6,7707
(5) Anna Meycr, b. Ant. 29, 1703
(71 Margret Meyer, b. Apr. 25, 1705
(8) Christian Meya, b. Se1>r. 22, 1709

g. Annegrcr Joder, b. Apr. 10, 1553
m. Feb. 10, 1573 Ulli Risser
(1) Hms Rtlsrr, b. Feb. 7, 1674
(2) Anna Riisa, b. Apr. 22, 1675

h. Jost Joder, b. Jan- 13, 1555
n). Jan. 9, 1585 Barbara Ruppr
(1) Barbara Joder, b. Aug. 29,1686
(21 Anna Joder,  b.  July l ,  1588
(3) Johann Joda, b. 1710
(4\ Christian ld(I, b. 1712

i. Salomea Joda, b. Apr. 13, 1555
nr. Mu. 7, 1678 Hans Gsber O

(see fuz ' ther  orr  page 8)

10.



(addenda to  l ' {as t rs  a r t i c le  on  page ?)

The fami l ies  o f  Jos t  and N ico laus  Joder  o f
S te f f i sburg  are  cer ta in ly  no t  the  on ly  ones  f rom
whom Amer ican Yoders  may be  descended.  There  are ,
however ,  reasons  to  pay  par t i cu la r  a t ten t ion  to
these fami l ies  when a t tempt ing  to  sor t  ou t  the
European or ig ins  o f  var ious  Yoder  l ines .  Some o f
these are  ou t l ined  be lowr

1 .  Research  by  Kar l  Joder  and Dr .  Don Yoder
has  ident i f ied  Hhns and Jos t  Joder  (para  10d (1 )  &
( 4 ) )  a s  b e i n g  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  0 1 e y  V a 1 1 e y
Yoder branch and the f irst of the name in Ameri-ca.

2 ,  Kar j .  Joder  has  es tab l i shed tha t  1820 Amish
immigrant t ' / i ichael Yoder was the grandson of Jacob
Joder ,  son  o f  Hans Joder  and Cather ine  Esch (para
9 i  ( 3 ) ) .

J .  F i v e  c h i l d r e n  o f  J o s t  J o d e r  ( p a r a  9 )  w e r e
ident i f ied  in  1690 Ste f f i sburg  records  as  sus-
pec ted  Anabapt is ts  t  Pe ter  (9d) ;  . la l rob  (  9e  )  ;  Anna
( 9 f ) - w i f e  o f  C h r i s t i a n  B l a n k ;  C h r l s t i a n  ( 9 h ) l
a n d  C a s p a r  ( 9 i ) .

4 .  Two ch i ld ren  o f  N ico laus  Joder  have known
or  suspec ted  Anabapt is t  l inksr  Jos t  (para  1Oh)
was a  suspec ted  Anabapt is t  in  1590;  Sa lo rnea
,(para 10i) a:rd her husband Hans Gerber were
l a b e l e d  A n a b a p t i s t s  i n  1 5 ! 1 .

5 .  The Staadtsarch ivs  o f  Bern  show a  record  o f
? f t6 / t69o " the  governnent  o rders  the  prov inc ia l
governor  o f  T raschse lwa ld  to  f ind  ou t  whether
the Arinabaptists Jost Joder and Christ ian Blank
of  S te f f i sburg ,  as .have been repor ted ,  a re  s tay-
ing 1n Schangnau and whether they took their
cap i ta l  w i th  them.  As  soon as  th is  i s  ascer ta lned,
a  repor t  sha l l  be  g iven to  the  Tauferkammer  there .  "

Were  these 10h and p f?  f t  seems l i ke1y .
6 .  The Staadtsarch ivs  o f  Bern  show in  a  record

dated  4 /8 / f695r  "The Anabapt is t  Chr is t ian  Joder ,
o f  the  ju r isd ic t ion  o f  S te f f i sburg ,  has  le f t  the
count ry .  For  the  proper ty  he  took  a long he  must
p a y  a  5 %  f e e  o f  1 0  l b s ( ? ) . "  W a s  t h i s  t h ?  F o s s i b l e .

7 .  Er lenbach,  repor ted  home o f  Amish  founder
Jacob Ammar, is only &.bout ten miles di-stance from
Steff isburg. When Amman made his tour of 7693 to
seek  suppor t  fo r  h is  theo log ica l  ideas ,  one o f
the  min is te rs  accompany ing  h im was a  "Chr is t ian

B lank" .  Can anyone o f  our  readers  shed l igh t  on
whether this was the same man as at para !h?

8. One Hans Gerber was known to have been with
Amman a t  He ide lshe im in  A lsace in  1711.  Cou ld
th is  have been the  same as  the  man a t  para  10 i?==============================================:

C 0 M I N G  I N  f S S U E  # 3 1 1 .  N e w  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  K e n
Hot te l ,  A l len town PA,  on  Hans Joder  o f  Upper
B u c k s  C o . ,  F A  ( G r e a t  S w a m p ) .  D o r o t h y  C o f f m a n ,
o f  Ma lvern  FA has  found new mater ia l  on  the
l, lontgomery Co . Yod ers .

( c l i p p i n g  s e n t  b y  l . : r s .  N e t t i e  P o t e a t  o f  H i c k o r v
Nor th  Caro l ina  ,  p r in ted  in  the  DATLY RECORD.  ) -

The J l rd  annua l  Yoder  fami ly  reun ion  was he ld
Sunday(1J th  o f  August )  a t  Z ion  Lu theran Church .

The Nor th  Caro l ina  Yoders  a re  descended f rom
Germanic -Swiss  p ioneer  Conrad Yoder ,  who came to
Catawba County  a round 1750.  H is  g rave  is  jus t
s o u t h  o f  Z i o n  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  h i s  c h i l d r e n  h a l p e d
s t a r t  i n  t h e  1 7 9 0 , s .

I r e s i d e n t  J i m m y  Y o d e r  o p e n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g .  R i c h -
ard  Yoder  p resented  memor ia l  roses  to  the  fami l ies
o f  seven c lan  members  who d ied  dur ing  the  las t
year ,  and repor ted  on  the  Yoder  News le t te r ,  a  new
n a t i o n a l  f a m i l y  p u b l i c a t i o n .

He and Dr .  Lar ry  Yoder  o f  Leno i r -Rhyne Co l lege
repor ted  tha t  the  memor ia l  to  Dr .  Rober t  Anderson
Y o d e r , , f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c o 1 1 e g e ,  i s  n e a r i n g
c o m p l e t i o n  o n  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  r a z e d - y o c l e r  B u i l d - -
ing  on  campus.

They urged a l l  fami ly  members  and f r iends  to
designate! any glf ts to-TFit -ol lege ToF i lne-memor-
i a 1  s i n c p  t h e  c l a n  c a r ' l  i  e r  . p " o o . l  f ,
memor ia l  

46r  esu  "o  suPPor t  the

N e x t  y e a r ' s  r e u n i o n  w i l l  b e  a t  Z i o n  C h u r c h  o n
the  second Sunday in  August .
=================================================

The 1000-page vo lume wh ich  t races  over  140
Amish surnarnes from immigration to an arbitrary
date  o f  1850 is  near ing  pub l ica t ion .  Dr  l lueh  

"

I ' .  G inger ich ,  FhD,  o f  l fash ing ton  DC and Rac[e l
! t r .  Kre ider ,  i v iA .  o f  Goshen f l , t r  have compi led  da ta
t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  l O  y e a r s  o f  d i l i g e n t  i e s e a r c h .

T h e  Y o d e r  s e c t i o n  w i l l  c o v e r  t h e  m o s - u  p a g e s ,
w i - th  l ' ' l i 11ers  a  c lose  seconr i .  Th is  covers  on lv
t h e  A m i s h  Y o d e r s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  S e c t i o n  I  o f  t h l
f i r s t  i ssue o f  the  YNT,  wh lch  shows the  maps.

T h e  p r e p u b l i c a t i o n  p r i c e  i s  $ 3 5 . 0 0 ,  p l u s
hand l ing  and sh ipp ing  fo r  ind iv ibua l  o rd" rs .
Y o u  m a y  o r d e r  f ' r o m r  L e v i  L .  S t o l t z f u s ,  T r e a s . ,
9 8  S o u t h  G r a f f d a l e  R o a r i ,  L e o l a  l A  I ? 5 4 0
*=====================================-=========

Who was the  bro ther  o f  Conrad Yoder ,  ear ly
p ioneer  founder  o f  the  Nor th  Caro l ina  c lan ,
who was supposed to  have gone west  in  the
ear ly  1700 's?  Ar ryone who car r  g ive  a  c lue  on
this please contact the YODER NEWSLETTER,
P .  0 .  B o x  5 9 4 ,  G o s h e n  I n  t + ( 5 2 6 ,

YODER NEWSLETTER


