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The Pennsylvania Dutch area in Eastern Pennsyhania ]c1ol,m as
Mahantongo, renowned for its decorated furniture which now com-
mands rnajor attention in the world of antique collecting and
museum curatorship, centers about the \,a1ley of the Mahantongo
Creek. This historic stream with its Indian name meanlng
"where we had plenty of rneat to eat," rises in the IrDuntains
of Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, and joins the Susguehanna
River twenty-five miles wesl near the towns of Malta and Da1-
matla. Ttre Mahantongo culture area is much more extensive than
Lhe creek lalley iLself. 1t straddles Schuylkill, Northuriber-
land, and Dauphin Counties, including several adjoining va1leys,
among lhem the Lykens or Hegins Va11ey to the Soulh, and the

----srebtah-Cteek 
and Mahanoy Valleys to the North. Ttre part of this

area that is now included in Schuylkill County was in the first
decade of the nineteenth century a huge tovnship called Mahan-
tongo Township. Until 1811, when Schuylkill County lras set off,
it rn'as part of Berks County, and was later divided into Upper
and I-ower l"lahantongo Townships, which in turn were divided into
smal ler  suMivis ions.

After 1800 the Mahantongo area in Schuylirilt and Northunlcer-
land Counties became an important. settlement point and distribu-
tion center for Yoder families. Sorne of these have stayed in
the area to the present day, others moved further west, especi-
a1ly to Armstrong, Clarion, and ,Jefferson Counties in Western
Pennsylvania, where dozens of Mahantongo families, including
Yoders settled before the Civil War. A second move[€nt from
Mahantongo took rnany Yoder families into the ner,r industrial
tolens that were growing up in the anthracite coal region to
the north - including Shanokin, Mt. CarIIFl, and olher centers.

The Yoders who settled in the Mahantongo area were all from the
oley Valley clan, hence were all related. The Mahantongo Yoders
were descendants of two brothers, George and Peter Yoder. These
were sons of Samuel Yoder, who r,las in lurn the son of Hans Yoder,
Jr . ,  and gran. lson of  the emigrant ,  Hans Yoder,  Sr.  (16'12-1742).

George Yoder,  Sr.  (1752-1833) of  Oley Val ley,  l ived and died
on the Samuel Yoder farm between PLeasantville and the Oley
churches, on part of Lhe original Yoder Lract. There are lengthy
deeds in the Berks County Courthouse at Reading going into the
transfers of this land to Hans, Jr. and Sanmel, and eventually to
George Yoder. George's large stone house is stilL standing' as
rer l -arqcr l  h l '  h is o ldest  son,  Wi l l l iam Yoder (1783-1858),  r . rho in-
herited the home farm. However, the older buildings, including
a three-room stone cabin from the pre-revolutionary era that I
photographed about forty years ago, have been torn down by tne
present ovners.

After serving in the Revolution and establishing himself as

a well-to-do farmer and tovnship official in otey Tovnship' George

Yoder, Sr., invested in lands i.n Upper Bern Tol,snshiP, Berks

County, and in Mahantongo Tovnship' north of the Blue Mountain

in lrhat is now Schuylkill County. I have several huge parch-

ment deeds to the Mahantongo land that he bought for two of his

sons,  Abraham Yoder (1785-1868) and George Yoder,  Jr .  (1787'

1827), both of whom moved to Mahantongo. George Yoder, Jr., IIV

grandfather's grandfather' was a farmer and wheelwright, and died

in Mahantongo, but his brother Abraham, after operating ttre Yoder

Gristmi l l  and Saumi l l  (s t i l1  standing) tor  at  Least  two decaoes'

eventually rnoved back to oley' settling in Pike Towhship on land

he oof. from his father-in-1aw, Soloman Yerger' Abraham and hls

wife, Elizabeth Yerger, are buried }t' the St' Joseph's or Oley

Hills Ctlurch. lrcratamis great grandson' Guldin Yoder' rthom I

knew, vas historian of tfrat branch of the farnily' and I have
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T h e  f o l l o w i n g  v a s  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  R e v .  D r ,  J o h n
H a l 1 ,  s o n - i n - l a w  o f  R o b e r t  A n d e r s o n  Y o d e r ,  D .  D .
a n d  l r a s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Y o d e r  F a m i l y
i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  b v  D r .  F r e d  R o v  Y o d e r .

O c t o b e r ,  1 9 8 9

ROBERT ANDERSON YODER.  D.D.

By Rev.  Dr .  John Ha l l

Rober t  Anderson Yoder ,  son  o f  So lomon and Sarah (Seag ie)  Yoder ,
w a s  b o r n  i n  I - i n c o l n  C o u n t y ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  1 8 5 4 .  H e  u a s
bapt ized  In  r ; fancy  bv  the  Rev.  P .  C.  Henke l  in  Tr in i ty  Evange l ica l
Lu theran Church .  He was conf i rmed in  Dan ie I ' s  Evange l ica l  Lu theran
Church  b l r  the  Reverend A.  J .  Fox ,  in  1869.  He was lhe  ! 'oungest  o f
t w e l v e  c h i l d r e n .  H i s  f i r s t  s c h o o l  u s e d  t h e  C e r n r a o  I e n g u a g e  e x c l u -
s rvp l )  bu t  he  acqu i red  a  good knowledqe o f  Eng l ish  ear ly  in  l i fe .  A t
t h e  a g e  o f  " i g h t p e n  h e  e n t e r e d  l n  3 c a d e n r v  a  i , i c k o r y  T a v e r n ,  N o r t h
C a r o l r n a .  t d u e h t  b )  M r .  C e o r g e  H a h n  a n d  r h e  R e v .  I l .  L .  L i t t l e .  H e
b e c a n r e  a l  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  f i r s t  b e n e f i c i a r y  s t u d e n t  o [  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l
T  l  r h p " 2 a  T p - r r p s c p p  S v n n d  T n  r p . n t ' -  p - d i n o  r h l r  h p  r p c e l v p  a i d  t h e

pres ident  o i  the  s_vnod,  the  Rev.  A .  J .  Fox  says :  "NI r .  Rober t  A .
Y o d e r  t r o m  J u i  o s n  F a s t o r a i  c h a r g e ,  w h o m  I  h a v e  k n o u n  p e r s o n a l l y
i rom hLS ear l ' y  ch i ldhood,  made app l ica t ion  fo r  bene i ic ia ry  a id  f ronr
us ,  in  p rosecut ing  a  course  o i  s tud ies ,  p repara lo ry  to  en le r ing  lhe
C h r l s l l a n  m r n L S t r v .  T h i s  y o u n g  m a n  e x p r e s s e d  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s u b -
mLt  to  a l i  ihe  requ i rements  o f  our  regu la t ions  in  regard  to  beoef ic i -
a r ies .  He has  a  good,  s t rong cons t i tu t ion ;  and is  o f  a  very  hea l lh "v
fami lv .  H is  mora l  charac ter  i s  most  exce l ien t :  as  a  devo led  nember
n f  n r r r  n n - c r o s a ' i n n  a r  f ) a r r p l <  h i s  - i e r v ' q  n n n n p r r j r h l e .  H e  h a S

g r e e t  a p r n e s s  t o  l p a r n .  a n d  h a s  s u p e r i o r  t a l e n t s  f o r  p u b l i c  s p e a l < r n e . '
In  i8?2 he  en tered  Nor lh  Caro l ina  Co l lege a l  i \ I t .  P leasan l ,  Nor lh

a a r o l i n J .  a n d  p u r s u e d  h r s  s t u d r e s  r h r o u q h  I h e  f r  e s h m a n  J r d  s o p h o m o r "
years .  He ihen wen l  to  l l l i no is ,  iauqhr  schoo l  some months  and
a l tended L inco ln  L ln ivers i ty  io r  a  vear .  Retur r ing  to  Nor th  Caro l ina
C o l l e g e .  h e  q a s  g r e d u a t e d  i n  1 8 ? ? .  H e  t h e n  t a u g h t  a  p r i v a r e  s c h o o l  a l
C o n o v p r .  N o r - h  C a r o L i n a .  f , n d  a n p n ' h e  p u b i i c  s . h o o l  o p " n e d .  t e u g h t  i t
H e ' t r a s  l h e  f i r s t  t e a c h e r  a n d  p r r n c r p a l  o f  C o n c o r d r a  H L q h  S c h o o i ,  l a l e r
Concordra  Co l lege.  lVh i le  in  Conover ,  he  s tud ied  theo loq .v  p r iva te ly
wr th  the  Reyerend P,  C.  l lenke l  and J .  I I .  Smi th .  He was ordaLned b ! '

(continue on p. 7)
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FROM TT{E MITORS

Ben F. Yoder, Goshen IN Managing Editor
Chris Yoder, BaLtle Creek MI Historical Editor
Rachel Kreider, Goshen fN Contributinq Editor
* r * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Chris and his family have returned home from the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in August and once more we hope "good ol-d tines"
are again with us. His present address is:

201 Lakeshire Road
Batt1e Creek MI 49015

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

M.IUS Ni|US

Ide a.t:e hatr44a to be able to qrce ltnre give to

]grr qrr faithful sqtrDrbers, an issue tlnt
will e:rterd yur subsaipticr qle i-ssue. A11
of us forget to resubscri-be to rmgazirres, etc.,
ard ttope ttce wtro have forgotten, w'ill arce
nore be rernirded. Idetre a.l-so pleased to receirie
letters ard notes frcrn readensr orplinerrts.
lltese, frcrn 1ut, nake r:s hafpy t@!

Coincidence again! On l4ay 5, 1989 lthile opening several
resubscription envelopes I noticed three-in-a-roar Daniel J.
Yoder of Blackr.re1l OK, Daniel J. Yoder of Accident MD, and
Dan r. Yoder of Sugarcreek OH. We have ej.ght Daniel Yoders
on ou-r 1ist. this is sone of the fun that erupts occasion-
ally at this end!
***************************************************************

Another oddity--My son Greg Yoder (and family) just returned
from Indonesia after a year of service for the Christian Reform-
ed World Relief Cornnittee. His address i.s in Grand Rapids MI
SE while another Greg Yodei: vho lives in Grand Rapids NW
returned last spring from Haiti as a missionary in . Already
there tns been a confusion on the phone up there!
****************************************************************

EXCERPI OF A LTTIER FRCXI'I ANDREAS JODER OF SWIIZERI,AND

"As a Joder growing up in Steffisburg I never real1y recog-
nised the significance of tha fact that Joders are living there
for many centuries.

My parents really enjoy "JoderAoder etc."--visitors from all
over the world. A fel,r years back my father was the nayor of
Steffisburg and since then he lcrows the village and its history
'Trite we1t. Here is a suggestion for your Newsletter:

Whoever of you readers has a chance to go lo Europe r.rith an
interest in Steffisburg rrlay contact rrE at my U.S. address and
I will bring you in contact with my parents (Hans Joder).

Here is my address:
Andreas B. Joder
10518 Monticello Lane
l{aple Grove MN 55441

Phone: (612) 425-LOBB
Bus.
Phone: (612) 553-0787

We vi11 be here in Minneapolis until the sunrner of 1991. My
company is a subsidiary of a Swiss company and I am the manager
of Research and Developnent' 

***********************************rLarry Eugene yoder HM3 Navy b. 30 April 1944 d. 02 l.,tay 1967
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t " i - x - - - '  

r , a t r obe  pA  pane l  No .  l gE ,  l i ne  20 .

EXCERPI FROM A LHMER, FROM FRANCE

(the following letter as received from Anne Joder cf Poissons'

france describing the family origin in France and their annu-

al reunion)

First I thought it was a good idea to teI1 you the "Joder

family's story", so I asked my grandmother for this slory

and I branslate.
nni l  Joder ( f0.10.1866-4.6.1939) issued f rom an anabapt ist

Gerrnan fami.ly, he came from Eschweiler. He married l'laria

Ettienne who care from a farm which was settled in Andelot in

Haute-Narne (this is about 50 lan far from where I live. Dnil

iloder rras a baillif in a farm in Att,igny in Lorraine where
Maria Ettienne and her mother 1ived.

&ni1 and his wife decided to leave the farm and they seltl-
ed in Rohrbach. Dnil vas very enterprising and after many
different experiences he opened a cafe. The couple lived
with the npther of Maria who was a widow but she r1'as stil1
young and pretty. A rnan whose nane vas Pierre LemIFr used to
corne to the cafe. He r{as rich because he ovned a big house
and a few repair shops but he vas i11. He married lhe nother
of Maria. Ttre couple had had no child so Maria and Dnil inheril
the house and few repair shops. Bnil built a new repair shop
at the end of the tor{n. He had nine children.

Ttre eldest son was my grandfather. He was the nanager of
the repair shop and he negociated with the customers, but he
was not able to speak French fluently because in I-orrainne
there is a dialect which is between the German and French
languages and until 1918 Lorralnne was a German area. So
he Lras been living in a French farnily in Noncourt(Haute-Marne)
in order to learn French. He married my grandmother and they
cane back to Rohrbach but a few years later they returned to
Noncourt.

The vars and the different religion influenced a lot the
Joder family's story. Emil Joder was an anabaptist and Maria
was a catholic, in order to have a catholic wedding Dnil
promised that his chj-ldren would have a catholic education.

In Lorraine fonner the cenEteries were separate inLa tvo
parts, the catholic side and the protestant side. So the
grave of ftnil and Maria is on the 'tborder", Maria is in the
catholic side and Dnil in the other side, but thev are to-
gether.

From 1870 to 1918 Lorrainne rlras a GefiEn area. That's why

my grandfather Lucien rnade the first vorld was in the Gerttan
army. He fought in Russia. He r{as able to drive a car so he
was privileged.

Ttre French (neaning the iloders) family reunion gathered
the son and descent of Enil and Maria. It took place in the
repair shop that Emil had built. We were about B0 people
there. T'he most part of the family sti11 live in Lorrainne.

One meriber of the family who is fond of genealogy has dis*
covered that the Joder family owned a blazon. He gave it !o us
but I don't hrow what it means. (armorial or heraldic bearings)

This rnonth I'm very busy because I work in an ice cream
factory. I haven't got a 1ot of time to enjoy the sum€r.

My best regards to you and your wife,

*************************************Hi********************
LE"TTER FROM HATTEN S. YODER OF BHnIESDA },ID

While at the annual nreeting of the National Academy of Sci-
enc€, I had an opportunity to visit the Vietnam Veterans l4emor-
ia1 ttnt is across Constitution Avenue. I was dislrEyed to
learn that three Yoders and four Yosts are listed. I only had
tire to ge the information o1 the Yoders:

Bruce Al1en Yoder PFC l,larine Corps b. 04 Dec 194'7 d. 2 July
L96-l Kokomo IN Panel No. 228, Iine lI9.

Jarps Strong Yoder SP4 Army b. 11 Feb 1949 d. 22 Nov 1967
Knoxville TN. Panel No 30E, line 68.

You nay wish to rnke mention of their sacrifice in keeping
this country iree for each of us to naintain our family tradi-
t ions.

With special thanks to you for your efforts in perpetuating
the Yoder traditions.

Sincerelv,

Hatten
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Wanber for future article s: We r'rould like reliable

infornration on YODER hornesteads, being from a patenf

deed. Pictures, if Possible'

2.



( f r o m  p .  1 - M a h a n t o n g o )
copies of some of his family charts. His letters to re ahr'ays
began with the words, "Dear Kinsrnan," which I 1iked, and in one
of them he made the staternent, only too true, that our Yoder
history is a "chic saw puzz1e".

George Yoder, Sr., also provided farms for ttree of his daugh-
ters, Ttllo of these, Elizabeth Yoder (1784-1952), wife of Samtel_
Moyer, and Esther Yoder, wj-fe of Henry Schreckengast, got Mahan-
tongo Valley fanns. The third daughter, Mary yoder, wife of
Abraham Ritter, by codicil dated Decenrlcer 14, 1833, received a
farm in Upper Bern Township, Berks County.

In addition to these George yoder fanily members, other
Yoders, closely relafed--first cousins in iact__canre from
Oley to settle in Mahantongo at about the same turF. These
were the children of peter yoder (born 1763), brother of ceorge,
Sr. Peter i-s said to have rnarried Catherine Trout and himself
to have settled in Mahantongo VaIIey. (I have never located his
S-r9ve; possibly he moved on further west.) At any rat-. his
children--So1omon, Anthony, George, David, Jeremiah, Ctrartes,
atuI tvc daughters--appear in the following list of yoder baptisms
and baptiismal sponsors.

In addition to these George Yoder farnily members, other yoders,
cloe6'lyJ€lated--first cousine in faet--eame froft Oley to settle
in Mahantongo Val1ey. (I have never located his grave; possibly
he rnoved on further west.) At any rate his children--So1omn,
Anthony, George, David, Jeremiah, Charles, and two daughters--
appear in lhe following list of yoder baptisms and baptismal
sponsors.

The oldest church in the ldahantongo Va11ey, at least in the
upper end where the Yoders settled, vas the St. Jacob's or Howerr-
er's Lutheran and Reforrned Union Church. Until 1943, lrhen the
second church buitding burned and Lhe union arrangerrent broke up
with the tlro congregations erecting separate churches elsewhere,
the church was located at Line l,lountain, in Upper Matranoy Tovn-
ship, Northumberland County, inuediately across the Schuylkill
County border. Ttre huge cemetery, its oldest stone bearing the
date 1802, marks the site of the church, and contains rany early
Yoder graves with fine carved tornbstones bearing pennsvlv-ania
Dutch designs.

A11 the old Mahantongo families, including the yoders, orig-
inally belonged to this church, lrhich was operated jointly by
the Lutherirns and the Refonned. Ttrere were yoders in both wings
of the church, although the majority of them appear to tnve
been Lutheran. In 1984 the Northuniberland County Historical
Society, in its Proceedinqs, Volure )O(IX, published my trans-
lation of the records of this church, 1803-1869, with a detailed
history of :i-(-' ccr:gre3ation, its people, pastors, and traditions.
It is from this record that I offer the readers of the yoder
Newsletter the folloving yoder baptisms. The nanleR are$-tr,r.ed
e)<actly as they were in the original German record book. Hence
do not be disturbed when "C,€org" has no final re" and thatrrYoder" was spelled seven different, ways in addition to our
present spelling. These fonns include JODER, iIODDER, ilcfmm,
YOTIER, ,JOTER, JO{|HER, AND iIORDER. Several of these, includinq
the last one, reflect the vay in lrhich ,,yoder" vas pronouced ii
Pennsyl-v-ania Dutch dialect.

Will readers please note that we need information on rnany of
these persons, especially lhose from the peter yoder line--where
they lived, whom they married, nanes of their children, etc.,
and where they died and are buried. A ltahantongo cousin of mine,
Avice Hepler Morgan, who is also a descendant of the yoders, wilL
be joining me in preparing a history and genealogy of the Oley
and }4ahantongo Yoders. This project should develop into a book
that, rnay ratch Cousin Avice's Hepler llook of a thousand pages
that she published in 1986, and her even larger Morgan Book of
19q9. It is our hope, therefore, that with the help of the
Yoder Newsletter we vil1 be able at last to asserible all the
pleces of the Oley-Mahantongo yoder ',chic saw puzzte,'.

Will Yoders descended from these yoder families, Oley or
Mahantongo or both, please get in touch either with AVIaE
HEPLER MoRGAN, Ebx 164, pitman pA 17964, or myself, DON
YODR, Box 515, Devon PA 19333?

( s e e  n e x t  c o l u m n  f o r  b a p t i s m a l  r e c o r d s )

LU'THERAN lApTrSt{S, _1 803-1 869

1. ABRAHAM JODER and ELISABBI: Daushter SUSANNA JODER, b.
January 25, l8lI, (bp. March 17, 181i; sponsors: Jacob
Reynerd and wife Eliesabet.

2. GEORG JODDER and wife B,ISABE"IH: Son WILHELM JODDER,
b. December 19, IBl2, bp. Febmary 7, 1813; sponsors: Jakob
Reinhard and wife Elisabeth.

3. ABRAHAM JODER and wife ELISABETH: Daughter }ARIA JODER'
!. July 28, 7813, bp. September 5, 1813; sponsors: Peter Glock
(t<fo"r.i and wife Etisabeth.

4. GEORG JC)'ITER and r,rife EI-TSABRIH: Son GEORG iICfffER' b.
May 18, 1815, bp. July 30, 1815; sponsors: David Jol, ter and
Lyd j-a Reinert.

S. arneiSfqJ,fOT'IER and r'/ife ELISABE"ITI: Son ADAI4 JCfmER, b-
December :f) (afsl bp. May 5, 1816; sponsors: Peter Hepler and
wife Maria,

6. GEORG JCfffER and wife ELISABUTH: Daughter }ARIA JOffER,
b. June 6, 1816, bp. July 28, IBL6i sponsors3 Jacob Reinert
and vife Erisab{t$ catharina or<.

7. Abraham Yotter and wife ELISABBITI: Son SAIOI'troN YCrrIm'
b. In{arch I2t 78L8, bp. May 31 , 1818r sponsors: Jacob Bensinger
and wife Catharina.

B. GEORG iIOITER'and wife H,ISAQETTI: Daughter ESTI{ER JOTIER,
b. l4ay 31, 68td, bp. June 28, [at$ ,r sponsors: Benjamin
Reinerd and wife Esther'

9. CHARIES JOmER and wife CATHARINA: Son JOSUA JCfSIER'
b. october 2, 1818, bp. November 15, 1818; sponsors: Charles
Reinert and wife Maria Jotter.

10. GEoRG JCrrmR and wife H,ISABEIH: Son CAROLUS JCTTIER,
b. November l'7, 1820, bp. December 24, 1820; sponsors: Wilhetrn
Stitser and wife Lythia.

11. JEREMIAS 'ICrITER and wife eA1}IARI},IA: Dauqhter E'fl' fAlfi
JCrrtER, b. lGrch 12, !822, bp. t{ay 25, 1822; sfonsors, Jo-i-ln'
Wolfgang and"vife Hanna.

12. ABRAHAM JC[ltER and wife ELISABEITI: Son BEIIEVILLE JCrmER,
b. ilanuary 15, 1823, bp. l4ay 8, I823i sponsors: Wilheln Stilger
and wife Lythia,

13. SAIOMON JCTmER and wife ELISABE'II{: Son BENJaMIN JOIIER,
$. April 25, 1823, bp. August 17, 1823; sponsors: .Iohann
hlolffgang and wife Hanna.

14. GEORG JCrffER and wife U,ISABHIH: Daughter SARAH T'OTTER,
b. April 29, 1824, bp. ilune 20, 1824i sponsors: Carl Reinert
and wife PeSSy.

15. JEREMTAS JO{Try and wife CATHARI},IA: Daughter CATHARINA
{ml b' Juty 15, 1824, r-p. septenrtei'1l, Lezq, sponsorssceorg Jotter and wife nfisaLtfr.'

16. DAVID JCTffER and wife l,lARIA: Son WfLLIAl,l JOTIER, b.
Novernber 19, 1824, bp. January 30, 1825; Sponsors: Carl
Schanckweiler and wife Catharina ilotter.

17. DAVID JCrffER and t,tlfe MARIA: Son AMOS JCTrIER, b. November
79, 1824, bp. ilanuary 30, 1825; sponsors: ,facob Reinert and wife
Maria Maser fl,t s"erl .

18. SAIOMON YOITER and wife ELISABEITI: Son GEORG YO/fTER, b.
March 4, 1825, bp. ,fune 19, 1825; sponsors: ceorg Shermann
and SalorE Yotter.

19. GEORG JOTIER and wife ELISABRITT: Daughter ELISABE"III
JC/ffER, b. Augiust 29, 7826, bp. October 7, 1826; sponsors:
Christopher Hepler and wife eatharina.

(continue on p. 4)



( L u t h e r a n  B a p t i s m s ,  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p . 3 )

20. ISAM JOTTER and wife carH[a]nrr'm: Daughter HanRIEITE

aICITER, b. August 3, 1841' bp. September 5' I84I; sponsors

John Beisel  and wi fe Mar ie.

21. WfLLIAM YCITER and wife BRIGITTA: Son NATHANAEL YOTTER,

b. September 4, 1841, bp. October 21, l84I; sponsors: C:harles
Yotter  and Sarah Herr j  ng.

22 .SA I -OMONYCITERandv i f eEL ISABETH:SonEMANUELYOT" rER '
b. March 26, 1843, bp. September 24, 1843; sponsors: Benjamin
Yotter and Catherin- I^Iolffgang.

23. PETER Y0lIfER and wife-IIARRIEI: DaughterXAR\A ELISA-
BE"|H YOTTER, b. May 12, Q852) , bp. July IB, Q852) i
sponsors: the parents.

24. GED]ON MAURER and wife ELISABETTI YODER: Son
FELIX MAURER, b.  January 31,  1856, bp.  March 23,  1856;
sponsors: C}urr[ej Klock and Edith (Juditrr) uaurer.

25. PETER YODER and r+ife MARIET: Son LEWIS ADAl"l YODER, b.

February 28, 1856, bp. April 20, 1856; sponsors: the parents.

k isr$ trsrbii .I iattrn ltstfarr\: . r. r:r 'l,r 
hftJi

n f r ,  l ; f ' r i r . r  r t r . i  { . r i , i  \ r r  ' ,

32. IIARRISON JOl"lER and wife IIANNAH: Daughter ALI'IEIA

JCrffER, b. January 1, 1854, bp. July 2, 1854; sponsors:
Josef Wagner and wife Sarah.

YopER slellFeRs 43 _84!1:199, 1810--1941

1. HANNA JCIER, with GEORG KRm4ER, sponsor of HANM mEI'{ER,
January 12, I8IO, dauqhter of Jonadan and Ester Krerpr.

2. ELISABSTH JOTHER, sponsor of ANNA BEISEL, b. April 3,
1812, daughter of  Daniel  and Lisabeth Beisel .

3. JOfaNN KNERR and wife MARIA JOTIER, sponsor! -o
JOSUA KRAMER, b. December 26, l9l8, bp. September 19, 1819,
son of Jonathan and Esther Krarter.

4. GEORG ,JCITER and wife ELISABETTI, sponsors to GEORG
STITZER, b.  Novemlcer 9,  1822, bp.  February 2,  1823, son of
William and Lythia Stitzer.

5. CATHARINA YOTTER, vith JACOB REINERT, sponsors to JACOB

STITSER. b. January 31, 1821, bp. l4ay l'7, 1821' son of Wilhelm

and Lythia Stitser.

6. SARAH YOTTER, with DAVID STEIN, sponsors to JOSEPH

BRoSIUS, b.  March 23,  lB3Ot bp.  July 18,  1830'  son of  Gott

f r ied and Barbara Brosi t ts '

7. WTLHEI,I,I YOTTER' WiIh SARAH V'IOLFGANG' SPONSOTS tO 
YlHEitr4.

WOLFGANG, b. July tl', tAZq' bp' November 2' IB34' son of Joharn

and Sarah Wolfgang'

S . S L I S A B E T T i Y o T l E R , s p o n s o r t o E S T T { E R R E I N E R T I b ' M a y 1 4 '
1836, bp. June 12, tB3O, aauqhter of Carl and Rebecca Reinert'

9. WILLIAM YCrmER, with CATTIARINA WOLFFGANG, sponsors to

CATT'IARINA FEDDERRoLFF, b. September 19, 1837' bp' October 29,

1837; daughter of Peter and Sarah Fedderrolff.

10. ELISABE"rH YCITER, sponsor to LYTHIA REINERT' b' October

20, 183'7, bp. November 26, 1837, daughter of Georg and Rebecca

Reinert .

11. CHARLES RENNINGER an<l,vife SUSANNA YOTTER, sponsors to

ABRAIIAM GRoW, b. I'{arch 10, 1838, bp. April 15, 1838, son of

Abraham and Dina Grow.

12. ELISABE"IH YCTIIER, sponsor to SARAH FEDDERROLFF' b' Aug-

ttsL 24,1839, bp. Septernber 29, 1839, daughter of Peter ancl

Sarah Fedderrolff.

13. WILLIAM YOTTER, with BRIGITIE DELANI-G] , sponsors to
BENNEVTLLE RETNERT, b. l4arch 13, 1840, bp. I6y tb, t840, son
of Georg and Peggiy Reinerl.

14. ELISABHTH YCTr�IER, SP(]NSOT tO ESTHER REINERT, b. }4AY 9,

l E 4 O , b p . J u n e 6 , l B 4 O , d a u q h t e r o f J o h a n n a n d E l i s a b e t h R e i n e r t '

15. I{EDI^rIG YCITER, with DANIEL MAI]RER, sponsors to DANTEL
HERDLINE, b.  September 9,7842, bp.  November 20,  1842, son of
John and Cathar ina Herdl ine.

16. WILLIAM YODDER and wife BRIGITTA, sponsors to BRIGITIA
REINERT, b. February IO, 1844, bp. March 5, 1844, daughter of
John and Sara Reinert.

17. MARrA JoRDER (roonnJ (single), with Jor{ANNES KttPER

(single) ,  sponsor to innfe MAYER, b.  December 13'  1821'  bp'

i"nnity 21, 1822, daughter of Johannes and Katharina Mayer'

18. MARTA JORDER (vOlEn) (single), LIith SAMUEL FEDEROLF,

sponsor to ELISABETHA GEIST' b. February 22, 1825, bp' April
1n 1A?5 r larratr for  of  lesaias Geist  and wi fe El isabeth.

v s q Y r r v v !  v !

19. RUBN JOITER (single), with cHRrsTrNE BRosrus (singre)'

sponsors to SrMON NEUGARi, r. uty 24, 1843, bp' July 9' 1843'

son of Jacob and Appollonie Neugart'
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Bapt isnnl  Cert i f icate of  Wi l l ian Yoder (1812-1854),  son
of ceorge and Elizabeth (Reiner) Yoder of Mahantongo
Valley. Great-grandfather of Don Yoder.

REFORr.,lEp _BAPTrSUS, 1808-t859

26. SAI,OMON JORDER IiONEil and wife LISABETTIA: Son
rsMK ,JoRDER [vorenJ , i. r'ro'vemry:r 20, 1819, bp. March 19,
1820; sponsors-: Simon Schenner Sctrernnru) and Margarethe
Etisabeth.

27. ABRAFIAM JoRDER [iomf and wife ELISABHIT{A: Daughter,
ELISABETIA JORDER SODEd ,'b. June 25, 1820, bp. Auqust 6,
I-820;. sponsors: Petlr cfocx (xrocr! (single), Maria Jorder
(voae! (sinsre).

28. SAIOMoN ZERTER (sic) lJonosR = YoDEd and second vife
Elisabetha: son sALoMoN-T-onDri (si") ftooenJ , b. April 30,
1820, bp. June,10,.1821; spnsors: Johannes Klinger and
Maria Jorder [Yode! .

29. DAVID,IORDER ffOlEn'l and wife MARIA: Son JACOB iIORDER
(voonn], b. August 27', l9t3, bp. september 28, 1823;
=pons5rs, Jacob Henninger and vife Katharina'

30. DAVTD YODER and r^rife I'!ARIA: Son ELIAS YODER, b. October
13, 7826, bp. November t9, 1826; sponsors: Daniel Herb and
. ' i+^ Sophia

31. FEtfER JOTTER and vife HARRIE"[|E: Daughter SARAH JOT|ER,
b ,  Apr i l  \1 ,  1854,  bp .  Ju ly  2 ,1 ,g54;  sponsorsr  the  parents .

( n e x t  c o l u m n )
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ANCIENT INSCRIPTION--
- -Probab ly  by  r rSchwei tzer  Chr is t ian"  Yoder

(  1 7 2 8 - 1 8 1 6 )

Thanks  to  Dav id  E .  Yoder  and the  t rans la t ion
sk i l l s  o f  Leroy  Beachy  (H is to r ian  and co l -umnis t  fo r
i lThe Budget l )  we are  pJ-eased to  p resent  the
f o l l o w i n g  j - n s c r i p t i o n  w h i c h  s e e m s  l i k e t y  t o  h a v e
b e e n  w r i t t e n  b y  " S c h w e i t z e r  C h r i s t i a n r r  Y o d e r  ( A m i s h
imrn ig ran t  to  Berks  County ,  Pennsy lvan ia  in  I742,  and
1776 se t t le r  in  I 'G fades [  congregat ion  o f  Somerse t
C o u n t y ,  P A ) .

German Tex t :

e4*'k:.!,"

Le roy  Beachy ,  howeve r ,  f i nds  t he  wo rd ing  o f  t h i s
b r i e f  pa rag raph  a  h i gh l y  r evea l i ng  re f l ec t i on  o f  t he
a t t i t udes  o f  t he  ea r l y  An i sh  chu rch  l eade rs .  "  I
L i ked  t he  exp ress ion  ' ou r  b ro the r  Menno '  by
Ch r i s t i an  Yode r . . .  Fo r  an  Am ishnan  t o  r egTa rd  Menno
as  a  b ro the r  r e i n fo r ces  t he  f ac t  t ha t  t he  Am ish
rega rded  t hemse l - ves  as  ' be i ng  Mennon i t es '  r a t he r
t han  as  so  many  Mennon i t e  h i s t o r i ans  have
e r roneous f y  t o l d  us  had  ' t o rn  away  f r om the
M e n n o n i t e s '  .  r l

+ + + + + + + + + + } . + + + + + + + * + + + * + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
AD]USTED DEATH DATE FOR JOSEPH YODER (YR127)

Thanlcs to input received from Mrs' Walter E. Moore of New Co1um-

bia PA, we have an adjustnpnt to nrake to the date of death shovr:

in the Amish e4d-Amish Mennonite Genealogies, by Gingerich and

Kreider for Joseph Yoder (YR127) of Mifflin county, PA vho nar-

r ied El iabelh Jutz i .
According lo AA},IG, Joseph (b. circa 1757) died Oct. 28, 1833.

From the Orphans Court petition by Joseph's son John r'rhich vas

help on 18 Nov. 1824 aL lewistown, the petitioner indicaled

that his father died "on or about the twenty-eighth day of Octo-

ber, One Thousand eight hundred & tventy three, leaving a widow

named Elizabeth, and issue nine children to-wit: John' your

petiiioner, George, Jadob, Chrj.stian, ,Jos-eph, HanRah r'ffio IlErried

Michael Stootzman, and since dec€ased...Catherine who is rmrried

to Abraham Stootnnan, Sarah and Elizabeth..."
Mrs. Moore is investigating the possible destinations of .Ioseph's
"mj.ssing" oldest sons, George and Jacob.
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TFM LIFE AND TIMES OF MENNO S. YODER

This is the sLory of the Menno S. and Carrie (Hostet,ler) yoder
family of Shipshewana, Indiana. Information was taken from the
diaries kept by Menno from the time he was 21 years of aqe in
1884 unt i l  he died in 1952 at  the age of  BB.

Menno's diaries served nany purposes. They were his business
records, records of births, deaths and narriages in the family
and_in the corrnunity, social activities of the family, edu_
cation, illnesses, reli.gious involvemenl, accounts of his home_
steading and looking for land with other Mennonites, and nanv
other things documenting the everyday life of a Mennonite fain_
i1y of this time period.

345 pages, paperback, spiral binding, pictures, nnps and il1u_
strat ions.  One copy is  $27.00,  postpaid.  Order f rom the
Edi.tor, Mrs. Margaret K. yoder, 14620 Tim}€redge Lane, Colorado
Spr ings CO 8092i .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ,
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English trarsfat ion- by Leroy Beachy;

r rOur  b ro ther  Menno S imons d ied  in  the  vear  o f
our  Lord  Jesus  Chr is t  1561 on  the  31s t  o f  January  in
Westen fe lde  and is  bur ied  there .  So i t  i s  f rom tha t
t i m e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  1 8 0 9 ,  t h e  3 1 s t  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 4 8
years .  But  accord ing  to  the  o ld  t i rne ,  I  th ink .

Chr is t ian
Y o d e r  S r .  r l

Th is  wr i t inq  was found on  a  sma11 scrap  o f  paper
in  an  o l -d  Mar ty rs  Mi r ro r  wh ich  was in  An ish  hands.
The Gl-ades congregation was founded by two nen, one
named Yoder  and one named Hoo l_ey .  Th is  Chr j_s t ian  was
the  probab l -e  Yoder  in  tha t  equat ion .  fhere  is  a lso
some specu la t ion  tha t  he  may have been an  Arn ish
b ishop,  a l though the  f i rs t  B ishop known to  have been
conf i r rned in  Amer ica  (e r roneous ly  repor ted  in  some
h i s t o r i e s  a s  b e i n g  B i s h o p  M a s t )  w a s  t h i s  C h r i s t i a n r s
s o n ,  B i s h o p  C h r i s t i a n  Y o d e r  S r .  ( 1 7 5 8 - 1 8 3 8 )  w h o  w a s
i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h a t  o f f i - c e  i n  l - 7 8 5  a s  t h e  B i s h o p  o f
t h e  G l - a d e s .

r r S c h w e i t z e r  C h r j - s t  j - a n "  ( t t s w i s s  C h r i s t i a n "  )  ( a
n ickname wh ich  appears  fo r  th is  gent leman in  the
work  Two Centur ies  o f  S t ruqg le  and Growth ,  by
S t a n f o r d  G .  S h e l t e r ,  H e r a l d  P r e s s ,  S c o t t s d a l e ,  p A )
has  been ident i f ied  as  the  probab le  purchaser  o f  the
Al rnsbook used in  the  Nor thk i l l  Amish  congregat ion  o f
Berks  county .  Th is  book le t  w i l l  be  the  sub jec t  o f  a
fu tu re  a r t i c - te  in  the  newsfe t te r .  I t  i s  obv i -ous  tha t
r rSchwei tzer  Chr is t ianr r  r ,Jas  a  leader  o f  h i .s
communi t ies ,  bo th  j -n  Eas t  and West  pennsy lvan ia .
Hav ing  been born  in  Europe in  the  ear ly  par t  o f  the
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  h e  w a s  c e r t a i n  t o  h a v e  b e e n  w e l l
c f 6 6 h a r r  i n  f h o  + - a d i t i o n s  o f  h i s  A n ^ h e n t i s t
h e r i t a g e .  T h i s  h e r i t a g e  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m e a n i " n g f u l
because o f  the  persecut ions  and i l - l -  t rea tnent  wh ich
w a s  a c c o r d e d  t o  m a n y  A n a b a b t i s t s  o f  t h o s e  t i m e s .

The fo l l -owers  o f  Jacob Amman were  a  minor i ty ,
and the  Yoders  o f  S te f f i sburq ,  Swi tzer land appear
l i ke ly  to  have been t i -ed  c lose ly  to  Annan by
persona l  and fami ly  as  weL l  as  theo log ica l  t ies .
Lead ing  adherents  Chr is t ian  B lank  and Hans cerber
were  mar r ied  to  Yoder  g i r l s .  They  par t i c ipa ted  in
the  church  sch isn  and they  and the i r  fan i l ies  l - i ved
wi th  Amrnan in  A lsace.  One o f  the  Arn ish  b ishops
ment ioned in  Germany was a  yos t  yoder  o f  Lachem.
r rSchwei tzer  Chr is t ian"  cer ta in ly  heard  the  ta les  o f
persecut ion  and the  f l igh t  f ro rn  Swi tzer l -and and the
conf f i c ts  be tween the  Anabapt is t  leaders .

(continued next column)



BEAUIIFI]L 1BO9 FRAKT'I]R
This 1809 fraktur vas "forx1d" in Kansas in the year 1984.

Knowing the family's line of descent from Esther Yoder, the
fraktur's travels can be quite well docunented.

Esther Yoder (1780-1871) was the fourteenth child of Christ-
ian Yoder (1728-1816) and Barbara Hooley. (Esther's t l r in Jeptha
vas the thirteenth child). Esther was born a first generation
Arerican in Sonerset Co., PA in the middle of the Amish settle-
nent.

Esther and Peter Baungardner were married about 1810. Their
farm vas in the north Amish settlement in Conemaugh TVp., Sorner-
set Co., PA. fhere they raised their family. fheir third
child along with three other Amish couples vith young children
pioneered in Elldeart, and lacrange Cor:nties, IN in 1841. Eliza-
beth and Christian had two daughters. Ttreir farm was in Ner,r-
berry Twp., Lacrange Co., IN.

About 1844 Peter and Esther sol-d their farm in PA and carne to
Indiana and nade their home with Elizabeth and Cfrristian.
Esther and Peter are buried in the Lacrange Bontrager Cemetery.
The fraktur l,ras left with the daughter Elizabeth.

After the ten Borntrager children were married and in homes
of their ovn, the youngest child l4aggie Borntrager (1859-1940)
and husband Reuben CfLristopher Yoder (I858-I9I7) and infant
daughter Viola went to Kansas to 1ive. The year was 1882.
They rented a place near Windom KS.

About four years later Elizabeth and CfLristian Borntrager
sold their LaGrange county farm and went to Kansas to rnake
their home with daughter l,laggie and Reuben C, Yoder A few
years later the Yoders purchased a farm nearer to Irunan KS
where a nev house was built and a srnall house in the yard for
the Borntragers. Later Elizabeth and Christian nroven into
a large room in the big house. Elizabeth and Christian are
both buried in the l,IcPherson Co. Amish c€nptery a few miles
east of lrhere they \.rere living. The fraktur becane I'{aggie's
responsibility to care for, along with many other papers
the Borntragers tnd kept. AIIpng the papers are canceLled
notes (notes not paid), the receipt given by the C'oshen
station naster when Christian sent his horse and "cart"

to Kansas by train, etc.

Reuben C. Yoder died in 1917 and Maggie moved to Hesston *
KS with the three younger children to give them hiqh school I

EXCITING FIND IN OI.D BIBLE 
************ ******

Translations from o1d C.errnan Bible now ovned by Paul Schla-
baugh, Goshen IN. It vas printed in Frankfort, Gernany in
1598. It is a very large book with IIEtal corners on the cover.
Ot is complete with apocrypha and contains :rany pictures.

The following portion l,''as signed by Samrel Yoder:
In August 7, L767, I narried Maria Giiner.
On ApriL 24, I8O3, at I  o'cLock l4aria died.

BeLow the above portion in another handvriting is written:
On September 22, 1806, our father died.

Probably refers to SanueL Yoder.
On one page is found the folloLring:

Born on July 11, 1769 - - Jacob
Born on l{ay 14, 1772 - - Anna
Born on October 16, 1774 - - Hel-en
Born on JuLy 12, t777 - - Katherine
Born on ilanuary 31, 1780 - - ldaria
Born on iluly 15, 1783 - - Barbara
Born on l,larch 11, 1786 - - Christian
Born on November 4, ITBB - - Michael

On one page is found these words:
In the year 1805 on JuIy 7, John Schlabbach married
Katherine Yoder.

One one page is found the fol.lowing:
This Bible betongs to ,John Schlabbach in Datzebrod
abd I bought it from Jacob Yoder in 1821.

"Lust und Liebe zum schreiben
Damit kann nran die Zeit vertreiben.

"Lust und leibe zum dingen
Macht alle lftih und arbeit geringen."

l,farch 19, 1821

and college privileges. Of course the fraktur went along.
When Maggie died in 1940 the fanily keepsakes were divided
among the eight children. The fraktur came to the eldest
chi ld,  Vio la Yoder Coopr ider (1881-1953).  At  Vio la, 's
death she vas making her horne vith Daughter Eva E. Coop-
r ider (1907-1987),  a schoofteacher for  45 years.  E'v? did
not find time to look through the papers left to her until
1984 when she was making plans to move to a ret.iremenl
home. Er,'a gave the fraktur to her sisler. Now it is prop-
erly framed and on display for enjoyment.

A reproduction was made in fu1I size and coLor which vas
nade available to cousins. One is in the Amish Heritage
Library at Aylner, Ontario, another is in the Goshen Coll-
ege Historical Library, and it will also appear in ,Iotrr
Hostetler's funish Roots from ,Johns Hopkins University
Press due for release in the fal1 of 1989,
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one one pase is ,", 7# ,"(#'t* 4z-?/--
This Bible bel-ongs to ,fohn Schlabbach in Datzebrot

in the year 1825 on August 21.
Born on April 23, 1806--John Schlabbach in Grebs
Born on January 6, 1808--Barbara
On October 15, 1822, our father died at 7:00 A.M.
and was 48 years old.
On December B, 1846, I\dother died between 4-5 p. M.
and was 69 years, 4 ncnths, and 26 days o1d,
In the year 1825 ny codfather Michael left C.ermany
on Jul-y 7.
Helen died on October 22, 1825,
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QUMY Q{JERY CIJRY

The YNL will publish Yoder related queries or exchanges
at no charge. Please limit !o 30 or so words plus a
complete relurn address. We will fu11y check each guery
against our ovn records and help if we can from YNL
fi1es. Sutrnit to: Yoder Netrsletter Queries, Chris
Yoder, 203 Lakeshire Rd.,Battte Creek, MI 49015
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * .

Really want lineage of GIDEON N. YODER (1872-19--), m. l'{amie
Mailer (1873-1923), both bur. Steam Valley PA. Sons were I'heo-
dore Roosevel t  Yoder,  b.  3-10-1902, d.  1966 and twin(?) ,  Char-
1es W. Yoder (1902-i918) and possibly Harold Yoder. Stones
marked in Steam Valley celEtery are Gideon, Mamie, Clharles W.
Yoder, Clyde E. Yoder and Ruth E. Yoder. Want to lalow of any
children sti1l alive or descendants to respond to ne. Great-
aunt Mildredr polio victim, lI-26-f9O4/4-6-1987. Would deeply
appreciate help from anyone! Pattii Yoder Hooper, RD1-Box
322 Settle Road, Nerrark Valley NY 13811.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
CHARITY YODER (or Yoter), m. Abraharn Flart, March 28, IU7
in Ashland co., oH. Bottr b. in pA. erarirty yoder b.
abcut 1830. Vlho was her father? No recrcrd of any Yoders
in 1850 in Ashfand County. Perlnps in nearby Wayne Co.?
She was 17 rniren married, thus probably lived with her
IErents in nearby Wa)me Cc., OH. In 1860 U.S. Census ttrey
shored in DeIQ-tb Co., ItrT., the Newville area. l,tost of
Abraham and Ctnrity (Yoder) thrt's chil-dren rernained in
the Newvilfe, Hicksvil-le, OH area. I do not trave a
deathdate nor location of burial- of either Abralnn nor
Charity. [b1p pleasej Cerald L. Kisabeth, 4562] flclmes
hive, Canton OH 48187.
* *** ****** ** * * * *** ** * ****** ******** ***** ***** ***** ******* ****
YODER'S CCXJIIIRY MARKET, Route 669 N-Box 249, crantsvil-Ie,
MD 21356, offers for safe on any book about lbruronite or
Amish (in print). Send want list or order to above. Attn.
uuoy (booK Dept. ,
* **** ** ** ** **** * ** **** ** ******* ** * ** * ************* ********* **
Concerning the above notice reminds me to mention r^rhen one
requests something frorn someone eLse by nrail it is at all
times proper to include with ]Dur request a SASE
(Se1f-addressed stamped envelope). Ttre recipient will be
nost appreciative and it is a pleasing act.***** ** ** ** ** **** ** ** **** *** *** * *** ************** ** **** * ** ***
Dear Yoders:
Having retired early in 1988 my wife and I have moved to
central Mexico to enjoy the excellent clirnate and the low
cost of living.
We spenl npst of the sumrcr of 88 lraveling via llptor home
across the U.S. and Canada to visit our children and friends
and revisiting points of interest along the l,ray.
In November, having sold our rptor hotte and purchasingt a van,
we headed south to Mexico. We arrived in rnid-Noveniber at
the torrn of Clhapala located about 30 miles south of Guadaljara.
Ttre torrtn of C'lrapata is located in the central highlands(about
5000 feet above seal leve1) on a lake 60 miles long and 12
mi lcs wide.
There are many thousands of Americans and Canadians living
here, either year round or for the \,/inter season.
The weather is great--r,rarn sunny days (in the B0s) and cool
nights ( in the 50s).  No need for  a i r -condi t ioning or  heat .
fhis makes for an ideal retirenent area.
I am not sure if I gave you my address for rmil:

Rober! C. Yoder
3035 Directors Row, Suite 202
llemphis TN 38131

Fonerly we were in Albany, GA.
Sj.ncerely,

Robert Yoder
P.S. Am enclosing a check for continued subscription. Will

welcon€ hearing from anyone interested in retiring to or
v is i t ing Mexico.

P.P.S.  for  mai l  d i rect ly  to Mexico my address is :
Robert C. Yoder
Apartado #414
45900, Chapala
Jalisco, MEXIC0

(continued from P. 1)

the North Carolina ConJerence of the Evangelical Lutheran Tennessee
Synod in Concordia Chapel, Conover, North Carolina, on November
30,  18?9,  upon pe t i t ion  o f  Concord ia  and St .  James Evange l ica l
Lu theran churches .  In  18?8 he  mar r ied  Miss  Rosa E l izabeth  F isher ,
the daughter of Captain Jacob AlLison and Mary Caroline (Barnhardt)
Fisher of Rowm County, North Carolirla. In 1883 he entered the
Lutheran Theological Seninary at Philadelphia, pennsylvania, where
he s tud ied  fo r  one year .  He d id  th is  under  cons iderab le  c r i t i c ism
from some persons who thought he should have been satisfied with the
t ra in ing  commonly  rece ived by  o ther  Ioca l  Lu theran pas tors .  He then
returned to Calawba County as pastor of St. James Church. In 1884
he was elected County Superintendent of Public Instruction of Catawba
County  and he ld  th is  o f f i ce  io r  ten  years .  Dur ing  Ur is  sero ice  he  gave
pr iva te  ins t ruc t ion  to  severa l  Negroes  to  enab le  them to  qua l i f y  to
teach in  the  pub l ic  schoo ls .  In  1886 he  suryeyed Catawba County ,  de-
v is ing  an  odometer  wh ich  he  a t tached to  h is  buggy  whee l  to  fac i l i ta te
his work, and published a map of the county in both wall and folder
ed i t ions .  In  188? the  Board  o I  Trus tees  o f  Nor th  Caro l ina  Co l lege
e lec ted  h im pres ident  bu t  he  d id  no t  accept .  A  few years  la te r  he
was asked to  accept  the  pres idency  o f  Mar ion  Female  Co l lege bu t  he
dec l ined the  ca l l  In  i88B he became pres ident  o f  Concord ia  Co l lege,
Conover ,  Nor th  Caro l ina ,  and he ld  th is  o f f i ce  un t i l  1891.

In  tha t  year  he  and some o f  h is  co- laborers  became in te res ted  in
proper ty  a t  H ickory ,  Nor th  Caro l ina ,  o f fe red  by  the  w i l l  o f  CoLone l
Wal te r  Leno i r  fo r  a  schoo l .  When the  group dec ided to  accept  the
proper ty  under  the  te rms o l  Leno i r ' s  w i l l ,  he  accepted  the  pres idency
of  the  ins t i tu t ion ,  bought  some lo ts  I rom the  schoo l  p roper ty  and
moyed h is  house,  newly  bu i l t  in  Conover ,  to  these lo ts .  He took  the
lead in  de lend ing  the  t rans fer  o f  the  schoo l  and in  en l i s t ing  the  in te r -
es t  o f  the  Tennessee Synod in  the  new ins t i tu t ion .  He seryed as
pres ident  o f  Leno i r  Co l lege f rom 1891 to  1901.

In  1901,  weary  o l  con t roversy  and weary  f rom the  s t renuous labor
o f  teach ing  and admin is t ra t ion  wh i le  he  sened as  pas tor  o f  severa l
congregat ions ,  he  res igned the  pres idency  and went  back  to  S t .  James
church  as  i t s  pas tor .  Shor t l y  a - f te r  coming to  H ickory  he  was e lec ted
to  membersh ip  on  the  C i ty  Counc i l  md he ld  th is  o f f i ce  fo r  a  number
o f  years .  In  1900 he  was e lec ted  v ice-pres ident  o f  the  Un i ted  Synod
of  the  Evange l ica l  Lu theran Church  in  the  South .  In  1902 and aga in
in  1904 he  was e lec ted  pres ident  o f  the  Un i ted  Synod.  He came to
the  end o f  h is  l i fe  as  pas tor  o f  Emanue l  Evange l ica l .  Lu theran Church ,
L inco ln ton ,  Nor th  Caro l ina ,  en ter ing  in to  res t  May 16 ,  1911.

He was eminent ly  g i f ted  as  a  teacher  and a t  var ious  t imes taught
mathemat ics ,  bo tany ,  Eng l ish ,  ph i losophy and sys temat ic  and pas tora l
theo logy .  H is  ready  w i t ,  sympathet ic  unders tand ing  o f  mora l  and
sp i r i tua l  p rob lems,  and h is  genu ine  in te res t  in  h is  par ishoners  made
h im an exce l len t  pas tor .  He was a  popu lar  p reacher ,  p reach ing
doct r ina l  sermons in  such fash ion  tha t  they  ed i f ied  and in te res ted  h is
hea re  r  s .

His principal interest throughout his busy active years was in

Chr is t ian  educat ion .  He was reared in  a  t ime when schoo ls  were  in -

adequate to the needs of the people and the acquiring of an education
required great effort and he bent his greatest efforts toward improv-

ing this condition. To this end he made considerable material con-
tribution and so overworked himself that he died a comparatively
young man. UntiI he resigned the presidency of Lenoir College, he

always did more than the rvork of two men. I remember his coming
to class, aiter wearisome trips over primitive roads to preach and

catechise, almost too weary to get to the class room but with a teach-

ing vigor which effectively Ied his pupils in search of knowledge. His

diaries reveai that for many years his health was not robust but he

spoke so l itt le of it that no one, except possibly his wife, knew it.
He despised sham and pretense. He was a devout Christian and a

staunch believer in the faith confessed by the Evangelical Lutheran

Church. I think he would never have referred to a school with which
he was connected as a "church related school.o To him education
was worth while only when it was Christian in content and purpose and
that was of the Church and by the Church. His public declaration of
his faith was positive and forceful.

He did not l ike controversy but disliked compromise on matters of
principle more. He was iormidable in debate because he did not enter
debate from a love of dialectic but only in defense of principles or
opinions which he considered worthy to be discussed. AIso because

of his command of language and a mind which was well inlormed and
which easily presented thought clearly and logically gave weight to
his argument. He served during a time of much controversy and was,
by reason of his place among the leaders, thrust into the midst of it.
His fairness and lack of personal animus forbade his making enemies
of his opponents.

He was the author of a pamphlet, "The Situation in North Carolina,o
a controversial argument in re the entry of the Missouri Synod into
this territory and their assumption of the control of Concordia CoI-
lege, and of many articles published in Our Church Paper and
e lsewhere .

F ive  daughters  and two sons  were  born  to  h im and h is  w i fe .  The
first born daughter died in iniancy.
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Yoder Fomily Trodi t lon Yothers Fomily Holds Reunion
NEWS-HERALD. Perkaeie. Pa.. Vedneedav. June 28. 1989

18th century cerman Bible that  for-  Bat t le creek Mr .  mostof  whomhadl€f t theoldurder Perkasie;  secretary- t reasurer;
.ga Amish. Alverna (Yothers) Hunsberger,merlv belonged to pioneer co^nrad g?I1 A- The estabtishment of a four-sec- p".r.i.ji ;"iiffidili ili.:rt"".?ijlYoder. A Sw jss immigrant. the early I: ' F (r rr Ft ,,^::::;:::;;;iir, r,"".* -rr" .iit i,:i '^'"'"

seuler established the }i;il'h tq/ tlLf)t o o h o t !Pi-,':l*-"i:"t,y.bT"'^"::f:*: 
Yothers, Jr', Boston, Mass

7  r .  A  .  ^A  . I  .  S t . Joh r i ' sEvange l i ca l Lu the ran  wh i chwase rec ted inabou t l ?38 . I t

C o n t i n U e s At G o t h e r i n g Ef#.",''"i5i#ffi$rh il:'*H ;:it+fi,HTtft"i'i.{i,,,;flTiA u G  / 8 t  / ? t 9  l t n , - <
A family tradition that is now in in present day Catawba county dur- cur.next ] 'ear, including i lrfrtanned 

pe,ople-present 184?, by a stone meeting house that

its 3erh season was repeated on s,n ing *o ;Jrribo' i;'';l'";-i" booking oi , r""t"iii f.f""i."1^ ,,jlr::: "i'"*i, ;""*;, ;f#; f"i':T,y:lJJfAI;,yTI" 
"i,jl?l;

i:Ti""l,'IlJ::T,'ai:l',ili:i:i rll"."tu.y Nea, D wirrons or ",,3iiii',:i,L{$q:1"",j1fi"-"i:q1l: f;ffitrffi1/":f*'Hrlr;al* ;:;
Churchsoutho f  H ickory .  ( leve lanr l  shared i r i s  co lec t ron  . , , "  to  

.severa l  . . . " ,  " r . f r " .& ; ; ; ;  " f  i l - ; ; i * ' i ;  Hansyoder 'sson,Casper ,  moved
Clan pres ident  Ted M.  Yoder  o f  Yoder  f rmr ly  sc rapbooks .  Conta ln -  cnurcnes ,  wnere  Yooers  n tua  

Lo*" .  M i l fo rd  Townsh iD ( then !oDoy les towntownsh ip .Casperso ld
Rt. 12. Hickory. extended greetings 1ng prrncrpally human interest typlcally 

lsld..m:m9ersLtp are sup- krown as .,The Great Swamp") his farm to his son, iacob-yoder.
as  the  1?5 gues ts  assembled  fo r  a  s to r ies .  news i tems.  rnd  br r lh .  mar -  por l .eoDy lneYooer laml ly .  

f romJoseDhKrowdenofTrevos i in  whochanged h is  name to  Yothers .
covered-d ish  mea l  in  the  church  par -  r iagr .  rnd  death  c l ipp ings .  the  a l -  .A l le r  a .  parung_Dless lng  ano mn.  t?20 fo r  ts  pounds.  A l l  the  Bucks  County  Yothers
ish hall. The invocatton was ex- bums concontrrte on the Norlh e-olctlon Dv . th9 -ftey L. {-lement The yodeis were Mennonites gn6 families are his descendants.
pressed by the Rev. Frank Yoder of carolina Yoders, but , lso feature ar- Hahn, a retired 

!:rjf:.?I i, lTF: Joi;-y;;r and his wife, Anna, and prizes were awarded to the fourDecatur ,Tenn.  t i c les  about  o thers  who share  the  whonowl ives inArden, themeet ing  ion j * rn . . l " . ,ao* t "a t f td ianato th"  aa 'u 'qh terso t the ta teHarveyand lda
At 8?, Florence yoder was the surname. The nar,re yoder or Joder Xff, i, i"":*:,r#il 

the second s*- G;;; M";oniG u""i ing no*", ft i le1 yothers, who all had per-
oldest person present' The voungest is derived from r.he "u.lll^"::^,-r.l 

"i';ii#t'#'iii 
.""ting ."u"."r fect attmdance'fo the_past iive

visitor at 19 months was A J Baker swiss saint, Theodore, wno was a nonnlo i.n'i,,riino 
'j,i"""":',i:t", -V;i:: 

years: Mildred yothers, souderton;

li,l,l""xl-eEy?r,.:.rs"":: ;*'i:*ffi;;; ;";,,; ilslfu':r'*liFltr*rj#t Yoder, Kan., Plant tu{!1fl$:l'i"$l,t",1iiihilXlS[fl;',liilfi'"'Y""",".','".lo.:: S'"Bl*l jlj"ii:tlli1'1,*fu.t ?Ji:l',,]i",T^l",i"t5*f"'li[i Cenlennial [venls f::::"iJ#3[ Edna (Yothers)
rd'rrrr rcp'srtrrls" " ' l  dent Michael B. Huffman. was on munity. 

f -_ l.-_ | O I n The couple coming the greatestElias Yoder l ine. Yoder was or

n""#;"q.*:""":::'tt",,',#,gj ,#'*;*t*tftl'1",1,::u*i -i{*;lilgll,}.-T}. f,""![::l tor Aug. | 8-19 ,1k"T "ffi.**?"1p;o;::,?;;*
Catharine Hoffman. 

" "' ' couple and their descendants. David extant domicile of a Yoder in the Ca- yoder, Kan._This tiny unincor_ Annadale, VA. Mr. 1nd' Mrs,
rarrw v^dar ^r q,h r^<a r.rir Yoder worked as il coopel ard was a tawba valley. porared t"*" i" x""i"r'ei,i;h;;; Douglas cronce from Ringo€s, NJ"""' ' grandson of conrad Yoder. _The The entourage. il.^" yi:it:t !!i itv is ceteurarins iticini;;;h-Ail. were also present.had journeyed the greatest distance iulltofii.o-ai.prii"a "rtifacts from nearby Thessal6nica Baptist church ri rr.J ,.

:"3flt'ix""Hi]i"Ti"ix?,lii;"':xh",]:'"'",x...-i"g,h"";;;;;;i;.;;in:6*]-:.;l"*;j:..:.:m*:-lili"1,,l#::*".-l.*.11i*:.'':-��������������feredbythepresidentreveateoottrxtGi;91iYodtr-said'next.yearl ' "{ : : ; : 'n," : :" ' l * |"1i9i .J: j i I+:1' f" '#: . ' ' t i l .v l3: l1i | l ;1! � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
nine births and 1 1 marriages ha
curred in the yoder ana Reep iJi will mark the bic('ntennial of the or- * ,"-"., "'"'",' ' ' i^.-t:l1Tt^t)"-,I:::r thc area in 1872, but the boundaries periasie.
res srnce rhe previous gr,rr"i.?. ganization of zio^Ir,Lutheran church lll-"-t:tll,o-i'{^oaughter.ot 

plon€er of thc town weren't Dlatted until
P r e s i d e n t Y o d e r a l s o , 1 . . . " 6 1 1 ' . l i , , ' , i i s w e l l a s t h e 2 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f 9 , o l . 3 q Y o d : I t o r e a c h a d u l t h o o d , i s l 9 0 6 . M o s t o f t h e o r i g i n d A m i s h s c t - � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
peopie ln the yocer ano neep X# the death of conrad yoder. A Re'vol- also interred in the cemetery tlers urived soon aficruard. (Rush) Yothers, 76. daughter of the

nections ha.r died drriqg tl" il 'ri u!i9n1ty war patriot, Yoder fur-
year 

''"' nished goods and monly to aid rhe yoDER NEwsLETTER ,J:X?:::,lr"l,:il:i1tnft;'fff::: i?li"tl; i,iili?.i1T",'o', ffit. 
*o""

-speciar .reco,snition was.Eiven j: &:!{!d"li',iti"itfil"ii::if: 
FAMrLynHrsroRy ill*r";:T: l*lt*t*:':;|;l': "3:":'J1m'#.::iT',}Tf*3iMr. and Mrs. L. Clement Hahr

who recently cerebrared their'2i'rh lgXi9ilg--11^!"i'rir-Rhvne 
collegc rrru!^^ 

bail-andaiumbervard.Therown_il Bucher April 29. 1989.
wedding anniversary. Also, *. i",it Iil^tl":.t"pl11l:^1n1 .P: 

Robert A No ' 2 Iro-*"u-ino*n for its Dutch Mill
Mrs. Gerald M. yoder trao note'a"l l^"-*tll1"-::i:":hsthefirstpresi- 195 new names BakeryandYBMeats. The next family reuruvn will be
goldenweddinganniversary.  

. - . -  : i l : " ,0; r : ; i i [ i l ] l i l i i ; .T i i " l  
" "  

a_dded-.^1eBB r .hrrr  rh i  Amish s€t t lement inc ludcd lp l6 inJunereeo.
Hahnisvicepresidentand\ooer redyoderdesc'iberr."""i l ' , ,0.r, Y1y:^rga9l-pii"Ja. i3Ta1'r',t" ' . ' , f l3rl l":1.ti#tJ:l l  Trreofficersare:president: Bobi s  t r e r c r r r a r  ^ f  i h o  d r ^ r h

H e l e n  y o d e r  H a h n  o f  A r d e n . " .  i h " . t m i g h t . p o s s i b l y b e i n c o r p o r a t e d  S l . 5 u  p p c l  . ( a t  c o s t )  n o n i t e C h u r c h w a s o r g a n i z e d A p r i l  Y o t h e r s ,  S e l l e r s v i l l e ;  v i c e

Lur ' r tu  aBdr '  L r r ' s  rEdr  tu ' ^ ' " " ' ' ' . -1 '  
Rr++ I  a  n r661 Mr  mosto f  whomhad l€ f t theOldorder  Perkas ie ;  secre tary - t reasurer :

:""':i:i"",".'#:il:?i""'10"".,)'l,lli frF*ff{ H H ilE i tljlilt';llf'"#'h:xl'if*
i  I  I  I  I  I  . t 6 6 - . 1  r " m i l i e s t o l e a v e t h e a r e a .
/  ;  |  |  '  l  I  * F , 9 .  f  * * * * * * r * * * + + + * + * + * * + + + + + * l + + I + + + + + r + + + * + + + + + + + + + + * + l + + + + + + + + + + + l

d b ! |< I PE-TER AND NANCY (YODER) YODER REUNION

obituaries ;3i:i 
"*'*#,s1?,',T"o,TJ*"liIx,REIrNroN

5 
'' 

d - { Hickory Homes, Heston KS 6T062

Alv in  J .  Yoder  d  c  1^  i
fr f I F f gO descendants of Peter and Nancy Yoder met at Cross Winds

BERTHA, Minn. - Afvin J. Yoder, 90, who had 5{6 dercendants, il H " .- } Camp, Hesston KS, July 22-25 for a family reunion which nreets
diedDec'3'1987'atBertht' 

,-,,.*--, ^-- 
' 'H yn E f every three years.HewasbornMayS, lS9T, inHubbard,Ore.  f t  a '  S i

He had Iived in the Burr oak, Mich., and Colon, Mich., area fo" 
' 

- * H f In 1895 Peter arrived in North Dakota at the age of 21 years

many years before moving to Homer; Mich. Ile also fri-i fi""a-iri H U H i and took a homestead near Mylo ND. Nancy Yoder came from Bert-
Wisconsin,MissouriandCanada. * 

ld 
"' 

I rand Nebraska in 1896 by covered wagon with three of her sisters
On Nov. 20, 1921, he married Lydia V. Hochstetler at Morocco, ._. a . I and Uncle Jonas yoder.

I n d .  - d o  *
He was a lifelong farmer and lrad served as an Amish bishop for ; 

'1 
if i 

Peter and Nancy were married in 1897 at Mylo ND' They had

severatyears. 9 o = I twelve children and stayed in ND all of their 1ives. They

Surviving are his wife; 13 sons, Joseph A. Yoder, Burr Oak, F ^ 6- i celebrated their 5Oth and 60th wedding anniversaries with all
Mich., Amos Yoder and Ervin Yoder, both of Bertha, L€vi Yoder, * Fi. d i twelve children present. Peter died iluLy 14, 1961 and Nancy
Amherst, Wis., William Yoder, Wadena, Minn., Alvin Yoder Jr., f * 

o= 
f died Aug,ust 5, 1963.

Kenton, Ohio, Jesse Yoder, Kendallville, Ind., Henry Yoder, Wilton, t F 
- 

+
wis., David yoder, Jamesport, Mo., Harvey yoder, cuero, Texas, ,.s ,r I 

Abtendants to the reunion were from Kansas, Arizona, Montana,

Edwrn io<ier, Melvin yoder and Elven yoder, au "f c;"!;I', fi;.; 5* E 
'* 

i Iowa, Indiana, Florida, Texas, Minnesota' California and North
six daughters, Mrs. William J. (Lydia Mae) Bontrager, Centreville, g . 

' 
+ Dakota.

Mich., Mrs. LeRoy A. (Fannie) Elcher, Berne, Ind., Mrs. Chester d : I i Activities of the reunion were go1f, swinrning, boating, base-
!. {lVraryl _Gingerich, Medford, \f,ts., Mrs. Enos J. (Clara) g - 8 I ba11, eating, visiting, getting acquainted and Olypiads. T'hurs-
Bontrager, Colon, Mich., Mrs. Edward J. (Edna) Stutzman, Bl,eir, !. 5 g +
Wis., and Wilma Yoder, Norfok, N.y.; one brother, Sylvanus J. 6 g d, I 

day evening was the traditional auction sale of heirlooms and

Yoder,  Pla in Ci ty,  btr io;  l i7  grandchi ldren; '3 io g ieat-  _-  F 
- i  

craf t  i tems, a h ighl iqht  of  the reunion.
grandchildren; one great-great-grandchild; l0.stepgrandchildren; 6 

'" g I
and 35 steq-great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by one * , 

- 
I The Unruh family sponsored this reunion and the next one

daughter, Sylvia; two grandchildren; one daughter-in'law; and one 
I J + f will be held in MN in tlrree years with ottis yoder and family

step-great-grandchild. )^ -_. t *p ur  ru *  as sponsors.Burial was Dec.7 in Bertha.

B


