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(Part II of the article "Speculations on Earliest
A'oish "ies to European .loders', follows. ONE SHOULD
REFM AGAIN T'O TIJE LINEAGE TREE PRIIVIED ON PAGE 3
IN YNL *11- -Apr i l ,  1988)

)ooooooooooooo(

SPECT'I,ATIONS ON EARLIEST AIqISIj TIES T'O EI]ROPEAN JODERS

(Par t  I1 )

Caspar Joder Y6b had tvo older brothers whose lines
show possibilities for connection. Hans y6l, born
1644, ytad two sons we might consider and so did his
brother Jakob, whichever of the two Jakobs is y65 in
the conflicting data. There are argunents for and
against each lheory, sollp stronger that others, but
nolg 9{ r!S!_El:._ been clearly proved.

J. Virgil Miller has speculated lhat the father of
our i.rmigrants might trave been Jost Joder y613, a
theory that has also appealed to Dr. H. F. Gingrich.
Karl Joder stated that this Jost, who dropped out of
his records, emigrated to Anrerica. Mi11er thinks it
j.s nnre likely Lhat this vas the yost of 1717 in
Lachen and that his children would have been the emi-
grants. The Chorgerichtsnanual (Judiciat proceedinqs)
of Canton Bern in 1691 noted that "the oldest son oi
Hans ,foder of the Bernestrasse, named Jost, is never
at home and the father ;,h.':,; LeForts 'Ersein jetz
nit  daheim sondernzu Kaserts irr  der Arbeit, . ' ,  Mit ler
says this being away at vork was a typical excuse
for hunted Anabapists. Miller points out that no
other Jost can fit i.nto Lhis incident as vel1 as yost,
the Amish minister vho lived for a tire at Lachen.
The footnotes in $,ffi discuss the possibility <;f
Yost's coming to America (p. 573) but the probability
lhat his sons cane instead is just as great or greater
and the dates fit well,

We notice a slnall detail, hor,rever, Ttle oldesL son
i.n both inmigrant families was naned Christian. There

r. i-' ,_:l in the f irst family and in the second
one they goL around to the narp only by son number
three. This could be quite coincidental, but remern-
bering how the Amj.sh so ofLen used the paternal qrand-
father's nalne, we looked around for a Ci-rristian ioder
that could qualify and there is one. yost y613 had a
brolhe: Ch,ristian Y615, born in 1680. T'he dates do
not fit as we1lt the faLhers of the taro generations
would have had to be as young as 21 or 22 when their
first child was born. Ttris is possible and we notice
two such young fathers in Samrel,s line, but it nay
have been uncompn.

One mcre item to note is thaL Christian iloder y6B2
a cousrn to yost and Christian above, married a sister
of Yost's wife and they li.ved at Eppstein. This branch
@an to spe1l their narre Jotter uni it is interesting
to see that Christian, the inmigrant of I.742, speUed
his name the sanre vay. fhis nray, or may not!, have
sore srqnificance.

Another prjs-hjlity l,as been noLed in the line of
Jakob,Joder y65.(see aiagrarn j.n aprii vtn*if 1""r.1
A good case for this has been nade by Leroy Beachy,
but it is necessary to decide first vhich iaxol
belongs here, the one vho narried Verena (f,rancy)
Kauffman or Lhe one who nnrried Margaret Stu"nfi. Both

( c o n t i n u e  o n  p a q e  3 )

N A T I O N A L  D O C T O R  O F  T H E  Y E A R - _ 1 9 5 1

One of our highly respecled Yoders was named by the Anerican
Medical  associat ion as the Nat ional  Fami ly Doctor  of  the year
in 1951. Dr.  Albert  Chr ist ian Yoder (Nov.  11,  1867-Oct.  3,  1962)
descended from the long line of Christ.ian Yoders, beginning with
lhe i rmigrnat  (1700-1775).  Dr.  Yoder 's father,  Noah C. Yoder
(1844-1897), was lhe only break in the line of those named
Chris l ian in tb is branch.

The doclor was born in Lacrange Co., IN and died in Goshen,
E l kha r l  Co . ,  IN .

He started teaching aL the age of sixteen in country schools.
He graduated from Indiana State Normal School in 1893. He
served as principal of Vincennes (IN) High school. While there
he rrEt his'l.rife, r+ho vas a studenl, Alice Brookie, and they \.rere
marr ied on Chr istmas Day,  1895. He at tended Indiana Univers i ty
and graduated in 1899.

af ter  at tending and graduat ing f rom Rush Medical  Col lege in
1902 he @an pract ice as a physic ian and surgeon. His ear ly
house calls were made on a bicycle and later by horse and buggy.
He bought hrs f i rs t  aulornobi le in 1910, a Jackson tour ing car.
Tt  cost  $1000.00 plus $200.00 for  s ide surta ins.

Ir later years he n'as honored at an Indi.ana State avard,
where he r{as probably appointed as a national candidate for the
meclica] avard. Here he said, ,'I have done nothi.ng outstanding
unless Lhis be the exception. I have interested myself i.n the
grass roots of medcine, lhe County Medical Society.,,

National honors were later given him at l-os Angeles CA when
he received the meritorious avard. On his return to Goshen he
was greeted at the Nev York Central depot by the high school
band and was carried through Goshen on a city fire truck where,
at Main and Lincoln, large ',WEIrOME HOME', banners were dis-
played. He was further honored by the city to receive a large
diarnond ring and a television set. fhis lvas quite an honor
for Lhe 84-year-o1d faithful doctor who had said on his 80th
b i r t hday ,  "Re t i r e !  I ' ve  neve r  g i ven  i t  se r i ous  t hough t .  T ' d
rathelwear out than rust out," A 1oca1 fellorr-physician said
of hin, "He has never quit studying medicine. He has kept as
close to modern medicine as any practicing physician I l<rtov.,,

Dr. Yoder \,Ias an aclive and faithful member of the First
MeLhodist Episcopal Church in Goshen. He also served tvo ferms
as cily health officer under Democratic nayors and was for many
years lhe house physician of the Elkhart County Home,

Both he and his wife enjoyed life and passed on just before
each of  lheir  95th bi r th anniversar ies.
* * * t . d  * t t  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ,
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FROM THE EDITORS

B e n  F .  Y o d e r ,  G o s h e n  I N  M a n a g i n g  E d i t o r

C h r i s  Y o d e r ,  S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  H i s t o r i c a l  E d i t o r

R a c h e l  K r e i d e r ,  G o s h e n  I N ,  C o n t r i b u t i n g  E d '
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR QUERIES:  The nev  address
f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  g e n e a l o g i c a l  e d i t o r  C h r i s
Y o d e r  a n d  f o r  " Y O D E R  Q U E R I E S "  i s :  C h r i s  Y o d e r ,
u s  R E P  J E C O R  ( C E N P R O ) ,  B o x  3 3 ,  A P O  N Y  0 9 0 3 8 - 7 0 0 1

C h r i s  h a s  t a k e n  a  t w o - y e a r  a s s i g n m e n t  j - n  t h e
K i n g d o m  o f  S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  b u t  w i l l  b e  c o n t i n u i n g
h i s  f u l t  i n v o l v e r n e n t  v i t h e  t h e  Y N L .  U s e  U '  S '
p o s L a g e  a n d  a 1 l o w  t w o  t o  f o u r  w e e k s  f o r  a  r e p l y '
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

T h e  p r o f i t s  a c q u i r e d  f r o m  t h e  Y N L  s u b s c r i p t i o n s
a r e  b e i n g  s h a r e d  v i t h  y o u  b y  i s s u i n g  b o n u s  i s s u e s '
W h e n  d a t a  a r e  g a t h e r e d  f r o r n  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  b y  r { a y

o f  o r i g i n a l  d o c u m e n t s  o r  c o p y i n g ,  s u c h  e x p e n s e s
a r e  b e i n g  p a i d  f r o m  o u r  Y N L  f u n d s .  N o  p e r s o n a l

f e e s  o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  a r e  t a k e n  b y  a n y  o n e  o f  u s '

W e  d o  h o p e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  Y o d e r  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r
t h e  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  s a f e  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  o f  a n y
s u c h  p r o p e r t y  a n d  b o o k s .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  o 1 d
l e t b e r s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  m a t e r i a l ,  o b j e c t s  f r o m  t h e
p a s t  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  o f  Y o d e r  o r i g i n  w e  l r o u l d  b e
gaaa to  rece ive  the  same fo r  the  fu tu re .  DO l {O ' i

i h r o l r  a w a y  a n y  o 1 d  p a p e r s ,  l e t t e r s  e t c .  t h a t  y o u

m i g h t -  b e  c a l l i n g  " j u n k " .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

I f  you  have moved be  sure  we are  so  in fo rned '

Q u i L e  a  n u m b e r  o f  r e a d e r s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  n o  i s s u e s
a n d  i f  w e  a r e  n o t  i n f o r r n e d  w e  t ' s s u m e  a l l  i s  w e l l
( l r h e n  i t  a i n ' t ) .  M e n t i o n  y o u r  o l d  a d d r e s s  t o o '
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

During their first year of narriage my niece and her hus-

uand speit their first year in Argentina' He served as pas-

t o r i n t h e A l r € r l c a n c h u r c h a n d s h e a S a n e l e m e n t a r y t e a c h e r .
A young girl from California entered the school after

regurir "6t"io.," had started. While entering the girl's

.rur. o. the class rol-1 the girl reluctantly paused after

being asked her name and said, "I l/ould not care to say'

ft i6 funny and you would laugh." The girl was finally per-

suaded and said it was Yoder. In surprize my niece explain-

ed, "Why that v-as my nDther's name before she vas rarrled'

I don't-think it is a fr.rrry name"' A big smile crossed

the gi r l 's  face.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * :
T}11S NI]il,IFFR 12 ISSUE IS ANCIHER BONUS. AII SUBSCRIBERS

ADD ONE MORE ISSTJE COMING ON YOT]R STJBSCRIPIION'

At the next YNI#13 many of you vil1 receive an addressed

envelope. This will inform you that a new subscription

period^wirf begin with Issue #14' As lre explained before'

to send $6.00 ior the two-year period will certainly save

a lot  of  t ine for  at l  of  us.  We wi l l  cer ta in ly accept $3'00

for a one-year subscription and don't want to be too stern'

Si"qr .  .opi"= are st i1 l  $1.50,  At l  are sent  Fi rst  C1ass'

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t

C h r i s  Y o d e r  a n d  h i s  f a n i l y  g o t  a  s h o r t  l e a v e

a n d  d i d  g e t  t o  v i s i t  h i s  p a r e n t s  i n  M i c h i g a n .
T h e y  a l s o  a t t e n d  t h e  a n n u a l  R e u b e n  Y o d e r  d e s c e d -
d a n t s '  r e u n i o n  h e l d  i n  S h i p s h e w a n a ,  f N .  H r r  c a l 1 -
e d  a n d  w e  h a d  a  g o o d  t a l k  o n  t h e  p h o n e .  T h e y
w e r e  m a k i n g  a  s t o p  i n  E n g l a n d  b e f o r e  r e t u r n j ' n g
t o  S a u d i  A r a b i a .  A 1 1  i s  w e l l  w i t h  t h e m .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

S e r v i n g  G o d  i s  d o i n g  g o o d  t o  m a n ,  b u t  p r a y i n g  i s
t h o u g h t  a n  e a s j , e r  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  m o r e
q e n e r a l l v  c h o s e n ,

* * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Here in Goshen tlx, nc:r;si:r'1 ci ' r'hich print's our YNL' tns each

SaturOiy a page-tenqth cofunn vritten by Jirn Naile enLitled

"STRAY TACKLES" by Tack' Following is an item in his coluru:I3

Hard to Believe
,.Tttis week I met a Yoder arrived from Denver, Colo., and after

t.u"ing her about the spelling of her-name.' I had to tell my

;;;;;i;. true story about the ctan' To rnake my story' r rmst

repeat fiYself.
Some years ago a man visiting our 'ourthouse announced

t h a t h e w a s f r o m N e w Y o r k , a n d v a s d o i n g s o m e r e s e a r c h o n h i s
i . i i tv .  ; f t ; - " " r*  is  Yoder,"  he said '  careful ly  spel l ing i r

o,.rf, iv-o-a-e-r." of course there vas material aplenty'

The wornan listened attentively' with a srnile' and said'

"In Denver I did have to spel1 my narne' And sonretines it was

p;;.;;;; as if it tu" t$tt"d ivith an extra 'd' as in Yodder"'

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * l * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Q U E R T E S - Q U E B r E 9 , , Q U - E R r E ! = -
C a n  Y O U  F l e a s e  n e r f ,  l n e  f o c a t e  F o u n t a i n  D a l e '  P A

c e m e t e r y  ( m a y b e  i n  B e r k s  C o "  P A )  ?  T  w a s

t o l d  t h ; t  i s  w h e r e  r n y  3 r d  G c m o t h e r '  B a r b a r a  Y o D E R

o y s t e r , / n y s t e r ,  i s  b u i i e d '  s h e  d i e d  b e f o r e  1 8 0 3 '

A n y  h e l p  a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d  I  w i l l  p a y  Y C U  f o r  y o u r

h e i p .  t h a n t <  y o u .  M r s .  A n n  E '  H i l l e s '  1 9 1  W e s t

n a y t o n  S t . ,  A l l i a n c e  O H  4 4 6 0 7 '
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
What  i s  t he  ances t r y  o f  G IDEON YODER r ' r ho  m '  Mamie

M a i l e r  a n d  d i e d  i n  S t e a m  V a 1 l e y  P A ?  K n o w n  c h i l d r e n

i n c l u d e d :  T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t  Y o d e r  b  3 / I O / I 9 O 2  i n

e j - t h e r  S t e a m  V a l l e y  o r  T r o u t  R u n  P A ;  M i l d r e d

Y o d e r ,  l a t e  o f  B e l i e f o n t e  P A ;  a n d  p o s s i b l y  a n o t h e r

s o n ,  H a r o l d  Y o d e r .  R e p l y  t o :  P a t r i c i a  H o o p e r '

R D 1  B o x  3 2 2 ,  N e w a r k  V a 1 1 e Y  N Y  1 3 8 1 1 '

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r

B O N U S  I S S U T
ltre following j-nfornation was on a paper sent by Patricia

(soddy) Tharp, now living in Saudi Arabia. Famity records and

other pertinent data also offered with the following;
A Historv and Bioqraphical Cvclopedia of-gutler coqntv, Ohio,
roesternTiog. Pllb. Co.;Encinatti OH, 1882, Reproduction by

Butler Cor:nty Hist. Soc., reproduced by Unigraphic' Inc',

4400 Jackson Ave., Evansvi l le IN 47115, 1973. 666 pages'

Page 640, "Anpng the Manufacturers of Monroe was Peter

Jottei, who vas here as early as 1840, and lrade vagons' This

business was carried on by him for many years, and subsequent-

1y by Williarn Jotter, his son, now the oldest citizen in Mon-

r6e,-who took his place about 1872. He employs from three to

five hands, and nanufactures the Edgar patent gate, and also

a furrovinging sled or corn-naker. The Paragon Double Plow

Works, ownea Uy Charles Warner, have been in operation six
years. The bllcksrnith's shop was sold as early as 1859 by

Peter Jotter, vho built it and it was afterw-ards sold-----'

Cornlcination At1as, l4qp of Butler countv, ohio' L' H' Everts'
Hunter Press, Phi1a. 1875.

,'peter;otter was a resident of l€mon Township, rvas born in

cerrnny, and settled in Butler County in 1841' His post office

address vas Monroe and his occupation uas vagon-maker and far-

m e r , "

l€tLer from w' Karl Joder, D-6700 Ludvigshafen'/Rh' oggers-

heim, Fried-Bessemir-Str. 5, West C'ermany, 1984' before Karl

Joder died, quote,"Peter Jotter born al Munsterhof, Genreinde'
Or.issen in der Pfalz, lnrn 24 Oktober 1819." I do not ]aoov

where or vhat his sources vere. (Ed. note: Karl had lTade
a considerable search of all Joder connections in Germany)

(a famify sheet of Peter Jotter's descending children vas

also included with the above data.) Many thanks to f4rs Ttnrp'
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

It



( S F E C U I , A I  I O N - - c o n t i n u o d  f r o m  p a g e  I  )
have l'een narned for this s^,c't in the Karl Joder
records but they were definitely two different nren.
They vere narried seven rnonths aparL at SLeffisburg
and their children are in the sane age bracket. The
brother just older that Jacob Y65 (Peter Y64) married
a Staehli, and in one of Karl Joder's books he says
she r+ras a sister lo the wife of Jacob he indicates as
Y65. This kind of sibling connection r{as colnnon---
Dicl Karl jump to conclusions? This couple is s,; jd
l--cr have renained in Switzerland. This does not
exactly rule them out as ancestors, for the niclcrame
of I'ChrisL der Schweisz" or ',Schweitzer Christ', given
Lo Ctrist,ian yR23 ttny show a close association to the
horpland. On the other hand, other reasons can serve
just as we11. ilakob and Margreth had a son Jacob,
born 1689, who would have been about thirLy years old
when the firsL child of the Wi.dow Barbara was born. His
younger b,other Christian would have been 28 wher:
Barbara YR21 las born (1725). We see 

' . ; t  
D,: ' .  Gj.: , ,- .

crich decided that this couple tras more likely to belong
to another family,(cAMlc-p. 574) but, the dates actually
fit better than for Jacob and Verena.

ltre familiar Amish nare of Kauffmn rnak-.r c'ne feel
cornforlab.]-e with this 1alter lheory, as do th,' nan€s of
the Lhree children on the baptisrnal record at Steffis-
burg---Hans, 1685, Christian, 1687, and An:ra, 1688. That
the entries for this family stop right at a point when
there was a general exodus of the Amish out of Switzer-
land leads one to think this is when the family nnved
north. Hans would he.re been about 35 when his first
child was born, if he vas the inmigranL vho died at
sea, and Christian would fia',ze been 38 irt 1725. This
could be true but jt would not be a connnn age for two
brothers to start their large famities. ol1 the other
tnnd, Jost Y6 and Nicholas Y7 show an e)<arrDle of nen
who did.

Leroy Beachy noticed that in Sam.rel,s letter he
referred to a Jacob Meyer as one "of your IIEn", suggest-
ingan Amish connection, and on the ship list he noted
a Fredri l'{eyer next to the Yoders, the only }deyer on
that ship with the Amisb. And hc wondered--,,Cou1d
Anna of 1688ltave rnarried Fredri Meyer?"

So, hop to it, you younger researchers coming on!
Sorne of us oldies hope we are still around when you will
be finding a clear answer to the puzzle. But be cautious.
Use question marks until you tnve direct evidence and do
not close the door too quickly on competing theories.
Even Karl Joder, whose data we have used so freely, had to
say in warious places, "soveit bis jeLzt bekannt" (as
far as is ]glovn) and "soweit bis jetzt erforacht.,'

,......i.............^...::11:l:]^g:ii::.^^....r......r.r
D e c e n d a n t s  o f  J a c o b  H o c h s t e t l e r ,  t h e  i m m i g r a n t

o f  1 7 3 6  m i g h t  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  p o s s i b l e  p u r c h a s e  o f  b o o k s :

D e s c e n d a n t s  o f J a c o b  H o c h s t e t l e r ,
q r a n t  o t  1 7 3 6  - - p r i c e d  $ 2 4 . 9 5  p l u s
s h i p p i r : r g .

D e c e n d a n t s  o f  B a r b a r a  H o c h s t e t l e r  a n d  C h r i s t i a n
stutzman-$ 30.9s pius TZIED=Elpt ins .  

-

Check or  money order  must  accompany order .
O r d e r s  o f  1 0  c o p i e s  o r  m o r e  q u a l i f y  a s  a
w h o l e s a l e  o r d e r .

O r d e r  f r o m :
E l i  a n d  V e s t a  H o c h s t e t l e r
Gospe l  Book  Store
B o x  3 2 0
B e r l i n  O H  4 4 6 1 0

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

CASPER YODER OF UPPER SAI.T,ON
By Ken Ho+-tle

(Edi torrs note:  Through lhe years Yoder h istor ians have read
Lhat one John Yoder and vife Ann "settled in Penns Woods, Bucks
County" in about 1720. One could presune thaL the Yoders and
Yothers in the area lrere descendants, but tbere were rnany gaps
in information and nothing definite seems to have been traceci.
Dvent.ually there vas soneone who lrgan to examine lhe records
in the spirit of true research. The YNL got prermission to
Y v i h !  i -  t L ^  r - ' r '  ' 9 8 4  i s s u e  a n  a r t i c l e  b v  K e n  H o t f I F  o fu r  J r r  r r r  u r r e  n l / r  r  r  L r  r \ L r r

Allentovn, PA, in vhich he states ro]:at he had been able to find
about this Hans Yoder and why he could feel confident that Hans
had at least two sons--Jotur ,Ir. and Casper--and possibty a
daugbter Magdalena.

Nov he is sharing lrilh our readers what he has found out
about Casper the son. Don't let the footnotes scare you awayl
We are print ing al l  37 of them! Those who are wil l ing to take
his r,rord for it r,rill not cbeck them carefully, perhaps not at
al l ,  but some day a historian rnay f ind sorne confl ict ing data.
Fortr.mately here is a researcher vho shows clearly why he says
what he does and those vho cortp afler him can have a chance to
weigh the evidence whenever necessary. DescendanLs of Casper
Yoder can be grateful to him. If only nDre genealogists would
have on hand sonewhere among their papers such a clear record
of their conclusions. --RK)

---oooOooo---

CASPER YODER OF UPPER SAUGON

C A S P E R  Y O D E R ,  s o n  o f  J o h n  a n d  A n n a  Y o d e r l  v a s  b o r n
i n  U p p e r  T w p . ,  B e r k s  c o . - ,  P A . ,  c .  1 7 4 8  A b o u t  1 7 6 3 3  -
h e  m a r r i e d  F R o N I C A  S E L L 4  [ 2 3  o c t .  1 7 4 3 - 2 2  A u g .  1 8 3 1 ] 5
t h e  e l d e s t  c h i l d  a n d  d a u g h t e r  o f  H e n r y  a n d  M a r y
(  S o h e 1 1  )  S e ;  ;  Q  t n e y  * e r e  M e n n o n i t e s ,  f a r m e r s ,  a n d
l i f e l o n g  r e s i d e n t s  o f  U p p e r  S a u c o n  T w p .
I n  1 7 6 2  h e  w a s  l i s t e d  a m o n g  t h e  s i n g l e  m e n  i n  t h e
T a x  L i s t  o f  U p p e r  S a u c o n  T v r p .  /  o n  A 3  A p r .  1 7 6 8  h e
p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  h i s  f a t h e r ,  f o r  L  1 7 5 ,  t h r e e  t r a c t s  o r
p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  i n  U p p e r  S a u c o n  T n p . ,  t o t a l i n g  2 O 2
a c r e s ,  5  p e r c h e s 9  T h i s  p r o p e r t y  w a s  b o u n d e d  b y  a n d
n e a r  t h e  M e n n o n i t e  M e e t i n g h o u s e .
I n  1 7 7 2  h e  p a i d  t h e  P A  P r o p r l e t a r y  T a x  o f  L  1 1 . 3 . 4
o n  h i s  l a n d  i n  U p p e r  s a u c o n . 9  o n  2 ' l  J u l y  1 7 7 2  h e
s i g n e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  s a l e  o f  l a n d  b y  h i s  f a t h e r
in - law to  John Newcomer l0
In  June o f  1778 he  was among those impr isoned a t
E a s t o n  f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  s w e a r  a n  o a t h  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e
r e c e n t l y  p a s s e d  T e s L - A c t .  r  I
O n  5  J u l y  1 7 7 8  h e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t t r e l v e  n o n - a s s o c i a -
t o r s  n a m e d  i n  a n  u n s u c c e s s f , u l  p e t i t i o o  t o  t h e
S u p r e m e  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  o f  P A . ,  p r e s e n t e d  b y  h i s
f r i e n d s  a n d  n e i g h b o r s  .  r  z
O n  2 4  A u g .  1 7 7 8  h i s  r n o v e a b l e  p r o p e r t y . n a s  s o l d  a t
p u b l i c  a u c t i o n ,  r e a l i z i n g  L  8 6 9 . 9 . 1 0 . r r  O n  9  S e p .
1 7 7 8  h e  v a s  n a m e d  i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  o f  E v a  Y o d e r  a n d
E s t h e r  B a c h m a n  t o  t h e  S u p r e m e  E x e c u t i v e  c o u n c i l  o f
P A . 1 4  n h i c h  n e t  w i t h  " o . e  d e g t . e  o f  s u c c e s s . l 5  A f t e r
a n  i n q u i r y l 6  r e s t i t u t i o n  w a s  o r d e r e d , - 1 7  b u t  t t o
r e c o r d  o f  t h i s  r e s t i t u t i o n  i s  e x t a n t . 1 8  I n  1 7 8 0  h e
a p p e a r e d  a s  a  t a x a b l e  i n  U p p e r  S a u c o n  T w p . 1 9
I n  1 7 8 2  a n d  1 7 8 3  h e  v a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l
m u s t e r  r o l l s  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  a n d  s e c o n d  B a t t a l i o n s ,
r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  o f  t h e  n o r t h a m p t o n  C o u n t y  M i l i t i a .  H i s
p o s i t i o n  w a s  c l a s s  f o u r t h , ^ i n  c o m p a n y  t w o ,  u n d e r
C a p t .  C h r i s t o p h e r  J o h n s o n .  z u
I n  1 7 8 5  C a s p e r  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  s i x  m e m b e r s  t h a t
cont r ibu ted  to  nea '  shu t te rs  fo r  the  Saucon Mennon i te
Meet inghouse .  2  1
I n  1 ? 8 5  h e  p a i d  t h e  F e d e r a l  T a x  o f  L  2 . 5 . 4  o n  2 0 0
a c r e s ,  4  h o r s e s ,  a n d  5  c a t L l e . 2 2
I n  1 7 8 6  h e  p a i d  t h e  F e d e r a l  T a x  o f  L  2 . 4 . 0 .  o n  2 0 0
a c r e s ,  2  h o r s e s ,  a n d  6  c a t t l e . 2 3
O n  M a r .  L 7 8 7  h e  a n d  V e r o n i c a  s i g n e d  a  r e l e a s e  f r o m
h i s  f a t h - i n - l a v ' s  e s t a t e ,  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  j o i n t l y
r e c e i v e d  L  l o } . 2 4

the  Imn i -
$ 2 . 0 0

3.

( c o n t i n u e  o n  p a g e  4 )



( H o t t l e  a r t .  f r o m  p a g e  3 )

I n  1 7 B B  h e  p a i d  t h e  F e d e r a l  T a x  o f  L  1 . 6 . 3  o n
a c r e s ,  4  h o r s e s ,  a n d  4  c a t t 1 e . 2 5
O n  M a y  1 7 8 8  h e  b o u g h t  4 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  l o c a t e d
S p r i n g f i e L d  T w p . ,  B u c k s  C o . z o

200

i n

I n  1 7 9 0  t h e  F e d e r a l  C e n s u s  l i s t e d ,  b e s i d e s  C a s p e r
a n d  v e r o n i c a ;  o n e  m a l e  o v e r  1 6 ,  ( J o h n ) i  o n e  m a l e
u n d e r  1 6 ,  ( J a c o b ) ;  a n d  t h r e e  f e m a l e s ,  ( S u s a n n a ,
F r o n i c a ,  a n d  E a r b a r a ) ;  A n n a  a n d  M a r i a  b e i n g  m a r r i e d
a t  t h a t  t i m e . 2 7
H e  d i e d  i n  S e p -  I 7 9 8 , 2 8 h i s  e s t a t e  r { a s  s e t t l e d  b y
1 8  N o v .  l 7 g g ,  b e i n g  v a l u e d  a L  L L O 2 2 . 3 . g . 2 9  H e
c o n v e y e d  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  o f  2 0 0  a c r e s  i n  U p p e r
S a u c o n  T l r p . ,  N o r t h a m p t o n  C o . ,  a n d  a  t r a c t  o f  4 0
a c r e s  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  T w p . ,  B u c k s  C o .  t o  h i s  e l d e s t
s o n  J o h n ,  w h o  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  v i t h o u t  i s s u e .
J o h n  v a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  p a y  t h e  e s t a t e  L  1 0 0 0 ,  l r h i c h
v a s  t o  b e  d i v i d e d  a m o n g  h j . s  f i v e  s i s t e r s  o v e r  a
p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  J o h n  w a s  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e
s u p , : o r t  o f  V e r o n i c a ,  h i s  m o t h e r ,  w h o  r e c e i v e d  a n
o u t r i g h t  l e g a c y  o f  L 1 0 0 .  S h e  r r a s  a l s o  t o  h a v e
c h o i c e  o f  C a s n e r , s  b o o k s  a n d  c o u l d  c h O O s e  t O  l i v e
" i n  e i t h e r  o f  o u r  d w e l l i n g  h o u s e s " .  J a c o b  r e c e i v e d
a n  o u t r i g h t  l e g a c y  o f  L 4 0 0 .  T h e  b e l o w  l i s t e d  s e v e n
c i r i l d r e n  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  h i s  w i 1 1 . 3 O

ANNA YODER 17643 I
MARrA  YODER 13_176932
J O H N  Y O D E R  f O  O c t .  f Z Z f 3 3
S U S A N N A  Y O D E R  1 3  O c t  . I 7 7 4 3 4
F R O N I C A  Y O D E R  1 2  F e b .  1 7 ' 7 8 3 5
B A R B A R A  Y o D E R  2 9  s e p .  1 7 8 0 1 9
JACOB YODER 29  r4a r .  178437
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FOOTNOTES

1,' Dee d o!- s a 19r-,Je!!- Yeg-e]..-!? c1-g-p-e-r-Y-9s-el " 
- 

( d t d' - 1 3
a p . .  r r o a l - ? e E . - 1 i o " E  . - 1 l g g ) .  N o r t h a m p t o n  c o ' ,  P A "
D L e d  B o o k  F ,  v .  2 ,  p .  9 6 .  " C a s p e r  Y o d e r - - - - - s o n  o f
t h e  s a i d  J o h n  Y o d e r . "
2 A p p r o x i m a t e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  b i r t h  d a t e s  o f

h i s  b r o t h e r s  a n d  h i s  w i f e .
3 H e  v a s  s i n g l e  i n  1 ' 7 6 2  a n d  A n n a  w a s  b o r n  i n  1 7 6 4 '
4 ';;e;; of_B!lCe-CS_._E_eIrgy-8911=!9 Pgter-sell" ( dtd . )
12-Mar. -118?;=-a . -28 bet .  778' t  ) ,  Nor thampton co '  '
p a . ,  D e e d  B o o k  F  ,  v - 1 ,  p -  2 7 5 .  V e r o n i c a  i n t e r m a r r i e d
v i t h  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  C a s p e r  Y o d e r . "
5char les F.  Seng, Saucon-Menn-9nf !9- lhurc l l -Cgmelel l ,

Upp .e r_saucon_ I I p ._z  - ! , g ! f gh_Co .  ,  P4 . , " . (  2  Ju l y  1969  )  ,
p , 2 3 .  T y p e s c r i p t  l i s t  o f  b u r i a l s  a t  L e h i g h  C o .
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e L y .  " H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  S e n g ,
S a u c o n  B u r i a 1 s .  "
6 "Ee lL !  

l iEE - l g . " r d "  a t  t he  cenea log i ca l  Soc ie t y  o f
P A . ,  M s s .  e n t r i e s  r e c o r d e d  o n  t h e  f l y  l e a v e s  o f  a
1 7 4 3  e d i t i o n  o f  a  C l r r i s t o p h e r  S a u e r  B i b 1 e .  T h e  f i r s t
e n t r y ,  w h i c h  i s  p a r t l y  o b l i t e r a t e d ,  c a n  b e  d i s t i n -
g u i s h e d  a s  " F r o n i c a " .  H e r  t o m b s t o n e ,  a l o n g  w i t h
H e n r y  S e l l ' s  D e e d  o f  R e l e a s e ,  c o n f i r m s  h e r  i d e n i t y
a n d  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s ,  A n  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f
t h i s  B i b l e  r e c o r d  i s  a v a i l a b l e .
TCha r l es  Rhoads  Robe r t s ,  comp .  "Ann i ve rsagy  H - i=s - t og1
o f  L e h i g h  Q - 9 9 ! ! y ,  ! 4 . "  v .  3  ( A 1 1 e n t o w n ,  P A :  L e h i g h
v a l l e y  P u b .  C o . ,  i 9 1 4 ) ,  p .  1 4 6 4 .
u N .  I ,  s u p r a .  T h e s e  t h r e e  l r a c t s  w e r e  a  c o m p o s i b e
o f  p u r c h a i e s  m a d e  b y  h i s  f a L h e r  f r o m  W i l l i a m  A l l - e n
i n  1 7 3 5 ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  P r o p r i e t a r i e s  i n  I 7 4 3 .
9 P A  A r c h i v e s ,  3 r d  S e r i e s ,  v .  1 9 ,  p .  3 7 .  H i s  o c c u -
o a t i o n  i s  d e s i q n a t e d  a s  " f a r m e r " .
1 0 " D.. d o t- -9 " li-.- HSftII-!-e-l-l- t o--q-glr. n-IJ-e!!-o!re r "

( d t . d .  2 7  l 4 a y  I 7 7 2 ;  r e c .  2 3  A p r .  1 7 1 3 ) ,  N o r t h a m p t o n
C o . ,  P A . ,  D e e d  B o o k  B ,  v .  1 ,  p .  4 1 1 .  T h e  o r i g i n a l
d o c u m e n t  i s  a t  t h e  S c h w e n k f e l d e r  L i b r a r y ,  D o c u m e n t
c o l l e c t i o n  + 1 3 / 2 .  I n  t h i s  d e e d  h e  s i g n s  h i s  f i r s t
n a m e  a s  " C a p s b e r " ,  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  b e i n q  l a b o r e d .

l l K e n n e t h  G a r d i n e r  H a m i l t o n  " J o h n  E t t w e i n  a n d  t h e

M o r a v i a n  C h u r c h  D u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  P e r i o d ' l l

i n Mo r avi al- n-i;;!gg!-ca 1--599 i-e t1r-!-fgn s . v - | 2 ( Be th-

1 e h e m ,  P A :  T i m e s  P u b .  C o . ,  1 9 4 0 ) ,  p p . 2 9 6 - 2 9 7 '  T h e

M o r a v i a n s  w e r e  r e p e a t e d l y  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d

b e  h a r s h l y  d e a l t  w i t h ,  a s  t h e  S a u c o n  M e n n o n i t e s  h a d

b e e n .  J u s t i c e s  F r e d e r i c k  L i m b a c k  a n d  . I a c o b  M o r e y

o f  U p p e r  S a u c o n  a n d  U p p e r  M i l f o r d ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  J o h n

S i g f r i e d ,  t h e  c o u n t y  s h e r i f f ,  t a u n t e d  t h e  g a i n s  t h e y

w o u l d  D e r s o n a l l v  o b t a i n  f r o m  f u r t h e r  c o n f i s c a t i o n s .
rz 'p . tTt j ! [pg_q9pISg__Ege]men,__et_Bl  "  (dtc .  4July
1778 ) ,  Fa .  H i s to r i ca l  and  Museum Conmiss ion ,  Reco rds
o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  o f  P A . ,  C l e m e n c y

F i l e  R G - 2 7 .  " H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  P H M C  S u p r e m e

E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  R e c o r d s . "  " F r e e d o m  o f  c o n s c i e n c e " ,

a n d  " e x c e p t  g o i n g  i n t o  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e "  w a s  t h e i r

o b j e c t i o n .  _ T h e  o p i n i o n  o f  f r i e n d s  a n d  n e i g h b o r s  w a s ,

" t h e i r  p r e s e n t  b l i n d n e s s  t o  t h e i r  o w n  e s s e n t i a l

i n t e r e s t s ,  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  a n  u n h a p p y  b i a s  i n  t h e i r

e d u c a t i o n " .
f i pe -en i r t r vES ,  6 th  Se r i es ,  v .  12 ,  pp '  430 -432  '  Th i s

l i s t  r e v e a l s  t h e  p r i c e  o f  e a c h  i t e m  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e

p u r c h a s e r ' s  n a m e .  A t  t h i s  s a l e  J o h n  B a r e  ( B a e r )  '

i u r c h a s e d  a  B i b l e  f o r  *  - 6 . 7 ' 6 '  r f  t h i s  B i b l e  c o u l d

i e  l o c a t e d  t o d a y ,  i t s  i n p o r t a n c e  w o u l d  a n  o b v i o u s

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  Y o d e r  g e n e a l o g y '
1 4 " p e t i ti orr--9!--Eyg- Y-9 s e-r- 9!g- -E-9!ber-!ggtrgra! 

" ( d t d' .
9  sep.  1 t r -B l ; -F iMC-  snFEme Execut ive  counc i l  Records  '

C l e m e n c y  F i l e  R G - 2 7 .
1 5 r r i a .  T h e  r e a l  s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  p e t i t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t

v a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  T e s t  A c t '
1 6' R e s o 1!!-i 94- -t9- -r9!9r-!9- 99srr 9 i r --!t'c- f c t I !i94-^9!
!y9_19-q9l-!l'g--n9l!E-!e9l'!,e1" (undated ), PHMC supreme
c ; f f i ; i1 -G;o ;a ; ,  c rErnency  F i le  RG-27 '  Th is  document

i s  a c t u a l l y  a n  n E x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  M i n u t e s "  '
i 7 " i n s t r gs!-i-er'- ts-! sIL Be-]s!.err- se4-cer n i qs- !!9- !e!r * I :!
"r-EytJ-eg-eI-a!g-EE G!-!E!!!,eI--(AaEea 1? sep ' r77B) '
pnl,rb- supr"t re-aonil]]- R;E;;a;-' clernencv F i 1e RG- 27' -
T h i s  d o c u m e n t  i s  a l s o  p r i n t e d  i n  f u 1 1  i n  t h e  P A  A R C -

H I V E S ,  l s t  S e r i e s ,  v '  6 ,  p '  7 " 7 2 '  T h e  p e t i t i o n e r s

c l a i m e d  L  4 0 , O O O  i n  d a m a g e s ,  a n  i n q u i r y  e s t i n a t e d  t h e

d a m a g e s  a t  a b o u t  L 9 0 O O ,  a r r c t i o n  r e c e i p t s  t o t a l e d

L - 6 4 a 3 .  c f  J o h n  L .  R u t h  " T l t a s  s e e d i n g  T i m e "  ( s c o t t -

d a l e  P A :  H e r a l d  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  p p '  1 7 L - 1 ' 7 3 '  T h i s

account  engenders  sympathy  toward  the  Mennon i tes '

r a t h e r  t h a n  P r e s e n t i n g  t h e  f a c t s  '
i 6 A ; ; ;  t r l .  o u s t e r r r o u t  i c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n . i n

P A .  D u r i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n "  i n . P A  M a g g - z 1 ! 9

"i  Hi"!9gI-e-!-q-pf-9g-I-e-p$ v. 105, No' 1 (Jan' 1981) '

n .  r z .  
- r i r E s e - r E E 6 ? E F w e r e ,  " d i s c a r d e d  a f t e r  p l a s t i c

i a p e  u s e d  o n  t h e m  b y  W P A  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s

d i s i n t e q r a t e d  a n d  s t u c k  a l l  t h e  p a g e s  t o g e t h e r "  '
i g j " t "  6 .  a n a  E .  D i a n e  S t e m m o n s ,  " P e n n s v l v a n i a  i n

1 7 8 0 , - A - S l s J e w i d e  I n d e x - p f  c l g g a  1 7 8 !  P A -  ! 3 t x l f + : " '
t s - " r t - i a i e - c i t y t - 1 9 ? B t - p .  ] o o '  T h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h i s

i i s t  i s  t h e  ( M o r m o n )  G e n e a l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  M i c r o -

f i l m  N o . 5 2 2 8 ,  p t .  1 .
2 0 p e  n n c n f v n s ,  

- 5 t h  
S e r i e s ,  v .  B ,  p p .  8 2 ,  3 5 1 '  3 5 5 .

T h e s e  w e r e  g e n e r a l  m u s t e r  r o 1 1 s ,  r e f l - e c t i n g  t h e

ab le-bod i -ed  men 
-o?  

eacn townsh ip '  They  do  no t  in fe r

t h a t  C a s p e r  Y o d e r '  o r  a n y  o t h e r  S a u c o n  M e n n o n i t e

s e r v e d  i n  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  T h e r e  g e n e r a l l y  w e r e

f i n e s f o r n o t a t t e n d i n g m u s t e r o r p r a c t i c e ' a l t h o u g h
n o n e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f e v i e a  a g a i n s t  h i m  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d '
2 icu t f l v  T- ink  "churches  o f  Upper  Saucon To l rnsh ip"  in

uppe r_!aggs! : _A B i ce{r ! stl i gl-rli}! *-}7!}=L9t 9 _- ( c e n t e i - v a r r E v '  p a t  t s 7 1 ) ,  p .  2 9 '  T h i s  n a m e  i s

t r a n s l a t e d  e r r o n e o u s l y  a s  " C a s p e r  Y o u n g "  '
2 2 p e  a n C U M S ,  3 r d .  S e r i e s ,  v .  1 9 ,  P .  9 5 .
23r r ia .  ,  p .  r92 .
24t'.1. a ",rptu. They relinquished any further claim on her

falher's estate.
25pa ancgrvns, 3rd. series, v. 19, p. 303.

( c o n t i n u e - p a g e  5 - 1 s t  c o l u r n n )

H e  t h a t ' s  c o n t e n l ,  h a t h  e n o u g h ;
H e  t h a t  c o m p l a i n s ,  h a s  b o o  m u c h .

4,
( n e x t  c o l u m n - t h i s  P a g e )



26"Deed of Sale, Casper Yoder, estaLe to John Yoder" (dtd. 21
D e c .  1 7 9 8 ;  r e c .  3  D e c .  1 8 1 1 ) ,  B u c k s  C o . ,  P A . ,  D e e d  B o o k  v . 4 0 ,
pp.  275-271. This was or ig inal ly  part  of  169 acres bought
from the Propietaries by Michael Bishop in 1161, 40 acres of
which he sold to Henry and Efizabelh Johnson of Rockbill
' IVp . ,  Bucks  Co .  i n  1781 .
zttJ. S. Census, Heads of Fanilies at the First Census of the
U. S. ,  Taken in the Year 1790: Pennsylvania, .  (Bal t imore:

Genea loq i ca l  Pub .  Co . ,  I nc . ,  1977 ) ,  p .  181 .
28 , 'w i11 -o f  Caspe r  yode r , ,  ( d t d .  17  Ap i .  1798 ;  p ro .  5  oc t  1798 ; ) ,
Northar.pton Co.,  PA.,  Wi l l  Book / , t t t  ,  v .  3,  p.  183,  Fi le *1884'
"Hereinaf ter  c i ted as,  Wi l l  of  Casper Yoder."  An inventory
of his goods was taken on 22 Sep. 1798 by Sarmel Bachrnan and
Jotrn Geissinger. Although there is neither tomlcstone nor
record, he is probably buried at the Saucon Mennonite Meeting-
house cemetery.
29rUia. The iccount is presented by the executors, Abraham
Yoder, his brother, and John Yoder, his son.
30rui.:. The witnesses were Peter Meyer and "Semruel" Meyer.

At this tirne his will was written, Anna was married to Jacob
Moyer, and Maria "Mol1y" \,/as narried to Chrisbi-n Shinrel .
3lt"tarvin C. Rosenbergei, Sprinqfield Mennonite Cemeterv (c.

Row K. \pescr ipt  t is t  of  bur iats at  Bucks Co.,  Histor ical
Society, Anna Meyer is buri-ed beside of Jacob Meyer.

f rseng, Saucon Bur ia ls,  p.  20.
34rsrD. P-E. E;led aside of Jacob wersch.
35N- - l l  = r r . . - .  R r r r i e r l  as i de  o f  Dan ie l  Ge i ss i nge r .
roseng, Saucon Bur ia ls,  p.  23.  Bur ied beside of  her nother '
Veronica. She was an unmarried daughter.
" ' 1 . D 1 0 .  p .  r o .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t

A VIS]T BY THE WILFONGS

During August Neal Wilfong and his wife, Miriam, spent
a  coup le  o f  days  v i s i t i ng  t h i s  pa rL  o f  I nd i ana .  Nea l  has
been a faithful correspondent (being a desc€ndant of Con-
rad Yoder the early NC pioneer) for the NC clan for the
years vJe've been publ ishing the YNL.
Neal keeps scrapbooks for the Yoder, Wilfong, Coulter and
Blackburn fami l jes,  being al l  h is re lat ives represent ing
the early vestern Catawba County pioneers. He especially
showed  an  i nLe res t  and  r1 : r . r ec i r r - i ' , n  ; n  : ' e  } r .  j : . h  I i f es t y l e
and historical background.

He recently pubtished a book Hayfields and Plowshares
which is a history of the Blackburn fanily in lhat parb of
Catawba County. Samrel Blackburn, Neil's g-g-grandfather
married Catherine Hoffman, a great-granddaughter of Conrad
Yoder. Ttrus many of the Blackburn clan are descendants
carrying Yoder blood. I have read the book and can highly
reconmend it to an inberested prson. The bookcould be of
interesl Lo rnny of the NC Yoders.

The book is 6" x 9", casebound in vashable blue cover
f980) wi th gold impr int ing,  fu1ly indored,  wi th e ight  or ig inal

pen and ink drawings and around 30 photos. About 200 pages
vi th index.  The pr ice is  $18.90 + $1.00 for  shipping.
Neal 's  address fo l lows;

Neal Wilfong
Rt.  2-Box 231A
Cleveland NC 27013

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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P h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  l a t e  L y n n  Y o d e r  o f  l ' a l r m o n t ,  W e s t  V l r g i n i a '  a
d e d i c a t e c i  r e s e a r c h e r  o f  Y o o e r  f a m l 1 y  h l s t o r y .  L y n n  w a s  a  d e s c e n d a n t
o f  t h e  O l e y  V a 1 1 e y  Y o d e r s  w h o  s e t t l e d  i n  S c h u y l k r l - l  O o u r l t y '  P A .
' i h a n k s  t o  M r s . B . S t a l - d e r r F a i r m o n t , W . V A .  f o r  s e n d i n g  i n  t h i s  p h o t o .
*yr*tr l r**)e* ' r) t ' i t* .1(r(**)a+)CictrJ(r**J(J()er(t()Clr**Jt****-)e*** lr******t( t i r (J(J( i (*J( i ()€J(J(* iCJC

A n d r e a s '  M a j a  a n d  F a b i a n . J o d e r  a r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e
y e a r s .  T h e y ' v e  p u r c h a s e d  a  h o m e  i n  L h e  M i n n e a p o l i s  a r e a .  T h e y  a r e
f  o r r n e r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  S t e f  f  i s b u r c . ;  ,  S w j . t z e r l a i ( :  : r n d  h a d  b e e n  I i v i n g  i n  t h e
c a n t o n  o f  z ' u g .  s e v e r a J .  y e a r s  a g o  t h e y  h a d  l i v e d  i n  L a F a y e t t e  r N .  H e  i s
e n p l o y e d  b y  a  S v i s s  f i r r n .  W e  w n j o y e d  t h e m  a s  g u e s t s  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  t r a n s -
l a l i o n  f r o m  a  b o o k  T h e
C r c s t  a n d  P l a o l l c s  o f:
t h e  S w i s s  m a d e  b y  G r e g
Y o d e r  o f  G r a n d  R a p i d s
M I  .

f i H A n s  J o d e r  f r o m
M u r i  a n d  A n n a  G f e l l e r
h i s  w i f e .  "

( d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  c r e s t )

r r S d r r a  r c  s h  i  c 1  d  o r
p l a q u e .  A n  o v a l  c r e s t
w i t h  a  l i n e d  o r  r u l e d
b o r d e r  v i t h  a  b a n n e r

c :  r r i  e r  s f . a n d  i  n d  t o
t h e  l - e f  t .  T h e  i n s c r i p -
t i o n  i s  b e l o v .  I n  r e d ,
a  w h i t e  c r o s s  b a n d w i t h
s w o r d .  H e l m e t  o r n a m e n t :
A  g r o w i n g  y o u t h f u l  f i g -
h o l d i n g  a  s t a r  i n
h i c  r i d t \ t  h r n d  "

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



FIRST FLATBOAT TO NEW ORLEANS_-CAPT.  JACOB YODER

I n  a  s m a 1 1  f a m i l y  g r a v e y a r d  n e a r  T a y l o r s v i 1 1 e ,
S n e n e e r  C o n n f v -  K e n l r r e k w .  r c s r s  a n  i r o n  t a b l e tr } / r r t r s  L J  r  r \ v ' r e v v , \ J  r  ! v v

w i t h  L h e  f o l l o w j n g  i n s c r i P t i o n :

" J a c o b  Y o d e r ,
W a s  b o r n  l n  R e a d l n g  ( s i c ) ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,

A u g .  1 1 ,  1 7 5 8 ;
A n d  w a s  a  s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  A r n y

i n  1 7 7 7  a n d  1 7 7 8 ;
H e  e m i g r a t e d  t o  t h e  W e s t  i n  1 7 8 0 ,  a n d  i n  M a y
t 7 8 2 .  f r o n  F o r t  R e d s t o n e '  o n  t h e  M o n o n g a h e l a
r i v e r  i n  t h e

FIRST FLAT BOAT
T h a L  e v e r  d e s c e n d e d  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r ,  h e

l a n d e d  i n  N e w  O r l e a n s ,  w i t h  a  c a r S o  o f  p r o d u c e .
H e  d i e d  A p r i l  7  ,  1 8 3 2 ,  a t  h i s  f a r m  i n

S p e n c e  C o u n L y ,  K e n t u c k y ,  a n d  l i e s  h e r e  i n t e r r e d
b e n e a t h  t h i s  t a b 1 e t . "

S o  i s  s u m m e d  u p  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  m o s t  u n i q u e
o f  o u r  e a r l y  Y o d e r  f o r e b e a r s .  T h e  t a b l e t  i t s e l f
i s  u n i q u e .  I t  w a s  c a s t  b y  H a n k s  a n d  N i l e s  o f
C i n c i n n a t i  i n  1 8 3 4 ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c a s t  w e s t
o f  t h e  A l l e g h e n i e s ,  a n d  w a s  e r e c t e d  b y  C a p t .
J o s e p h  P i e r c e ,  a n  o l d  f r j - e n d  o f  C a p t .  J a c o b  f r o m
C i n c i n n a t i .

J a c o b  Y o d e r  w a s  a  s o n  o f  J o h n  Y o d e r  o f  0 1 e y
T o w n s h i p ,  B e r k s  C o u n t y ,  P A  a n d  h i s  w i f e  S a r a h
S h a n k l e .  ( J o h n ,  s o n  o f  J o h n ,  s o n  o f  t h e  i m m i -
g r a n t  H a n s  ( H a n c e )  Y o d e r  ( 1 6 7 2 - 1 7 4 1 ) .  J a c o b
s e r v e d  i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  r e p o r t e d l y  s p e n t  t h e
i { 1 n t e r  o f  I 7 7 7 - I 7 7 8  a t  V a 1 1 e y  F o r g e  w i t h  W a s h i n g -
t o n  a n d  h i s  t r o o p s .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  J a c o b  w e n t
\ ^ r e s t  t o  c l a i m  g o v e r n m e n t  l a n d s  c o m i n g  d u e  h i m
f r o m  h i s  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  I n  t h e  w e s t  h e  a l s o
b e c a m e  e n g a g e d  i n  c o r n m e r c e .  O n e  h i s t o r i c a l  s k e t c h
o f  S p e n c e r  C o u n t y ,  K e n t u c k y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  r e s u l t s
o f  h i s  r i v e r  t r i n  c h r o n l c l e d  o n  t h e  m e m o r i a l
t a b l e :

" T h i s  e a r p o  C a o t .  Y o d e r  s o l d  t o  t h e  S p a n i s h
c o m n a n d a n t  a t  N e w  0 r l e a n s  f o r  a  d r a f t  o n  t h e
C a p t a i n - g e n e r a l  o f  C u b a .  H a v a n n a  w a s  t h e n  e n t r e -
p o t  o f  t h e  f u r s  r e c e i v e d  f r o r n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i
R i v e r - - - l - a r g e  q u a n i t i e s  w h i c h  h a d  a c c u m u l a t e d
t h e r e ,  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  t h e n  e x i a t i n g  w a r
b e t w e e n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  S p a i n .  Y o d e r  i n v e s t e d
t h e  p r o c e e d s  o f  h i s  d r a f t  i n  f u r s  a n d  h i d e s ,
w h i c h  h e  t o o k  t o  B a l t i m o r e ,  m a k i n g  a  p r o f i t a b l e
\ / p n t r r r p -  H p  r e n e F t a d  f h o  f r i n  f n  N e I . I  0 f 1 e a n S ,

a n d  t h e  a d v e n t u r e  i n  f u r s  a n d  h i d e s ,  b u t  t h i s
t i m e  \ ^ / a s  u n s u c c e s s f u l  .  I n  1 7 8 4  a n d  1 7 8 5  h e
v i s i t e d  V i n c e n n e s  a n d  S t .  L o u i s ,  a n d  s e t t l e d  i n
1 7 8 5  i n  B a r d s t o w n ,  b u t  r e m o v e d  i n  l B 0 4  t o  S p e n c e r
C o u n t y .  H e  w a s  e n g a g e d  i n  s e v e r a l  I n d i a n  c a m -
p a l g n s ;  a n d  i n  L 7 9 4 ,  f u r n i s h e d  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e
s e v e r a l  r e g i m e n t s  b o u n d  f o r  G e n .  W a y n e ' s  a r r n y ,  5 0
h o r s e s  l o a d e d  w i t h  P r o v i s i o n s .

J a c o b  w a s  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h i s
f r o n t i e r  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e n  a  p a r t  o f  V i r g i n i a .  A
l i s t  o f  N e l s o n  C o u n t y  ( B a r d s t o w n )  t u t i l i t a r y  o f f i -
c e r s  w h i c h  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  p a p e r s
a t  t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  i n c l u d e s  J a c o b
Y o d e r .  H e  a p p e a r s  i n  t h i s  1 8 7 9  d o c u m e n t  a s  a
C a p t a i n ,  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  C o u n t y  C o u r t .  I t  j - s

h a r d  f o r  u s  t o  r e a l i z e  t o d a y  h o w  w i l d  t h e s e
l a n d s  w e r e  a t  t h e  t i r n e  o f  J a c o b ' s  t r a v e l s .  T h e
l a s t  b u f f a l o  k i 1 1 e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  K e n t u c k y  w a s
r e c o r d e d  a s  b e i n g  i n  1 7 3 9 .

J a c o b ' s  m o v e  t o  S p e n c e r  C o u n t y  f r o m  n e i g h b o r -
i n g  N e l s o n  c a m e  a f t e r  h i s  p u r c h a s e  a t  a  c o u r t -
h o u s e  a u c t l o n  o f  4 . 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d s  i n  1 8 0 4 .
0 n  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  n e a r  T a y l o r s v i l l e ,  J a c o b  b u i l t
a  t h i r t e e n  r o o m  p l a n t a t i o n  h o m e .  T h e  h o u s e  w a s
b u i l t  - i n , - l 8 0 6  f r o m  b r i c k s  m a d e  o f  n a t i v e  c l a y
t h r o u e h  t h e  l a b o r  o f  s l a v e s .

YODER PLANIATION HOUSE-BTTILT IN 1806

In research to date, Capt. Jacob is the only member of the
family confirmed to have owned slaves. A document which was
in the possession of his farnily addressed the sale on Oct. 31
l7B5 from one ldward Tyler to Jacob Yoder of a family of
negroes. ".rudah and her son llarry and an infant daughter
urrramed.". This familywas reportedly origlnally brought to
Kentucky from North Carolina by Squire Boone, father of the
pioneer Daniel Boone, and like Jacob, also originally a resi-
dent of Berks County, Pennsylvania. The boy Harry was sti1l
living wlth ther '^*

living with the family of Capt. Jacob's daughter Y!s' David
Poignind, on the homestead near Taylorsville in 1871 at the
age of 89.

Ilarry is quoted as describing visits to Capt. Jacob by
I4r. John Fitch (1743-1798), well known pioneer of steamboat
navigatlon. He described him as "short and stouut, speaking
with a foreign accent' and always conversing with said
Capt. Yoder in Dutch or German".

A list of open accounts, bond and note holders due the
estate of Co1. Andrew Hynes 1n Bardstown, 1801, includes
Jacob Yoder and also one "Dick Yoder (Negro)". The third
census, taken in 1810, shows in Jacob's household more than
20 slaves and one "free co1ored".

Jacob was certainly one of the wealthier slaveholders
in the county at that time. Whether Lhe descendants of
any of these slaves took the "s1ave-name" Yoder (as "Dick

Yoder" apparently dld in the 1801 record cited above) is
not knovn. If any YNL reader has ever run into any black
Yoders, please let us know.

' & .

i/.

S L A V E  C A B I N . . . s i n g l e  r e m a i n i n g  s t r u c t u r e
a s  o f  1 9 7 4 .  O r i g i n a l l y  h e l d  h o u s e  s l a v e s

( c o n t i n u e  o n  p a g e  7 )
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W h e n  t h e  O l e y  V a 1 l e y ,  P A  h i s t o r i a n ,  P e t e r  G .

B a r t o l e t ,  M . D .  g a t h e r e d  h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a

d u r i n g  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  v i s i t s  o f  t h e  1 8 4 0 s  a n d

1 8 5 0 s ,  h e  m e t  v i t h  J o h n  a n d  D a v i d  Y o d e r '  c h i l d r e n

o f  J a c o b ' s  b r o t h e r  D a n i e l .  T h e y  r e c a l l e d  t h e  v i s i t

o f  t h e i r  u n c l e  ( w h o  w a s  b o r n  t h e r e  o n  t h e  h o m e s t e a d

. , . n o t  R e a d i n q  a s  t h e  t a b l e t  s t a t e d )  w h i c h  h a d

o c c u r e d  o v e r  5 0  y e a r s  b e f o r e .  ( f r a q m e n t s  o f  l h e
P a s t ,  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  W o m e n ' s  C l u b  o f  t h e  O l e y

V a 1 1 e y ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  c a p t .  J a c o b  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e

b e e n  " o f  a  l i v e l y  d i s p o s i t i o n  a n d  h a d  i m b i b e d

c o n s i d e r a b l y  o f  t h e  l i q u o r " .  H e  t o l d  h o w  h e  r a i s e d

h e m p  a n d  t o b a c c o  i n  K e n t u c k Y , a , r d  " a 1 s o  t o l d  t h e m

m a n y  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n c i d e n t s '  a s  w e l l  a s

t h o s e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  w a r s  i n  w h i c h  h e  h a d  e n g a g e d .
H e  h a d  t r a v e l e d  a l l  t h e  \ ^ r a y  f r o m  K e n l u c k y  a n d
b a c k  a g a i n  o n  h o r s e b a c k .  H e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r

s o m e  t i m e .  "

C a p t .  J a c o b  m a r r i e d  M a r y  M o s s r n a n  ( F e b .  1 ,  1 7 1 3 -

A u g .  2 1 ,  1 8 3 0 ) .  T h e y  h a d  t w o  d a u g h t e r s  k n o w n  t o

l i r : e i  L c  a d u l t h o o d .  E l i z a ,  b c r n  i n  1 7 9 5  i n  B a r d s -

t o ' w n ,  m a r r i e d  a t  T a y l o r s v i l l e  a b o u t  A u g .  2 5 ,  1 8 2 4

D a v i d  R o z e l  P o i g n a n d .  M a r y  ( 1 8 1 0 - f B B 1 )  w a s  m a r r i e d

o n  D e c .  8 ,  1 8 3 5  t o  M a s o n  B r o r r n  o f  F r a n k f o r t .  M r s .

P o i g n a n d  o r i g i n a l l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  h o m e s t e a d '  b u t
w h e n  a l l  h e r  h e i r s  h a d  d i e d ,  i l  s u b s e q u e n t l y  w e n t

t o  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  h e r  s i s t e r ,  M r s .  B r o w n .

"Yoder , Kentucky never had a postoffice nor any stores. It
never existed as a torrn. T'he narne "Yoder" appeared on th,
lIEp of Kentucky because it was a stop on the Louisvil]e ani
Nashville Railroad. Ttre passenger trains sLopped at the
Yoder plantation for passenlJers, but especially for cans of
milk which the plantation and surrou:.ding farms shippe<i by
train to Lhe city. The stop was )sro\.m as a "mifk sLop" and
was called "Yoder" because it stopped at that particular
plantation. At one time there were six trains a day using
the track. But when trucks replac.ed the hauling once done
by train, the railroad was discontinued. Ttre last train
Passed 

"Yoder ' r  in 1952."

Mr. and Mrs. Fufus (Betty) Christner, of Goshen, IN,
were inspi.red by the Luthy article to stop by the yoder

lrlanati.on c'uring a 1974 trip south. BetLy I'rote that
evidence of the railroad tracks could sti1l be seen at
that time.

We are greatly indebted to the Christne; s; for the ex-
cellent photographs of this property. Ttre mansion vas
featured in the "Louisville Courier ilournal" in 1952 and
aptrEars in the book Colonial Houses of Kentucky by
Colenan.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t  *

Approiimalely 200 people were on reportedly researched his ancestor's
hand recently to examine a priceless line; however the oneset of the second
GermanBiblethatformerlybelonged world war and other matters inter-
to Catawba County pioneer Conrad vened to temporarily curtail Fred
Yoder. Yoder's plans to gather the elusive

Displayed at the family's 38th material.
annual reunion, the tome uniquely Circumstances which have only
bound in wooden covers, was once the lably come to lightreveal that Alb€rt
cherished possession of the Swiss im- Henrv yoder $a aiea and that his
migrant, who died in 1790. The.!eir- notes-and records were pass€d down
loom is owned by H€len Yoder lr{ahn to a son, who eventua[i donated his
of Arden, a lineal descendant of the father's familv inforniation to the
Jacob's Fork area settler. University of North Dakota.

A number of other interesting Dr.yoderhadservedZ0vearsasdi-
exhibits were also featured at the re- rector of education at the irniversity.
cent affair held at Zion Lu,h:I:l hthemeantime,wearyfrommany
ChurchnearHickory.Asmallbellang "";";ii';;iieciihc- racts ror hisa sweate-r- oYF.d bv th" !9t9-9-9! ip*ilrir"a.iiiJvi,llheyoderramny,
George M. Yoder, a well-know-n il."d'V;'"-.-;""i;;;that the historyfamer,surveyorandrespectedhislo- ;il G Jiriifi *iin"ut further de
rian of the l-lst century, *""9-gl.: iii. r"irr!'!ii""tJ'io-g"t"_p"""tionplayed, as well as a shoe last ard shoe i;il Ail;ri'i[ Vodt,s descendantspess.from the effects of the leth cen- ;A;Aiil'tt;1";;i:ioder researchtury'cobbler David yoder of the pla- 

;;;;;iA ;;il;;. rherefore, the
teau community senealo€v went to Dress ln 1970 with

Several articles p€rsonalized with iesearci-limited td two branches of
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YoDER CEMETERY ll::,I$iJ.1itsi:*tT$:f,i,!i{}*: gTT"'*"*f. il$'*,T,,ir3l',,T1
rhe ramily cemetery , locared on rhe property, :il?tr-iffli#t:"*Li:T*$ ff"ff?;::9::il{"1.T;#;nn

ident  j . f  ies the f  o l lowing f  ami ly members:  Popcorn"f romTopeka,Ind. ,wasalso LincolnCountvyodeict in.
Jacob  Yode r  (Aug .  11 ,  1758 -Ap r .7 , IB32 )  Rev .  so l d i e rd i s t r i bu ted rheco rnwasob ta i nedby  The lec tu re i a l soBDokeabou th i s
his wire Mary Mossman (Feb, i, r773-Aus. zr, te:o) :Sff#,*1R"y#:J"13:o1:i:i #*j{r;"J;'lfjr.Jf;f**,1:-  - D a w i d  R n z e l  P n i d n a n d  ( , l u n e  2 9 ,  1 7 9 3 - J a n .  1 3 ,  1 8 8 3 )  i n e e d i t o r o f  t h e , , y o d e r N e w s l' " , " : : , ' : . ) : : , , : _ . , ' ^ , _  j : : : - " : . , - , : : :  '  " " - ,  

: 1 : , f l : 1 " ^ . , 8 ^ , i : ; ^ ' T^ " j .  ] : ewsLe r -  Eu ropean  Yode r  f am i t y .  Hube r t
b.  Boston,  His wi f  e El iza Yoder (aug.  2 ,  I795- ter ,"whol ivesinGoshen, Ind.  yoder v ls l ted St .  Joder 's  church,  a
Oct.  30,  1883) .  El - � iza Yoder Poignand (June 16 ,  7825 Ted M. Yoder of  Rt .  12,  Hickory,  chapel  having elaborate wooden
Aug .  31 ,  1896 )  d .  i n  Lou i sv i l - 1e ,  w i f  e  o f  Geo .  W.  convenedabus inessmee t i nga twh i ch  ca r i , i ngs .

weissinser. Rozel weissinger r. aus. a.- isaa iouis- i'fii.,T;efili3idfl:,t'r?gjjtt *]::f:l"t&lt;""f;ffiilff;y1vi11e d.  Mar.  9,  1896 Frankfor t .  Mary Mossman Poig-  inthevar iousYodeiandReepfamiF i i r jo" , i . 'p . r iJ t tT&i ioo"r" . iu"c ' , "
nand (Dec .  30 ,  1828 - , 1u1  .  24 ,  1854  ) .  Yode r  Po ignand  i es .  chu rch  as  t he , , home  chu rch  o f  a l l
(June 1,  1834-Aug. 28,  1906).  Rozel  Poignand (Dec.  .  A_formerfami lypresident ,Hubert  European Yoders."  Nine fami l ies
23 , r}31-Eeb - 28 , ra42) . fi;Iil"iki'i"1lij:,j:fHt"?i". from'that consresetion reft to start

rn previous editions of the yNL we have run a ir" had recenqy rocrtuo, t.ouJo} ll3"*jr"ir1?l,l*. 
movement' the

ser ies ent i t led "TOWNS NAMED YODER" ,  reproduced valuabledata aboutJacobYoderard president  Ted yoder in i t i tated a
from "Fami ly L i f  e, ' .  The August-Septernber 1973 issue hisdescendants.Bornin lT6T,Yod-e_r .d i*Gi ; ;b; ; t i i i -o119per lycet-

covered "yoder", Kenrucky. rhis "iea,n"^i: 
:or _o" {f,i,lijifi:3x.J3il:::"il:'$""jtii 

-;i1f,:".:::jilsilg1;ii.;;ia;;1
p resen t -day  maps ,  bu t  appea red  i n  t he  1918  Rand  Ca tawba  Coun ty  on  a  wagon  t r a i n
McNal ly At las t l . ro mi les north of  TayIorsvi l le ,  bound fo l lndiana.  The couple f i rs t ,  DaisyyoderLantz,8S,andRussel l
na r k i ng  t he  spo t  o f  Cap t ,  Jacob , s  home .  To  quo te  l i l ea i n -C la r kCou ty?nd la . t € l i l  weave i , g -2 , .we re theo ldes tgues t s .

from David r,ultry's article: Monroecountv'whereYoderdiedin 
f#t"r:J"1Tlr:?Jl::#,:,Hlfi:

/ ^^ -+ inue on  nex t  co l_uF- \  
TheChar lo t te f lo r is texp la inedthe  b iby  accompan ied  Mr .  and Mrs .

\ Lvrr u r rr uc ' 
i"f;Tl: ffiTl*ll""".SlfJJl{iiflJ 

Jerryoyods of san rose, carif . to the

Tomorrow, every f  aul t  is  to be amended; but  that  tory_of  the Yoder Fami ly in North
romorrow never comes ATl';##lliTil",iii:%i3ffii ,,#"*,";;,h;';.,?"."i#'il;,ir'i"

cousin. Albert Henrv Yoder. had Arden, dismissed the homecoming'
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REPORT OF A YODER REUNTON

Forty-one descendanls of Tobias and Mary (Flochstetler) -rioder

gathered at Crooked Creek Christian camp in Wayland, Iova,
ApriJ- 23-24 for the third reunion of this family.

Tobias and Mary rnoved from Pennsyhania to Iowa where
they raised a family: Henry, Noah, Lewis and Mahlon. Most
of those in attendance 'were from I\4ah1on's family. AIso
present were a few grandchildren of Noah. The youngest child
of l"Iahlon, who had five childrurr, vas Ida Yoder of Wadsworth,
Ohio. Ida is the author of lhe book, Edlrard, which is a
collection of the r+ritings and jour:nal of Edward, her brother.

Ttre reunion attenders carne from Colorado, Illinois, Iowa,
Indiana, Ohio and Ontario. Highlight,s of the week-end were
worshipping together Sunday nnrning, sharing family nernories,
playing games, sharing mealsf and viewing three slide pre-
sentations rnade by various family members. One was a his-
torical presentation of the Yoder family from Switzerland,
firsL to Pennsylvania and then lo fowa. Another was a look
at the strength of r,/omen in non-western countries. A third
was a devotional sceni,c slide collection with nrusic.

The next reunion of this fami.ly is planned for the fa1l of
1990 at the same location. The family r+i11 be celebratj-ng
Ida Yoder 's B5th bi r thday.

---By Cindy Yoder Shafik
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t

NEWS-HERALD, perkaeie, pa., Vedneeday, July 6, l9g8 l 5

Albhosgl my narne is Hartzler, I find that a number of n1

ancesLors vere mernbers of the Yoder family. My cjreat-gr:€)at'
grandfat .her Jacob l jarLzler  vas th( :  son of  Veronica Yoder,

daughLcr of the vidov Barbara Ycder. He nrarried Anna Yoder

daughLer of  Yost  Yocier  ancl  Mary Seiver.  Her s ister  El iz-

ahr:tlr Yoder marrjed John King, son of Jacob King and Bar-

bara 7 ' tq,  again my ancestor .
Nancy Yoder. Cau.thLer of Chr:istian Yoderr and Magdalena

Yoder,  was my moLher 's great-g l :andnroLher.  Her s ister
Mattie Yocier married Abraham Zook. They vere also my
great grandparents of my motlrer. Thus at least four of my

ancestors were rne-mbers of the Yoder family.
l ,ev i  K.  Ytder of  Reedsvi l le  PA served as president  of

the Yoder reunion from1925 to 1928. He was a member of the
Maple Grove Meruronite Church near Belleville PA. Paul B.
Yoder of Palnyra served as presidenl from 1928 lo 1930'
follolied by Henry B. Yoderof Manatawney, 1930-31' bhen
Kensier Yoder of Reading, 1931-32, Ieonard Yoder of Re;rding,
1932-33,  and Robert  F.  Yoder of  Shi l l ington'  1933-34'
Jo:r'ph W. Yoder of Huntitlg,lon vas elected presi.dent and uas

re-elected every year until 1954. It was during those yc:ars

that  my fami ly a lLended Lhe Yoder reunion.
J. W. Yoder, author of Rosanlajf the Amish was a very

enthusiastic leader and pronnter of the Yoder reunions.

Soon af ter  h is e lect ion as president  iL vas decided to

hold Lhe reunions at- Mt. I-ebanall near Leban^r cvery other
yea r .  T t  vas  i � ^  1 r .  h r ' f  i  ' f  i i i - r - , r r '  - ' t r j . 1  l as  Pa r ! :  nea r  Lew : t s l -

ton on al ternaLe year: ! t .  This p lan was fo l lo ' ;ed s ince 1944.

J. w. Yoder lras a qreat sonc; leader. He composed a number

of Yoder reunion sonrls r^4rich vJerc- sung al the reunj-ons.

The f i rs l  verse and chorus by J.  W. Yoder fo l lows:

We're gathered f r iends f rom near and far ,

For fe l lowshiP and Praise;
May this reunion be a sLar
To br iqhten al1 our days.

Chorus
T'LIen let us sing the Yoder narne.
Let , 's  l i f t  jLs v i r tues high;
Defend it e'er from wrong and shame
When sore Lenpations nigh.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t

Yoders To Indonesta
Two children of t}t Ben Yoders of Goshen have b€en have been in Switzerland where he is the editor of the

"comingandgoing."Mr. andMrs. MarlinVanElderen, World Council of Churches magazine. They have ex-
right, who have been in Geneva, Switzerland, the past changed their apartment with former neighbors in
eight years, have arrived for a visit with the family. Mr. Grand Rapids, Mich., for the six-week period. The Van
and Mrs. Gregory Yoder, left, departed Sunday for In- Elderens and the Yoders attended the first reunion this
donesia where they will spend a year of service for the weekend of the children of Harvey M. and Laura Yoder.
{hristian Reformed l{orld Relief Society. They are About 75 family members attended. Harvey and laura
shown with their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Yoder of Yoder had nine children and six are still living. The reu-
Goshen. The Gregory Yoders and their two children will nion was held at the Holiday Inn. Sunday rorship ser-
be stationed on the island of Java and will live in Jakar- vices were held at the Inn for the family by the Revs.
ta. He has been teaching special education in Grand Mark Meckstroth and Ned Heeter. Family members at-
Rapids, Mich. The Van Elderens and their four tending were from Ohio, Michigan, Pennsylvania,
daughters will be visiting in the area six weeks. They Maryland, Minnesota, Florida, Illinois and Indiana.

(Goshen News Photo)

Yof hers Fomily Holds Reunion
Ttre 65th Annual Yothers Reunion

was held Sunday, June 19, at St.
John's Evangel ical  Lutheran
Church with 4? family members
txesenl.' 

The pioneer ancestor of this
frmily was Hans (John) Yoder who
eettled in Lower Milford TownshiP
in 1720, then called "The Great
Swamp." Hans and Anna Yoder
migrated from Switzerland circa
l?19 and bought the above men-
tioned property from Joseph
Growden for 15 pounds current
silver money.

Their son, Casper Yoder, bought
this property from his father in 1?50
for 20 pounds current money.

Jacob Yoder, son of Casper, 1742-
1826, chanSed his name to Yothers.
He owned a farm of 131 acres in New
Britain Towrship (then known as
Vauxtown). Jacob Yothers had two
wifes, the first Catharine O. KulP,
died in 1??3, and is buried in the
Deep Run Old Mennonite Cemetery.
Jacob Yothers and his second wife,
Bbrbara (Fretz) Yothers, are both
buried in the Doylestown Mennonite
Cemetery.

Jacob and Barbara Yothers are
the ancestors of all the Bucks
County Yothers families.

Tte fraktur-style birth-baptismal
certificate of Isaac M. Yothers of
Doylestown Township, (son of Jacob
F. and Barbara (Meyer) Yothers
and the grandson of the above Ja€ob

THE PENNSYLVANIA YODER REUNION
B y  H .  H a r o l d  H a r t z l e r

O n e  o f  m y  p l e a s a n t  m e m o r i e s  i s  t h a t  o f
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Y o d e r  r e u n i o n .  T h i s  w a s
h e l d  a n n u a l l y  b e g i n n i n g  A u g u s t  7 ,  I 9 2 O ,
N e a r  A s h l a n d  P A  w i t h  1 5 1  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t .
A .  L .  Y o d e r  o f  A s h l a n d  s e r v e d  a s  p r e s -
i d e n t  a n d  c o n l i n u e d  i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  u n t i l
7 9 2 5 ,

( c o n t r n u e  t o p  o f  n e x t  c o l u m n )

and Barbara Yothers. who was
baptized in 1840 by Bishop Henry
Hunsberger, is still in the possession
of the Yothers Family. Isaac M,
Yothers was married to Susanna S.
Overholt.

After the Pa. Dutch smorgasbord
meal, the president, John Meryl
Hunsberger. awarded the following
prlzes:

Naomi Yothers, 83, of Souderton
was the oldest p€rson present and
the youngest person was Matthew
Richatd Benner, 8, of Souderton, son
of Richdrd (Yothers) and Sue
Benner.

The traditional guessing game
winners were Betty (Yothers)
Moyer f rom Lansdale and
Miriam Yothers from Souderton.
Dan Hunsberger was elected as

vice president for a four year term.
The officers are: President. Bob

Yothers, Glenside; vice president,
Dan Hunsberger, R.R. I, Perkasiei
sec re ta r y - t r easu re r ,  A l ve rna
(Yothers) Hunsberger, Apple Butter
Road .  Pe rkas ie ,  and  h i s t o r i an ,
Ricbard J. Yothers, Jr., Boston,
Mass.

The next lamily reunion will be
held at the same place on the third
Sunday in June 1989.
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