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AMISH YODER NICKNAMES

How often genealogical researchers have groaned
their way through family lists of early Amich Yoders
which contained identical names from one generation
to the next, including the collateral lines! In
those days geography or distinct church affiliations
could help a community keep indivuals identified
but even then it was inevitable that nicknames would
arize to distinguish people of the same names in the
same age bracket. Learned papers have been written
about nicknames, even Amish nicknames, using learned
words like patronymic, ethnographic, toponymic,
hyhocoristic, endogamic, or onomastic in drawing
conclusions about the development and significance
of nicknames, but we leave all that to the scholars.
For our part we simply enjoy takinz note of what
nicknames we have found among the Amish Yoders and
guessing how they might have originated. Our read-
ers have supplied a few of these and we hope more
of you will add to our collection, especially when
the name can be accompanied by a story explaining its.

Naturally we are used to the usual variations of
formal names when carried into common parlance--
like Dave, Dan, Ike, Joe,or Jake. It zets more
interesting when we get Jockey Dave, Dizzy Dan, Rich
Ike, Reuby Joe, or Glades Jake. The German or Penn-
sylvania Dutch spoken at home made Leff out of Levi,
Sep out of Yusep (Jospeh) or Felty out of Valentine.
Yohn or Yune was used for Jonathan, Mauny or Manny
for Emanuel, and Check or Yockle for Jacob. Tobias
became Duvas and in Somerset County., PA, we found
two Duvas Yetters (Tobias Yoders) who were second
cousins, a year apart in age. and who married sisters.
For some reason one of them became Walnua (Walnut)
Duvas and his name was written as Tobias W. Tobias
S.. on the other hand, was the son of Stiller Yusep,
which probably accounted for the S (unless 1t was
due to his mother's maiden name. but this practice
was not as common in Somerset County as in some other
Amish settlements.) {continued on page 4.)
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MORE OLD WORLD LINKS IDAENTIFIED

THE YOTTRERS OF £9PSTEIN

In previous issues, we've outlined the European
origins of a number of American Yoder lines. This
has included: the Reformed Church Yoders (Hans and
Yost) of the Oley Valley, Berks Co.PA (YNL#5);
Joseph Ioder of Bureau Co.,IL (YNL 5&3); and
Alsatian Yoders Joseph of Darke Co.,0d (YNL4),
Christ and Marie of Wayne Co.,0H (YNL 5) and
Michael of Fulton Co., OH. Another line which
contributed multiple immigrants to the US is that
which came by way of Eppstein ia the 3erman
Palatinate and took on the spelling of "Yotter".

One of the Anabaptist Joder families which fled
Switzerland was that of Christian Joder (b. mar.20,
1637 in Steffisburg). This Christian married
Margaret Gerber (a second cousin) and settled in
Eppstein by 1711. As a point of reference, he is
shown in "European Yoder Research" (YNL 2,page 7) as
9.h.(2)). Their son Christian (1720-1799) who
married Elisabeth Schwaar adapted the spelling
Jotter and a number of his descendants came to

America in the 1300s. (continued on paze 3.)

HANS YODER, OL&Y TwWP HOMESTEAD
CONFLICT WITH THE INDIANS

Yoder family home near the original =ite
of the cabin built by Hanns Yoder, 1714.

I

Photograpnhs coantribuatad by S. Aylmer Yoder of
Paqua, PA, show vatrious scenes of the HANS YODER
homestead progerty in Oley Towaship, Berks, Co PA.
Hans, with nis brother Yost, were the progenitors of
the Reformed Church Yoders (first Known Yoders to
settle in the Amrican colonies). We have covered
them or their desceandants in past ¥YNL articles.

These excellent pictures seem to set the stage
for a story cited in Fragments of the Past by Dr.
Peter Bertolet, who had gathered the data from Yoder
descendants in the early 1300's:

"On or near the spot where now stands the stately
mansion and other excellent buildings, was first
erectad a small house, the home of Hance Yoder and
family. The precise date of this I was not informed;
but it is certain, that at that time all around was

(continued on pasge 4.)
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The‘barn built by Hanns Yoder. The farm
originally consisted of 1200 acres. Today
140 acres are owned by Mrs. Anna Yoder.
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FROM THE EDITORS
Ben F. Yoder, Goshen, IND Managing Editor
Chris Yoder, ~ Battle Creek MI, Historical Editor
Rachel Kreider, Goshen, IND, Contributing Editor
The is published semiannually in April and
October of each year. 3ubscribers to this
subscription period are covered from issue #38 thru
12 (varring any additional BONUS editions). CHANGES
OF ADDRESS should be sent promptly to THE YODER
NEWSLETTER, P.0.Box 594, Goshen, IN 46526. Article
contributions and Yoder memorabilia are very
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FREE
stamped addressed business-sized envelope to Goshen
YNL address. Send one to family or friend!

ATTENTION FOR ALIL YNL SUBSCRIBERS

We are interested that all subscribers receive
the Yoder Newsletter. If you have moved please do
inform us of your old and new address. We have
quite a number of duplicated names and it helps
identify you when your old address is given.

No any of you know the location of the following
readers? Thelir newsletters were returned to us:

Charles D, Yothers, 4501 Arlington Blvd, .

Arlington VA,

Thomas A. Yoder,
GA.

Mabel V. Brunk (old address was Charlottesville

VvA) sent a card but did not state new address.

Card was postmarked Tampa Fl.
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(Please refer to Issue #5, April 1985, p.2 and
Tesue #9, October 1987, page 2 (letters to the
Editors)

My nephew's widow was in the Japanese raid at
Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941. She later met my
nephew whilc he was assigned to Naval Intelligence
in Honolulu. Enzagement for marriage followed.

Her aunt, explaining to an island neighbor,
that Lola was engacged to a young man named Yoda
(as Yoder is pronounced in Hawaii). FEveryone
assumed she was to be wedded to a Japancee.
when the propoced groom visited the aunt, the
neighbor remarked in surprise, "Why he doesn't
look like a Jap;"

Who would think our old Pennsylvania Dutch name
could cause such consternation?
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BOOK FOR SALZ
Jeremiah Yoder (1856-1903) was the 3sreat grand-
son of Henry Yoder (1.756-1829). The book is soft
bound. good paper and compiled by Fdward A. Yoder.
The Jeremiah Yoder Centennial Farm now borders the
city of Arthur IL.
The cost is $5.00 ppd. and can be ordered from:
Sylvan M., Yoder 1112 Trvin. Carlsbad NH 88220
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WARNING! !!{ Again, we'd like to warn our readers
against such‘offers received through the mail as
from “Halbert's,INC" in Bath OH or "Elizabeth Yoder
Ross" of Scranton,PA. for "YODER FAMILY ALBUM"s.
Proceed with caution when vou receive such
solicitations. Many consist of “boilerplate"
information on genealogy and only Yoder content is
name and address listing of Yoders.
P Ly X R R Y R R R Rt
DESCENDANTS OF SAMUZL O AND NANCY A (STUTZMAY)
YODER...2D pages. seand 34 to Homar E. Swartzzantruber
P.0.Box 331, Shipshewana,IN 45565. Samuel (1364-
1933) was tune son of Dani=l1 I. {1336-1911) son of
Isaac Y (1809-1380) son of Yost d4.(1784-1871) son of
Henry who m. Cathaeriae Detweiler son of Yost ©.1734.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS:
"~ AhSn W were in Florida last February for a

short time, we journeyed across the state from Ft.
Myers to W. Palm Beach on State #80. Somewhere along
that road...there was an enormous greenbouse )
complex. Imagine my surprise when the sign said

“YODER, Alva Farm".

They were growing acres (yes.
acres) of all types of plants under lights with
platsic covers" ---Mrs. Dorothy Coffman, Malvern,PA

“The photo of the Yoder family coat of arms
(pictured in YNL #9) was given to mes by Caspar and
Christian Joder when I met them in Steffisburg in a
very interesting way. I arrived there from Bern on a
Sunday morning and stopped at the local hotel. I
asked the desk clerk, who spoke English, to call the
first Yoders listed in the phone directory, and tell
them that I was an American Yoder and would like to
meet them. Within 20 minutes Casper, Christian and
their mother and father arrived. Their mother spoke
fluent English...

"On a subsequent trip, I met with Walter and his
wife {the parents of Cnristian and Casper) again.
They took me to lunch- which really was a huge feast
of venison and excellant vegetables, venison and
wild boar are very popular meats over tnere and
very, very good. i

"I gathered that all nine Joders listed in the
phone book there are very close relatives. Walter
has a brother there, Willi and two maiden cousins
whom we visited, both very old. It would appear that
the name Joder will disappear in Steffisburg as I
belive there are only one or two young Joder boys to
carry on the name. There certainly must be far more
Yoders in the USA than there are in Switzerland and
the rest of Europe.

"Walter and his wife send greetings to all the
American Yoders. I gave the good Walter and his wife
copies of the Yoder Newsletter for which they were
most grateful.Christian's mother-in-law is fluent in
English and can translate...

"Another very interesting thing happened in
Lucern. I bought some gifts in a little gift shop
and there is a Joder girl who works there. I also
met a man oan the trip from Nevada who has Yoder
cousins and his Yoder ancestors came from Lancaster
County.

"Once on a Florida fishing trip, I met a Yoder
from Goshen, My brother, about 30 years ago met a
Yoder in Montreal Canada who said he was the only
Yoder in the Canadian Air Force...

Aylmer Yoder,Pegua,
I have read all tha issuaes of YNL#1 through #9 and
find them very iateresting. I was born Jan.22,1911
near Smithville,OH and my husband Carl and .l-haue
lived in Bluffton,dh since 1946. My Yoder background
first appeared in YNL#5 written by Mary Helen Yoder
Wade, Sterling,IL. I am a first cousin of her
father.

Our son David and his wife Judith went to
Switzerland from April 1,1985 to Juna 1, 193856 where
he engaged in gznealogical research. He traced my
direct ancestry back six genarations. 3zveral were
traced back eight to ten generations.

My Yoder grandfather was Christian J.("Bee
Christ") p. 1827 Danjoutin, Belfort Tacritory,
France; d. 1909 bur. Jak 3rove Mennonite Cemetery.
He m. 1851 Catharine Decker.

If there are interested persons who wish to know
more about these families, the April 1937 issue of
Pennsylvania ™Mennonite Heritage includes my "Readers
Ancestry" as written by my son David Smucker.

—-—~Irene Yoder Smucker, Bluffton,0H
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The first farmer was the firct man., ani
211 historic nobility restc on noszersion
and use of land,
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One of the latter of these Yotter immigrants 1s records. In 1370 they are shown in Franklin

the one we'll address first. He was Peter Yotter
(b.1865), a great-great-great grandson of Christian
and Elisabeth (see Yotter chart for your bearings).
His parents were Johanues Jotter and Barbara
Strefler, Mennonites, who moved from Eppstein to
Galizien in 1372 where they lived until their
deaths. Df their ten recorded children, three are
said to have gone to the U3, including Peter. Two
cousins of Johannes had migrated to the US in 1859,
and likely set th2 stage for the immigration by his
own children. Peter appears to be shown in the 1900
Nebraska census and nhas present day descendants in
Kansas City, ™MO.

The children of Johaun Jotter of Sppstein and
Agnes (Goebel) Eichelberger (see chart) were all
born in Sembach. They were Elizabeth (12/1/1829),
Christian (12/12/1831), Heinrien (11/27/13833) and
Susanna (5/4/1836). Jonanu was born in 1803 and died
in 1838 in Eppstein leaving his young family
fatnerless. Family sources report that the Doys came
to America to avoid military service. Descendant
Donna Meszaros located the ship record which gives
the arrival of Christian, age 18, and Henri, age 16,
1n the port of Wew York on 30 Oct 1850. They came on
the ship the "Wilhelm Tell" from LeHavre,
Netherlands and were described as "farmers from
Hessia".

Christian and Heinrich (Heury) settled in Erie
County Wew York which was a stopping point for many
of the German Anabaptists of that time. There
Christian married Katherine Boyer and his first
child was born in 1855, reportedly in Buffalo. By
1859, Charistian Yotter and his family were in Lee
County,Iowa, where they were shown in West Point
Township in 1860. On 21 Apr 1860, "Curist Yotter"
Bavaria was naturalized according to Lee County

of

(sources
Karl Joder and Ottmar Jotter
couaty histories,
descendants) .
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An interesting note from a new subscriber,
Pattie Yoder Hooper who stated: Yoder "Trivia
Coincidence”™ "I married a man whose Mom was
born and educated in Yoder, Wyoming. My hus-
band's great-grandfather was responsible for
the heading-up the building of the first commun-
ity hall in Yoder. Also great-grandfather Ver

Strutter opened the first drugstore in Yoder WY!
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Township, but back in West Point 1380-1910. His
first wife died and in 1862 Cnristian married Sarah
Schmidt. Christian had 12 children and descendants
reside in Iowa, Washington, Minnesota, aand suburban
Chicago. He died Jul 14, 1914 and is buried at West
Point, Iowa.

Brother Henry Yotter remained in Erie Co.,NY as a
millwright and farmer. On Jul 7,1857 he married Eva
Salome Asmus in Alden, NY. His naturalization
appears in county records as being Oct. 9, 1860.
Henry and Salome had a large family and descendants
still reside in the area of Alden, where he died Feb
15, 1925.

Peter Yotter, born 1796 in Eppstein, was a linen
weaver and farmer. In 1829 he married Margarethe
Strupp. Their children are listed as: Anna
Margarethe (1/1/1830), Jacob (1/21/1832) and
Elizapeth (4/8/1834). In the 1870 census records for
Franklin Township, Lee Co. Iowa, Peter Yotter (age
74 b. Bavaria) is listed with wife Margaret (age 62,
also b. Bavaria). This is belived to be he.

Possibly the first Yotter in Lee County was
Peter's brother Jacob (b.1824 in Eppstein). He 4id
not seem to associate himself with the Mennonite
congregation there but with the Methodist
Evangelical Church. He may have died in 1864 at West
Point, but more research is needed to clarify some
of the piecemeal records at hand.

In future articles, we'll give more details about
the German Yotters of the Eppstein ar=za. We'll also
identify two other sources of the current day .
American Yotters who made that spelling adjustment
after getting o the US. If our readers can 2xpand
on any of the information in this article, your
input is encouraged.

for this article include the research of the late

of West Germany, US census and

111 iaforwmation provided by various
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YODERS OF KALONA IOWA RECEIVE NATIONAL ACCLAIM

Many thanks to all of you wno sant in copizs of
the Mav.30,1987 issus of "people" magazine. This
item detailed the travails of the poor coafused
postman of Kalona Iowa. Jn2 nas 114 Yoders on his
rout2 and aanother has 150. The YNL wrote to "People"
for an okay to excerpt parts of the article or
included Paotograpns, but has had no response at
this point.
**************************************************



(continued from page 1.)

Women's names were also changed when taken out of

formal context or carried from one language to another,

Verena in the Swiss records was not pronounced as we
would in English but sounded more like Freney or
Frohna. Soon the early Franeys in America were also
Fronica (Veronica), Fronia (Sophronia), Frances, and
eventually Fanny--all essentially the same name.

Nancy and Nannie in many cases were written as
Anna in formal records longer ago, and Polly or
Molly often written as Mary. Katie, Kitty. and
Ketty belonged to Catherine. Hettie to Esther, Tina
or Dina to Christina. Sadie came from Sarah, Libbie,
Lizzie, Betsey from Elizabeth. Bevy was for Barbara
and Magdalena branched out into Mattie, Lena. or
lLana (pronounced lLayne). Some of our great grand-
mothers would be surprised to see how their des-
cendants sometimes anglicized their names into some-
thing they themselves likely never used. This was
of course not true of many Nancys or Marthas but it

happened often enough to confuse novice genealogists,

These expected transformations from one language
to another or even one generation to another do not
rank in interest in quite the same way as the rise
of a nickname due to some entertaining incident or
personal trait. For example. Hog Adam let himself
wittingly or unwittingly be weighed in with the
hogs when he took them to market. Sammy Basket was
found in a basket on a doorstep. Henry Harrison
Yoder was called "Dutch" by his fraternity brothers
because of his Pennsylvania Dutch background. Pie
Mouth, called thus, as an avid admirer of the sweet
delight, when asked what kind was his favorite, he
replied, "Oh, I neffer saw a ple so vorse that I
couldn't eat it!"™ Gnoche Mose is =said to have gath-
ered old bones to sell for pin money. Axie Joseph
made fine axes. We wonder why one Dan Yoder was
called Swifty Dan amd amother was Dizzy Dan.

Physical characteriztics were a natural source
of nicknames and so among the Amish Yoders we have
Red Yost, Lame Yost, and Deaf Yost--also Red John,
Red Jake, Long Dave, Little Christ. Black John and
Black Mose. Strong Jake 1in the first generation
of Amish Yoders in America had a son Dick ("thick-
through") Christel, and a grandson known as Big Dan.

Sometimes geography had something to do with it.
Jacob Yoder, who took land along Casselman Creek
became Casselman Jacob. Glades Christian took land
in the Glades, and a related family had a River Sam,
Bush John Yoder lived back in the woods along a
seldom-travelled road. Did Dixie Dan's nickname
have anything to do with geography?

Mill Christ may have been so
location or also because of his occupation. Could
that apply to Cheese Dan Yoder? When three daugh-
ters of Christlan Hartzler each married a Chrlstlan
Yoder it is no wonder that one of them became Cooper
Christ, another Butcher Christ and the third Kiefer
Christ. There was also a Butcher Ben Yoder,

named because aof

Adding Preacher or Bishop to a first name was a
common distinguishing note, and the two outstanding
Amish Bishops in Somerset County, father and son,
were known as "Der Alter" and "Der Jdnger". The
Christian Yoder one generatlon farther back was
"Der Schweisz” or Schgltzer Christ.

3till another source of nicknames was family
relationships. Thus we have Yacob Dan. Nick Yoni,
Henner John. Yoas Andy, and.Yosia Dan. Nancy John
and Nancy Jake, were brothers whose mother was Nancy.

(continued next column.)
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*Charlev Christ may have had the same kind of orizin

but the Amich did not use the name Charles longer
ago, Women too were distinguished by family con-
nections, especially linked with their husband's
names--3im-Franeyv, Simon-Sarah, Mose-Katy, Noah-
Fanny, Joe-Sally and many other:c.

Who knows the reason for the name Gypsy Dan in
our collection? Or Monkey lMose, or Pom Dan, or

Beebla Jacob? 'Why was one Mose D, Yoder
assoclated with the word Poodle? And why do

you suppoce that the well-known minister John
Yoder (ca 1754) who lived in various communities
was known as Jotter Hannes? Did he use a differ-
ent cpelling?

tthat additions or corrections
names can you share w1th us?
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(contlnued from page 1.)
yet a mere wilderness inhabited by Indians and
beasts. His only neighbor was Yost Yoder.

"One day Mr. Yoder, accompanied by his wife (a
helpmate of those days), was engaged in extending
thelr farmland by clearing away more of the forest
in the field lying opposite the Pleasantville Hotel.
The industrious parents had closed up their cabin
with all their children in order to protect thenm
from harm from the beasts which occasionally
straggled along, and engaged themselves the more
ernestly to their arduous toil, being assured that
all was safe and secure at home.

"Yoder and his wife were however not long at work
in the field that day before they were alarmed by
the report of a gun in the direction of the house.
They hastened to the house and found a gang of
neighboring Indians, who were intoxicated. They had
come to the house to see Mr. Yoder who, by the way,
was an intimate friend of theirs. But when they came
to the house and found the door locked and yet
somebody within, they thought they were
intentionally refused admittance. They became
enraged and indignant and, being drunk, without
forethought fired through the door with a rifle. Mr.
Y. was one of those that lacked not courage and was
speedily amongst them and found them very boisterous
and threatening, but without giving them time he
gave them a thorough switching. With this the whole
party left with threats of revenge. Neither was kept
long in suspense for soon the company, with gquite an
accession, returned demanding satisfaction. The
later portion fortunately were sober. Yoder cooly
told them all that had transpired and showed them
the bullet hole in the door of the house and the
helpless children within, and how easily they might

(continued on nawé 3.)

The'b;ék df the Yodef‘home.
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THE TRUE STORY OF
"AXIE" YODER,

A Somerset County Celebrity Whose
Genius Was in Advance of His
Generation.

BY w, Il. WELFLEY,

The readers of the IIErRALD will
doubtless remember an amusivg arti-
clo which appenred in its columns in
1895 entitled **Axie and the other Ar-
gouauts,' the central figure or hero of
whicl waa the late Joseph J. Joder.

Now, it i true that the legends con-
cetnlng him ns they aro related In that

article, do substantlally exfsf Aaiotng

thy older familler of Elk Lick and
Summit townships, where they have
been handed down for several genera-
tions, and tho talented author, when
he condensed them fnto n newrpaper
artliele, wns not drawing very much, if
any, upon his hmagluation,

These legends had their first origln
amoug the more ighorant of hig neigh-
bors—people who did not really know
nor understand a man who, notwith-
slanding bis plain garb and the fnct
that he had becn brought up hmmong
them, was, so far as education and gen-
cral information were concerned, far in
advance of many of his fellows.—nand
they place him in o somewhat false
light 1n the eyes of tho present gehera-
tion, among whom his name still lin-
gers. 1lis llues wero cast i what may
be called the primitive times of the set-
ticment, dags In which any man of an
investignting turn of mind could ex-
peet Lo bo naccused of dealing in the
“hiark art.”

A diflerent story of this man’slife can
bo told from that which would be look-
cd for after hearing {liese legends ns
thoy are still related, and It ts the pres-
ent wrller’s purposs to try and tell
somethdng of this story,

Jacob Joder,(the name In our thne is
usually apelled and pronounced Yoder)
was one of Lhe early pioneer sctilers of
Somersot county, Ho ls sald to have
Leen born In Bwitzerlnnd, or possibly
in one of the German protestant prov-
Inces, and came to Amerlea when yuite
a young man, It ig known that bhis
father nlso emigrated to Amerlen, but
his name Is forgollen, nor Is it known
“hat he ever lived In SBomernot county.

Jacwb Joder (or Yoder) took up n
arm on the east bank of the Cnssel-
nminn river, about two and a hialf inlles
west of what is now Meyersdale, about
the year 1780, possibly a year or two
varlier, or perhaps. a littlo later; the
precise date can not now be determin-
od.  What {3 now known as Yoder sla-
tion is on this farm. 1lis wife wns n
slnughter of John Hochsteller, who was
the ploneer ancestor of the Ilochstetier
tamily of our day.

The famlily of Jacob Yoder conslated
of four sons and three dauglhters, ns fol-
lows: Jolin, Elizabeth, Joseph J., An-
nn, Barah, Danirl and Bolomon, Of
these, John Yoder wng mnrried ton sls-
ter of the late Michael Sipe, and moved
10 1lolmes county, Ohilo ; Elizabetls Yo-
der became the wife of Jost Schrock;
Anna Yoder was mnarrled to Frederlck
1lelmuth, .and they also moved to
Ilolmes county, Ohio, In 1835,

Jacob Yoder dled in 1828, and his re-
maing rest in a graveyard near the Cas-
selman River.

Danjel and Bolomon Yoder beeame

the owners of the home farm after thelr
futher's death, and llved and died In
Somerset eounty,

Joseph J. Joder was born on the Yo-
sler farm on the 11th day of December,
1788, and on this farm hls enrly days

were passed.” Tu Tifs thuoe there were
1o common schools, 1lis famnily were
Amish,  Now, the writer does not wish
to convey the fden that the early Am-
ish people were ngainst the edneating
of their ehiidren.. To tbis they gave
nme atlention, but it had to be fu the
“derman language;.it wns educating
their children in the inglish language
that they resisted.

But, notwlithstanding the attttude of
Jacob Yoder's co- religionists on the
wnalter of the eduention of thetr chil-
«treny his son Joseph received what for
that day was o falr Knglish education,
Ile wrote quite a legible English hand,
za spechens of his writlog as far back
a3 1820, which hinve beeh preserved,

will show,
Jost Miller, who lived near the mouth

of Blue Lick run, nbout a mile and a
Inalf down the river from Meyeradale,
wag n blacksmith. 1In 1810 Joseph Jo-
der went to hisshop and beeame an ap-
preatice to this Jost Miller, remalning
with him for two years, o then seemns
ro havo worked ot the trnde two yeark
longer with one Jacob Dietz. In 1814
e alaged wlth his father for a short
time-on the farm, and later entered Into
«n partnership with John Bittner, who
wasalgo & blacksmith, This continued
nntil 1ate fn 1815,

About this time he determined to go
to Philadelphla, where he apprenticed
'himself to Eillot & Co. for the purpose
of learning the art of watchmaking
and repairing. Thls was In January,
1810, e remalned In the clty sowme-
thing over a year employed in this busi-
mess. Decldlng to qult the clty, he laid
in a consglderable stock of the more
fancy goods of that day, supplied him-
selfl with a set of watchmaker's tools
and returned toBomerset county, when
ihe engaged In the occupation of ped-
«lllng, as well as repairing, watches
and clocks.

An old account-book shows that he
sold goods on credlt to one hundred
and thirty-two persons In Bowmerset
township, all of which accounts were
settled and paid save two; these two
persons llving somewhat out of the
‘way were never asked to pay. Would

# peddler or any other business man
fare so well in giving credit to the de-
scendants of these people in the pres-
<ntl day?

In 1820 he established himself In 8al-
fisbury and opened a shop for the re-
pairlng of watches and clocks; but
that section was then still sparsely
setiled and he soon left the town and
returned to his futher's farm.

In December, 1820, he married Ger-
trude Schrock. He settled himself in
o shop near the mouth of Blue Lick
Tun and resumed the biacksmithing
business, Thls was in a general way,

doing all sorls of such work Iu this
line as is required {n a community of
farmers.  lle wag not long in flnding
out that there wans a need and a ¢eall In
the communily for axes and edge tools,
such as drawing knives, cte., and that
none of the bincksmiths were able to
make them ; for hardly one in a hun-
dred among them could weld caststeel
upon fron. e therefore began to ex-
periment in the way of welding cast-
ateel and In tempering 1t when it was
welded, and in thne mastered it, thor-
oughly. But to do this, it was necessa-
ry to devoto rome time to the study of
chemistry and metallurgy. e bought
the neceded Dbooks, supplied himsell
with an ontfit of chemienl apparatus,
ete., needed for his experitments and
investigation, and in time be Lecame
a rather expert chiemnlst, at least so far
ng the working of fron and steel way
concerned.

Now a raan can not.dv a work of this
sort In jusl the same manner that he
would go nbout In the making of n
horse-shoe or a cow-chain,  ile had to
prepare for himsell a sort of a labora-
tory where he could earry on hisexper-
Iments aud keep his apparatus, ete.,
free from the hands of outside med-
dlers. Naturally he would keep it
under lock and key } and just this is
what gave rise to those legends that be-
came current among the more lgnorant
of the community that he dealt In the
black art, and had entered into nlengue
with tho evil one; some even went so
far ns tosay that he made counterfeit
money in this secret chamber.,

Amoug other things used in the suc-
cessful welding' of stecl was bornx.
He had a method of pulverizing and
preparing this article for tise, the se-
eret bl which was zealously guarded;
nad when ro prepared it was worth,
cerhape, three or four tintes na mnch as
was the raw article. We have sald tbatt
he thoroughly mastered the ait of
welding and tenipering steel.

e noiv quit common blacksmithing
euntirely, and devoted his time to the
making of naxes, chisels, drawing
knives and nll sorts of edge tools that
were needed in the community; as well
as anhmul trapg, forks and other Inmiple-
menis of slecl. 'The fame of his axes
and edge tools for excellence speedily-
spread all through the surrounding
country, and they were eagerly souglht
for as much as fifty and sixty wlles
away.

J.

The axes had asteel poll, ns well ag n
sleel edge. The welght, number, picce
and maker’s name were nll carefully
stamped on each axe, and titey were
not ground down to a sharp edge, ns
are the axes we buy in the stores in our
own day; on the contrary, the edge
was left at a thickness of perhaps asix-
teenth of an fuch, and was ground to
au edge by the purchinser. Buch nas
wero not sold from the shop were tak-
cn ot and left at the stores through
the surrounding country, to be sold on
commission.

In his work he always used a four-
pound hand-hamimer. In timethe pat-
ent axe of tho present dny, which was
rold at a much lower price, came into
competition with the Joder axe In Lhe
stores; but in the community in which
they were made, the Joder axe nlways
held its own nsg long as Mr. Joder was
ablo tomnko them.  Qf course, it was
not possible for any one nan to make
all the nxes and other tools that were
catled for, aud hie soun Legan Lo take
apprentices, who were carefully in-
structed in the art, and who, as they
beeame free, were given employtnent

na  journeymnen,  The Iate  Aaron
Selirock, of Middleereek, who was his
brother-in-law, was the flrst of these
apprentices.  The article of jndenture
benring the dale of September 22; 1821,
and written by Joseph J. Joder himself
in a fair clerkly hand, is still in pos-
sessfon of Capt. Wm. M. Bchrock, a
son of Aaron Schrock, and, as it is
sorzething of a curfosity, Is here given:

THIS INDENTURE Wilnesseih, that An-
ron Sehrnck, of the township of Brothersval-
ley, tn the county of Bomerret, by and with
his own ronsent hath-put htnsetf, hhd by
these presents dotly voluntartly and of his
own free will nnd nccord, put hlmselfnppren-
tire to Joseph J. Joder, of the snme place,
blneksmith, {o learn his art, tmde nnd myer
tery, and, after the manner of an apprentice,
(o gerve him from the day and date hereof,
for and during the full end and term of three
yonra next ensubngy durtng all of whieh term
the npprentice his gdd master mlthinily sholl
rerve, hig geerets keep, his Tavwful connmands
everywhere rendity obey., Heshalldo no dnm
ange to hia snld mnster, nor see It done by oth-
crs, without Ietting or giving notice thereof {o
hir snfd master, He shalt not wagte his snjd
master’'s poods, nor lend them nnlawfully to
any, Meehnlt nelther buy nor =ell. He shall
not nbsent himeself day nor nlght from hizanid
master'r service withotut hig lenve, nor hnunt
ale-houses, taverus or plny-hottser, but in all
things behave himself asa fnithful appren-
tice oughit to do during the snid term.- And
the sald mnsfer shall use the utmnst of his
endenvors Lo lench or eause to be tanght orin-
structed the rald apprentice In the trnde or
mystery of a Backsmith, and prooure for hlm
gufliclent meat drird, appnrel, lodglng nnd
washing, fitting for an apprentice, durlng the
sl termt of three yonrs, and glve hlm within
the spld term one month’sechoollng, nnd glve
him ntro yearly twelve days freo In hay-mnk-
Ing and harvest-time; nand when he 18 free
give him .two sults of clothing, one pood
w.iteh, and one good rifle.

And for the performance of all and singular
the covenants and agreements aforesaid, the
snid parties bind themselves each unto the
other firmiy by these presents.

In Witness Whereof the sald partics have set
thelr hands and seals hereunto. Dated the
first day of S8eptemher, in the year of our Lomt
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-ons,

Bealed and delivered
in the presence of

Abraham Miller,

Peter Miter, Jr. JoSEPH J. JODER. Benl,

(continued on page 6.)

AARONSCHRACK. Seal.



(continued from page 5.)

Certalaly a man capable of drawing
up an Instrument of writing such as
this Is, was no ignorant mountebank,
given to consulting “Hex doctors,”

Erd Splegels” and the like,

Mr. Joder has left it as a matter of
record that Aaron Bchrock was the
most obedient and falthful apprentice
be ever had; and he also became the
best workman. The late Michael
Koontz, who lived several miles south
of Bornerset, was his next apprentice,

Other apprentices seem to have been:
David Frankhauser, John Swarizen-
druber, Samuel Judy, Gabriel Schrock,
Leonard Berkey, John Yowiler, Joseph
Welmer, George Lichty, Benjamin J.
Joder, (his sou) Thomas Moore and
George Coleman. As soon as an ap-
prentice or journeyman could really
make and shape an axe be wasallowed
a stamp of hls own, and was permitted
to stamp his uame under that of J. J.
Joder.

After Michael Koontz beeame free,
be located a shop about thirce mlles

south of Bomersel, on the Centreville
road. Joder sent the iron, steel, borax,
elc., to him, bisson Benjamin usually
d 'ng the haullog. XKoontz then work-
ed and shaped the material into axes;
then they were hauled Lack to Mechan-
lesburg to Mr. Joder’s shop, where he
tempered them himself. Othersof tho
Journeymen may have done the rame,

We give here astatementof the num-
ber of axes made by JosepheJ. Joder
himself, as well as those made by the
appreutices and journeymen, but which
received the final tempering and hard-
enlng at his hands :—

No. made by Joseph J. Joder, 4,550
' Michael Koontz, 2,200
" David Frankhnuser, 360
' Jolin Swartzendruber, 200
' Bamuel Judy, 700
“ Uabriel Bchrock, 900
H Leonard Berkey, 2)
u John Youler 142
" Joseph Welmer, 23
' Ueorge Lichly, 430
e 1. J. Joder, 418
‘e Thomas Moore, 2%
¢ Ueorge Coleman, 1,195
Total 12,355

3esides these tirere were hundreds of
chisels, drawing knives, cle., made
here also,

These figures are from his books as
he kept theny, and came down to 1857,
when he quit work.

We believe the last of his apprenti-
ces were Jerome Bowman and Jere. J.
Livengood; the latler now resides al
Ballsbury. Bowman went to the war
and lost his good right arni lu the ser-
vice, aud could no longer work at the
trade. Mr. Livengood becamie =&
worlhy successor to the great axe-mak-
er, nnd we venture to say that, hs a
maker of steel and edge tools, he diey
not have his equal lu Bomerset county

About the year 1824 le bought a
small tract of Innd from WlitHamn M-
fer, which then was In Elk Lick town-
ship. Iere bie built himself a house,
shop and stnall barn.

Later be Inid this land off inlo town
lots, filing the plot tn the Ilecorder's
ofllce at Botnerset, - He gave his new
lown the name of Mechanicsburg;
though when a postoflice was estab-
lished it could not keep this name, but
look the name of Bummit Mills. It
was for along time also called **Yotter
Stheddle” by the GUerman-speaking
porlion of the people.

In addition to his axe-maklug he al-
so - paid some altention to repairing
clocks and walches. Indeed there were
few things i1t the metal linefliecould
not make.  Doctors In that communt
ty in those dnys were but few, and for
n long time he kept for sale a stock of
shmple family niedicines. Noone who
ever kuew him well will deny that le
was pol of an inquiring turn of mind
and given to Investigation, and he also
Iad some talent for invention. The
much talked of nail-making machine
wns nhol an tnvention of his. Ilis In-
vention was a device for feeding a nail-
making machine. The machines then
tu use did not permit the making of a
cheap nail. Ilig Invention, aiiached
to a nail-making niachine, as a self
feeder, cuabled one man or boy Lo do
the work of o dozen men or boys in
looking after n mnchine or in feeding it.

It goes wlthout saying that it was a
useful Invention. It is also certain that
he was unjustly robbed of his Inven-
tion.

This is said to have come about In
this way : While he wasa man of In-
telllgence he was of a conliding nature.
He judged other men somewhat Ly
himself, and he thought otlier men
were as honest as ie himself certainly
was.

It would seem that he lacked-the
menans at that time of patenting (hd
machine and gelting it inlo use. The
writer does not know how  expers
stve the obtaining of a patent was in
those dnyanor whether it was at that
tinte possible as now to protect an in-
vention for n reasonable timo by filing
a caveat at o trifling expense, At any
rate he did cxhibit his ninchine first
atong his neighbors in the hope that
some one would join him in seenting
tha patent and getting the invention
into use, but none of these would make
the venture. Atlter some correspond-
cnce willi n firm of patent lawyers he
took his model to Piltsburg, where he
showed il to several men who were in
the nail-making brsiness, but failed to
enlist their aid.

Yet there can be but tittle doubt but
that these men saw the merit of the in-
vention, and that some one of thelr
number took the good points of his
model and forestalled him lu the pro-
curing of the patent.

The old maun and hiis oldest son both
have alwnyg claimed that there was
rageality  practiced somewhcere In the
matter,

It s not true that he ever made a
search for any hldden treasure, squan-

derlng a fortupe therein, as many peo-’

ple believe. It is true thnt he did make
a searel for minerals and. metals that
he and others supposed might exict in

that part of Bomerset county.

With regard to the search made in
this direction along Pine run, in Green-
ville township, the following we be-
lieve is a true account, because it is de-
rived from one yet living, who took
some part in the work, which was done
In 1836.

Bomething In the nature of a compa-
oy had been formed. Allogether $225.00
bad been raised in this way., Three of
the Bluebaughs, each had a share; a
Mr, Ifare, of Hopwood, Fayette coun-
ty, had two shares; Frederick Beal-
man and John McDonnld had eachd =
share; Joder himself had three shares;
several other persons had each a share.

The primary object of the search
along the mountain was for iron ore,
which was found, but not in Buch
quantity as would justify working It.
There were a number of excavations
made along the run and mountain,

There was onc made in the locality
described in this new legend of the
argonauts, but it was not made for the
purpose of finding any hidden treas-
ure-chest. ‘*Die Iird Spicgel” of Mol!
Dell cut no figure, Thls parlicular ex-
cavation was made to a depth of per-
baps eight or ten feet, aud was on low
ground and but a short distance from
the run, the seepage of whose walers
tbrough the intervening ear(h and
r cx strala could not be kept out of the
p ', anlit had to be abandoned. Itis
true that wateh was kept forany other
melal or mineral that the rocks might
carry, other than iron, and that Mr.
Joder did carefully test the severnl
rocke rtrenuntered and did find smne
traces of silver, but not of a paying
character.

The search was then abandoned. It
was found that the sum of $195.00 had
been expended, leaving a balance of
$25.00, which was returned to the share-
holders. Thebooksand papersrelating
to the transaction are still in existence,
and can be shown, This isthe founda-
tion for a legend that has been floating
through [tk Lick township for fifty or
more years, aud in which what wasa
Jortune for those days should have been
wasted ; and it has obtained even more
than local cireulation.

Ilow =o intelligent a man as Profes-
sor Leslie, who was associated with
Professor 1ogers in the first geological
wurvey o1 Penneylvania, and wasat the
head of the sccond geological survey,
could - have been imposed upon as he
certainly was, and nuude to believe in
the truth of these absurd storles, in
which there is nol a word of truth,
passes our comprehension,  Yet such
is Lhe fact !

L Y Y R R R SR Y
WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN

VISITS SICK YODER
FRIENDS

Both the Washington 3tar
and the Herald reported
on Aug.l,1914, the visit
by Secretary of State
William Jennings Bryan to
the hospital beds of his
0ld friends Cong. and Mrs.
S.S.Yoder. Both were then

confined for treatment at ¥

the Garfield Hospital.

.

In one of his lectures on *“Man's Orf-
ginand Destiny’’ hesays: I have seen
sbafts sunk In the glades of Somerset
county, Pennsylvania, under the dicta-
tion of an old scamp who would lay in
his hunting-cap a small looking-glass
which had cabalistic chiaracters on the
back of it, and was called an “erd spie-
gel ;" and then, holding his own face
over It, he would describe the depth to
an inch of alt the mineral wonders that
he saw heneath thie surface. Sostrongly
did the Imagination of this fetish act
upon his workmen-—simple old German
frintgrants from the motherland of su-
perstition ng they were—that they af-
firmed with all their faith that when at
work at the bottom of the shaft they
could distinctlly hear invisible agents
laaghing, talking, pounding, picking
leneath their feet, removing the trens-
ure downward out of reach; for, of
course, they never found it.”?

Without doubt Professor Leslic saw
the shafls; but the circumstances un-
der which they were sunk are just as
we have related them, and just as scores
of others have been sunk In Kik Lick
lownship, some in scarch of coal, oth-
thers for limestone, and hers and there
olhers for iron ore; some rewarding
the lubor bestowed on thicn, and othiers
makiug no relurn whatever, And 1t is
ahly by these loilsome and expensive
#;erches that any of the treasures of

the carth, whether they ave gold, silver,
copper, lend or fron, coal or Hmestone,
were ever laid bare, except, perhaps, in
a few isolated cuces, when the discov-
ery was the resujt of an accident; and
1t 1t is the height of injustice to hand
down the names of those whn have
falled, and their nawe is leglon, as
knaves or fools,

1n 1859 Mr. Joder rentoved to Holmes
county, Ohlo, where, we believe, he
had some relatives, and where his co-
religionists are quite numerous, Ile
remained there ouly a couple of years
and returncd to Somerset county, be-
coming a resident of Conemaugh town-
ship, where he died tn the month of
Abpril, 1863, at the advanced age of sev-
enty-four yenrs and four mouths,

His reruaing were interred in the
Kauffman grave-yard. DBy his first
marrlage there were revernl daughters
amd one ron, Benjamin Je Joder, Isq.,
now residivg at \Waterloo, Iowa, but
who, for many years before golog west,
wag o leading and well-known citizen
of Ureenville township.

Levl J. Joder, of Meyersdale, and
Reuben J. Joder, at one lime a well-
known school teacher of Somerset
county, are sons of the sceond wife,

HAAA KA XA XXX FXXLXXRRRRFRRE
It is interesting to note
that one of the men to whom
Bryan lost the Presidency,
William McKinley of Ohio,
was personally involved in
preventing the political
advancement of our only
Yoder member of Congress.
dekkihkxkkrxax kAR kX H Nk KKK
Remember, when the
judzments weak; the
predjudice is strong.
--Kane O'Hara
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Th2 YYL ~ill pabilish ¥olar r£2lat2d ingquiries oc
2XTNANg23 4h ) 2hargy2. Pl2ase liait to 32 words or
$0 plas retucn address. ALL ingaicies ace chackad
AgJainst D1r racocds ©o see 1f wa oaa h2lo too. 3201
Lo: Chrcis Yoder, 203 Lakeshire Road, Battle Creek
MI 49015 {(21low four weeks for response)

Jotz: 42'1 appraciate h2aciag 16 youa 726 n2w
Lafo thedsagh your pa2cy LD a2 YNL.

khkkkdkkkcccvcxcxhkkkkkkkrkickkkkkxkkkhkkxskkkkkkkkxkkikkk
A3THNR YODER m.16  Jun 1321 ia the Dl2y Lataneran
CAlrI1 4t 3pangysville, 2o 32bastian R2ifscaneider/
Relfsayder who was b. 17 Jan 1303. Sebastian 4. 1323
1ind Aillian Yodar (D2lievad to have baazn the son of
G2orge Yolace (1752-1333))) was appointed
1dalalstoabse. Esthec may have awirrial 13ain, hat
athning Eartharc is known 5€ har.. R=25ly to: Alan R.
Moyer, 1152 Nycoff ave., Jacksoavills, 7L 32205.
*t**************************************************
Were ISAAC YODER and Mary "Polly" Lantz the parents
of BENJAMIN YODER (1837-1887) who m. in Miami Co.,IN
on Aug.12,1858 to Sarah Dewalt? Reply to: F. Chagnon
P.D. Box 464, Peru, IN 45970 and George A. Yoder,
409 E. Wheeler St., West Burlington, IA 52655

CEEK A kR Ak kAR KRR h Kk kk kR khhkk Ak khkhhhhkhkkkhhkkdkdkx
What was ancestry of JAMES L. YODER m. Alameda
Hinkle, d. Bellefontaine, OH.James F. Yoder, Box
1263, Alhambra, CA 91802.
****************************************************
Would like to hear from descendants of WILLIAM HENRY
YODER 3/22/1845-8/17/1921, who married Catherine
Adelaide Buskirk 12/1/1354. resident of Rock Grove,
Iowa.. Descendant of Conrad Yoder line of North
Carolina. Had children Albert Henry 1866, Isaac

1368, Lewis M. 1870, Wm. Arthur 1874, Hester 1881.
Reply to Cindy Holsapple-Boone, 12923 Sutters Lane,
Bowie, MD 20715.

dedkkkddkkhdhkhkkkkhhhkhhkhdhdhdkhkddhhdhhdhhkdhxhhidkihdkdkkkihkik

Ancestry wanted for EPHRAIM YOTHER b.1815. m.
8/1/1838 Lumpkin Co,GA to Susan Matthews. He d.
6/25/1894 Gilmer Co., GA. Ephraim was also called
"Adam " in some census records. reply to Buford F.
Yother, Rte 3, Box 470, LaFayette, GA 30728
****************************************************
Would like to exchange data on family/ ancestry of
ABRAHAM YODER b. Feb.8,1837 m. Jan 19,1861 to Lydia
Oberholtzer. A descendant of Mennonite Yoder line.
reply to Ken Wm. Yoder, 2236 Marlboro Dr.,
Henderson, NV 89015
?K*********************************k**k*k****k*k****
wWnat was ancestry of JACOB YDODER, of Lewisburg,?A.
3. 1783 4. 4/11/1354, marriad Mary Sterner
(1793-13863) .They nad sons Peter, Nathaniel,
Jacop 3., John S. and daughter Mary A. James.
to : N.R. Yoder, 900 Pleasant Ridgs Rd4.,
Cloomington, IN 47401

al30 want info on above JACOB YODER of Lewisburg,
PA. Reply to Mrs. Walter E. Moore, Rt.l, Box 619,
New Columbia, PA 17856; and Jerry W. Yoder, 504 Pine
Drive, York, PA 17402
****************************************************
Seek énformation on these Yoder brothers:
b 28 Apr 1861; Alfred Charles, b.
John b 6 March 1857; MNessiah, b,
born in Berks Co., PA. REPLY to
380 High St., Souderton PA 18964

Charles,
Reply

Jeremia
13 Oct 185 ;

22 0Oct 1863. All

WilliamE. Yoder

Need info on William Scott Yoder, b, 1887 or 18838
in Ta flata Co., CO, Warried Florence Maggie Tehman
around age 31, Four children, Grace Alene in 1919;
Helen Frances and John Franklin {(twine) in 1921,
John died the came day; Dolores Jean, 1923, William
died 1925 of Briszht's Disease and heart failure and
possibly buried in Bayfield CO. He had some brothers
armind Durango, Would appreciate an answer. Dolores
(Yoder) rarker, 0.Bosx 304, Brownsboro TX 56

Wno was CATHERINE YODER b. 1812 Alsace. M.
Stucky.

to Peter
She d. 1883 Fulton Co., 0H. Who were her
parents, brothers, sisters? Reply to: Anna R.
Bumann, 308 Mullen, Lamar, Colo 81052.
****************************************************
N@at is the ancestry of JACKSON YOTHERS,born in Ga
circa 1839 OK by 1910. Reply to Marsha Pearson, Box
561, Healdton, OK 73438.
****************************************************
AyFRED W. YEOTHER (b.c.1848 in GA) m. Sarah Ann
Tlptop, resident as of 1910 in Stephens Co.,0K. What
was his ancestry. Reply to: Mr & Mrs John C Kleiber,
1773 Roberts Road, Ceres, CA 95307
****************************************************
Nho.was HENRY YODER m. Kate Latschar (1796-1878) .was
buried in Mennonite Cemetery Franconia, PA. Reply to
S: Leslie Jones, 15048 0l1d Lincoln Hwy, East
Liverpool, OH 43920.
****************************************************
Who.were ancestors of SIMON M. YODER (1861-1939) m.
Abbie L. Frantz. Resident of Bellefontaine,0H. Reply
to :Ross E Yoder, 5280 Butternut Ct. E., Columbus,0H
43299
XX¥X¥XX¥¥¥¥¥X¥¥¥¥¥¥¥XﬁXX¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥X¥X¥X¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥
“NEAY DATA DV COYRA) LIVS... Thinks to Lula Vaughn
dE 3aacas ity A2 oW nNava tha dates of birth
Of a2 set 0f jyrandonilean of Tonral Yolac of Jorzn
Zarolina. These ars the childran 5F 1is 300 Blias
(3L 2ct 1777 -1317), was moved Eo Indiani, Thay are
Joseph- bora 3 Dot 1301; Conrad— oorn 16 Dec 1302;
Johim- 24 Dax 1325; 3arbacy 25 Fao 1303; Jessay- 21
¥2h 1813; and Jonas 13 325t 1812. To the best of our
knowledge, this is the first tiae these precisa
dit=23 5f birth have basa pudlished anywhere. Ms.
Vaughn is a descendant of Elias' son John. Anyone
Naving fucther infocmation ragarding the descendants
Of the othar childrea are askad to notify thz2 Yoder
Newslatter. Thanks Lulall
*****************k*kk*******************************

T4,

Family crest of HANS JODER- Steffisburg-1636,
Mayor and Chairman of the Council. On red, a silver
pelican on the left accompanied by a silver ear of
grain. On top is a red/silver raised helmet with
red/silver covering. Above this all is a red backing
with a golden bar at a slant, upon which is a black
roaring bear. Symbolism: The pelican is an
ancient religious symbol. The ear of grain denotes
the calling (an ancient farm family). Silver and red
are the colors of Switzerland, and the bear is the
symbol for the province of Bern. (translated by Greg
Yoder of Grand Rapids)
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CAARLES T.YODER (1843-19 )

YOthefS Famlly HOIdS RGUI‘IIOI‘I Charles T Yoder, was born in Pitts-
later sold it to his sons. He donated burgh,PA in July 1843 of Charles Yoder

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran a small tract of land to the Saucon and Ann Kennedy. He married na
picnic grove, Spinnerstown was the Mennonite Churqh, near Coopers- and for his seZOna wife E Anna Warder
gathering place for the 64th annual burg and is most likely buried there. Emma L. .

Yothers Reunion with 45 people Casper Yoder ownedtractsofland € s@rved in the Civil War as a Major,
present, Sunday, June 21. in both Richland Township and the highest ranking Yoder to our know-

Hans (John) Yoder was born Doylestown ~Township. His 1edge on either side of that conflict.
either in Germany or Switzerland {)ogjl&stozn tgbw;i.lgprfanrrlx;svrajasco;g Charles lived in Wash ington,DC and is
about 1680. He died in Lower Milford "0 S Son Jac erl :

! hanged his name to Yothers, allthe Xnown to have been involved in family
Township. He purchased a tract of & : . i )
%Z&%%ﬂﬁﬁﬂhﬂhﬂfﬁwmmp&mh County Yothers are his research during the last century. He
(then known as ‘‘The Greatdescendants. was a cited source for Desc. of Jacob

S » ohn Hunsberger of Perkasie, .. . ;

okvami’;"re)vofsreom .{gseph”;‘:)row?gr president awarded the following ﬂov"(,IStet:_Ler' . ,

15 pounds. His wife's name Prizes: The couple married the His children included: Edith (Mrs.

was Anna (maiden ﬂm@ﬂ,%y%m,DWGMaTiBﬁ? Albanus Johnson) b.Apr.1879; Clara (#Mrs.
; (Yothers) Moyer, Lansdale; the Mc3ee): and \ A

name unknown), Hans couple who celebrated their 25th See); Frank w. b. Mar.1883.

and Anna Yoder were anniversary the most recently, When‘ his widow (,iled in 1927, his son
ancestors of this family clan. The Derwin and Martha Yothers, Frank was a resident of Albuguergue,NM.
Yothers were Mennonites — most Perkasie. WIAT A TREASURE his accumulated Yoder
Yoder pioneer families were Amish  Bob Yothers, Glenside and Erwin notes would i R

and lived either in Berks and Yothers, Jr., in Perkasie, were the a be 1if they could be. found
Lancaster counties or farther west. winners of the traditional guessing today. Do any of you know of this

Hans and Anna Yoder had two game. gentleman?
sons, John and Casper. They may The officiers are as follows: (Photo compliments of Mrs. Petrena
have had more children, but no President, John Hunsberger, Shea £ a - f_" - A
records were kept and the Yoder Perkasie, vice president, Bob >hea, tound among papers of Cong. 5.5.
family Bible was sold in 1778 a .he Yothers, Glenside and secretary- Yoder)

family sale and has never beer freasurer, Alverna Y. Hunsberger, ******************************************************************
recovered. Perkasie.
John  Yoder Jr.. bought land The next reunion will be held the

from his father in Northampton same place the third Sunday in June Aylmer Yoder of Pequea PA asked that eanyone orderinzg
County (now Leigh County) and 1988. s -of- S ahot
N I T I T I I T ™™ a Jost Joder coat-of-arms photo (as shown on paze 5

of Issue #9 to please made the check out to 5. A.
Yoder. RD#1-Box 231-A Pequea PA 17565.

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥x&¥¥x.444¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥‘r
(continued from paze 4,)
have killed some of his very dear children. This had
the desired effect. The Indians became enraged at
the perpetrator, so that they would have murdered
him outright had it not been for the xind
intervention of Mr. Yoder, who with difficulty
persuaded them to desist inasmuch as no harm had
occurred. He advised them to go home in peace amd do
w more, wnich they agreed to do. The rifle ball
fortunately had done no harm within.

"They had also carried off a bundle of Yoder's
deerskins which were returned by the latter company ;
but Y. refused them, on the ground that he was in
full satisfaction. They, however, insisted on
returning them to Yoder.

B wem w T . ;s
R . Y S s W

There are several other tales of the early Yoder

Tnos2 of 2uar redl=2cs vnd are familiar witn tne Juww encounters with the Indians, and we will likely
YODHER CEMETERY ia 304AR3SC IDULIMY, 24 will oe bresent more in future articles.
intarested in seeingy £his pictare takza in Juaz py

Toa ¥Yodlaero of Zoroapoiis, PA. FTor ye21ars, strip aianing
nad madle the gravayacd a victual island. The miniag
company has bean "raclaiming” the landl and mas aow
Dack-£i1121 the 122p pit which sarcredundzd the
cametery in the past. This ceastery is nocth of
Brotherton, and 1is on the origiaal nounasieal
property of "Saweitzec" ZThristian Yoler (1723-1315).
It nold many earcly Yoders of that line, few stones
are aarka2d (322 YNL £5)>
kkkkkskkkkkkkkkkihkkhkkhkkkkkhkcrrcchkisrckhkihkkkikhkkkkk
YODER [NDUJCLED [NTD HALL OF VALOR--~ YNL rezader
Charles Yoder, of Millsboro,Delaware,has been
inducted into tha Soldiers and Sailors Hall of Valor
in the Pittsburg,PA Civic Ceater for his service in
WWII. Charles, a madic under 32a. 3eorge 3. 2attona,
wa3 awarded the Silver 3tar, two Purple dearts anld
two Bronze Stars. The Coraopolis Record, July
22,1937, 112scribes how he twice risked his life to
carty two wounded aen to safety tarough a suelling

barage... beiag wounded nimself duriag this act.
hkkkkkhkhkkdkhkkkhhkkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

The God who gave us lite. gave us This farm of 100 acres is in an historic
liverty at the same time. trust preventing a subdivision breakup
~--Thomas Jefferson of this valuable property.



