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A BIT  O]  } i IS fORY

A 1 1  A m e r i c a n  Y o d e r s  w h o s e  a n c e s t r y  i s
known or  suspec ted  t race  the i . r  l i "neage to
the  ioCer  c l .an  in  the  canton  o , ' '  t sern  in
S w i t z e r ' l a n d .  T h e y  a r e  a  v e r y  o l C  1 a . r n i l y ,
a .npa. r r , : r r t . l ) i  o f  German ic -Swiss  s tock ,  ye t
the :  name com( 's  f rom St  .  T 'heod ore  ( l ' heo-
C o r u s ,  f h e o d u l u s )  a  m i s s i o n a r y  m o n k  w h o
in  the  four th  century  c rossed the  A lps  f rom
I ta ly  to  b r ing  the  Gospe l  to  the  Va la is
count ry  in  r :ou thern  Srv i tzer land.  Th is
pat ron  sa in t  was  he lc l  in  ever  g rea ter  rever -
ence as  t i rne  went  on ,  and we hope in  fo r th -
c o m i n g  N e w s l e t t e r s  t o  g i v e  m o r e  o n  t h e
s tory  o f  h is  1 iJ -e  and in j ' l uence anC oJ  St .
J o d e r  i t e r n s  a n d  p l a c e s  s t i 1 1  e x i s t i n g  t o c l a y .

J o d e r h u e b e l  ( Y o C e r  l i i l l )  i s  a  n a t u r a f
fo r t ress  on  the  Emme i i i ve r  in  t l re  sou 'b l te rn
par t  o f  the  canton  o f  Bern .  S ince  i t  was
so namcri as far ba.ck as anyone can remember
anc l  Joders  were  sa id  to  have l i ved  there  in
1 , h 4  m i r l d l e r  a 1 3 e s ,  r e s e a r c l ) e r  i i a r l  i o C e r  o f
Ludwigshafen-am-Rhe in  ( i ves t  Ger rnany)  be-
l ieves  the  f 'ami1y  must  have l i ved  there
b e J ' o r e  r e c o r c e c r  h i s t o r y .  T l - r e  o l d e s t  r e o o r d
he has  found i -s  o i  a -  Fe ter  ioder  born  in
. j o d e r h u e b . e l  i n  1 2 6 0 .  I n  1 3 8 9  a  g r a n d s o n
Ul1 i  Joder  and h is  son ] ie in i  were  arnong the
leav ies t  taxpayers  a t  i iu t tw i l ,  a  town about
t h i r t w  m i ' l p s  n n r t \ .  ] i a r l  . j o C e r  i S  c o n f i d e n tw / r ^ r  w J

tha t  the  ioders  founrJ  la te r  ln  nearby  towns
c a n  b c  t r a c e d  b a c k  t o  U 1 l i .  .  .  i n 6 l r - r d i n g  t h o s e
of '  the  town o i  S te f i ^ isburs .

S te f f  i s t r r r r r -  ' l oca ted  
near  Yhun south  o ft >  t  4 v

Bern ,  i s  t ru ly  the  homeplace o f  many Amer i -
can Yoders  anr l  j -n  d iscuss ing  our  European
or ig ins  we sha l l  re fe r  to  S te f f i sburg  aga in
anC aga. in .  j le re  io r re rs  l - i ve< l  f  o r  gener -
a t i o n s  a s  l a r m e r s ,  b r e w e r s ,  m i l l e r s  a n d
other  vary in l3  occu,na t ions .  They  were  ac t ive
in  the  r - r f fa i rs  oJ '  t ro th  church  and s ta te  and
a  n u m b e r  o i '  h e r a l d i c  b a n n e r s  ( c o a t s - o f - a r m s )
a r e  s e t  i n  s t a i n c d  g l a s s  a t  t h e  o 1 C  S t e J J i s -
burg  c l ru rch ,  wh ic ) r  v ras  the  center  o f  a .  l i i . rge
pa.r ish. l l l r ' .  ' ' ,o\ ' r l ,r  rras r ir t ' i ,  cl t- l -y a center for
t h e  S t a t e  C h u r c h  ( S w i s s  R e f o r m t - ' < l ) ,  b u t  f o r
the  Anabapt is t  sympath izers  as  we l - l - ,  who
be l ieved in  the  separa t ion  o f  church  and
s t a t e .

As  in  man.v  ins tances  where  peop le  lnus t
c h o o s e  l - . e t w e e n  C i f  f  e r i n g  i r i s 4 s ,  t i r e  J o C e r
iami ly  ha .c1  6e66u"s  on  bo th  s i< les  o f  the
r c l i g i o u s  . ^ e n c e .  i " a n y  w e r e  q u i t e  p r o m i n e n t
p a r t i c i J ' a n t s  i n  l i c  j ' o r n e d  C h u r c h  a c t i v i t i e s ,
and o t i re rs  were  ar i t rac ted  to  the  Anabapt is ts .

l . r 'on  Sto l l ' i - sbu l . f : ,  . loc 'c rs  o f  bo t i t  g rou l ' s
nl.gr i l tc cr nor'"h a. 'L t i ic enrr o: l '  t i ' ,e i  7th cc,n-
tur 'y ancl ea.r ly rr eca,l  e s o i  the l  Uth . i l l tey
so t t l .e r r  in  l ' l ous tad t ,  . l tnnwoi le r l io f  ,  Ot igers -
i - ,e im,  ;  ussbac ; l t ,  a .n ( r  i .p l  s te in  in  t t r t '  i ' a la . t i -
na . to  o .1  wcs t  cc rn t ra l  Ger r ; tany .  The Ana. -
l lan t is ts  (knowr- r  as  Swiss  i l ro t i r r t :n  anu i  la te t
; 'e rnnon i tes .  .  .  anr '  thc  j ' o1 lowers  o f  ia -cob
Irnnran . i  rom nea.r l ly i . . .r1enba.cfr wiro ca.mc to be
c a i l c : r l  " , l r i  i : h "  I  l 1 e r c l  a t  t i r e  b u r n  o f  t h e
ccntury  jo r  r ' . . . :  u . " ;c '  in  r ro t  on ly  . thc  f  a la t ina te ,
bu t  r \ l sace- l ,o r ra ine  as  we l1 .  i ' any  o l  the
Ana i ra l , t i s t  g roup in  r ra r ' t i cu la r  eventua l l y
r r rovcc l  o r i  to  Amer ica .

E l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  s o m e  o f  t h e s e
i n m i g r a r t s  t o  t h e  N e w  W o r l d  a r e  d i s c u s s e d .
A l t h o u g h  t h e y  a n r l  t h e i r  d e s c e n d e n t s  w i l l
q u i t e  n a t u r ' a l l y  r e c e i v e  t h e  l i o n ' s  s h a r e  o f
a t ten t io r r  in  subsequent  i ssues  o f  th is  news-
l -c t te r ' ,  the  io r le r  fami ly  has  cer ta in ly  no t
van lshed f rom the  "01d ' rVor IC"  count r ies  o f
toc la .y .  A  1940 l i s t  o f  i t lennon i te  fa .mi ly  names
of  South  Germany showed l4  jo thers  among s ix
se l 'a ra te  congregat ions .  Seven peop le  named
Yoc]  e r ,  Toc i  e r ,  o r  . l  o ther  were  members  o f
.  r e n c h  l i e n n o n i t e  c h u r c h e s  a . s  o f  t 9 5 L ,  D e -
s c e n d a n t s  o f  o n e  S t e f f i s b u r g  j o c l e r  f a m i l y
a . re  repor ted  to  have moved to  i?umania  anc l
F a s t p r r  l r : r n r r .  w h n r e  t h c v  : r o  s a i d  t O  b eL  v r r \ , J  e r  \

l i v i n g  s t i l - 1 .

i n  s r , i t e :  o f  c o n s i C e r a b l e  m i g r a t i o n ,
ma.n ;y '  . iodors  rcmain  in  tho  ances t ra l  home-
1 a n d .  l n  a  v i s i t  t o  S w i t z e r l a n d  i n  1 9 8 0
i ' b . w a s  i o u n d  t h a . t  i i v e  i o d e r s  a p p e a r e d
i n  t h e  S t € : f t i s b u r g  1 ; h o n e  d i r e c t o r y ,  a n d  s i x
i o c l  e r s  w e r e  i d c , n t i f  i c < l  i n  t h c  p h o n e b o o k  o f
J : h o  e : n i  t n ' l  n i  t v  o l  l l e r n .

-  -  o o o  C o o o -  - -

Pictured belor ls a nap of Canton Bern,
Swltzer1and. The Aare Rlver 6eparete6 Thun
and Steff lsburg'and frorn there east l les the
Euneta.l  .  The Yoders carne frorn thle reglon.
The distance fron Steff lsburg to Bern ls
about  20  n I les .
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(con t . - i  nue  to  to r r  nex t  co lu rnn  )



does  dePend  on  You  t oo '

I  a m  B e n  F .  Y o d e r ,  r e s i d e n t  o f  G o s h e n ' I N "

to . i  i "  M idd lebu ry , IN '  l n  l - g l - r '  I  am  a  re t i r ed

teache r .  My  chu rch  a f f i l i a t i on  f o r  ove r  45

vea rs  has  been  w i t h  t he  Goshen  Ch r i s t i an  l l e f o rned

bnu rch .  S ince  a6e  10  I r ve  wo rked  i n  g roce ry

6 to re6 r  f ac to r l es ,  i ce  and  i ce  c ream p lan t r

coa l  o i f i ce ,  and  as  a  r ea l  es ta te  sa lesman '

ou. i "S WI 'JI I ;  I  Eerved the Uni ted States coast

.Guardl  both ashore and asea, aa a Radioman'

a i ; ; ; ' t he  wa r ,  I  r een te rec l  Goshen  Co l l ege  re -

ceived a degree and entered t ' lestern lv t ichigan

Un i ve rs i t y  t e t t i ng  a  l ' i a s te r s  wh i l e  t each ing '  I r ve

a i so  " t t ena ia  s "U  S ta te ,  I nd i ana  s ta te '  and

Ind iana  Un i ve rs i t i e s .  Seve ra l  yea rs  a8o  I  r e t i r ed

fron teaching of  which t i - r r l :  years were spent as

aa  e l enen ta r i  s choo l  p r i nc i pa l '  I j l n ce  t hen  I r ve

aDen t  f i ve  yea rs  aa  pa r t - t ime  cou r i e r  and  cus to -

a i " "  " t  t he  sa len  Bank  &  T rus t  Co ' r  f r om  wh i ch

I  r e t i r ed  i n  I a t e  1982 .

A WORD TROH TIIE EDITORS

BEII IODER

To  se t  You  a t

bo th  Yode rs r  we

o u r  r e a d e r s .  W e

be  t he  f i r s t  o f

I r v e  t h e  P r i v i l e g e  o f

o f  happ iness  w i t h  nY  good

ease  rega rd i ng  t he  two  o f  us '

wan t  t o  i n t r oduce  ou rseLves  t o

hope  and  P raY  t h i s  ven tu re  w i l l

r " t y  t o t "  t o  come ,  bu t  t h i s

I  f i r s t  began  s tudy ing  Yode r  f am i l y  h i s t o r y

i n  L9?3  wh i l e  l l v i ng  nea r  t he  Fennsy l van ia  S ta te

l , i b ra r y  a t  Ha r r i sbu rS .  My  i n t e resL  was  rek i n -

d fed  i n  19BO a f t e r  r e tu rn i ng  f r om an  ae ; s i gnmen t

i n  Ge rmany  t o  M i ch iSan .  
- , Je re  

I  have  ea -sy  accesc

to  t he  genea log i ca l  co l l ec t i on  a t  t he  A l l en

Cor rn t y  l ' r h l i c  L i b ra r y r  F t .  ; ' a yne r , aJ rd  t o  t he

nany  reco rdo  ava iLab le  a t  Goshen  Co l l ' ege '

Cu r ren t l y ,  I  am  comp i l i n6  a  d i r ec to r y  o f

a l l  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  m y  6 r a n d f a t h c r ' s
g r a n d f a t h e r ,  R e u b e n ' f o a e r  ( t 8 , t - 1 9 1 2 )  a r :

[ 6 i s6 - l l ennon i t e  o f  LaGrange  Coun ty , I ; '  I t  has

been  ve ry  r ewa rd ing  t o  f i nd  hund reds  o f  cous ins

v l ho  f  neve r  knew  ex i s t ed i  and  t o  r ece i ve  t he

he lp  o f  5o  nany  i n  t r ack i n ;1  down  va r i ous  f am i l y

l i n e s .

l i y  p r ima ry  i n t e res t  i n  t h i s  news le t t e r  i s  i n

t he  t ppo r t un i t y  i t  p resen t6  f o r  sha r i ng  ou r

i " r i r i ' i t i " t o r y  and  l o r  expand ing  t h -e  f r on t i e r s

o f  o r "  knov r l edge  i n  t h l s  i espec t '  L j en -  nen t i oned

t h e  h e l p  w e  a r e  S e r t i n a  f r 9 - m . R a c f g l . l i r e i d e r '

one  o f  i he  r nos t  r espec ied  Yode r  h i s t o r i ans  i n

t he  coun t r y .  : ' Je  have  a l so  rece i ved  a  r r coun 'u  me

i n i l  f r o m  D r .  D o n  Y o d e r ,  c u r r e n t  e d i t o r . o f  t h e

&nnsv l va l i a  
genea lg r r i c+ I  l l anaz ing :  i :  

*

au tho r i t y  on  rennsyFn la  Ge rman  immig ran t s '

i ( now ledge  abou l  ou r  f an i l y  i s  no t - con f i ned  t o

r " t o f " " i  . such  as  t hese ,  and  I  wou ld  hope  t ha t

" i i  o r t  r eade rs  w i l l  see  f i t  t o  sha re  f r om

the i r  own  t r ad i t i ons  a4P  l o re '

- - - o o o 0 0 0 0 - - -

l lhe  her i t ,a i l c  o {  t l re  pas t  i *  }n ' :  .  
= : : : l :

tha t  b r ings  J  o r t i l  t i tp  l ia rv r ' s  u  o r  r r r \ : '

i  u tu r 'e  .
- - - o o o 0 o o ( ) - - -

S e n c ' y o u r  i r ' c a . s  i n '  l e r l l a f  s  y o u  i l a ' v € )

= ; ; "  
" " ; ; "s t ions  

tha t  w i l l  ma l re  th is

f-,  i151,1ri i i i  worthrvhi le '

en joy i n6  ove r
and  f a i t h f u l
spen t  happY

ra i sed  f ou r

4l  years
w i f e ,  N e 1 l

yea rs
ch i l d ren .

(Hoogenboon ) .  Toge the r  we

th rough  t he  DePress ion  and

I r r a  t he  e i gh th  o f  n i ne  ch i l d ren

and  Lau ra  v .  ( u i f t e r )  I ode r ,  bo th

thJ . s  coun tY .

My vr l fe Carrol l  and I  have

age  6 ,  and  a -daugh te r  Je rusha ,

was  named  a f t e r  t he  i r nm ig ran t
Yode r  

' ] i ne .

Bo th  Ch r i e  and  I  we re  s t r ange rs  un t i l  Rache1

Kre ide r  go t  us  t oge the r '  Rache l  (we l " l - k ' nown  t o

r " r "  . l  ] o u )  t " .  l o n g  b e e n  s t e e p e d  i n  l o d e r

f a re i l y  l o re  and  i s  we l l - done  and  ready  t o  se r ve '

We  r i i l  l ook  f o rwa rd  t o  Rache l r s  l i t e ra r ; l  con t r i -

bu t i ons  j ' n f o rm ing  a f l  o f  ou r  r i ch  he r i t age  and

roo t s .  r l e r  know l i dge  o f  t he  ve ry  ea r l y  Yode rs  i n

Sw i t ze r l and  shou ld  be  en r i ' ch i ng '

B u t  w e  l o o k  t o  e a c h  Y o d e r  ( a n d  r e l a t e d  r e a d e r s )

t o  nake  con t r i bu t i ons  o f  anecdo tes ,  f am i l y  j okes '

l ecends .  e t c . '  wh i ch  w i l ) .  pu t  l i f e  i n  t he  pages

o i " r r t u " "  i s s u e s .  T h e r e r s  a  l o t  o f  " t i 6 d o n  a n d

w i t  o u t  t h e r e .  L e t r s  p r e s e r v e  i t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e '

I t r s  u p  t o  a l l  6 f  u s .  L e t r s  d o  i t l

CI IRIS YCDER

My  name  1s  Ch r i s  Yode t ,  and  I tm  a  descendan t

o f  C l r i s t i an  Yode r ,  one  o f  t he  ea r l y  Am ish

Yode r  i n rn i g ran t s  nen t i oned  e l sewhe re  i n  t h i s

newslet ter l  I  was born in Knoxvi l le '  TI{  and grew

up  i n :  Davenpo r t r lA ;  M t .  Lebanon rPA l  and  Tokyo '

. fapan. I tm the son of  Otho ts '  Yoder and Phyl l is

(P'anrper ien) Yoder.  I  have a BS fron the Univer-

s i t y  o f  A r i zona  i n  Tucson  i n  Po l i t i ca l  l i c i ence

urrd ' i t i " toty.  As an enrployee of  the Departrnent  of

De fense r  I - r ve  been  s t i t i oned  a t :  Texa rkana ,  T : { ;

f i .  
-C " t pU" f l rK I ; l l g ! ,  

Cumber l and rPA ;  F t '  Xnox ,KY ;

i i t r i ng "o r ' , { es t  Ge r rnany i  and  cu r ren t l y  i l a t t l e

C r e e k .  M I .

- - -  o o o  u o o o - - -

LMI{G TRE/rSUllES

How many  o f  us  have  t o l d  ou rse l ves  
r t  I  w i sh

I ' d  w r i t t e n  d o w n  s o m e  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  m y  g r a n d -

; " ; " ; l ;  u s e d  t o  t e l l t '  o r  . I  w i s h  I t d  t h o u g h t  t o

i " x " s r . " J t " t h e r  a b o u t . . . ' r  ?  l ' J i t h  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f

each  gene ra t i on  we  can  so  eas i l y  l ose  a  p rec i ous

. " " t f I "  o f  o u r  h e r i t a g e .  C u r  s e n i o r  Y o d e r  S e n e r -

a t i on  i s  i ndeed  a  l i v i ng  t r easu re  '

The re  a re  many  ways  i n  wh i ch  you  can  p rese rve

yo r r  t t " r i t " ge  t o r  t h t se  who  1a l f f  f 6 l l 6 r ; '  Ask

i ; ; ;  ; i ; ; "  i am i l v  members  abou t  t he i r  pa ren t s  and

c randpa ren t6 ;  ex tend  you r  f am i l y  by  l oca t i n6  and

i ; ; ; i g  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  c o t r s i n s l

i i " r i  p ! . i oa i c  r eun ions  and  ge t  t oge the rs i  Sa the r

o l d  f am i l y  pho tos  and  pu t  t oge the r  a -genea logy

i o t  y o u t  " t t i t d t " . , ,  " o u i i n s t  e t c ' . ( a I I  y o u  n e e d

i 6  a  t y p e w r i t e r  a n d  a  X e r o x  m a c h i n e ) '- -  
i r  v i ,  a r e  a  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  s e n i o r  g e n : r a t i o n

take  so rne  t i ne  t o  w r i t e  o r  t ape  reco rd  t h i n86

" [ " " t -V . r "  f am i l y  wh i ch  wou ld  be  o f  i n t e res t  t o

; ; ; ; ;  i ;  f o l l o w . - r  d o n r t  m e a n  j u s t  n a m e s  a n d  d a t e s

" " a - p f " i " " ,  b u t  a l s o  s t o r i e s  o f  h u m a n  i n l e r e s t

wh i c i r  w i l l  make  t he  Pas t  gene ra t i ons  come  a l i ve '

I  t r e r i t age  o f  l ove  and  humor  and  p l easan t  memor -

i es  i s  so rne th i n6  we  can  a I I  hope  t o  l eave  a f t e r

, n .  D o n r t  f o r g e t  t o - i n c l u d e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  y o u r

" i "  " - p " " i " nc i s ,  l ' l ho  can  be t t e r  p rese rve  t hose

th i ngs  abou t  you r  own  l i f e  v rh i ch  m igh t  be  o f

i r l " - " " . t  and  vaLue  t o  Sene ra t i g l s  ye t  unbo rn '

Be  assu red  t ha t  even  i f  you r  e f f o r t s  a te  noE

i * t . a i " t " f y  app reg ia ted ,  t hey  w i l I  be  some  t ime

i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

o f  H a r v e y  M .
na t l ves  o f

a  e o n  C h l i s t i a l '

a g e  4 .
ances  t o r

Chr i6 t ian

7
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YODER I}4MICRATTS

The re  a re  many  t housands  o f zYode rs  l i v l ng  i n
i rme r i ca  t oday ,  bu t  t h i s  l a rge  popu la t i on  i s  de -
scended  f r on  a  r a the r  sma l l  number  o f  i r nm ig ran t
I i nes .  l t I 1  o f  t hese  b ranches  t r ace  back  t o  t he
Sw iso  Jode rs .  The  bes t  known  o f  t hese  immiS ra -
t i o n s  a r e  b r i e f l y  i n t r o d u c e d  b e l o w .

I .  TI IE OLEY TCDDRS

The f i rs t  Yoders known to have come to Amer-
i ca  we re  t he  b ro the rs  I l ans  and  Yos t ,  who  se t -
t l ed i n  t he  Read ing  a rea  o f  Be rks  Coun ty ,  Penn -
sy l van ia .  They  a r r i ved  w i t h  o the r  P ro tes tan t s
f r om the  Pa la t i na te  and  had  . se t t l ed  i n  t he  f e r -
t i l e  C ley  Va l - I ey  by  1714 .  Acco rd i . ng  t o  con tem-
po ra ry  r e fe rences  t hey  we re  we lL - known  f r on -
t l e r s rnen  and  a t  l eas t  i n i t i a l . l y  be longed  t o  t he
l i e f o rmed  Chu rch .  Descendan ts  ep read  i n t o
Schuy l k l , I l ,  Un ion ,  Ada rns ,  I l o r t hu rnbe r l and ,  and
Je f f e r son  Coun t i e6 .  t s y  t he  t h i r d .  gene ra t i on ,
t h i s  l 1ne  was  be in6  resea rched  by  an  ea r l y
genea log i s t .  I n  mo re  recen t  t imes  t hey  have
been  resea rched  by  D r .  Don  Yode r  o f  Temp le
U n i v e r s i t y ,  a  d c s c e n d a n t .  D r .  Y o d e r  h a s  f o u n d
t h e  d i r e c t  L i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  b r o t h e r s  a n d  t h e
J o d e r s  o f  S t e f f i s b u r g .

I I BUUKS- LE:J IG^i CC Ui.IT Y ICDIRS

As  ea r l y  as  I ? j 4  one  John  and  , ' r nna  Yode r
came  to  "Penn r5  r ' / cods r r  and  t ook  l and  i n  wha t
I a te r  became  i . i l f o rd  Townsh ip  i n  Bucks  Coun ty
and  Uppe r  Saucon  i n  Leh igh .  Mon tgomery  Coun ty
a l so  soon  came  to  be  hone  f o r  some  o f  t he  de -
scendan ts  o f  t h i s  l i ne .  These  Yode rs  we re  t he
onJ -y  ones  i n  ; ime l i ca  t o  use  t he  name  CAspe r ,
f ound  so  f r equen t l y  among  t he  S te f f i sbu rg
Jod ' : ' r  r eco r65 .  A  John  Yode r  i s  known  t o  have
rna r r i ed  Anna  Bach rnan .  bu t  i t  i s  no t  c l ea r
v rhe the r  t h i s  was  t he  sen io r  imn ig ran t  o r  John
J r .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  s t i 1 1  s o m e  c o n f u s i o n  a s  t o
the  gene ra t i ons ,  t h i s  b ra .nch  4ay .bc  t be  nex t  t o
estubl ish a demonetrable connect ion to th6 Jodere
o f  S te f f i sbu rg .

I I I  E; , ; iLY AI ' , : IJH YCDURS

' l he re  has  been  a  l ong  t r ad i t i on  t ha t  one
Ba rba ra  r - odc r  who  l os t  he r  husband  a t  sea  came
o n  t o  r i n c r i . c a  w i t h  h e r  n i n e  c h i l d r e n .  F o r  g e n -

e r a t i o n s  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  c o n f u s i o n  a b o u t  h e r  a n d ,
h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  l i m i s h  o f  h e r  t i m e .
T h a n k s  t o  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s  a n d  t h e o r y -
t e s t i n g  o f  D r .  l l u g h  F .  G i n 6 e r i c h  o f  l i a s h i n g t o n t
D . C . ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  r l n i s h - i r e n n o n i t e  Y o d e r s  c a n
now  be  t r aced  t o  two  f am i l " i - es  who  a r r i ved  on  t he
F r a n c i s  a n d  D l i z a b e t h  o n  S e p . 2 J . , L 7 4 2  ( a n d  t o
one  o the r  youn6e r  f a r r r i l T  who  was  undoub tab l y
r e l a t e d ,  b u t  f o r  w h o r n  l h e  c o n n e c t i o n  i s  y e t  t o
b e  f o u n d ) .  C n e  o f  t h e s e  t v r o  f a n i l i e s  s e e m s  i n -
deed  t o  be  t ha t  o f  ' ; / i dow  3a rba ra ,  an . l  t he  o the r
o f  C h r i s t i . a n  Y o d e r  ( p r o b a b l y  h e r  b r o t h e r - i n - I a w )
v rhose  ch i l d ren  f o r  nany  yea rs  we re  t hough t
e r roneous l y  t o  be long  t o  S t rong  Jacob  l ode r .
' f hese  p ro l i f i c  f ah i l i e s  m ig ra ted  f r om Be rks  and
Lancas te r  Coun t i es  on  t o  l ' l i f f l i n  and  Somerse t  i n
i ' cnnsy l van ia ,  t o  I I o lmee  Coun ty  i n  Ch io '  no r t he rn
Ind iana ,  and  on  ' , i e s t .

See tha nap of the southeastern countiee
of PennsylYanla on page 4. X's nark the
IocatlonL along wlth deslgneted nunerals'

l {hen t l l lage beglns,  othec ar ts  fo l low.
The farrneri, thereforer are the foundere
of human clvll izatlone.

--DanleI l{ebeter

IV A SCUTI{ERII BRATCH OF YODERS

Among  t he  t he  Yode rs  i n  t he  S t rassbu rge r -

Hinke imnigrant  I ' l .s ts (and we are able to j 'den-

t i f y  a .  t t u m b e "  o f  t h e m )  w a s - o n e  C o n r a d . Y o t t e r t

who  a r r i ved  Oc tobe r  25 '  I ?46  on  t he  sh ip  ] ! 4 -
t une .  Th i s  seem6  to  be  t he  Con rad  who  i s  ea id  t o

i lG  v i s i t ed  a  r eLa t i ve  i n  Pennsy l ' van ia  and  t hen

jo i ned  a  f r i end ,  i l en r y  l { ed ine r ,  who  was  nak ing

i  r e tu rn  t r i p  t o  l l o r t h  Ca ro l i na .  l i e  acqu i r ed

consid. ' : rab1e land in L incoln and Catawba coun-

t i es ,  whe re  h i s  descendan ts  can  be  f ound  t oday '

Seve ra l  o f  h i s  sons  l a t e r  moved  t o  I nd iana  and

one  t o  Tennessee .  Con rad  may  have  haC  a  } i enhc -

n i t e  backg round r  bu t  t r e  was  no t  a  menbe r  o f  a

chu rch  and  a  number  o f  h i s  descendan ts  a re  Lu -

theran.  Prof .  Fred R. Yoder of  PuJ' lnan,  l ' lashinS-

ton  pub l i shed  a  book  on  t h i s  c l an  i n  1958 .

V. MICHEL YCDERT IALATII(E

rn 1825 l , l ichel  toaer (1788-L8?r) ,  h is wLfe and

two chi ldren and his s ister- in- lahr and her two

chi l r l ren Ief t  l less€-Darmstadt  for  Aurer l -ca '  He waE
' the son of  Samuel '  an AmLsh Bishop in the

German  Pa la t i na te .  Samue l  was  i n  t u rn  t he  son

o f  Jacob r  son  o f  John .  Ka r l  Jode r  has  i den t i f i ed

th i s  l i ne  as  t o  t he i r  o r i g i ns '  among  t he  l ode rs

o f  S t i f f i sbu rg .  i u l i che l  was  p robab l y  r eLa ted  t o

the  Yode rs  o f  Somerse t  Coun ty ,  Pennsy l van ia ,  f o l

t ha t  i s  whe re  he  wen t  a f t e r  bo r rov r i ng  money  t o

ge t  h i s  f am i l y  r e l ease i l  a t  t he  po r t  o f  Ba l t imo re '

f n  f 845  he  moved  h i s  f am i l y  t o  Ho lmes  Ccun t y '

Oh io ,  whe re  h i s  ch i l d ren  i n t e r rna r r i ed  w i t h  o the f

Am l " sh .  A  genea logy  ou t l i n i ng  t h l s  f a t n i l y  was

comp i l ed  by  S .  &  F . i i .  Mas t  l n  195Ot  and  waa  up -

aa tea  ana  re i ssued  by  Roy  A .  Yode r  w i t h i n  t he

Ias t  f ew  Yea rs .

VI. LATER AI,SATTAX YODERS

The Yoders who arr ived f rom Montbel iard and
Be l f o r t  i n  A l sace  see rn  de f i n i t e l y  connec tec l  t o

the other ^ i rnabapt ist  l j .nes that  hai l  f rom Stef-

f i sbu rg .  They  d i d ,  howeve r ,  i n  mos t  cases  s tay

in I r rance 1OO yearo longer.  They caoe as indi-
v i dua f s  o r  s raa ] l  S roups  i n  t he  ea i l y  n i ne teen th
cen tu r y ,  se t t l i ng  espec ia l l y  i n  S ta r k  and  Wayne

CounL ies  i n  Oh io  and  A l l en  and  Dav ies  Coun t i es

i n  I nd iana .  The i r  common  o r iS i n  and  t he i r  use  o f

nanes  su l i i 1es t s  t ha t  t hey  we re  re l a ted  among
t h e o r s e l v e s ,  b u t  i t  h a s  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n n e c t
t he r i o .  Fe rhaps  because  t hey  we re  i n f l uenced  l ong -

e r  b y  t h e  c r o s s - c u r r e n t s  o f  i l u r o p e a n  c u l t u r e
( o n e  h a d  b e e n  a  c a v a l r y  o f f i c e r  i n  N a p o l e o n ' s

march  on  l ' l o scov r )  t hey  seemed  l - ess  c l ose -kn i t
t han  t he i - r  Amer i can  coun te rpa r t s ,  and  i n  many

cases  t he i r  A rn i sh  t i es  we re  soon  l oosened .  " Je

have  been  t o l d  t ha t  t he re  i s  a  r esea rche r
wo rk i ng  on  t he  Senea togy  o f  t hese  l a t e r  immi -
g ran t s  bu t  t hus  f a r  have  been  unab fe  t o  l oca te

him. ' ; ie  hope that  exchanges through the ! lg-
l e t t e r  c a n  h e l p  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .

VII. OTEER TCDERS

The re  a r c  ce r t a i n l y  o the r  Yode rs  l n  Ane r i ca

who  do  no t  s t em f r om these  m ig ra t i ons ;  neve r t he -

l ess  t hose  ou t l i ned  above  make  up  t he  l a rge
ma jo r l t y  o f  Yode r  imml8 ran t s  a t t d  a re  t he  be6 t

documen ted .  I n  f u t u re  i s sues  we  hope  t o  go  i n t o

more  spec i f i ce  on  each  o f  t hese  as  we lL  as  t o

touch  on  o the r  L j . nes  o f  ou r  f am i l y .

' - o o o 0 o o o - - -

I ) i s con ten t  a r i se  f r om ou r  des i r es  o f t ene r  t han

f rom ou r  wan ts .  Res t l essness  a r i ses  f r om ou r

wan ts  mo re  o f t en  t han  f r om ou r  needs .

7.
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YODER REIATID BOOKS IN PROCRESS

You w i l l  no te  e lsewhere  ln  th is

issue the  re fe rence to  the  book

U" i " *  PrePared bY the  Reuben Yoder

F;; ' { iu ' ; i - l rortnein rndiana' This

aesce i raant ' s  d i rec to ry  Lnc ludes  an

anceat ra l  ske tch  o f  Yoder6  th rougn

ih" two Chrlst lan Yoders of Somer-

ie t  CountY,  PA,  bo th  An ish  b ishops

u""t to t ir6 orlgtnal imnlgrant of

l ? 4 2 .

Another book, the most conPlete

""rpJi" i fon to date of early Anigh

i;e;; ;- i ;  Amerlca has been made in

" " " " " t  yeara  bY Hugh F '  G inger ich ,
PhD,  o f  Wash ing tonr  DC'  and-Racner
w.  Xre lOer ,  MA,  o f  Goshen,  fN '  The

Yoder  sec t ion  w l l l -  be  the  la rges t
i " - " - toOo-Page vo lune on  bas lc
ln lsh  genea l ;gy ,  wh lch  6eeks  to

1;;;; Sver t23- imtsn €urnalie fani-

l les  and the l r  ln te r - re la tednese
iion lmnlgretlon to an arbltrary
cu t -o f f  d i te  o f  ebout  18J0 '  I l9 *
i "  i t "  las t  e tages  o f  Prepara t lon ,
the  book  ls  schedu led  to  go  9n
6e le  bY the  end o f  1983 '  T l t i s
o" t f f " i  o f  An ish  Yoder  fan l l les ,
* i t i t  a " t " " ,  and.  censua loca t lons
wherever  Poss ib le  '  w l l l  be  o f
Gpec la l  ln te res t  to  Yoders  s temm-
1ng fron thls European--branch I 'a
w l l l  a lso  the  coPious  Yoder  no tes
tn the appendlx.

Do vou know o f  any  o ther  Yoder -
studlei now in Progress? we would

be glad to hear about then.

No. 1 marks rhere the flrst Yoders to

rr"fi""-settiea between lobach and.Mana-

i "*v- i " -serks county east-of  Readlng- ln

6ilv'ri i i t"r, ip: Th-v:were Reforrned and

tutheren.
No"2 ln upper Bucke Ccunty narks the

erea wheie tiri second SrolP selt-�l:d:

i l i ; ;; in-utttoro roinehtp'-Sone of these

loi" ""o""cd over ln Iower Mllford Tswn-

;;i; ili;-iirrren countY' rhls grouP was

Mennonlte.

No 3 ln upper Berke County nan'ks the

""""-"-"tiied^ ty the flrst Arnleh-llenno-
i-ri l  iod"i". ine lorisn seceded frorn the

ffi;;";i;;;-iu"itte regl rn swltzerland'
Thls area ls 1n Upper Bern Townsnr'p'
i l" irt i l"t.oi natuGs at the foot of the

Blue Mount"tt" ' 
---ooooooo---

READER EXCHANGE

Th16 NEWSLETTER w111 PubIlBh
Yoder-related rnceetrrL Inqulries
o" """rtartge fron readers'- Please
irri{-io irrrrtv words or less-and
lnclude a cotrplete nall lng a'ldre66
for reaPonce

-g--aE-=E=-ge--E====-gE===

Ylho wae Sareh Yoder, born 8-APr-
1811 ln PA'  U.  Toblas Flke 12- lug
iaiz at st. utchael's srangellcar
irrirr. cttrr"ch ln l{a1me Co' 0H' d'
S'-iept 1854-A1len Co, IN? Respend
tc tirle t{fWslfffnR address and
narked -lnqulrles'.

aaff af aElE'Gtt3:E-;et!!tt=E

HANTEDT Infornatlon on locatlon
"i t f t"  Yoder regeerc'h f l les of
Cnarteg T. Yoder'  of Washlngton,
DC,  (c l rca  1890)  and L l rnn^Yoder
o f ' F a l r n o n t  W V  ( c l r c a  1 9 3 0 ! s ) '
ReGPond tor 20) Lakeehlre Road
gati le Creek UI 49015
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